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IE IT REMEMBERED* That on the twentieth day of I&. 
nuaty, in the Ibr^^third year of the Independence of the Uni- 
ted SUtes ^f America, DANIEL P ARk£R» of the aud dts* 
tnct, hath deposited in this oflSce the title of a book, the neht 
whereof he cbumt as Author and Proprietor, in the yRorda hU 
Rowing, to wit : 

» PROSCRIPTION DELINEATED i or a Deyelope- 
*' mentof Facts appertaining to the arbitrary and oppressive 
«# Proceedings of the North Association of Litchfield Coun« 
« ty« in relation to the Author. By Daniel Parkbb, Late 
«< Pastor of » ChuiUi itr-BfyrTmy Conn. - 

<■ Carthago delenda est. Caebas. 
«« > I ■ longa est injuria, longs 

«' Ambages : sed summa sequar vestigia rerum, Virgil/* 

In conformity to^e Act of the Congrest of the Vnitei 
States, entitled *• An Act for the encouragement of Learn« 
^ng, by securing tite copies of Maps, Charts and Books to 
the authors and propnetan of sveh-eopies,. during the time 
therein mentioned." And also to an act, entitled << an Act 
supplementary to an Act, entitled an act for the encouragement 
of learning, hf seeoiing the copies of Maps, Charts and Books 
to the authors and proprietors of such copies during the times 
therein mentioned, and extending the betiefits thereof to the 
arts of designing, engraWng, and etching historical and other 
prints/* 

JAMES DILL, 
CHeri of the'iwahafn dUtrict of Navt-TartT ' 
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A©rB«tf8EMENT. 

A BB mcesftity of mAmg pnUic ih^SMom^ 4e^ 
▼^•pemeaty is sot tess pnofal than aiipletmit^ i :Ch«K 
ry pi»88ible exeiftioii tod.bem Wed n^bieh I C0»U:d«- 
'vide, le render therptibUcatim imneoiiBisacy^ Imt qimji 
a^ten^t. b^ pr4^^ iB^fi^qtudl. The siiigiiiaF ^oi^i 
wbic& haire been a4«^ted mA lurBved by ^rtaio' iadi- 
i40t|ids9' for e^($ral y^F9^ pa«t| baye 1^^^ fif jo fl^ignu^ 
a nature^ as ta demand detection for the safety of o^- 
efS) and ef concimunitjs.. 

ProbaUy the akmals o^ no pr^stawt c^ntry, aatf 
.cei:tmly not 0f,mv, Qwni m^ fyrjm^lk daU itf any meat- 
nreoompaFabte with die; uajnri^ced^i^od ads and ptv- 
^dure wbieh are h^re discl^e4» 

I ask ^for notVmg but facta^aiid-ft-dedsnm; ^ofiva- 
pond^ntwith tbem. To these t am /<stly entitled^ 
and i to tiiese I cheerfully and 'willingly submit. If 
the dbcnments which are furnished in confirmation of 
the statement are allowed to have validity, it is presu- 
med the facts will bejoasily ^discovered'; and: that no 
combined exertions, can destroy Ifieii^ fefce. These 
Ikiay cause very diSererCt ini(pfesidio&s to be entet'tkihed 
«€ m€fn and measm-es, from thdse which a cominnatioir 
' Jbate l^^«mred to produee. 

I am weilawau'e that it^ will be deemed unpopular^ 
and probai>l]r by some ihlqurttms, to atteiitipt to ex^e 
the turpitude^ of member|»^ behmgifift to a. body whicU 
has been highly esteemed for talents and virtue ; or to 
call in question^any acts or decisions of an association* 
Yet the cause of truth ought not to be relinq 
because there are forn^idable obstacles to enc<< ^ ic 
Truth will maintain its- ascendancy , and surmov 
opposition. 
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It wUI, M douMy be i^sidered prefliiiiptaoiis fo^. 

$n individttftly who i4||tiidiBig ttuder tke cruel censure 

tf a eoiibiiiMfai^ift^attempt to encounter a great and 

|towerful bdcij) ;v^ih the least prospect of retrieving Im 

injured ri|^ts. But a sling and a stone in the hand of 

^Davtd^in arighteoils cause^ proved more effectual thaa 

•1^ whole -armour of Soifath. Should it be ui^ that 

^00 great plainness is introduced, I would reply, that 

flagrant acts, by whomsoever committed, are not com* 

monljr delineated in £^eble and unmeaning lan^age; 

nor would it be correspondent with the natfUre of die 

facts disclosed. 

Jn the delineation, it h^s been necessary to embrace^ 
many coarnecttng cnrenmstances, which have greatly 
protracted the work, but without which, so clear a 
• view of the snlijeet could not be obtuned. 

To the cMidid and dispaasionUte I cheerfully. sidi^ 
Htft it, 

Hindson, January ^My 1619. 



EltRATA. 

Psfee 13, Une 12 from boAom, read eweti for « evcr*^. 27; 1. 
20. 18 for • 13'— p. '53, 1. 12, 9» for « in*— p . 81, L ^ meiwV fiw 
• memoriaV— p. 82, 1. 10 from bottom, inference for « influence* 
—p. 113, 1. W, on for « at'— p. 120, 1. 6 from bottom, CreenvUic 
for « Greenwich'— p. 127, 1. 8 from bottom, surftoainglLor • sur- 
prising*— p. 147, dele « ?•— p. 172, 1. 10 from faottom, tocre for 
fwu*— L 2 from boUom, trifntt for < claims*— p. 175; 1. 20, ck- 
eking for •exerting*— p. 202, 1.1, fritm for «or^p. 209, L2, 
^oUcitude for « testimony*- p. 287, 1. 19, t^eurhy for « serenity** 

<>ti^ ciYors'majr possibly liaye escaped notice»~ 
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PROSCRIPTION 

DELINEATEDf &c. 

SECTION L 

xN the month of November, 1801, 1 commenced 
preaching in Sharon, Ellsworth societj, Connec* 
ticut, haynig been preyiouslj engaged by its com- 
mif tee to supply, for a very short period, the desk 
in that place. This society was formed chiefly 
from the town of Sharon, but embraced also a smaU 
section from the toxen of Kent. These. sections 
composed the limits of the society. The inhabi- 
tants, as I w^s then informed, had been occasionally 
engaged, for more than forty years, in endeavours 
to establish a society ; and had the preceding year 
BO far accomplished their designs, as to obtain a lo- 
cation from the legislature of the state. Previously 
to my arrival, I had engaged to supply them but one 
Sabbath; but by reason of their subsequent press- 
ing solicitations, I consented to tarry with them 
four« During this period, a meeting of the society 
ivas called, and as I was soon after informed by a 
committee appointed for that purpose, there was a 
unanimous request that I should settle with them mI 
the work of the gospel ministry. I immediately re- 
flected that the society was new, small, and compo- 
sed of broken materials, with discordant feelings 
among themselves, and having no church formed ; 
and hence I concluded, from these circumstances 
and its local situation, that its duration as such would 
\ii all probability be short. I therefore immediately 
2 
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informed the committee that I could not listen to^ 
their request, and must give them a negative answer. 
They earnestly entreated me not to give them a 
negative at that.time^ even if I should in future. 
They informed me» that tli^ir efB^vtn had been long 
and arduous to obtain society privileges ; that they 
had employed several preachers to officiate among 
them, •n whom they could not be^greed ; that they 
were now unanimous and harmonious ; and should I 
give them a denial, they in all probability would 
sink under the weight of their trials, and thus relin- 
quish the hope of society privileges, as utterly un« 
attainable by further efforts. By reason of tbe^G; 
suggestions, and a desire on my part that they 
might, as a parish, be stimulated to contitiued exer-» 
tions to procure a settlement of the gospel ministry 
among them, and consequently share in the rich 
blessings of their anticipated privileges, I consented 
to defer my answer to t^e committee until a future 
time, Yet it is but justice to remark, that it was 
my great object to become liberated from their re- 
quest, without weakening or destroying^heir future 
efforts to secure a preached gospel among them, 
^hus during the period of several months, I used 
every exertion to procure a release from their re- 
quest, and stUl leave them harmonious and vigorous 
to procure the settlement of some other candidate 
among them. But the greater my efforts and the 
more I discovered of their real situation, the more 
difficult I found it to leave them, without wholly 
dispiriting them, and thus rendering them speedily 
distinct as a parish. In this situation, the great 
queKtion in ray own mind was, whether I should en- 
counffei^^the obvious difficulties which must be ardu- 
ous and trying, if not insurmountable, by settling 
among tben^ ; or whether I should leave them 
weakened an^ disheartened by their unavailing ef- 
forts, probablyH^ be Scattered and lost as a society, 
by my accepting tf some other call in another place, 
under all circumstances, far more eligible. After 
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^ntntidi painful delibe^atioii, I discovered an nnwH-* 
lingneM on my part to see a society rendered ex- 
tinct, which, in all human prol^biiify depended 
upon my affirmative, or negative answer. In this 
situation, wholly regardless of my own peace and 
comfort, I yielded to their request, and accepted of 
their calL But previously to my offering myself 
for 'examination, which was rendered necessary in 
order to give them an affirmative answer, I waa 
pressingly called upon to accept of another invita- 
tfon for settlement, m a place where such forbidding 
obstacles did not obtrude. The reflection that 'E\1^^ 
worth society must shortly cease to exist, should I 
accept the invitation, influenced me to reject all 
other calls. 

About' this time a church was organized in EIls- 
worth which was composed of 28 members. The 
salary which was proposed for my support wata 
eighty-five pounds. It was the understanding also, 
that they were to fnmisb me with wood for twelve 
years, should I still continue their pastor ; at the 
expiration of which time they were to give me a 
wood lot of twenty acres, within a given distance of 
the meeting-house, but were no longer to be holden 
to draw my wood. They were, furthermore, to 
give me a settlement of six hundred dollars ; three 
hundred of which were to become mine on the day 
of my ordination ; and the remaining three hundred) 
ofwhrchlwas to receive the use, to become mine 
after the rate of tweinty-five dollars a year : But 
should I not continue with them in the ministry for 
th^ period of twelve years, I was to refund, of the 
last sum of three hundred dollars, in the proportioii 
of twenty-five dollars a year, for the deficiency cfi 
time, to complete the twelve years. Such was the 
understanding of the proposals made to me. Thes^ 
proposals, I remarked to their x:ommittee, would not 
be adequate to the support of my family, and would 
by no means render a comfortable subsistenee ; 
*^ that the labonref Wa^ worthy of his hire,'* iind 
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*^ that those wlio preached the gdspel, should lira 
of the gospel ;" that a clergyman was justlj entifled 
to a decent and honourable maintenance ; that hay- 
ing no patrimony, and being obliged to educate 
myself, in part, I should be wholly dependent on my 
salary for a support. They urged that their socie- 
ty was small and poor ; and that it would be seem- 
ingly impossible to increase the sum proposed^ 
which would even then be burdensome for them to 
discharge ; and advocated the idea, frequently ad- 
▼anced by those who had never estimated the ex- 
pense of -supporting a family by the purchase of 
every article of consumption and use, viz. that twa 
hundred and fifty or three hundred dollars a year» 
would decently support a family, with the probable 
savingof half or more of the same. 

I had, previously to this, suggested to the society 
the necessity of their establishing a fund, to operate 
as a boifd of union among thetn, and contribute to 
render the society permanent; the annual interest 
of which was to be appropriated to the support of 
preaching in the parish. Accordingly a fund of one 
thousand pounds had been raised by subscription, 
the annual interest of which would be two hundred 
dollars. As it was contemplated this interest would 
be promptly paid at the close of each year, and thua 
applied in part pay of my salary, it would, of 
course, be better than two hundred dollars raised by 
tax, which usually lingers in the collection, if it doea 
not prove wholly evanescent. I finally acceded to 
the proposals on these conditions, viz. I would make 
the trial ; and if it should furnish a support for my 
family, well ; if not, they must either add to it, or 
grant me a dismission. I was accordingly ordain- 
ed over the church and society of Ellsworth, on the 
2«th of May, 18J02, by the North Consociation of 
Litchfield county; and the church over which I 
had now the pastoral charge, was at the same time 
eonsociated. 

Being now inducted into the ministry, with an 
amazingly weighty and responsible charge resting 
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v^n m€| I entered upon its arduouft dotief witfi 
fear and trembliiig. The difficulties peculiar to a 
newly organized church and society, were to be en- 
countered* These were greatly enhanced by the 
defection and dissention of many who lived within 
the local bounds of the society. For a number of 
years^prerious to the location of the society, preach- 
ers of almpst every description had visited that re-* 
gion of territory : consequently but very few indi- 
viduals appeared to possess any just and accurate 
ideas of the doctrines of the gospel. Added to tfais^ 
great numl^rs had certificated tnemselves as belong- 
ing toother denominations; some, as was generally 
considered, to avoid expenses unavoidably incident 
to the support of regular society ; and also to pre* 
vent the obtaining of it ; and others, unquestionablyf 
in a conscientious manner. . Thus, from many of 
those "who were not of us,** although they Uved 
an)ong tis, we experienced many and severe trials* 
Although there was no stated preaching amoi^ 
these difTerent denominations, to my knowledge, for 
some length of time, from my first acquaintance in 
the place, yet many of them appeared to be unwil- 
ling that the society should enjoy the regular and 
Btated'priviieges of the gospel. By numibers, a hos- 
tility to the church and society was marked with a 
virulence distinguishingly characteristic of native 
depravity. The society itself, also, being compo- 
aed of sections from two towns, discovered in some 
degree a competition. These various considera- 
tions rendered it difficult to organize and harmonise 
oonflicting parties and interests. Yet as the socie- 
ty progressed in age, it apj^arently gained strength 
and union. The distinguishing doctrines of the 
gospel were willingly heard and received, by the 
generality of those who statedly attended on public; 
worship. 

My ministerial labours were not, however, confin- 
ed to the limits of my own parish. In addition to 
my parochial duties^ I was, for some length of time 

2=^ 
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after m^ ordmation, caBed upon to sttpj^ly^to a mb« 
aiderable extent, two neighbouring parishes. The 
old society in the town of Sharon^ which bad been 
Mipplied nearly half a century by the Rev. and pioon 
Cotton M* Smithy was now for the most part desti- 
tute of a preached gospel, by jeason of his infirmi- 
ties of age* Also, the south society in Cornwall 
Fas then vacant. Situated between these two cori- 
negations, which were only occasionally supplied 
hy candidates, I was very frequently called upon 
toafTord them assistance. Often, for. many weeks 
in succession, after delivering two discourstes on the 
Sabbath in my own desk, I have immediately gone 
to one or the other of these destitute parishes, and 
delivered to them one and sometimes two discourses 
on the same day, and returned home in the even«» 
jng. Also in cases of severe sickness in either 
j>lace, I was often called to visit them, and likewise 
to officiate at their funerals, and occasional lectures. 
Nor is a solitary instance itf r efusal - y t o either of their 
calls, within my recollection. During this pei'iody 
my itinerations in other places were, probably, as 
je&tensive as those of any other local preacher witfa- 
;in the vicinity. Frequently was I reminded, by my 
.iathers«and brethren in the ministry, that I must 
forbear -my labours, as my constitution could not sus- 
tain so much fatigue, and I should soon sink under 
4he burden. 

In the mean time, my domestic concerns engross- 
jtd much of my care and labour. About the time 
of n;iy settlement I had purchased a small place for 
jny residence, wholly out of repairs, and unfit for, 
-occupancy. Well aware my s^ary was incompe- 
tent to the support of my family and defraying any 
expenses in repairs, I laboured extensively with my 
own hands to render it comfortable. Consequently, 
after the labours and fatigues of the day, I was 
.obliged to devote a very considerable proportion Of 
the night to study. Qften did I find not more than 
two or three liours for jepose* As an additional 
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ttAj J^waa x^vf nhofily nfter my leUIemeBt, r«k 
quested to take the charge and instruction of youth, 
hi pr^aration for college, and hi purauuig various 
liraochea of :literatuce« Thus I was encumbered * 
mth the jcase of a feir pupUs, the compensation for 
^which was bj no means prpportionate to the bur- 
den. 

. Abo«t tluree a^id a half years had now elapse^, 
^when it pleased. A merciful God to visit theplac^ 

3;ith the effusions of his Holy ^kit. The work 
fegan tojaaapifest itself powerfully, in the mcmth of 
JNoveniber, 1805>and progressed during the follow- 
log winter ; and traces of it continued even until the 
.einsuing summer. This shower of divine grace 
^spread </Ver a great part of the parish. Its effecte 
were apparently deep and pungent. It was evideat^ 
]y the still small voice, wbith caused multitudes to 
exclaim with deep solicitude, ^^ what shall we do to 
he saved?" This work was not generally accom* 
panied with noke? or confusion ; but the subjects of 
it seemed deeply to feel and realize their wretched 
and ruined condition as sinners. The involuntary 
sigh, the deeply depicted anguish, and the anxious 
look, visibly expressed mpre than volumes could 
.fllescribe. Peoplje of all ages and denominations, so ' 
far as the work had apparently extended^ seemed 
more or less to share in the general solicitude and 
solemnity. As there had not, for a long period of 
time, heen any stated preaching by any other deno- 
mination, tin classies resorted to the meetings of m j 
appointment. Indeed, the certificated people stre«> 
nuously solicited my attendance with (hem -in pro- - 
portion to their numbers with the people of the so«> 
eiety. I had gratified their request for several 
-weeks, when the attention being n<nsed abroad, it 
Baptist, and, soon after, Methodist preachers flocks 
«d around us. A line was almost, instantaneously 
.drawn. Every certificated person immediately re*- 
sorted to Paptist qr liethodist 2U^tihgs> as thej 
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happened to be supplied widi either erder of pretcli* 

ers. 

And here, duty may render it proper to remark, 
that this occurrence seemingly gave a check to the 
progress of the work for a time ; and instead of the 

5 leasing prospect of the union of these nommaUjr 
ifferent sectaries with the society) to any considerft* 
hie extent, a formidable line of perpetual separation 
was evidently established. This consideration, in 
connexion with some irregularities among these de- 
ferent denominations, prevented me from giving a 
narrative of the revival to the public at that time, as 
had been usual on similar occasions. 

My time, after this occurrence, was wholly devo* 
•ted to the care and instruction of the people of my 
charge. And probably from November to March 
or April following, there was scarcely an evening, 
« few Saturday evenings excepted, in which I did 
not attend stated meetings in the different parts of 
my pariah. During this revival, there were at that 
time from fifty to sixty persons who were, in the 
view of charity, savingly interested in this gracious 
visitation. Thus the Lord had done great things 
for us, whereof we had the utmost reason to rejoice. 
Christians were refreshed and comforted; acces- 
sions were made to the church, and the society had 
become considerably strengthened. 

During the summer and autumn of 1806, the 
tneeting-house in Ellsworth, which had before been 
only incloHed, was now completed. This render- 
ed public speaking far less fatiguing. Previous to 
^his, I had sustained much injury to my lungs and 
voice, by speaking in an open house. Thus the as- 

Eect of things, in relation to the church and society, 
ad assumed an almost entire change, contrasted 
with their situation four or five years preceding. 

Early in the year 1807, 1 had found it necessary 
to adopt some different measures, in relation to oS* 
taining a support for mj family. I had ascertained 
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%y expenment, for two or three jeart preTtomff 
what I had at first anticipated, that my stipulated 
salary was far from being adequate to my support. 
Frequently I had reminded the society's commit- 
tee, that it WQvAd be necessary to make an additioo 
to my support, or liberate me from my charge. 
They urged in reply, that the situation of the pa^ 
rish would not admit of increasing my salary ; and 
for me to leave them would destroy it. In the 
spring of the year 1805, the only merchant in the 
place, and one of the props of the society, informed 
me he was about to remove from among us, for the 
want of a more extensive capital to carry on his 
trade. When I remonstrated against it, that it 
would greatly weaken and injure the society, and 
thierefore I could by no means become reconciled to 
it ; he replied, if I would assist him to a certain sum 
of additional stock, he would cheerfully continue 
his business, and I should share an equal propor- 
tion of.the gain or loss, as the business should result* 
After consulting with a number of my friends, both 
of the clergy and laity, each of whom advised to the 
plan ; and the sum of money necessary to a compli* 
ance being offered me in loan, by a friend, for a terns 
of years, at six per cent, I finally acceded to the 
proposal, and vested the stock in trade. In the 
transactions of the business of this concern I had 
nothing to do ; nor was my name ever known in the 
firm for some length of time. The concern was 
managed exclusively by the active partner. For 
two or three years the business succeeded as well 
as could have been expected. Yet the little profit 
derived from this source, did not supply the defi- 
ciency of my salary. Hence other measures must 
be adopted, to afibrd a maintenance. 

About that time, I had received repeated appli« 
cations, to leave my people and settle in other places, 
where they proposed a very ample support. But 
as an acceptance would still, in all probability^ have 
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l^roTed the ruin of Ellsworth society, I refused ^ 

: compliance. 

In the spring of 1807, when it was generally known 
in the place that something must be done, without 
. which I must leave them, it was proposed and urg- 
ed, that I should engage more extensively in the 
concerns of a school ; and in this manner, by my 
extra labours, derive a support. To this sugges- 
tion I urged the impropriety of assuming this addi-' 
tional burden, to the exclusion of my pastoral du- 
ties, and the deprivation of my own personal im- 
.provement in study : that it was then the only proper 
time, life and health permitting, to lay up stores of 
mental improvement, in vacant hours, if such could 
be found ; and that it would be unreasonable for me 
to impose this task on myself, which at most must 
be wholly a gratuity to the society, and exclusively 
for their benefit, when I might on any day, would I 
give my consent, accept of a generousi support in 
several ether places for my ministerial labours only. 
But these considerations were unavailing. It waa 
agreed by the church and ccciety, that they would 
dispense with my visitations, occasional lectures and 
other weekly meetings, except in cases of sickness, 
or on some special emergency, if I would consent to 
engage in a school* In the mean time, my fathers 
and brethren in the miaistry pressed my continu- 
ance with my people; and knowing the circum- 
stances of the parish, and the mcorapetency of my 
support, unanimously requested me to institute a 
•school. Thus I was over persuaded to listen to this 
expedient ; and, to enter upon which, it was neces- 
sai^y for me to expend several hundred dollars to 
erect a building, and furnish it with appurtenances, 
suitable for the convenience and accommodation of 
such an establishment.* 

I accordingly commenced the collection of some 
materials for a building, and had engaged workmen 
io put it up. My residence was one mile and • 
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<|[uarter from my meetiQg-IiottBe ; and a rerjr c<hh 
siderable proportion of the people of the parish 
sfroDgly solicited me to remove into the centre of* 
the parish, and have my school-buildiog erected-' 
t^ere. Indeed, much feeling was excited on thi$ 
subject. The generality of the people crentiially- 
proclaimedy that unless the school should be estabr 
lisjied in the meetingfhouse vilkge, they would not' 
cpnsent to have me engage in it. Some of my n^igb* 
bours averred, if I should remove into that village 
they would abaiiddn me and the society. During; 
this altercation^ a large number of the inhabitantaJ 
had negociated with a person wha lived in the cen-,: 
ter village, to exchange his place for mine ;,they' 
taking the whole burden and risque on themselves, 
so that I should have need to do nothing more than 
remove ; and had even Qxed on the time of, remo- 
val ; and had furthermore engaged to erffcTu school- 
building for hie, free of any charge to mysfjjf.. To 
this negociation I had also acceded. But, on a sud- 
den, this plan was frustrated by a defection on the 
part of the person who was to come into the occu- 
pancy of my place. This event threatened imme- 
diate ruin to the society. Not to remove to the 
center would produce general discontent ; and no , 
place could there be obtained : and to erect the 
building near my own dwelling would gratify merely 
my immediate neighbours. Hence, to sit still, I 
must perish, and to go forward was impracticable* 
A dissolution of our connexion appeared to be the . 
only alternative. Thus I resolved, as soon as the 
busy season of the summer was over, to convene a 
council and obtain a dismission.. Accordingly, 
when that period had arrived, I made known my 
intentions to the people. An alarm, was immedi- 
ately produced. Great efforts were now made to 
divert me from my intentions ; and all cheerfully 
expressed a willingness, w.ould I tarry, that a build- 
ing should be erected where I should choose. As 
the place could not be obtained in the center vU- 
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Ugfit tliera was an entire acquieseenee that the 
building should be established near my own dwell-* 
ing. A number of individuals even came forwardt 
and pledged themselyes, verballj, that if I would 
consent to have the building put up, and would fur- 
nish what materials I had aireadj collected, . and 
idso board the workmen, thej would supply the re- 
sidue at their own expense, i^nd defray the charges 
of the workmen* As much solicitude was excited^ 
I waited a time for deliberation^ In this period of 
time, I improved an opportunity of conferring with 
fiome of the principal inhabitants in Sharon towm 
Formerly a flourishing Academy had been estab- 
Usfaed in the old village, but it was now in ruins* ex- 
cept the building. My first object was to jascer- 
tain, whether they contemplated to attempt a revi- 
Tal of their institution ; if so, I would use no further 
efforts in respect to the establishment of a school. 
After receiving assurances from very many of the 
most inflaential men, that nothing should be done 
to revive their old institution ; that they had alrea- 
dy made a number of unavailing efforts to accom- 
1)lish that object, and that such a thing was evident- 
y impracticable; they gave me theiv pledges, 
would I establish a school, that their children should 
be placed under my instruction ; that they would 
render me all the jpatronage in their power, and no- 
thing more should be attempted with their decayed 
institution while! should continue my school. I 
then called on their clergyman, who had recently 
been settled among them, viz. David L. Perry, he 
having lately left the tutorship in William's College, 
to ascertain from him whether he contemplated to 
take students to instruct. I informed him that my 
continuance in Ellsworth now principally depended 
on that point ; and if he designed to take students, 
I should abandon all further efforts to set up a 
school; should immediately take a dismission from 
my pebple, and settle in some other place, where I 
Blight receive an ample support, without this addi- 
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tional burden. Mr. Pcrr^ strongly urged my con*, 
thiuance with my people ; and observed, should I 
leave fhen», they would no doubt be scattered and 
lost as a society ', that a very serious injury would 
i-esult to the town ; and that it would necessarily ' 
impose on him an adiytional task^ fie very strenu- 
ously recommended my engaging in a school^ and I , 
thiid: I cannot labour under a miitake in repeating 
the following as nearly, if not entirely, bis language 
to me on that occasion* Indeed, I rec^eived the im- 
pressions which the Ismguage naturally implies, and 
they have ever remained permanent in my mind. 
Its my jobject was at that tm^e to know on what t 
might rely, and it was in answer to my express in^ . 
quiries : 

" Brother Parker^ I did not settle in Sharon to 
teach school. I shall have no concern with a school 
in any manner here, further thati to visit the dis- 
trict schools ; and that I shall calculate to do, whe- 
ther I am appointed a sch%»l visitor or not. Tott 
may rest assured I shall not take any scholars to 
prepare for college ; nor shall I have any concern 
. with an academy here. I wish you by all means 
to institute a school, and I will render you all the 
patronage I am able. If they do not support me in 
Sharon, as a minister of the gospel, I will go where 
theywiU.'^ 

The result of this visit to- town was the turning 
hinge in respect to my continu?ince in Ellsworth. . 
With the pledges and assurances rendered, in con- 
nexion with the hopeful prospect of preserving the 
church and society under my care from beiiig ren- 
dered extinct, I was induced to comply with the 
proposal already made me, of erecting a school- 
house agreeably to the last propositions made to 
hie; and accordingly I made known to those indi- 
viduals my compliance. They requested that the 
work might be immediately entered upon, and that 
I would call on them for whatever was necessary to 
tM fulfilment of their engagements^ 
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it was late in the fall when the building waft en- 
tered upon ; but it was completed in the beginning 
of Pecember following. Often did I call upon those 
individualsy.fof their promised aid; and, with the 
exception of probably two or three days' labour in 
the whole, I did not, to my recollection, receive the 
value of one shilling, either in materials for the 
building, or to pay the labourers. After I had paid 
every expense which had accrued, the amount of 
which was from five to six hundred dollars, one in- 
dividual advanced one hundred dollars on stipulated 
conditions. The residue has ever remained it statu 
quo. 

The building being now completed, I commenced 
my school in it about the middle of December, 
I80r. The number of students soon increased be- 
yond what I had ever anticipated. After the first 
term, the numbec was so great as to render it neces- 
sary to employ two assis^tants ; very soon three ; 
and, eventually, four. In the progress of the school^ 
it became necessary to enlarge my dwelling-house 
for the accommodation of boarders. This I accom- 

Elished within the period of less than two years; 
aving already expended, to accommodate my 
school, from 2500 to 3000 dollars. 

In the month of May, 1809, if I mistake not, I~ 
was informed Mr. Perry had engaged an in^ruct- . 
ress, for the purpose of opening a female school iur 

^the old academic building in Sharon town; which 
school, it was stated, was to be considered. as his 
own. Unwilling to believe it could be a fact, in full 
recollection of his former pledges to me, as I had uni- 
formly been impressed, I soon called on him to as- 
certain the truth. He acknowledged it. was true, 
^nd that the school would soon commence ! I in- 
quired how it was possible, in consistency with the 
assurances he had made to me? He cheerfully ac- 
knowledged, unless.my memory is insensibly treach* 

^ ^rou^,' his engagements to me in the autumn of 1807 ; 
)mt observed, he was about to do this for mj henp 
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fit. He remarked, it was very improper for ma]« 
and feinale students to assemble under the same roof 
for instruction; that he contemplated to take all the 
females, and leave the males to my charge. 1 re- 
minded him, that my male and female pupils were 
in separate apartments ; that the females were un^ 
der the immediate care of an able instructress 7 and 
that the different schools were not together at any 
time, except for prayers, at the daily opening and 
closing of the school. I repeated to hin, that I had 
already expended a large sum of money to accom* 
modate the school, and that by reason of his engage- 
ments and solicitations, as I had ever entertained 
theidea; that his procedure would necessarily de^ 
prive me both of my right and my property; and 
. that it would have been {ir better for me not to have 
undertaken a school and incurred this vast expense, 
than thus to submit to the institution of a rival 
school, from one in nvhoia I had placed confidence 
as a patix>n. These suggestions were of no avail. 
He persisted in his sophistical argument, as a justi- 
fication of his going counter to his former assurances 
. to me. This statement iB strictly correct, unless I 
^ have strangely forgotten. I was truly surprised ! 
Nevertheless, he proceeded with his school! 

At the close of nid first quarter I went into town, 
with one of my neighbours, to converse with Mr. 
Perry,^n the subject of his speedily instituting a 
male school, under the same roof with his female 
school, as common > report had for a short time re- 
presented. It Beemed, by report, an arrangement 
had already been planned for this purpose ; and 
that he should be unknown to me, as having any 
concern with a male school. It was represented, 
that it was to be conducted in the name of a young 
gentleman, who had been selecte/i as the immediate 
instructor, and who had also been an assistant in my 
School the preceding winter. This plan, I consider- 
ed, if true, was artfully laid to rob me of the male, 
as the fornler was of tiie female scholars. On my 
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itfrival in lawn, I fouiiici a number of people assen^^ 
bled to attend aa examination of the school^ at the 
close of which I took an opportunity of conversing 
with Mr. Perry,^ in the presence of a number of gen- 
^emen, relative to his instituting a male school. It 
appeared that the subject was in agitation,, if not 
alreadj organized » I remarked,, that this was what 
I did not expect; that I had considered Mr. Perry 
bolden to me,, by promises, to hare no concern witn 
^ school in any form ; and that I had considered 
.him to acknowledge this promise, only about three 
months before, when establishing his female school ^ 
and that his plea for not regarding it then was, that 
IH^hools for both sexes dught not to be under the 
same roof ; but now,, it seemed, the time bad arrived 
when they might properly be united in the old aca- 
demic building in Sharon.. And, furthermore, I had 
considered the people in Sharon street as having, 
generally placed themselves under obligations to^ 
me, not to attempt to revive their school ; but would* 
lend me their assistance and patronage, if I would 
embark in a school and not leave my people*^ 
jFiidge of my surprise, when Mr. Perry immediately 
feplied, he had never made any engagements to me 
on that subject, and had never acknowledged any 
to me the preceding spring ! I then pointed out 
the very spot of ground where we were when I had 
^e conversation with him in the fall of 1&07, at 
which time t derived from him the idea e^an en- 
gagement ; also the room in which we were sitting,, 
the May preceding, when I understood him Cully to 
ajcknowledge an engagement. I observed to him,, 
it was true^ no other person was present at either 
conversation. But he persevered in the denial of 
both, and has continued to do the same ever since^ 
.80 far jas I have known. 

It is indeed strange, I could have so grossly mis- 
apprehended him in both conversations^ and espe- 
cially in the first, when my conclusions, to continue 
with or leave my people, were dependai)^ ugoa it!; 
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Hb* Perry fuf tIieraK>fe added, to mj inqpirks tt 
this time, tiiat he had had nothii^ to do with the 
estabtkhment of a male school, which had there re- 
cently been projected! At this I was mach asto- 
nished, having been rejpeatedly inforined he was to 
be the principal in the school! The gentlemen, 
present, as I then understood, advised and agreed 
they would give up all further efforts tp set u|> the 
acbool, as it appi^ared there were obligations (o me 
which, perhaps, some were not aware of, for my 
' exertions and expenses, in establishing my school* 
The next day, or perhaps the second following, 
I was in town, and informed by the young gentle- 
(^an^ who had been solicited to instruct the proposed 
school, that Mr. Perry had called on him, on the 
morning after my late conversation at the Academy, 
and strenuously urged him to go into the school ; 
and that if he would not go in, a teacher should be 
procured, whatever the expense sliould be to ac- 
eomplish it. This young gentleman also mention- 
ed to me, at the same time, ithat Mr. Perry had 
urged him to advertise the school^ and endeavoured 
. to persuade him it was his duty, in order to obtain 

?upils. I immediately went to theliouse of Mr- 
^erry, and informed him of what I had heard. I 
think I do not labour under any mistake when i 
say,^ he denied the whole ! His declarations, if I 
rightly remember, were totally the reverse on the 
subject of advertising,^ and sdso'on several other 
points. I found there was an entire clashing in the 
stories of this young gentleman, many of which 
were confirmed by some of the family to which be 
belonged, with many of Mr. Perry's declarations. 
As^ it seemed there was a determination, at any 
rate, to set up the proposed school, I very soon 
forbore to say mueh, if any thing more, on the sub-^ 
j.ect to Mr. Perry, as it appeared to me to be treated 
evasively. SufiSce it to say, the school commenced 
immediately. With the diflScullies which arose 
9mong themselves afterwards, I have no eoucernr 
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I can only say, I sincerely regretted the very aba- 
aive treatment, as I conceive, whkh the teacher ex* 
perienced, as I afterwards learned, in coRsequenee 
of having been ensnared ta engage in that school, 
to which for a long time he manifested much reluc- 
tance, and which he seemed desirous to avoid. 
The schools, however, were not of long continu- 
ance. But here I ought to remark, that some in- 
stances occurred in which students, who were sent 
from home with express directions to come on to 
my school in Ellsworth, were stopped in Sharon 
street, and overpersuaded to tarry there. And 
many efforts were also made to gain other students. 
It may with propriety be said, that most if not all 
the members of these schools in town, in reality 
were and ought to have been my pupils, from what 
I ever deemed previous assurances made me. I 
would further add, that after the male school estab- 
lished there for a time, had ceased, Mr, Perry was 
pleased to open another near his own dwelling, of 
somewhat ludicrous memory, in which he received 
students, and continued the same until about the 
time of the close of my school in Ellsworth, in 
1816. 

While my rights were thus assailed by the estab- 
lishment in town, my school still gradually increas-. 
ed in numbers. It was often composed of members 
resident in various places, from Baltimore to Ver- 
mont, and from Rhode-Island to Buffalo. The 
annual catalogue of my school, for several of the 
last years, contained from 200 to 250 names. As 
the institution flourished, I had also increased my ex- 
penses for its accommodation. Having long enter- 
tained the impression, that the usual mode of instruc- 
tion, pursued in academic institutions, was too su- 
perficial for the benefit of pupils, I spared no pains 
or charges to obviate this impropriety. I therefore 
increased the number of teachers, in order that 
every lesson might be thoroughly heard. I consult- 
ed the benefit and improvement of the youth in the 



y Google 



23 

Bjrgtem I had adojifed, and directed my efforts to its 
accomplishment. Nor have I ever reflected on 
my exertions, in that respect, as unsuitable. 

My task was now rendered truly arduous. The - 
stated supply of my desk, together with the dis- 
'Charge of the other parochial duties, which necessa^ 
rily devolved upon me ; an attendance in my school 
-from six to nine hours in a day, and providing for 
my family, which consisted usually of from Uiirty 
to seventy or eighty members, rendered my cares 
and fatigues truly great. Yet, even these were but 
a part of my burdens. The restrictive system, 
which our general government saw fit to adopt, 
coDimenced soon after my school was organized. 
This very sensibly affected the store, in which I 
had an interest, and produced an extensive loss on 
jmany articles of produce then on hand. It severe- 
ly affected also many individuals in that section of 
country, and placed them under great pecuniary 
embarrassments. It producd many apjplications to 
me for aid, as very many indulged the idea that my 
numerous school must bring in a flood of money ; 
•and not Reflecting that I had been, and even then 
was, at great expense to furnish it, they seemed' to 
imagine I could, without inconvenience, advance 
any sums of money at any call tp relieve the dis- 
tressed. My replies to such pressing applicants, 
that my disbursements had been immense, and that 
I was unable to gather collections sufficient to meet 
the neoessary exigences of my own concerns, would 
not suffice. They would still strenuously impor- 
tune: their property, perhaps, was advertised for 
sale by an officer^ which would soon take place, at 
•an immense sacrifice ; and if they could meet the 
claim by a loan, it would enable them to have time 
• to dispose of their property to advantage,- and save 
them and their families from distress and ruin. Or^ 
perhaps, they had a payment to meet at the bank, 
<which must be discharged at a given • time, and dis- 
appointments had overtaken them; without a loan^ 
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Aerefere, for a lAott tim^, their credit would be 
«acrificed» and they thus injured or ruined ; or lome 
otlfer pressing plea. When I informed such, I had 
not the funds ^n hand, and could not consistently 
afford them •relief; the very uniform reply to me 
.wasy " you can easily procure it almost any hour, 
Md it ahall be promptly returned whenever you 
wuc^t replace it p or perhaps within a given num- 
ber of days. Such urgent entreaties, by persons ip 
resd distress, with positive assurances of punctual 
remittances, my stock of liberality would not allow 
me to resist. And when confidently assured I 
should sustain no material injury in extending the 
arm of relief, I should have deemed myself highly 
criminal had I refused. Under suchcircumstances, 
and believing mankind to be possessed of a greater 
share of read integrity, than a more extensive ac« 
quaintance with men and things will justify, I yield* 
ed to their solicitations. 

Almost all sums, from a few dollars, to a thour 
sand, or thousands, w4re at different times furnish- 
ed, in compliance with such requests. These 
loans I obtained for their benefit, at different rates,, 
from 6 to 25, or 30 per cent. Yet whenever I was 
so fortunate as to have these loans duly returned, 
.or even afterwards replaced, I never received, to 
my recollection, over six per cent, on tl^e loan ; and 
never at any time do I remember to have received 
mne penny for my trouble and expense. Bui it 
must be observed, that a very great {>roportion of 
these advances, were never returned* Many were 
eventiially wholly lost. In some instances, real es- 
tate came into my hands as security ; but in no in- 
stance equal in value to the money advanced. 
Thus I was compelled to replace the loans I had 
obtained for the relief of the distressed, out of my 
own funds, and encumbered with, to me, a useless 
quantity of real estate, which greatly multiplied my 
cares and burdens. Of property of this desoription„ 
if I rightly remember; I had received within the pe-- 
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xiod of about three years before I obtained a diliinis-^ 
ffioD from mj people, to the value of about five 
thousand dollarg. Such we^e the &uit» and ^ects 
of tbe iBxercifie of beaevolence, to those in distress,, 
who had made solemn assurances to me, that 1 
should sustain no injurj or trouble by granting their 
^equests.^ 

In the mean time, there was a great deficiency 
m. the payment of my salary^ The annual interest 
of the fund of two hundred dollars, which it had 
been contemplated would be promptly paid on the 
ist of June» yearly, was greatly neglected. I am 
Tery confident, there was no instfmce, while I resV 
ded in Ellsworth, of my receiying in cash, on what 
IS called the fund day, over thirty dollars, and usu^ 
a|Iy not over twenty- I often times gave receipt^ 
to individuals for their fund interest, gratuitously,. 
m consequence of thei^ pleading their inability i(h 
pay it. I. also, frequently gave receipts to others,, 
at their request* to receive something at a future- 
day from them, whicli was often more to my injury^ 
than to have given a discharge, aft first. Thus ve^ 
ry little was accomplished to any real benefit, from 
the operation of the fund. The complement of be- 
tween 80 , and 90 dollars, to make up my nominal 
salary, was usually attempted to be raised by sub«^ 
scription. To accdmplisn this successfully, it was. 
common to call on m^ ta subscribe first ; and if my 
subscription was liberal, possibly the residue was^ 
supplied on paper. In this manner, with an almost 
entire neglect to furnish my wood, did the yeara 
pass away. For several years previous to my disr 
mission^ I very often made the proposal to indi'^ 
yiduals, and urged their acceptance of it, that if 
they would give, me only one hundred dollars ia 
cash, at one time, they should be entitled to all the 
avails of my salary for a year. I could find no one 
to accede to this. I well recollect a time,.whea 
by losses sustained, the fund was not full; and 
therefotee by the constitution, untiL the deficiency 
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was supplied, the interest could not be legally coI« 
kcted on anj part of it ; and even the fund com- 
mittee refused to enter upon the duties of their ap- 
pointment, untif the deficiency was supplied ; at 
that time I stepped forward and supplied the defi- . 
ciency at my own expense, . in order to render the 
fund still obligatory. It is very obvious, that there 
is a wide distinction between a parish^ or fonm, 
supporting an individual^ or an individueU sup- 
porting a parUhj or town. I shall, however, only 
repeat a very common observation, when I say, the 
latter was pronounced to be particularly applicable 
to my case. It is strll fresh in the recollection of 
Tast numbers, that for some length of time, while 
clergyman in the parish, and sole proprietor and 
manager of an extensive literary institution, I was 
at the same time, seemingly necessitated to become 
cashier for very many ; and often their accountant, 
cotmsellor, arbitrator, benefactor, and peace- msLker. 
If a person needed assistance, of almost any name, 
or kind, it is well known he was sure to call on me 
to supply his wants. Nor were these acts of kind- 
ness limited by the lines of the parish, as great 
numbers will testify ; or even by the town or coun- 
ty. Some, who lived at the distance of more than 
two hundred miles, wiU, no doubt, acknowledge 
their obligations of gratitude for distinguished kind- 
nesses conferred. -^ 

In the spring of 1812, I made application to my 
church and society for a dismission. The cares 
of my school, with the additional burdens which 
had grown out of it, especially by extending relief 
to the distressed, and their not fulfilling their en- 
gagements to me, had brought on a train of con- 
cerns, which necessarily occupied my whole time 
and attention. In this situation^ I had no opportu- 
nity for study ; nor t:ould I discharge my duty to 
myselfj or my people. Hence to dismiss my 
school, would deprive me of a support, as my ^ala- 
ry was incompetent^ and would also be a sacrifice 
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of several thousand dollars expended in its estab* 
lishment, -and still lead to the necessit j of repeat- 
ing the same request. This method, thereforei 
seemed to be the only alterpative. The church 
and society were unwilling to grant my request. 
We had ever lived in mutual peace and harmony ; 
and it was truly unpleasant, to be obliged to make 
this requeflt. But duty appeared clearly to de^ 
mand it. They immediately appointed their com- 
mittees, to confer with me, and to endeavour to de- 
vise some expedient which might render unnecesr- 
sary this event No efibrts were neglected, to se- 
cure my continuance with them. Yet all their prcv 
posals, could not remove the obstacles, which de- 
barred. me from the opportunity of study. Thus, 
after six months, spent in fruitless efforts, to obvi- 
-ate my reque«t, the church and society reluctantly 
consented, as the only alternative, to the calling of 
a council for my dismission* This council assem- 
bled on the 13th of Nov. 1812, and was composed 
of the following members, viz. Rev. Messrs. Peter 
Starr, David L. Perry, Timothy, Sfone, Josiah 
Hawes and Joseph Harvey. The delegates were, 
deacons, Amos Fowler, Paul Smith, Josiah Hop- 
lins, Eliakim Mallery, Samuel Norton and Myio 
Lee. The whole of the North Conscociation of 
Litchfield county had been notified to attend, but 
the rest failed of giving their attendance. Mr. 
Starr was diosen moderator, and Mr. Perry, 
Bcribe. 

My request for a dismission, with the reasons as- 
signed, together with the concurrent votes of the 
church and society were exhibited* It appeared^ 
that there had been, and still was an entire friend-^ 
ship subsisting between m}rself,tmd the church and 
society ; and it was observed by some of the coun- * 
cil, that as there appeared^ to be an entire harmony 
among us, it was not known how a dissolution of 
our connexion cQuld be effected, unless there was 
some Jiharget or accusation exhibited, as a ground 
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#n wliicli i« predicate a dirarisiien. I itm aceorck 
ingly ealled upon to Baj, ff I had not some charge 
which I could alledge against either the church or 
•ocietT* I informed them I had not ; that thej ap^ 
paared to me rather as members of my' own tunily^ 
thatt otherwise ; that It wafr with reluctance I had 
called for a dismtssien) but necessity impeHc^ me 
to it* The committees of the church and scFciety 
were then called upon, to saj, whether thej could 
not exhibit some charge, or accusation against me» 
They repUed they had none. They state^d tiie 
exertions they had made, to ^evail on me to con* 
tinue with them; and their earnest desire it should 
^ take place ^ but finding noway to effect it, the j 

' were reluctantly obliged to consent to my request, 
' as nothing short would relieve my feelings. After 
the council had deliberated by themselves a sfiort 
time, I was called upon again, and again, by theot^ 
and the committees as often, and the enquiry pres9- 
^, whether we t^ould not criminate each other* 
^ My astonishment was indeed excited, at this pro- 
cedure; yet we had no criminations with which to 
gratify their manifestly eager desire. After a time 
•I was c&lled before the council^ and it was si^nift- 
ed to me> that i was highly criminal for being plun- 
ged into the cares of the tvorlJL I inquired what 

,^ tt meant! — 1 put the Inquiries, whether they were 
not the very persons^ who had adviMd^ and urged 
me to set up a school ? Whether some of their 
number had not repeatedly applied to t»e for pe- 
cuniary assistance ? and whether some of them had 
not received from me^ the aid th^ had rexjuested ? 
and whether others were disaffected^ because / 
could not grant their urgent rtqmsts ? I enquired^ 
whether it was criminal, to exercise benevolence^ 
*|>y rendering them assistance, when they urgently 
solicited it ? and whether, if it was right to grat^ 
ihem in their requests, it would not be equally so 
to gratify the requests of others,' who had mftde 
their applications wUh efual soUeitude, and whose 
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p^EMsp^Cits df fttlfilli^ their epg«g«meat», were 
9qvMy a» probftbie as ia theai- own ? And novr be^ 
cause a su«iber bad failed in tb» fuIfilbaeDt of their 
promisea ; wbefi all Ihe aatistaace rendered by me, 
was without fee, or reward/ greatly to my own in- 
coftveitieiiee^ and solely for their benefit ;' and 
whe9| by ihek default) I waa compelled to advance 
my own fiiada t^ supply the sums obtained for their- 
rc^f ; becatiae I had been enabled in some iostan* 
ees .to ^tiun, aa part security, real estate, by 
which meana my earea and bardens were un-' 
expeetediyf and greatfy increased ; I inquiredf 
if these were any cibjeets of n^ Ofvu udcing T wbA 
eonld there be any propriety in saying it was crimi*. 
sally plnnging in the cares of the world ? If so^ 
ikea their own aecommodations, and requesU had 
plunged me imio this eviU for all these things were 
httimately coimected with, and had grown out of 
anjf establtfthment of a school in which they had nr- 
gcd me to omIbwsA* I .inquired, whether any othar 
motive eontd be imputed to my efforts, but that o£ 
pure benevolence ? and whether a person was to 
be censured, in proportion to hia excess ia the ex- 
erose of benevolence, towards his diskessed fellow 
men? Bat no— all was in vsnn* It was easy to., 
discover who were active in this transaction. The 
council soon came to a result*. And whatever 
stings their result may contain, I will cheerfully en- 
dure their smart, in preference to belonging to the 
Bttfinber of those who devised the instrument of 
torture. 

I e^y their result, as delivered to me by their 
register. 

^^ The coascoeiation'^ having matureiy consid- 
ered the reasons offered by Mr* Parker, for his dis* 
missien, and the concurrent votes of the chur^^ smd 
society, do judge it expedient, that under existing 

*For consociatioTit I haye generaHjr snbslituled the word 
councils irhich is a term more co^nmouljr used yrhtn sft- 
tfng as a eoart. 

A 
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circuxastancds, the pastoral relation between Mr« 
Parker, and the church and society in EHsworth, 
be dissolved ; and the same is hereby dissolVed.'^ • 
** At the^same time, the consociation feel them*^ 
selves constrained to say, that they consider it ve- 
ry unhappy, and very imprudent, for a' minister of 
the gospel, so to entangle himself in the cares of 
this world, as to incapacitate himself to attend to the 
duties of the ministry. And feel themselves ima- 
ble to exonerate Mr. Parker from blame in this 
case, and think they cannot recommend him for R12- 
fii^TTLEMENT, in the work of the ministry, until he 
shall relinquish those careSy and worldly avoca-^ 
iionsy which liave hitherto disqtuil^ed him for 
the minisiry^ and give himself wholly to the" work. 
Bnt when Mr. Parker shall have relinquished those 
extra concerns, not attached to a school, which 
Iiave hitherto impeded his usefulness, and do at 
this time render necessary his dismission, n^e con 
cheerfully recommend him as a very suitable pet^ 
son to be improved in the churches as a gospel 
minister. 

Passed in consociation, Nov. 19, 1812.*' 

"Test Peter Starr, Moderator. 

" David L. Perry, Scribe. 
^* A true copy of) 
record attest, y 

Joseph Harvey, Register.** 

Should we not have expected, that Christian 
meekness, would rather have influenced brethren, 
who had repeatedly called for worldly assistance, 
arid even been favored with it, to^ have taken an ac- 
commodating brother by the hand, and have said 
to him^ brother, you are entangling yourself with 
the cares of this world ; we fear you will bring re- 
proach upon the ministry by such procedure. We 
earnestly entreat you, therefore, to desist. Would 
not this method have .partaken as much of the spi- 
xit of the gospel, as when knowing these entangle- 
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inebts were enhanced, by aflfording this aid, they 
still neglected those frequent opportunities of pri-^ 
vale admoBition, and without any previous charge, 
or suggestion of wrong, came forth and pronounced 
a public censure? Reader, judge for yourself.— 
Yet permit the inquiry, Are these the rewards of, 
perhaps, an~ almost unexampled series of benevo- 
lent acts ? But I forbear. Possibly some devel- 
opement of this mystery is but just before us. 

But a few days had elapsed after my dismission, 
before the Rev* Timothy Stone, of Comwell, call- 
ed at my . house, and informed me he had made a 
journey expressly to see me ; and could no longer 
remain at rest until he had unburdened his mind. — 
" Do you know, brother Parker,*' said he, " the 
cause of the sting contained in your disnussion V^ 
I replied it was probable I did not know the extent 
of individual proceedings ; yet many things if ere. 
apparently obvious respecting some of the mem- 
bers* He observed, "brother Perry and brother 
'Harvey were determined to get you-^silenced." I 
inquired of him, on what grounds ; as I had never 
known of any complaint, or suggestion of imprc^ri- 
cties against me. He replied, " They urged, you 
were plunged into the cares of the world !'* I re- 
marked to him, I thought it very singular that Mr. 
Perry should urge this, when he had expressly 
pressed my engaging in a^chool ; and intimated, as 
1 had understood him, that he would render me ev- 
-ery assistance possible; and that he had alsorie- 
peatedly called on me to be helped to a loan in mo- 
ney ; and that after I had advanced much expense 
to accommpdate my school, he had instituted 
schools^ evidently calculated to diminish my num- 
ber of pupils, which must necessarily plunge me 
into much pecuniary embarrassment ; that, of "all 
men, he must assuredly be the laat, to suggest the 
complaint of my being plunged into worldly con- 
cerns, as no individual had probably contributed so 
extensively to entangle me with them. 
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I observed, in retpeet to Mr. Harpej, who had 
been connected with ns but a short time, and with 
whom I had but little acquaintance, I cooid not dfr* 
vine the origin of his motives, unless Aey had arisen 
from his apparent hostility (o a yonng gentlemao, 
"whom I was then assisting in his education ; for 
which apparent hostititj 1 could in no manner mes 
count. Mr. Stone then observed, ** thej did every 
thing in their power to get you silenced ; but as 
they could not succeed in that, they would consent 
to nothing short of the sting contained in the re>- 
sult of the council. To this, therefore, we were 
obliged to yield, as they would not on any consider- 
ation, descend any farther. I could not remain qai^ 
et:any longer,'* said Mr. Stone, "without commij^ 
nicating to you their hostility^ and causing you to 
know they were you^ enemies, that you might be 
on your watch and guwrd respecting them.'' Such 
was the faithfulness of Mr. Stone to me on this 00*^ 
easion ; and hia apparent feeling and frankness oa 
the subject, clearjy implied, that he deemed it im- 
portant that I should possess this information for 
my own safety. I presume he will st^l acknow>- 
ledge, as he has before done, the facts on this sub^ 
ject, and that this is a faithful narrative. 

The connexion having been dissolved betweea 
myself and the church and society of EHswortb;^ 
as they had made no arrangement to supply the 
desk, and bemg unwilling to have them remain des- 
titute of a preached gospel, I went forward and sup^ 
plied them on the following Sabbath. They imme- 
diately proposed to hire me, by the six months, or 
year, and to continue their nominal salary as before. 
To this I objected, for the same reasons for whtok 
I had asked for a>dismisBion. I infc^mod them, I 
was anxious they should speedily obtain a resettle- 
ment of the gospel ministry among them, smd I 
would cheerfully unite with them in the aceoffipiish>-. 
ment and maintenance of this important object. As 
no efforts were made to obtain aagr candidate, al* 
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thoitgh I trtqntntiy urged it, I contfiiiied to aopply 
them gratuitoufllj for nearlj five months. Findmg 
thejr woaUt procure oo other, supply, in the month 
of April following, I engaged one myself, viz. Mr. 
Orange Lyman, with whom for some time I had 
formed a personal acquaintance, and whom I had 
selected as a suitable person to take the pastoral 
.charge of that church and people. He began his 
supply the laat Sabbath in April* His perform- 
ances were very acceptable to the congregation. I 
felt it to be my duty, to procure his settlement, if 
'|>6fi8ible, immedkitel V,, as he had pressing applica- 
tions in some other places, by which we were liable 
to be deprived of hmi \ and because delays, in ob- 
taining a settlement, are usually attended with in- 
creasing obstacles in a parish. 

During this time,; the society's committee had 
come to an examination of their accounts with me, 
and found a balance, in my favour, of several hun- 
dred dollars, with a probable deficiency for wood, 
for six or seven years. This appeared to excite an 
alarm, lest they should be unable to cancel my 
claim, and stHl fnrnish aa immediate supply for the 
de^k. To remove these apprehensions, and encour- 
age them to press forward without delay, to obtain 
a settlement of the gospel ministry, I relinquished 
almost the whole of my demand. I was well aware, 
at that time, that without great and persevering ef- 
forts, on my part, nothing could be effected* I ac- 
cordingly requested a meeting of the members of the 
society, on a given day,, for the purpose of entering 
into some measures^ which might accomplish the 
object so necessary to us. I had projected the 
plan of raising an addition^al fund of 2500 dollars, 
to be vested in bank, the interest of which, togeth- 
er with the interest of the old fund, could that also 
be vested in bank, would^ probably afford a comfort- 
able support for a clergyman ; and which, if effect- 
ed, would be calculsited to render the society equal- 
ly perxnanent with the permanence of its funds. A% 
4# 
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irhkh mqt with approbatkm g^iiBfaHj^ ; btit tWd^^or 
t&ree influential men did tibt mpt^t to give it MUlA 
countenance, and prommnc^a it fttipr«eticabi6* I 
liad prepared qn inistf ument for sttbirertptidn, for tli^ 
|mrp6se of taiisitog the proposred futtd, In y/thith f^ 

' Was conditioned, if the amount was not sub^ei'ilk^A 
Ifithin two weeks, the subsicribers would hot be- 
come h6lden ; btit if filled within that time, tkh 
liubscribefs were to be hddeli for their tenp€e9t¥t 
l^ms. tt devolved oti tfiyiirelf, ^Iniost ^xtimit^lff 

Ao procure the subscribers ; and the <w6 we#kfc 
Were faithfrilij deroted hy mfe to its aeconiplfelh 
Snpnt, As an encouragement to stimuhtte to gr^at^ 
er liberality, 1 induced several to stibscrfbe libe^l^ 
Jy, who would not otherwise have subscribed at all, 
by assuring theni that I would advance the half, or 
whole of their subscriptions, as I particuliu-ly stipt^ 
lated with thetn, sind which I afterwards fttMlted. 
Thus, by unwearied exerttons, and subscribing lAjt- 
self betw^n four and five hundred doHars, th^ t^- 
niount Was obtained in due time. 

Very shertly aifter, the church and society unit- 
ed in giving Mr. Lyman a pall to settle among theon^ 
dnd he w&s accordingly t)rdained in the month of 
August, 1813, tn the accwnplishment of theste 
objects, and it Will readily be acknowledged they 
were attributed wholl)^ to my efibrts, it appeared 
that I had incurred the displeasure of those indi* 
viduals, who had not discovered a lively interest In 
the establishment of the new fund ; and their dis- 
pleasulpfe has been severe. But this was trifling in 
comparison with the importance of th^ object* 
sodght to be obtained, viz. — the building up of the 
society, and its elteblishmeht on a permanent basis^ 
*Phus the expenses, which accrued to me ftor th^ 
J[)enefit of the society, Within the 6rst year after ob*- 
taining my dismission,'' as nearly as I could then es-- 
timate, amounted^ to ^bout 900 dollars. I have 
been more explicit in giving these particulars^ on 
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ittttO^dMtel)^ Mbif^qirMt to tsj dhteiMtoii^ I ^ 
«te«m>ilf^d i0 d^ia« a plin wkkh irpuM be die wM 

«en« ^ m^ tfeltdd» irlt&aift n l^tdl 8lucf ifict of ail tU 
IMtfljr f bM6Mdi» <)f dollMi wU^ll I had ab^d^ ^ 
^M^f^ r(Bf# iHtt^e<mHMd[sklSdo^ And bf Mtriesti^ 
iil<ft«I#fi^6ltt Whitlb, i fbit fb^ I ffltoiild b« ennbted 
Mkyrll)^ ldbe«cM« diMiihgttged 6t^m mf cytfaet 4^^t^ 
ki- «dM<5^]*MS) ^d ife«« stpii^ily f Mtttle id dM Oiiiil*- 
ttf' A^. t*Mf scli^ bftd tth^i^f becTdtM YSfft^t^ 
fiMMit^^ 4lid I tiriiM M i^ti« wdaid Ibeti harf% e«IM 
it «»r6gafr6^ ti6 Btty, v«ry ^etebf*!^; ft ^^p«ar«d 
M tM Id b^ suittjibto mud p^^^^ fo kk\^ tfV«rjr eM*- 
'T^Bi^tice iiiftdife f0# a piSMiiitieill ^Odblltbniltfl^ I 
tlfei^r^ sld^l^d lfa« f^^^rttfg^Att^ Altb^ltgU- 
kitit^ of ^« i»ta<te elttitned td 13^ tll# patMHtitf 

kMikifiee,' k^ ^I'd^r to etilat*ge mn aCCMmodatkMii^ 
uM ^1^ for floifie Y^filimerftfibft for ^y {i^st «^^ 
i>eb^»^ MhI I Wdifid civfeerAilly ^acD tlui wb^ 
^elMblnfknfeftt at th« di^dial and direcfioto ^ tb« 
t^i€. Cotild diiil bbj«ct b& aci^tt^iab«d^ it WM 
IHj ii^ntion thtnib Witbdi*ttW^om fb« dULfg^ tf 
the institutioDi and bav^i %h^ Btkt^ appoint softie M^ 
%4ct^Bsot io ttKflfiag^ ltd cotfcer^y and thnd ^<Hiti6ue 
the ai^fulfiefit^ of th6 school ^ 

Aedordingiy I applied m th« l^gisktul^^ m iht 
May seSfiHon of IB 19, and eenVersed, rdatire t6 my 
contemplated pldn^ with at^y Metik>ers of boHi 
l^useS) Witb WbditI I had a personal ncquai^tanci^^ 
Imd irho bad knbWii th<^ efibrts ^hkh I hfrd inad« 
for tay eistabttshment, and its sticdea^. The v^y 
uniform- reply ttiade to me Wa^, ^* that of all men, I 
odgbt td receive assi^tanee, as probably no ten meh 
in the «tate had ever done as much for a literary 
institution. They iktformed'ine, the expenses of 
the state ^vete fhen greatly enltehced, ti^ reason of 
the waria #hte|| the iiation wad engaged; buttHi 
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MOB asrtheir extra expenses sbould aftl«e> Uiey h^i 
so doubt the contemplated aid would be laSbrded." 
•Indeed, numbers entertained tke idea' that i4 would 
:ayen then he granted.. In consideration <>f these 
encouragement^ I presented a petition before the 
legislature, at that session, for assistance.. My re- 
•quest was not granted, professed^ for the rees<ma 
eireadj assigned, viz. the increased expenses of the 
state. . Tet it was the opinion of individuals gene- 
Tally, so far as I had qpportunities to converse^ that 
4indoubtedfy the state would grant me ten thousand 
4oiIara^ so soon as their expenses^ should be re** 
.trenched. With this encouragement, I proceeded 
to erect a boarding-house, also to enlarge my own 
■dwelling and the school-building, which produced 
an additional expense of about six thousand dollara. 
.'[CbeSe, with my fern^r expenses^ made in the f^- 
gregate about fourteen thousand dollars^ In the 
May session of 1S14, I .made application to the geV 
ners^l assembly* with a view to obtain assistance ; 
but it was deferred for the reasons already mention-^ 
ed; also the same was attempted in the October 
session follawing.^ . The encouragement was still 
hoikienout, that as soon asKthe war should cease, n9 
doubt I might safely calculate on a remuneration^ of 
at least, ten thousand dollars. 

In connexion with these expenses,, it may not be 
improper to mention, as ii^timately uniting the links 
oCihe chain, that not a few youths shared largely 
in my ILberaiity, in relation to their education* I 
recollect of no period^ after a year or eighteen 
months from the commencement of my school, in 
which there was not from one to four or five,, either 
indigent,, or .indigent and pious youths,^ who were 
continually sharing, more or less, in my liberality. 
Bome received gratuitously their tuition only; 
more, their board and tuition : others, books, cloth- 
ing, and some other necessaries. Nor were bene- 
factions bestowed on them merely while they were 
at my school. Several were aided, more or l.ess, 
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f ihrougfa litetr edU^mte ttudiefi. I have bo beiU*- 
two in aBsertingy as my full belief, tiiat- had I kept 
regular charges of my Tartens acts of charitj, thns 
bestowecl, during ray resideoee in Ellsworth aode- 
ly, the amount vould hare equalled, if not exceed- 
ed, &ve thonsmd dollars* 

It is, furthermore, well known, that ray benefac^ 
ilpns were not confined to the different classes ak 
ready enumerated. To the needy, tibe destitute^ 
and the afflicted, I have never made the Inconsolar 
ble tender to their scdicitations, ^* be ye warmed 
and be ye clothed." I have eirer deemed it a prir 
rilege to impart, to their comfort and necessities, a 
portion of what a merciful^ Providence was pleased 
fo afford me. 

In respect to the assistance rendered to those in 
trouble, oy helping them to sums of money, together 
with endorsements and suretiesi, of which I have be- 
fore given some account, iny tax has been very 
ample. From as accurate an estiamte as I have 
been able to make, respecting these particular con- 
eerns, I have been compelled to advance, at a total 
sacrifice, about sixteen thousimd dollars. The 
foregoing statement of my charities wcMild not have 
been inserted, had they not been made , the occasion 
of abusive treatment, which I have received from 
those who have sought my injury. 

In the autumn of 1814, commence a scarcity eC 
cireulating medium. Until that period, I had never 
plead diiiappointment, as a ten^r, in payment of 
any claim against me^ but the creditor was sure of 
strictly prompt remittances* Nor was the instance / 
but seldom found, in which the same procedure was 
not adopted, where I had beomne surety ffM* ot&erft. 
Frequently have I been compelled to advance, as 
.encbrser, sums of t5oney, even to thousands of dot- 
krs, on the short notice of a few hours. As- the 
scarcity of money increased, I found it extremely 
difficult to meet the demands^against myself, and 
sup^yfer the delinquencies of those fiwr whom I 
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liad underwritten. Tet these were accompltsbed 
to a considerable extent ibr a time. Aware that 
difficulties would soon await us, in this situationy 
and two, for whom I had extensively endorsed^ be- 
ing called upon in an unplea3ant manner, I endea- 
voured to negociate a suspension of payments, for a 
giyen period of time, not only for myself, but all for 
'Whom I had underwritten. While attempting to 
accomplish this object, in hopes that all might yet 
sail through the tempest, the neglect of one indi- 
vidual, to fulfil his engagement, to attend to a nego- 
ciation at one place, while I had successfully attend- 
<ed to all the others, left the gate open for the 
flood to burst in upon us. This individual was al- 
ready in difficulty, and this gross neglect rendered 
unavoidable the ruin which ensued. And now the 
fatal die was cast. This event took place about 
the middle of December, 1M4. To struggle longer 
was unavailing. Like a sadden torrent, sweeping 
all before it, the attack was made.* 
' The disbursements which I had already advanc- 
ed for endorsements^ school, society, and charities^ 
were indeed very great. Yet, from as accurate aa 
estimate as I could make, at the time of failure, of 
the property of which I was then possessed, as it 
cost me, it appeared that I had enough to cancel all 
demands against me, and leave a net bdance in my 
favour of about eight thousand dollars. But in the 
settlement of claims, by coertion, property bears 
little tiif no proportion to its value.' And. my anti- 
cipations of legislative aid, could now no longer be 
indulged. Although a national peace was settled 
the following month, yet it has never produced one 
cent of remuneration : and I am sorry to add, that 

. that protection which the laws have jiecured to ma- 
ny others, who have never been distinguished oa 
the list of public beneficence, ha» been withheld 

, from myself. 

When I found the storm on a sudden about to 
burst upon me, having been one ofthe fund commit- 
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tee for tiro 7«ars, it was my first object to secort 
tie funds of the society. » A& I had. paid the pre- 
ceding year more than three hundred dollars on my 
late fund aubscriptiony I. entertaaned the idea that 
there was but one hundred remaining, having no 
papers by me to which to resort. To secure this 
jsum, therefore, with several small fund collections 
then in my hands, embracing every thing within my 
recollection, i speedily made out a mortg^e and 
forwarded it, without delay, for record* Shortly- 
after, anothei* of the fund committee called upon 
Rie, when I informed him of what I had done. I 
enumerated to him the particular sums comprehend- 
ed in the mortgage. He, not having the papers 
with him, supposed I had exceeded the amount ne- 
cessary, to secure. Afterwards, when recurring to 
the fund subscription, instead of one hundred dol- 
lars,- as we- had supposed, an hundred and fifty 
were due on my subscription. Thus there was a 
balance, in favour of the fund, not secured by mort- 
gage, of between forty and fifty dollars, for which I 
gave a note. The last mortgage given did not dif- 
fer greatly from two hundred knd fifty dollars. This 
I put upon a piece of meadow land, of about three 
and a half acres, on which was a barn lately built, 
of more than fifty feet in length, and well nnished, 
and also a carriage house* The land itself was then 
estimated at one hundred dollars, by the acre. . 
This property afterwards became the society's, in 
consideration of the above mprtgage and note, 
which probably afforded them a. net profit, of at 
least fifty per cent^ on the ckims. 

I have been more particular in giving this state- 
ment, in. consequence of exertions made to propa- 
gate the story, that I had obtained and squandered 
Ae funds of thp society, by which means they were 
likely to be ruine^. Indeed, this declaration was 
made in my presence, by a clergyman, not, per- 
haps, the most friendly, as has since been apparent^ 
within a few months after, and represented in a very 
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Mb^FOunUe light. Thi« k din oidjr esse, of whicli 
I have Mij kiiowMge, where netttioii eould be 
made of funds in my hands. Hence the depriva* 
fieB wasBotenthepart oCthe|U>eiet7,fairtni]r owft. 

Sneh is*the natnce of man, and such ate the oh* 
Tions rewards of excessive benevokace. Hoar 
true it is, *< thatprMpertfy gom$ frkndsj but od^ 
ffers&ff tri$^ them.^* - And these triets ace, bo donrfttf 
often proportioned to Ae extent of awHeiiled fa* 
▼ours conferred. Suck is the disposifioii of mas^ 
that in return for undeserved tavoiirs rendered, m 
Bine instasces bot of ten, he wiH unquestiomUf 
toad his benefacfor with vite ingrBtitode^ 

Here It may be neeessarj to revert to a circuai^ 
stance, from which have proceeded eflS^cts, singular 
and unaccountable. In the mcmth of Janaarj, 
IBIO, a young gentteman by the name of Rando^ 
Slone, then to me an entire stranger, made a|ipU» 
tioB for admission into my school. He presented 
me with a letter from an acquaintance, irtating hm 
circumstances. He was an orphan, who bad recent- 
Yy become hopefully pious. Being without fanda 
himself, or relatives who were in a sHnatioa to res- 
der him assistance, his object was to obtain an eip^ 
portmifty of attending my school a abort time, with*- 
out advancing but Uttie, if any, pecuniary coBipe»- 
sation. After some oonverBation with him, reUtvve 
to hb circumstsnces, and his views and ex^ciaesy 
I agreed io receive him for a time, and make bia a 
privileged student. He accordingly entered my 
school ; and having gained satisfaction of his pieljr 
and talents, and being induced to believe he woidd 
be useful in the ministry, should his 1^ and health 
be continued, I was desirous he shoutd receive a- 
classic^ education. Of course, I contiawed hisaiii 
my school until the December iMfoviag, wlien I 
made applicatioB to the North Consociation of 
Litchfield county, which had for a short time beds 
formed into a clmitiMe society, for the purpose &l 
aidiBg pious mdigent young men hr their edueatioB 
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far ttie g<M^l mwttFjr, to receire him imder tlieir^ 
painmage. The hmxA of trusteei who w<Qre duly 
antfaors^ by i&e coiwtitiitioii, received him vnder 
Aeir care and direction, and aiOforded him fiooae oi« 
aktaiice* They jdse gKve him to underalatid) that 
he migli^ «ipect areasonahie aMiatanoe from tiiem^ 
doriag the periodof his coilegi&te studieS) and gave 
hka Stecikmf^ in relation his procedine in his 
ai^dies. At the mmud meotfog of the society, in 
Septendber foSomng, I reeeiyed the appohitment 
ef one of ihe board of tmi^ees^ doubtless in refer- 
ence to the care of this recipient, although I still 
continued tod^ray Booie portSoe efhk expenses. 
When ther board of trusses were together, the suc- 
oeedh^ spring, it was agrlsed, and given to me in 
charge, if on examination, at the approaching cmn- 
imencement, I should find Mr. Stone was qualified 
to unite wrdi the sophomore class of Tale college^ 
ihat I should present him for admission. This I 
-ttecopdiBgly miff and he was received. It became 
necessary, in order to his mettiberabip in coHegCy 
that bonds should be entered for the payment of hia 
-quarter bill8% A«t he had no relatives who were 
"Willing to grant him this favour, in view of the assu- 
f^iices made him from the charitiJ^ie society, I en- 
ifeored my own bonds, not a6 a trustee, but an indir- 
'Vidiual. 

At the next meeting of the society, immediately 
«ncceeding his admission into college, viz. Septem- 
ber, IB 1^2, I reported to the society what I had 
doiie in compliance with the directions of the trus- 
tees, and also of the entry of my bondsl It was 
'4ioon observed, by one of the members present^ 
4fa«t '^ if I had given my own bonds to secure the 

J>aymentof Mr. Stone's expenses, he was sufficient- 
y provided for, and they need not advance any 
.ntore funds." I at first supposed the remark mere- 
ly romantic, and treated it as such ; but the result 
proved it to be in earnest* In appointing trustees 
for 4he coming year, I was liberated from the bur< 
5 
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den. This at once indicated, that I was to Iiare 
no controling influence oyer their funds, to applj 
to the relief of mj. bonds given. I had already as^ 
certained the amount of his arrearage bills, the por- 
tion of which it devolved on him, or them, to paj. 
) proposed to the society, if they would advance 
funds to meet this demand, together with a small 
sum to furnish his room in college with necessary 
jtf tides of use, I would defray the residue of his 
expenses the coming year» This was not granted. 
They, however, appropriated one half of the pro- 
posed sum, which was insufficient to meet the ar- 
irearage claims ; and thus he remiuned destitute of 
even one farthing of their aid in college. 

I soon perceived there was among them a report, 
injurious to the character of that young man, calcu- 
lated to destroy the reputation of an amiable and 
excellent youth, whose piety Wd correct deport- 
ment had been fully manifest. This appeared to 
have been propagated, or advocated, by Mr. Har- 
vey. I was enabled, on the spot, to repel the mis- 
chief, by stating to the society the origin and falsity 
jof the report, and referring them to ample testimo- 
iiy in proof of what J had advanced. I was shock- 
ed at such a procedure, direetly calculated to de^ 
utroy or mar the reputation of one, whose piety and 
correct deportment were his only recommendations, 
and which had been amiably maintained. 
. As no assistance had been rendered by the socier 
ty, to meet suiy future demand, nor, indeed, suffix 
eient to satisfy the old claims, it became necessary 
for me to furnish funds to defray every charge, 
^his I accomplished. As it was inconvenient forme 
to attend at the next ^pnual meeting, in September, 
1813, 1 requested the Revt Mr. Lyman to ask the 
society to afford some assistance for Mr. Stone, as 
I had defrayed all his expenses the, preceding year. 
As t afterwards understood Mr. Lyman, he made 
jthe application, agreeably to my request, and Mr^ 
Harvey immediately opposed it. ^r. Lyman re^ 
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pfied to Mr. Harvey's, remonstrances, again an9 
^BgjBiiny but to no effect. Mr. H. stated to the so^ 
ciety things greatly prejttdi<^iai to the character and 
defudrtment of Mr. Stone, and assured the society^ 
that he felt authorised to make this statement to 
them, as he had received it from one of the faculty, 
of Tale college the preceding term ; and it was due 
to them to have this information, that they might no ^ 
longer bestow their funds on an unworthy object ; 
and that in consequence of this statement, a moti9ll 
was immediately introduced before the society, by 
Deacon Tanner, of Wairren, having previously cal- 
culated on the precise amount which^r. Stone had 
received from them, that no person should receive 
appropriations from the board of trustees, over this 
specific amount, without a special resolve of the so* 
ciety. 

At this information I was amazed ! Not long 
after, I was at the Rev. Mr. Starr's, and made in- 
quiry of him relative to this transaction. J derived 
from him the same idea, as I had from Mr. Lyman. 
In November following, I was at New^Haven, and 
called on the tutor of Mr. Stone's class, and inform* 
ed him, I had heard an unfavourabte account of Mr. 
Stone. The tutor, not knowing the relation in 
which I stood to him, as benefactor, as he afterwards 
informed me, asaured me that the information was 
entirely unfounded ; and proceeded, without delay, 
to speak more in commendation of Mr. Stone, than 
I had ever before heard any of the faculty speak 
of a member of college. I inquired of him, whe** 
ther he would be willing to put it in writing ; to 
which he cordially assented, as a just tribute, to r^- 
pel BO gross an attack. He accordingly drew up a 
certificate, and signed it ; after wbich^ it was pre- 
sented to the President, and the rest of the faculty, 
who as cheerfully subscribed to the same. It is 
evident, from examining the triennial college cata- 
loigue, that there had not been even in a single in- 
stance any change in the college officers sipce the 
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preceding qftarter^ wheiiy aecardbg to Mr. H's de« 
chiffatioii) he bad received the aforementiofned ii^ 
formatioii from one of their Dumber* I subjoin the 
.certificate to which the faculty subscribed. 

. « Yah College, Nov. 30tb, 1 8 13. 
^< These may certifj, that Randolph Stoae, of the 
*' Junior Ciassy has sustained^ while here, an irre* 
*^ proachable moral character, and has uniformtT- 
** behaved with propriety towards the faculty of 
« this College, 

« M^T^dBw R. DuTTON, Tutor,'' ^ 

^^ The above representation is, in my opinioDi, 
correct* 

" T. DwKSfHT^ Presidents 
^^Aratius B. HuLii, 
^^ Sam'l. L Hitchcock, 
\ f^JoHN Lan«doji, 

^'JOSIAH W. Qll^BBy 

**^CHAui!rcEY A. Goodrich.*^ 

On my return from New^Haven, it so happened, 
that I rode several miles in company with Deacon 
Tanner. I inquired of him respecting the repre- 
senfalioD of Mr. H. before the charitable society, 
at their late meetings He related to me Mr. H's 
.statement, which appeared to me to comport entire- 
ly with the accounts given by the Rev. Messrs. 
Starr and Lyman. DeacoRi Tanner added, that in 
consequence of Mr. H*s 6tatement,he felt that they 
were bestowing charity on aa unworthy object, and 
made the motion himself for the purpose o^ cutting 
I off farther supplies. I then exhibited to him the 
above certificate, on the reading of which, he ap-^ 
peared astonished! and if my memory serves me, 
he remarked, he could not have indulged such an 
idea of Mr. H^ I observed, I did not hear Mr. H's 
statement, but if I had received correct informa^ 
tion respecting it^ the proceeding wa)iuQ«ccQQata-- 



y Google 



45 

Me. I lidded, for him to plunge «m into great 
peemiiarjr e«iberra89i»ent, by lisiyiiig oecimiied e 
deti^qnenc j; o« the part of the soeiet j, I eomidiM^ 
ad to be far the least otiI vhif^h bed reeiilted b^m 
hk efforts. IMeed, I could net enteeoi it any thing 
in compari^im with hi* agperaifig thfi repntetim <tf 
% y^tog mmf who anstaioed m irreproaehable chie 
racter, which was all hia depeodiince* Deacon 
Tanner replied, thai lueb an (attempt, be presuaied, 
I ahould not suffer to paata unpoticed. 

The RcT. Bf r. Stor 9ko read the certificate, J{ 
I have not strangely forgotten, the reaeiariis of Mr. 
Starr were similar to those of his late delegate, 
Deacon Tanner. Mr. Starr subjoined, that he 
hoped the subject would be fairly adjusted by Mr. 
H» without the necessity of proceeding to public 
measures. 

What could have induced Mr. H* in these cases 
to have adopted the uaasures he had pursued 
against Mr* Stone, it best known to himself. Yet 
many people entertained the impression, that he in- 
dulged the expectation, if Mr. 8tone could be re<- 
moved from the patronage of the charitable society, 
he should be ensibledto introduce a young man frooa 
faia own parish, to fill the vacanty and ^ecer\'e the 
privileges. 

It was, I believe, in February following, that I 
4rst^aw Mr. H* after this transaction. I took an 
opportunity to converse with him abne on the sub- 
ject; but could not obtain the least satisfaction. He 
justified his proceeding, by saying that he hsftl re- 
ceived his information from om of the faculty of 
Yale .College the preceding summer. I then in<* 
formed him, I had lately obtained a certificate from 
the faculty, none of whom had been changed from 
the summer term, which appeared to give an entire^ 
ly different complexion to the suoject I believe 
Mr. Hf will yet acknowledge that, at receiving thia 
information, a tremor shook his fraime, and palenesa 
brooded upon his countenance. - He however still 

5* 
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EerBisted that he had done right. I finallj gave 
im to understand, that he had not afforded me anj 
satisfaction on the Subject ; bat, on the contrary, 
had strengthened my dissatisfaction. He might, 
therefore, consider that interview as the first step 
towards a regular investigationi^f the subject, agree- 
ably to the rules of the gospel, contained in the 
18th chapter of Matthew. 

It was so ordered in Frovidence, as Mr. H. lived 
at the distance td^kbeut fourteen miles, that I 
had no opportunity of seeing him, when accompa- 
nied by one or two brethren in the ministry, untfl 
more than.one year had elapsed from the first inter- 
view. Nor had he, during this time, made the 
least effort to render me satisfaction. In the mean 
time my failure had taken place. And how very 
common is the impression, when a person is strip- 
ped of his property, let it have proceeded from 
whatever cai^se, that a destitution of character is 
tiecessariiy attached. This I conceive to be dis- 
tinguishingly the case in Connecticut. Hence this 
evidence is seemingly derived, that property, rather 
than virtuBy in the view of mankind extensively, is 
what gives weight knd stability to character. 
,; In April, 1815, I received information of an ex- 
tra ministers' meeting, only the day before, at the 
house of the Rev. Peter Starr, in Warren. I was 
informed, that only three ministers had given their 
attendance from abroad, viz. Rev. Itfessrs. Timo- 
thy Stone, of Cornwall, Joseph Harvey, of Goshen, 
and Asa Blair, of Kent. One of. the number soon 
after, viz. Rev. Mr. Stone, gave me the following 
information, as I understood him : that some weeks 
previous to their late meeting, Mr. Harvey had 
requested him to desire the Rev. Mr, Starr to com- 
mence a deal with me. He very soon communica- 
ted the request, and received an answer from Mr. 
Starr, that he Jiad no grievance with me whatever,^ 
but was entirely satisfied himself* 
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Not long after, Mr. Harvey called on him, Mr. 
Btone, and requested that he would acGom|>any 
Mr* Harvey to Warren, where he expected to meet 
Mr. Blair, at Parson Starr's ; the object of which 
meeting was, to prevail on Mr. Starr, to commence 
a deal with me. He accompanied Mr. Harvey, 
and on his arrival found Mr. Blair, as was expect- 
ed. They then ccnnmunicated to Mr. Starr, the 
objeet of their meeting* Mr. Starr informed them^ 
lie had no grievance with me, and should decline 
doing any thing about it. After considerable con- 
versation had passed, and some stories of a slander- 
ous nature were communicated, Mr. Starr finally 
consented te become agent in a prosecution. At 
the time of my receiving this information from Mr. 
Stone, it was my impression, and it has ever since 
been my full belief, that Mr. Starr's yielding up 
his own judgment, and consenting to be an instru- 
ment in the hands of those designing men, arose 
frdm the debility of an age which had exceeded the 
Amits of three score and ten, and that he would 
have acte^ diiTerently in his better days. 

It would sesm, that the venerable Mr. Starr, be- 
ing a man of long established character, and experi- 
ence in the ministry, would give greater weigh t^ta 
a prosecution, than one in younger life, and who 
had but just entered upon the ministry. 

In compliance with his engagement, the Rev. Mr. 
Starr called upon me, on the 23d day of May, 1815, 
in order to take the first step, in a course of disci- 
pline. Well aware of the object of his visit, from 
information already obtained, I invited him into my 
study, to afford him a convenient opportunity of 
communiciating his business. After sitting for 
some time, as if reluctant to enter on (he duty of 
his mission, I^introduced it myself, by informing 
him, I was apprised of the object of his visit, al- 
though I was ignorant of what^ were to be his allega- 
tions ; that I had the fullest confidence in the recti- 
tude of Jiis intentions ; and should, not receive it 
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liiritiadlj from htai, if my one mitat engage to if; 
that lie bad estered upon this cenceni ; and re- 
^ested^ therefere, that he would proceed, withoitt 
further dday^ to ccunmeBee hia labonra. 

Mr. Starr began, by observiag he h$d a griev* 
aiice with me, as I had not extricated myself frooa 
the cares of the worId> in which I was entangled, at 
the time of my dismission, and devoted mysetf 
wholly to the ministry, as they- had expected ; and 
hence he alledged that there was a Iweach of pro*- 
mise. I entered into a lengthy detail of circum^ 
stances with Mr* Starr, in relation to the causes^ 
which had thus, unexpectedly and unavoidablj 
brought this train of cares upon me. I observ^dy 
he was conscious, that no person could attribute 
avaricious motives to me, but on the contrary, ex>- 
cessive benevcrience. I remarked to him, that he 
well knew, my whole efforts, for several years, had 
been directed to public, and individual good ; that 
if I ever had any distinguishing object of ambition, 
it was, that I might be' under circumstances, in 
which I might be enabled, to be continually educa- 
ting a number of indigent pious young men gratui- 
tously, for the ministry. Mr. Starr acknowledged, 
'that my labours had been . indefatigable, probably 
more than almost any other, three men would have 
been able to perform. In respect to my ministerial 
labours, he would cheerfully allow, that previous 
to engaging in my school, I had probably preached 
more than any other minister in the association, in 
the same period of time, and that he bad often cati^ 
tioned me to desist, lest I should destroy my 
health ; also, since I had a school, that my labours 
would undoubtedly equal those of any other 
preacher in the vicinity. In respect to my school, 
that it had succeded, beyond that of any other in 
the state, the college excepted. Mr. Starr readi* 
ly granted, that my charities in educating pious, in* 
digent young men, in all probability, had eqiialled, 
if not exceeded those of the charitable society » 
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Tiiat instead of being supported hy a parish, k 
would rather seem that I'hitd supported a parishf 
and that they were ^Imbst exclusireljr indebted to 

. me for their privileges ; and that my .liberalities, kt 
other respects, probably far exceeded those of any 
other individual in the county, or state.*^ After he 
had cheerfully acknowledged all these, and eveil 
many more things, I inquired of him, what better 
method, I could have devised, than that which I 
iiad adopted, to become disengaged Jrom worldly 
concerns. I reminded him, that he would well re» 
collect himself, and every other member c^ the con^ 

^ aociation, who was present at my dismisssion would 
well remember, that there was no time limited by 
them, in which I was to acccMcnplish my liberation ; 
of course, there could be no propriety in suggesting 
tb& idea of any breach of promise, as none had beeA 
either made, or implied; that under these circum« 
stances, I thought it A^ery ex.traerdiiiary, that sueK 
a grievance should be alledged» 

Mr- Starr then proceeded to state a second grier^ 
ance, in relation to a concern with John Talhnadge*,, 
£sq« I gave him a full statement on the subject^, 
and referred him to Mr. Tallmadge himself, to con- 
firm my own statement ; and that this grievance 
was consequently without any foundation. 

Mr. Starr then alledg^d a third grievance, pur- 
portin'jg to relate to a concern with Gen. Thomson. 
I assured him, it was entirely new to me, that I 
knew not whence it arose, or to what it should el^ 
lade. These composed his list of allegations. Mr.. 
Starr did not inform me, whether he was satisfied 
or not with my replications, nor did he mention to 
me, that this was to berconsidered the first step, in 
order to an investigation^ He withdrew, as I theiti 

* My apology for msertiii^ th6 (bnegoins eoneessions of Mr.. 
Starr is, that the reader may have a more eiear apprehemioD 
of the real state of tacts, and moi^ readily discorer the i»* 
eonsisteiitsjf of their ground of procedore, together with th^ 
Apparent source? (>f enry. • ,^ 
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ftupposed^ satisfied himself, if others should not 
again instigate him to proceed. 

Mr* SUrr went immediately on to Mr. Perry^s, 
in Sharon town, to attend, professedly, a monthly 
meeting ; although as he did not belong to that circle, 
it would seem more probable, to report the result of 
his interview to his employers, most, if not all of 
whom attended. On the following morning, I re- 
paired to the meeting. The particular civilities of 
those, who had influenced Mr. Starr, to engage in 
his late undertaking, were singularly conspicuous 
towards me. This circumstance afforded reason- 
able evidence that Mr. Starr was not to rest satis- 
fied. Consequently, at the close of the meeting, 
Mr. Starr called on me for another interview, ac^ 
companied by the Rev. Messrs. Timothy Stone, 
and Charles Prentice. I readily attended to the re- 
quest. Mr. Starr observed to me, that he should 
consider his conversation with me the preceding 
day, as the first st^p, in preparation for a public 
prosecution ; and should now proceed to take the 
second. I replied, that he would proceed. 

His ^rat grievance, he stated as before. I ob- 
served,; that we had conversed largely, the day be- 
fore, on the subject. If he was not then satisfied, 
he would not now be, by repeating it. He would 
therefore proceed. He then exhibited the second 
charge, relative to Mr. Tallmadge. I replied, I 
could add no more, than I had already said, respect- 
ing it ; as he had since had bo opportunity of con- 
versing with JVIr. Tallmadge, for a confirmation of 
my assertions, it would be unavailing for me to re- 
peat them. Hence he would please to proceed* 
Mr. Btarr replied, he had no more. I reminded 
him, there was a th ird charge, the preceding day* 
Be added, he did not consider that as a charge, and 
should withdraw it, I gave him to understand, that 
it was a slanderous story, and I felt myself injured 
by such a report. I should, therefore, expect him 
to inform me whence he received it. .He replied, 
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**4e 8h(mtd not mform me." I repeated, that I 
surely ought to knoW^ who my slanderers were, that 
I might be enabled tQ repel so Tile aspersions ; and 
jCOuII not doubt his willingness, to discharge his du- 
ty towards tatf in giving me the necessary informa- 
tion. He again replied, " he should not inform 
m€." I rejoined, I thought it extraordinary, and on 
moral principles, I considered him bound to inform 
nie. He replied the third time, with much energy^ 
*^ he should not iftform me." I noticed apparent 
difiooatent, in one of the persons present, when I 

Sressed this question, and therefore desisted. Mr. 
tarr then observed, that he was through. I receiv- 
ed no information from him, at this time, whether 
he was satisfied, or not ; nordid he use any efforts, 
to my remembrance, to cqnyince me I was in fault ; 
nor did he signify to me that he should farther ^r- 
fcue the subject. .Yet a person must, I conceive, 
be very short sighted, uot to have clearly seen the 
object in view. My feelings, respecthig so novel 
a procedure, can be more easily imagined, than de- 
scribed. 

I then requested of Messrs. Btarr and PreU" 
tice, that they would accompany me, in taking the 
second step with Mr. Harvey. They hesitating- 
ly assented. I called on Mr. Harvey, who im- 
mediately came forward. The Rev. Mr. Stone al- 
so volunteered his attendance. After obsjerving to 
Mr. Harvey, that I had taken the first step with 
him, more than one year before^ as he would well 
remember, and he still had refused t6 render me any 
satisfaction, I should then proceed to enter upon 
the second. Having laboured with him a long time, 
to no effbct, as he still justified his proceeding, 
and received occasional strength from some of those 
who acconipanied me, contrary to my former views 
of declarations made, I informed him, that no satis- 
fection was obtained from him. I should, therefore, 
consider it my duty, to file a complaint, and call 
bim before the association, for their investigation, 
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ittd decisioii, relative to his proceeclkigi. He db^ 
aerved, if I have cot greatly furgotteiH I lieed nfot 
adopt this measure, with aa t^^ctatioB of prevent* 
ims him from acting on my trial ; for he would aetir 
and vote. This established^ what their whole eon- 
duct, toword me, had obviously exhibited, that mj 
prosecutioB was premeditated^ aod sure. I ihm 
replied, I supoose Mr* Harvey, you prohdbly in* 
ibrmed Mr. Starr of the G^-TlMNiison story- 
There was almost an iostantamous agilatiott, and 
fluttering, or, I was deceived^ Mr. Harvey, witih 
much apparent hesitancy, began tp r^y, and eta«- 
meredy-^-finally observed, '^ I do not know ; I be- 
lieve I did tell Mr. Starr, the story 5 but I never 
heard of i^ until Mr^. Stone told it to me, in April, 
when we w^-e going to Warren." Mr, Starr 
seemed rather to choke, ^h* stammer, but soon said, 
be did not know, or remember who of tfa^n told 
him ; but he heard it mentioned^ when they were 
at his house, in April* It appeared to be finally 
agreed, that Mr. Harvey told Mr- Starr ; but Mr. 
Harvey received it from Mr. Stone on the road to 
Warren. As the subject evidently gave much un- 
easiness, I forbore to pursue it. 

I then requested the Rev. Messrs. Starr, ?ujd 
Prentice, to accompsuiy me, in taking the second 
step with Mr. Perry. 

I had, for three oi< four years, been urged by one 
or more members of the church under his care, ai^ 
others, to call him to an account for preverrications, 
or falsehoods. I had declined, as it was equally in- 
cumbent on them, to enter upon this discipline, and 
as I thought, far more so ; and also, as J was then 
a settled minister in the same town. It was, how- 
ever, deferred. But, some time previous to pur 
then present meeting, I had recommenced the eti- 
jquiry with Mr. Perry ; and not having gained any 
satisfactipri, I improved that opportunity of pursu- 
ing it* The second step was tjlen taken, but it 
did not produce the least satisfaction. Mr. Perr^'^ 
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in accordance with Mir. Harvey'tf tate decIaraiUniti 
if I mistake not, asswed me, ibut it was needless to 
ponnie these steps, as he would act and vote 
wfaenever my trial should be attended. I thought 
it smgularv that both 6f these ministers should 
make such declarations, when I had from necesBity^ 
a# I cefiomed, commenced my inquiries long be« 
fore them ; and even before I had any knowledge 
or expectation that such a procedure could possi* 
bly be undertaken against me, or probably any pro*** 
scrjption was contemplated. We then dispersed. 

As I was informed, either in the same or follow* 
ing day, which I do not recollect, by one who ac- 
eompanied these clergymen on their return — ^all be« 
ing on horseback, Messrs. Starr, Stone, and Har- 
vey, rode side by side on the road — Mr. Starr said 
to Mr. Harvey, " I am sorry you told brother Par* 
ker about the Gen. Thomson story." Mr. Har*' 
vey replied, " I should not have owned itj had I 
not supposed you had told him all about it." Mr. 
Starr said, ^< no, I had not^ I did not mean he 
should know it." Mr. Stone expressed his re- 
gret, that I should have received any information 
about it ; and finally those remarks were closed 
with this expression, if I do not mistake, by Mr« 
Starr, " brother Parker is too cunning for us, and 
if we do not look out he will have us all down 
yet." If this declaration was true, it was very ex* 
pressive ; and I think clearly indicated an expec- 
tation that I should soon fall, unless I should dis- 
cover their efforts in due time, in which case, pos* 
sibly, the evil might recoil upon them. Stich were 
this ideas I received, as nearly verbatim, as the 
strong impressions then made on my mind are still 
retained. 

Soon after I saw the Rev. Mr. Stone, who had 
of late appeared \o be very actively engaged, and 
conversed with him relative to his reporting the 
slanderous story respecting Gen. Thomson, with- 
out first coming to me to ascertain whether it waa 
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irdi fotinded. I infiirraed faioi, I felt my self great- 
ly injured by bh procedure, and that his, conduct 
was in direct violation of the rules ^f the gospel. 
He justified his conduct, and affirmed that be was 
rights I replied, he would not than preach to hi? 
church and people; that the consequences in that 
case would be fatal both to him and them; and that 
bis practice, surely, ought to accord with his pre- 
cepts. That in the present case, the injury 8i}»> 
fained was, in every respect, far more aggravating 
than that of persons in private stations. To slan- 
der a clergyman, was productive of immensely 
more mischief in a community ; and to be slander- 
ed by a clergyman, was, in my opinion, equally 
heinous. But these reasons had no influence on 
Mr. Stone. He still averred, that he had dope, 
right. I assured him, it was by no means satisfac- 
tory to me, either in principle or practice ; and I 
must beg leave to refer the subject to the associa- 
tion for a decision, unless he should accommodate 
it in a proper manner ; and that he would necessa- 
rily consider that opportunity as the first step to- 
wards an investigation* 

About the first of June following, I received the 
copy of a complaint from the Rev. Mr. Starr, 
which contained only the first article of charge, and 
at the same time a notice to appear and answer to 
this complaint, on the second Tuesday of ^id 
June, before the north association of Litchfield 
county, to be convened at Burlington, in the coun- 
ty of Hartford.. 

The following letter from John Tallmadge^ Esq. 
was received, if I rightly remember, on thS day of 
its date ; and evidently written without the slight- 
est solicitation froip any person, either directly or 
indirectly; but prompted solely by a conviction of 
the importance of suppprtii^g truth and repelling 
ilander, 



y Google 



ir5 

** Warren, Bih Jme, ISlii. 
Rev. Daniel Parker, 

Dear Sir — Some time Bince, ibe Rev. Mr. Starr 
called on me to know if the prevailing report .of 
the failure of our secaritj, hy means of a subse- 
quent deed from Mr. Parker, was true. I replied 
that it was. He replied, that it looked like fraud. 
I observed, that in whatever light the public might 
be disposed to view the transaction, yet, from con- 
versation with Mr. Parker, 1 had every reason to 
believe, that it was done without the least tn/eii/ton 
or design to injure or defrand us. Some time af*- 
ter, Mr. Starr informed me that he had conversed 
with you on the subject, when I ngain repeated ia 
him my full belief y thai no fraud or evil was in" 
tended by Mr, Parker. Mr. Starr observed, I do 
not believe we have jany evidence of the fraxtji. 
Accept this, sir, as proceeding from that spirit of 
friendship with which 1 am, Bincerely, yours. 

JOHN TALLMADGE.'' 

It may be necessary io observe, that Mr. Starr 
had already taken the first and second steps with 
me, on the charge of having practised fraud upon 
Esquire Tallmadge, although he had omitted it in 
his complaint, of which I had already been served 
with a copy. As the Writer of the preceding let- 
ter was a member of the church, under the pasto* 
ral care of Mr. Starr, also one of his nearest neigh- 
bours, and frequently a delegate from the church, 
and who, of course, must have been sensibly ag- 
grieved, had the allegation the slighes^ foundation, 
the letter would seem sufficient, not only to repel 
every imputation of guilt on the part of the accu- 
sed, but strongly to implicate the accuset of at- 
tempting unchristian measures, to cast a blot upon 
innocence, by producing infamy, and perhaps a cen- 
sure, when the accuser had previously been assu- 
red that the charge was groundless^ even by him 
whom he had alleged to have received the injury. 
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On th^ second Taesd&y of June, I appeared be- 
fore the association kt Burlington, and found the^ 
complaint already exhibited* I informed the asso- 
cialion 1 had not come prepared for trial, as two of 
^y important witnesses were out of the state ; the 
one gone to New Connecticut, and would not retura 
until September following ; the other confined ob 
a bed of sickness, in the state of New- York ; and 
my other witnesses resided at the distance of 30 or 
10 miles, which would render it difficult, and even 
impracticable, to attend at that time ; and as I had 
previously contemplated a journey to the west- 
ward, within a few weeks, which could i)ot be ac- 
complished until the middle of the ensuing Septem- 
ber, I should make the request, that the complaint 
be laid over for trial, to the next regular meeting of 
the associalion, on the 4th Tuesday of September 
following. In the mean time my witnesses might 
probably return, and I should be enabled to per- 
form my intended tour ; whereas,' should they ad- 
journ to an intermediate time, I should be deprived 
the important privilege of absent witnesses, and 
ftk»o be prevented from the performance of my 
journey- It was observed by the Rev. Jonathan 
Miller, at whose house we had assembled, that he 
considered my request to be perfectly reasonable ; 
that I ought to be indulged with the privilege of 
procuring my witnesses, and]t hat, before these could 
be conveniently obtained, there would be* sufficient 
time to accomplish my proposed journey. More- 
over, that he did not consider the complaint to 
amount to any thing, or, that it was of a very trivial 
nature. 

At this stage of the transaction we were ciJled 
out to tea. While sitting at the table, Messrs. 
Hallock and Miller observed to me, again and 
again, that the association would surely grant n^y 
reqqest, as on every principle it was perfectly rea- 
sonable ; and added, that they did not consider the 
complaint to amount to any thing. I was well 
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frankness, j^idgiDg like rational men, from, docii- 
ments and circumstances before them, and in ac* 
cordance with common. usages; and thus it was a{i- 
parent that they were not, as yet, influenced by 
any secret or combined efibrts, if such had hereto- 
fore beenjexerted by any individuals* 

Aft^r tea, the session was immediately resumed; 
of course, my request would be the first business 
in order.. Mr. Miller then made the motion, that 
my request should be granted, viz. to defer the tri- 
al until the September session, for the reasons 
which had already been suggested. The Rev- 
, Samuel J. Mills seconded this motion. At this 
instant, the Rev. Peter Starr arose and elbowed, 
I think, Mr. Miller, another Rev. clergyman did 
the same to Mr. Mills, and a third proceeded in 
the same manner with another member, all of 
whom immediately passed out at the door. As- 
tonishment seized me ! It was, indeed, evening, but 
candles had been previously lighted up I My feel- 
inp and surprize were indescribable ! I looked 
around, as if unwilling to believe my own senses ! 
Thought I, has the benevolent gospel of the Prince 
of Peace taken its flight ? I arose and addressed 
the venerable Mr. Hallock : " Mr. Moderator, I 
am here arraigned on a complaint. My own repu- 
tation is as dear to me, as that of others to them- 
selves. I ask for nothing more than an unbiassed 
and Christian examination of facts, and a decision 
correspondent with them. This I had expected 
from this venerable body. I had expected the can* 
dour and meekness of the gospel, in a trial where 
the honour of religion, as well as private reputation, 
were deeply concerned. I could not have indul- 
ged the belief, that efforts so bold and unpreceden* 
ted, even before merely civil tribunals, would have 
been hazarded, where undue influence must ne* 
cessarily be resorted to^ as the only alternative to 
accomplish nefarious designs. You have witness* 



y Google 



H 

ed the smgular transftctiofis, and ttoie mast decide 
the consequencefl.'' 

Reader, judge of 1117 jret greater astontshmeBt, 
when these Rev. gentlemen returned to the room^ 
after an absence, of perhaps three or four minutesy 
and the Rev. Mr« Biiller, wh& had jnst made One 
motion to defer the trial, observed to the mo- 
derator, that on' further reflection upon the sub- 
ject, he was induced to consider the charge to be 
of a very aggravating' nature ; that it would be 
improper to defer the trial ; that he would wi^ 
draw the motion he had already made, and move 
that they proceed immediately to trial ! ! The 
Rev. Mr. Mills withdrew bis seconding of the for- 
mer motion, and seconded the latter I I remonstra- 
ted against it; and suggested the impossibility oi 
proceeding to trial at that time» without witnesses, 
as it would be impossible to give the subject a can- 
did examination and come to the merits of the 
case ; and that important witnesses, necessary to be 
improved in the trial, had left the state for^the 
summer, previous to their commencing their prose- 
cution ; an inconvenience which I could not possi- 
bly have foreseen or prevented. I claimed only 
the privilege of defence. It was then strenuousljr 
tirged, that they should adjourn for only two weeks« 
This, I replied, would unavoidably deprive me of 
the opportunity of defence, which I claimed io be 
my right and my duty. But it was stiH pressed. 
Thus hemmed in, by a seemingly incredible proce^ 
dure, and having received credible information, 
. that one of the active Rev. members present had 
made the declaration, precisely eight days before, 
^' that he would have me silenced in eight days, 
and he had got a mimber of his brethren to join 
him^^^ and that recent transactions must confirm 
this declaration, I consented to an adjournment of 
four weeks ; and assured them I would suffer the 
inconvenience of absent' witnesses, and the nou-ao- 
eompiishment of my intended journey* But I 
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dtoiild clftkn tkat the adjourimient febonld be to mj 
own house in Ellsworth, and at my own expense, 
as I deemed it reasonable that the trial should be 
held, where it was alleged the erime was commit- 
ted ^luid also the average of travel would render 
that the only suitable place. This! last part of the 
proposttioQ was strenuously opposed, and, indeed, 
the first part was altercated. It was finally agreed 
the trial should be adjourned for four weeks ; but 
it was objected to meeting at my house, and assign- 
ed as the reason for the refusal, that if they should 
not condemn me, the world would say, I had over- 
loaded them with kindnesses, and thus had pur- 
chased a liberation from just censure. They final- 
ly resolved to meet at the meeting-bouse in Ells- 
worth, on the 11th of July, 1815, at 11 o'clock, A. 
M. ami each memb^ defray his own expenses. 

It was now about nine o'clock at night, and many 
dbpersed for lodging to neighbouring houses* 
£arly the next morning we reassembled at Mr. Mil- 
lers. Immediately after breakfast, the Rev*. Mr. 
Starr requested a private conversation. I cheer- 
fully retired with him. It was at once apparent, 
•that the whole of the preceding night had not, by 
all the members of the association, been wholly de- 
voted to repose. As the subject of commencing a 
prosecution had succeeded by the joint efforts of 
same individuals, or, in modern language, by can- 
Goaing, it was obvious that the system was not yet 
wholly abandoned. Mr. Starr observed to me, 
, that he should comment^e a new deal. I replied, 
be miffht adopt such measures as he judged suita- 
ble ; that I asked for nothing but the light of truths 
allowing for the common frailties of man. Mr. 
Starr then said, <^ that he had to accuse me, in the 
first place, of unfaithfulness in the ministry^ both 
liefore and since my dismission from my church and 
people." I replied, that waa a vwy serbus charge; 
and it was obvious from the nwnner m which he 
Jiad stated it; no mioirter wvi\A stand bef<ae it. I 
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ranaA^ to tMh effeot> that it wm ae^mi for me 
to make any replay as n? ith^r he or any other per;- 
sdn, before, had ever suggested the idea of unfaith- 
Itthiess in miiiisterial labours ; but, on the contrary, 
he would well remember that he had repeatedly 
cautioned me against being bo laborious in the minis- 
try, lest I should destroy my health and constitu- 
tion, by overexertions, and toe frequent labours in 
the desk, and out of it : that to be faithful^ in the 
sense which he evidently designed to communi- 
cate, transcended the ability of any finite being ; 
that it must be clearly obvious he was not discharg- 
mg a duty suggested by himself. That I had in- 
deed the fullest confidence in the rectitude of his 
intentions ; but that an obvious advantage had been 
taken of his second childhood, and, I presumed to 
aay, that he would yet see and realize that his ef- 
forts Would prove sources of future contrjtioo. I 
then requested him to proceed. He stated that he 
had another charge, the substance of which was. 
contained in the complaint already filed, viz. a 
breach of promise, made at the time of my dismis- 
aiott from my pastorid charge; that I engaged I 
would elKtrici^e myself from worldly cares^ into 
which I had been arawn, within the period of eigh- 
teen months or two years,and would return to the 
ministry; and that I had not fulfilled thi^ engage- 
ment/* I replied, " Father Starr, you were the 
Moderator of the Consociation at the time of my 
dismission. I ask you if such a promise was ever 
made by me, or could possibly be inferred from 
what was observed at that time V* He remarked, 
"such is the charge that I have to exhibit against 
you." But, I rejoined, has the charge the shadow of 
foundation ? He would not assert it, but again re- 
plied, ** such is the charge I have to exhibit.'' I 
observed, I am surprised that you prefer a charge, 
which neither yourself, nor any other member who 
composed the council, Itrould- presume to asse|*t hag 
the shadow of trjutb ; and I choerfuUy appeal to 
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ffon to assert the fact. He again repeated, ^< such 

is the charge.^^ I replied, Mr. Starr, I distinctljr 

recollect, and ( presume it is still fresh in jour 

own remembrance, that the question was put to mc 

at the time of my dismission, how long it would 

probably take me to disengage myself from those 

secular concerns in which I was ensnared, that I 

might be enabled to devote myself wholly to the 

ministry ; whether I might not accomplish it in 

eighteen months, or two years ? My reply was, I 

cannot tell; I wish it accomplished as soon as 

possible ; and that I immediately consulted with 

those, on whose judgment I supposed I could place 

reliance, and adopted and pursued such measures 

as appeared to me the most likely to accomplish 

the desired object. And I how ask you to say, 

whether any thing more was suggested or implied ?- 

He answered, ** fce should not saw." Mr. Starr 

now observed, he was through. To whom I re» 

plied, if you haye no other charge, permit nae to in* 

quire, whether you can justify your proceedings in 

relation to the Tallmadge charge, on which you 

proceeded to take a first and second step, and thai; 

to publish a slanderous report ? His reply was,. 

'^ he had done right," as Mr. Tallmadge had ex^ 

pressed to him the grievance as he had alleged* 

I then took the letter of Mr. Tallmadge from my 

pocket and presented it to him, asking him if he 

knew the hand writing. He said it was Mr. Tall* 

madge's. I desired him to peruse it, which he 

readily attempted. Symptoms of uneasiness, pale^ 

ness, and an evident tremor, were clearly visiUe at 

the perusal. Tasked him how his charge was re* 

concilable with the contents of that letter, which 

wa» sent to me unsolicited by any being ; but must 

obviously have originated from a conviction of the 

injury he had wrongfully charged upon me, and had 

been written for the purpose of repelling so fonl an 

aspersion ; that Mr. Tallmadge, of all persons, must 

in thst case necessarily have been the first to be ag^ 
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Sieved, had there been just cause of grievance. 
But bis declarations are the reverse, and those, it 
seems by the letter, he had declared to yourself. 
I assured him, I felt myself greatly injured by his 
procedure, and should only ask that he would heal 
the wound he had inflicted, by declaring to the as*- 
sociation what the leiter purports, that the charge 
was without foundation. But no, said Mr. Starr, 
^^he had done right," and should make no restitu- 
tion. I assured him this would by no means heal 
the breach he had made, and I must, of course, beg 
leave to have the subject investigated. I would 
cheerfully submit it to a decision of the association. 
Should they pronounce it right, I would acquiesce 
in it ; if not, I should expect he would obviate the 
slander. • He would therefore consider that the first 
step in t^e course of an investigation. 
' Mr. Starr then inquired of nie whether I was 
willing he should proceed to the second step with 
me, on his new charges, within the space of fifteen 
minutes. To which I answered in the affirmative, 
and observed, I supposed he was willing I should 
do the same. To this he objecfed, stating that the 
time would be too short between the first and 
second steps. I reminded him, if it was proper for 
him, it would be equally so for me. He added, he 
did riot know; he would refer it to the old minis- 
ters. I assured him I would cheerfully refer the 
whole to the old ministers. Mr. Starr then pro- 
{M)sed our return to the association, which was now 
in session, and so soon as there should be a little 
recess of business, he would invite out some of the 
aged ministers for consultation. To this I readily 
assented. We immediately repaired to the session, 
and after sitting probably from two to three hoursj 
there having been no recess in business, Mr. Start 
beckoned to two others, with myself, to withdraw, 
which we did ; when, without any consultation, he 
proceeded to take the second step on his recent, 
charges. This done, I requested the same gentle- 
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hen to acGompanj me, while I proceeded to fake 
the second step with good father Starr; after which 
I requested the same to accompany me in (he 
second step with the Rev. Timothy Stone, which 
was all accomplished. Mr. Stone observed, it was 
needless for me to pursue a course of discipline with 
him, (although it was for gross slander,) as he would 
act and vote at my approaching trial. I assured 
him, that had no influence upon me in the pursu- 
ance of an imperious duty which I was bound to 
discharge. He uttered a similar suggestion, in re- 
spect to the others with whom I had proceeded in 
a course of iuFestigation, observing they would all 
act on my triaL 

I did not doubt either his or their dispositions 
on the subject, knowing that the Rev. Mr. Stone 
was the person who had made the declaration al- 
ready mentioned, yiz. " that be would have me si- 
lenced in eight day$, and that he had got a number 
of bis brethren to join him ;" and it was possible 
these were the very individuals ; for they had seve- 
rally, in taking the second step with them, with, 
perhaps, the exception of Mr. Starr, averred they 
would sit atid act in my triaL I, however, did not 
then communicate to Mr. Stone, or others, the de- 
claration he had made. 

We now soon dispersed. My reflections o^ 
msin, in view of such a singular series of unexpected 
y^t successive events, powerfully impressed on my 
mind the forcible declaration of the wise man, who 
declared^ under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
^^ There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth 
good and sinneth not." Indeed, the emotions ex- 
cited in my mind no pencil could describe ! Tet I 
indulged strong confidence, that I should be shield- 
ed against whatever combinations might be formed 
for my destruction.. 

About the first of July I received another copy 
of complaint from the Rev. Peter Starr, containing 
bttt one article of charge, accompanied with a cita- 
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tiefi to appear before the aKsoektioii at the adjonrii-* 
ed meeting at Ellsworth, on the 11th of July, and 
aB«wer to the same. Although Mr. Starr had com- 
menced his charges de novo, at Buriingtoo, yet it 
geems, as the association had adjourned o& thetriai 
of the complaint then before them, it would be oe** 
cessary* it sfadnld continue ; otherwise their ad- 
journment might be affected ; of course, in filing hii 
second complaint, be inserted but one article of 
charge, leaving his first complaint to embrace the 
other, and thus mverting the order in which he bad 
just before placed them. 

In the mean time, I had filed complaints against 
the Rev. Messrs. Peter Starr, Timothy Stone, and 
J€)seph Harvey, and served them with their respec- 
tive copies, ao<l notices to appear before the North 
Association, on the said 11th of July, and answer 
to their several articles of charge^ I had neglected 
to file a complaint against Mr. Perry, of Sharoflf 
although Ibad sometime previous taken the rega- 
lar steps ; as the witnesses, by whom the charges 
were expected to be proved, were out of the »*ate^ 
and would not return until after the adjourned meet- 
ing of the association ; for which reason alone the 
complaint was deferred* The ground of grievance 
with this member will be seen, by recurring to the 
preceding pages. 

I deem it essential' to Insert the complaints, cojriffl^ 
of which had been already served, on account of 
the extraordinary exclusion of them from trial, «f^ 
fected by the alteratJon of the constitution of the 
association, as wiH be noticed hereafter ; and th^ 
obviously important effects they may have occa- 
sioned in the' subsequent proceedings. 

The following are exact tr>inscripts of the origi- 
nal complaints^. It may be^ proper here to observe, 
that I bad commenced a labour with Mr. Harvey,: 
against whom the foWowJhg complaint was fited j at 
lek^ fifteen months previous tOalabour being en^ 
ter^d'Upon with my self, though no^ as long before 
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IsM efforts were ia operation to inflttence the Rev. 
Mr. Starr to undertake a labour with me. 

Complaint against Mr. Harvey. 
^^ To the North AssoctatioD of Litchfield county, 
to be copvened, by adjoarnment, at the meeting- 
house in Ellsworth society, in Sharon, July 11 tb, 
1815. 

** Whereas the North Consociation of Litchfield 
county did, several years Bince,form themselves intp 
a charitable society, the object of whichwas, * to aid 
and assist pious indigent yoim^men,' in obtaining a 
collegiate education, in order to their being more 
thoroughly qualified for the work of the gospel 
ministry : And whereas the said consociation, or 
charitable society, did, by their board of trustees 
duly authorised, receive under their care and pat* 
ronage Mr. Randolph Stone, as ail uitable object of 
their charity and patronage, in December, 1810^ 
and gave him and the subscriber reason to expect 
their encouraged or promised aid to the said Mr. 
Stone, during the period of his collegiate studies ; 
and did, in said December, 1810, commence their 
aid, by a donation of fifty dollars to the said Mr. 
Stone, with directions relative tp his procedure in 
acquiring an education ; and did at future periods 
also donate ; thus inducing the subscriber, as well 
as him, to rely on their promised or encouraged aid, 
in the pursuit and attainment of a liberal education : 
"The subscriber begs leave to state to the said 
North Association of Litchfield county, that our 
brother, the Rev. Joseph Harvey, of Goshen, in 
said Litchfield coiinty, has at various times during 
the two or three years last past, given out insinua- 
lions and representations, relative to the said Mr. 
Randolph Stone, highly prejudicial to his character 
and injurious td his good name; and particularly in 
September, 1813, before the said charitable socie- 
ty, convened in Torringford, in said Litchfield 
county ; by which improper insinuations and repre* 

7 
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sentafioiiB of our said brother Harrey^ tbe said Mr. 
Stone was greatly and criminally injured, in respect 
to bis good name, wbicb was dearer to him than 
** precious ointment," and on the maintenance and 
support of which, he deemed the streams of chari- 
ty, under God, were wholly dependent,.to complete 
his education to qualify him for the gospel minis- 
try ; and which said insinuations anit representa-r 
tions operated greatly to the prejudice and injury 
of the said Mr. Stone, and were instrumental in 
cutting off all furthy supplies to the said Mr* Stone, 
bf the encouraged or^^romised aid of the said cha- 
ritable society ; in consequence of which, great in- 
jury has accrued, not only to the good name of Mrf 
Stone, but also an unexpected and unreasonable 
expense devolved upon the subscriber, highly pre- 
judicial to his interests, comfort, s^nd peace, which 
was Injuriously and criminally accomplished by the 
6aid insinuations and representations of our said 
brother Harvey, and calculated immediately to af-- 
feet the subscriber, as he had given bonds for the 
payment of the said Mr. Stone's quarter bills in col- 
lege ; thus relying on the promised or encouraged 
aid of the said charitable society, and consequently 
the maintenance and support of the good name of 
the said Mr. Stone, to secure the said promised or 
encouraged aid of said charitable society. 

*^ From this general statement, the subscriber now 
makes complaint to the aforesaid association, that 
our said brother, Joseph Harvey, has violated the 
rules of the gospel, in several particulars, and there^ 
by rendered himself highly criminal. 1st. By un- 
just and improper representations and insinuations, 
calculated to injure the reputation and good name 
of the^said Mr. Stone, and which has really pro- 
duced the effect, and contributed to the total sup- 
pression of the promised or encouraged aid, from 
the aforesaid charitable society; and which said 
insipuations and representations, on the part of our 
^aid brother Harvey^ appear to i^e in violation of 
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some, if not dXt, of the followmg directions, givetf 
for our observance in the holj Scriptures : viz. Ti- 
tus ill. 2. t Speak evil of no man.' James iv* 11. 
^ Speak not evil one of another, brethren.* 1 Co- 
rinthians vi. 8. • Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, 
i^nd that your brethren.' 1 Peter iv. 6. * That no 
man go beyond, and defraud his brother in any mat' 
ler.* Romans xiv. 10. * Why dost theu judge thy 
brother, and why dost thou set at nought thy bro- 
ther?' And also, Zachariah viii. 16. * Speak every 
man truth to his neighbour.' 

*^ The above charge, in the opinion of the sub- 
scriber, aSecta not merely the said Mr. Stone, ia 
point of injury and injustice, but also the whole 
body of this association, as well as the subscriber r 
IWly. That by reason of the aforesaid conduct of 
our brother Harvey, the subscriber has sustained 
great injury and injustice^ not only in a pecuniary 
manner, which has contributed to bring on an at- 
tendant train of evils, but also in point of reputa- 
tion, standing in the relation of a fostering parent 
and guardiafn to the said Mr. Stone ; and the aspers* 
ing of whose reputation does injury and injustice to 
the subscriber : which said conduct of our brother 
Harvey appears to be in violation of some, if not 
all the following passages of Scripture : 1 Cor. vi*. 
8. * Nay, ye do wrong, and-defraud, and that your 
brother.' 1 Thess. iv. 6. * That no man go beyond> 
and defraud his brother in any matter.' Matthew 
vii* J 2- * Therefore, all things, whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye even so to 
them.' Rom. xiii. 10. ' Love worketh no ill to his 
neighboiAr.' And James iv. 11. 'Speak not eyil 
one of another.' 

<^ Oathe foregoing articles of charge, the subscri- 
ber has proceeded, according to the rule given us in 
the 18th chapter of Matthew, to takes the first and 
second steps withf our said brother Harvey, 
without obtaining any satisfaction. The subscri- 
ber» therefore^ feels it to be his duty to make the 
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above statement to the association^ and also to ex^ 
hibit the above articles of charge against our bro- 
ther Harvey, desiring a candid and careful exami- 
Bation into the above charges, and that he may be 
dealt with agreeably to the rules of the gospel. 
« DANIEL PARKER. 

" For evidence, refer to the brethren of the con- 
lociation these two or three years past.. 

« SharotiyJuneSOth, 1815.'' 

A true copy of the above was delivered Mr. Har- 
vey, eight days previous to the session of the asso- 
ciation^ agreeably to the constitution of their board. 

Complaint against Mr. Stone. 
•" To the North Association of Litchfield county, 
to be convened, by adjournment, at the meeting- 
house in Ellsworth society, in Sharon, July lltlu 
1815. 

<^ The subscriber begs leave to state to the asso- 
ciation, that our brother Rev. Timothy Stone, of 
Cornwall, in said Litchfield county, has reported a 
story, purporting to relate te the subscriber and 
deeply to affect his moral character, as the said 
story implies prevarication on the part of the sub- 
scriber ; and that our said brother Stone has report- 
ed the said story to others, as if true, without in* 
quiring of the subscriber whether it was true or not ; 
and in consequence of his thus reporting the said 
story," in violation of the rules of our Saviour, the 
said report was, by another brother, suggested as a 
grievance to the subscriber ; and also his thus re- 
porting was calculated to prejudice the public mind 
against the subscriber, and thereby to injure his re- 
putation in their estimation. 

" The subscriber, therefore, now accuses our 
said brother Stone of a violation of the rules of the 
gospel t 1st. A violation of Matthew xviii. 15. * If 
thy brother trespass against thee, go and tell him 
his fault between thee and him alone.' 
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^2dfy. Ip speaking evil <^ a brother* and aapert*^ 
iiig hja good &aii», contrary to that pertidi of Scrip- 
ture in Jailies iT^^^ll. < Speak not evil one of ano- 
ther, . brethren.' Tituaiii. 2. < Speak evil of n» 
man.' Also l^sidm ci« 5« Whoso privilj slandereth 
his neighbenr,' &c« AH of which conduct of our . 
said hroiber Stofie, the subscriber considers as faighr 
I7 Icriiohialy lot onlj as reports thus propagated^ 
aoid especially by one who sustains the sarcerdotal 
office, and to the implication of a brother sustaining 
a similar oflSce, whose example ought to accord with 
his precept, which he professes to derive from the 
word of uod ; but also by thus reporting to the 
injury and injustice o( his brother, such report is 
calculated, under existing circumstances, peculiar* 
ly to affect the subscriber, in producing an undue 
prejudice, or influence, in a trial now pending be- 
fore this association, in which the subscriber is de* 
fendant. 

"The , subscriber has proceeded agreeably to 
Matthew, ]8th chapter, in taking the first and se* 
cond steps with our said brother Stone, bnt without 
obtaining any satisfaction^ Therefore the subscri- 
ber now presents this complaint to the association, 
desiring them to deal with our said brother Stone 
agreeably to the rules of the gospel. 

•^DANIEL PARKER. 

" For proof, brothers Harvey, Starr, Prentice, 
&c. &c. 

" Sharon, June 30«, 1 81 S.'' 

A copy of the original was presented to Mr. 
Stone eight days before the session of the association . 

COMPLAIITT AGAIRST Mr. StARB^ 

" To the North Association of Litchfield county^ 
to be convened,, by adjournment, at the meeting- 
house in Ellsworth society, in Sharon, on the 
second Tuesday of July, viz. the lltb, 181J^. 
^^ The subscriber begs leave to state to the as- 
sociation, that our brother. Rev. Peter Starr,, ot 

I* 
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Warren, in said Litchfield county^ did, on theiidd 
day of Alay last past, proceed to take the first step 
with the subscriber, on the alleged ground of an 
offence committed by the subscriber, against John 
Tallmadge, Esq. of said Warren, purporting to be 
of a highly criminal nature ; and on the 24th of said 
May last past, accompanied by our brethren Rev* 
Timothy Stone and Rev. Charles Prentice, oar 
said brother Starr proceeded to take the second 
step with the subscriber, en the alleged grievance 
already referred to; and notwithstanding all the 
efforts made by the subscriber to satisfy our bro* 
ther Starr, that the charge had no just foundatien, 
yet it did not appear to give satisfaction to him. A 
few days subsequent to the taking of the aforesaid 
steps, the subscriber received a letter from John 
Tallmadge, Esq. unsolicited, which said letter is 
ready to be exhibited before the said association, 
purporting, that the said John Tallmadge, Esq. had 
informed our said brother Starr, previously to his 
taking the first and second steps with the subscri- 
ber, that he, (who according to the article of charge, 
must be the person aggrieved, if any one,) had no 
ground of grievance, and was for himself satisfied ; 
and that after our said brother Starr had taken the 
^ first and second steps with the subscriber, he again 
called on the said John Tallmadge, Esq. relative 
to the alleged grievance, when the said Tallmadge 
again repeated to our said brother Starr, his full 
belief that no fraud or evil was intended by the sub- 
scriber. 

"The subscriber now makes complaint to this 
association, that by reason of the efforts made by 
our said brother Starr to commence a deal, where 
no grievance was acknowledged on the part of him 
who, if there was any grievance, must be himself 
aggrieved, but directly asserted to our said brother 
Starr the contrary, previously to our said brother' 
Starr's taking the first and second steps on the al- 
leged grievance ; which said conduct of our brother 
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Stftrr eoniributed to tbe injury of the tnbscriber^ 
10 a way calculated to affect bis moral cbaracteri 
excite unreasonable sosincion in the public mind, 
and seriously to affect the sabsoriber in a trial now 
pending before this association, in which he is de- ^ 
fendant: which conduct of our said brother Starr' 
appears to the subscriber to be highly criminal, and 
in violation of most, if not all the following direc-' 
tionsof Scripture: viz* 1 Peter iv. 15. * or a busy 
body in other men's matters/' Matthew vii. li. 
^ All things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, do ye even so unto them.' Rom. xiii. ' 
10. < Love worketh no ill to his neighbour.' Luke 
vi. 31'. < As ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye also to them.' And James iv. 11. ' Speak not 
evil one of another, brethren.* 

^^ On the foregoing statement and charge, the sulv- 
scriber has proceeded to take the first and second' 
steps with our said brother Starr, agreeably to the* 
rule pointed out for our observance, in cases of of- 
fence, in the 18th chapter of Matthew, without ob- 
taining any satisfaction ; and now ^ desires the asso> 
ciation to examine into this statement and charge, 
and thus deal with our said brother Starr, agreeably 
to the rul^s of the gospel. 

"DANIEL PARKER. 

" For proof, the brethren who accompanied in 
the second step, and the letter of Esq. Tallmadge* 

« SharonjJune 30tfe, 1815. 

A copy of the foregoing complaint was duly ser« 

T€d. 
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SfiOTlON th 

A msw ^yB previoiig to my impendiiig triaJ, one 
of the desicoB» of the church in Ellsworth hiformed 
mti die Rev. Mr* Starr had sent a request to th« 
Idhabitauts iu the vicinity of Ellsworth meeting- 
housd> that no arrangeMents need be made by them^ 
even to prepare a dinner for the association, at their 
a^iourned meeting, a^ they probably should not 
Urry long enough to difie.. I inquired of this dea- 
CiOtly if he knew whether they had adopted a simUar 
principle with those who^ on a former occasion, had 
*< bound themselves with an oath, tha^t they Tfould 
neitfatf eat nor drink till they had slain Paul V* A» 
the period of time between 11 o'clock, the hour of 
adjournment} and dinner time would be short, I 
thought they must be very expQditi9us to investi- 
gate and decide on what they had termed very- 
weighty charges, b which the gospel ministry, the 
interests of religion, and ipdividual reputation, were 
deeply interested* To which he replied, he kneir 
not the motive. 

The associaticm had (adopted a rule,^ that no per- 
son should be employed, as counsel, in any .eccle- 
siastical trial before them, who had not made a pro*- 
felsioo of the Christian religion* To obtain able 
counsel, therefore, I sent toihe distance of about 
sixty miles, ta procure the 6on« Roger M. Sher- 
man, Esq. who, having been an officer in the church, ^ 
might, I apprehended, be admitted* I also em- 
ployed John Elmore, Esq. who resided at the dis* 
tance of about twenty miles. 

But while trials in rapid succession assailed me, 
it pleased the God of infinite grace and condescen- 
sion to shed down the influences of his Holy Spirit. 
My school, at that time, was composed of from 
sixty to seventy members. Among these endeared 
jouth did the Divine Spirit, in wonderful mercy,, 
deigu to take up his residence* Aoout the first oi 
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Jul/, the still small voice seemed evidently to ad- 
dress them by his convicting influences. Very 
soon a season of solemnity, awe, and trembling, was 
exhibited, which undoubtedly afibrded a faint re- 
semblance of the solemn scene which will be pre- 
sented, in that dread hour, when the assembled uni- 
verse will stand around the bar of their finalJudge, 
and listen to the amazingly interesting destinies of 
eternity. Indeed, it seemed, for several days, as 
if the judgment was in reality set and the books 
opened. A deep and pungent sense of the awful 
depravity and guilt of many, led them to exclaim, 
with heartfelt solicitude, ^ what shall we do to be 
saved?*' The scene was truly such as the powers 
of language are incompetent to describe. These 
beloved youths who, but a few days before, were 
thoughtless and unconcerned, and engaged in their 
accustomed activity of mirth and juvenile diver- 
sions, were now solemn as the house of death. 
Probably twenty or more were under powerful con- 
victions, many others excited to some degree of 
solicitude, and all solemnized. No noise, wjldnessi 
or disorder, marked their conduct. The once neg- 
lected Scriptures were now their constant com- 
panion, when they were not engaged in religious de- 
votions, or listening to instructions. Such were the 
dealings of Jehovah, eminently verifying his en- 
couraging promise, " those that seek me early, shall 
fi|id me.'* Within the period of about ten days, 
eight or ten of these endeared pupils had been per- 
mitted to hope in the mercy of God, through a cru- 
cified Saviour, and the work appeared evfdently to 
be progressing in the school. 

In the midst of this season of refreshing, the time 
had arrived for the meeting of the association. It 
was indeed painful, that the mind should be called 
from an attendance to these marvellous displays of 
grace and reconciliation, to roam on those unwel* 
come objects, the effects of singular eflTorts, and un- 
precedented combinations. To my counsel, on 
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tbeir arrival, I remarked, that uivview of ihe won* 
derful dealings of God, with the dear youth com- 
mitted to my care and instruction, I knew not how 
to divert my feeling^i or mind from their infinitely 
interesting concerns, even sufficiently to give them 
a history of the subjects speedily to be brought to 
trial ; that I would cheerfully make almost any sa* 
crifice, if it might spare me the unpleasant task ; 
and, that I felt it to be of little consequence to me, 
what should be the result of the association, if their 
proceedings and efforts might not impede the work 
of grace among my pupils. 

"^ The hour of eleven, on the 2d day of July, had 
DOW arrived. I was present with my counsel at the 
appointed place of meeting. Most of the members 
of the association had convened^ Mr. Harvey^ 
though not the active prosecutor on paper, yet ge» 
nerally considered,, by those acquainted with the 
real circumstanced, to be the efficient one, had em^ 
ployed the Rev. Lyman Beecher of Litchfield, and 
a member of Litchfield south association, as coun* 
Bel for the proseeutioa.. As these Rev., gentlemea 
had not yet arrived, a motion was made, the meet* 
iDg4>eing not yet opened, for an adjournment of one 
hour. It was assigned to me, as a reason, that 
fears were entertained, should an adjournment not 
prevail, that I might call the trid, and before the , 
arrival of their counsel might possibly nonsuit 
'them. A motiou was of course made, that instead 
of an adjournment, aQ hour might be spent in prayer^ 
in reference to the subject for which we had assem* 
bled ; to which I subjoined the request, that some 
3erious youth in the vicinity, (carefully withhold- 
ing the term of my school^ for the seriousness of- 
that region was confined exclusively to the mem- 
bers of it,) might have an interest in the prayers 
that were to be offered. The Rev. Samuel J. 
Mills, being the eldest divine present, was called 
upon to make the first prayer. At the close of 
which, the Rev. Charles Prentice arose and observ^ 
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ed' that he hafi heard nothng of the reTival in my 
school until he had arriyed at thit place, and made 
the request that I woald give an account of the re- 
vivd. The Rev. David .L. Perrj Instanllj arose' 
and objected^ saying it was strictly improper for 
me to utter a word oh the subject. The Rev. 
Timothy Stone immediately followed him, with the 
observation, that it would 6e improper for Mr, 
Parker to "give any account of it" — he wished that 
the Rev- Mr. Lyman, (my successor,) would give 
a relation of it. A considerable number of people 
had assembled in the meeting house. Every coun- 
tenance appeared instantly to fall, except, perhaps^ 
those of the two last Speakers. Silence and con- 
sternation reigned for a time, and many of my pu- 
pils, with throbbing hearts, were present to witness 
the extraordinary transaction! Words could not 
describe my emotions ! I reflected^ do you claim 
te be the heralds of the cross, the messengers of 
peace and reconciliation to a lost world, and yet ob- 
ject to one, sustaining the highly resposible station 
of a minister of Christ, giving a relation of the won- 
derful dealings of God to perishing souls who are 
placed under his care, when you prdfessedly re- 
joice to hear of a soul born into the kingdom of the 
Redeemer ? Do you imagine it might soften the 
asperities which any combined efforts may have 
excited, and which you may wish to be retained in 
the impending trial ? And does it indeed exhibit 
the temper and disposition of him whom you pro- 
fess to call Lord ? 

After some pause, yes, solemn silencey prayer 
was resumed. Adjournment for dinner succeeded. 
On reassembling, the association was opened. I 
had in my pocket the complaints inserted in the 
preceding pages, prepared to lay before the body 
so soon as opportunity should render it suitable. 
But here a novel if not unprecedented occurrence 
took place. Immediately on the close of the prayer 
offered by the moderator, the written constitution, 
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both of the association and connoctation, Ijing upon 
the table, which contained regulations for the direc- 
tion of the members, and which I had carefully 
pursued in the course of discipline on which I had 
alreadj entered, a verbal motion was made i9 alter 
the constitution. The motk)n was as follows : that 
every minister with a pastoral charge, shall be tried 
by the consociation^ or ministers and delegates; 
and every minister without a pastoral charge, shall 
be tried by the association, or ministers only* 
This motion was immediately seconded, and the 
vote called for and carried. 

It could hardly be said that there was time, after 
the opening of the association, for me to rise from 
my seat and place the complaints on the table, be« 
fore the constitution was altered ; of course there 
was now no place for them. It is to be recollected 
that all those against whom Lfaad filed complaints^ 
and served with copies for trial at this time, had 
pastoral charges, except myself; of course it ren- 
dered that a very convenient opportunity to pre- 
sent the new complaint of which I bad been recent- 
ly served with a notice, as also a suitable and accom- 
modating time for my trial. Thus the instrument 
which had been deliberately framed to give direc- 
tions for our procedure, in order to secure our 
rights or redress our wrongs, suddenly became a 
rope of sand which dissolved at the touch. Of 
what use is a written instrument or constitution, to 
any class of people, for the security of privilege, 
property, or even life, when from the impulse of the 
moment, and perhaps to gratify human passions, it 
may in an instant, by a verbal motion, undergo a 
total pervertion, and thus the very article which 
guaranteed (he protection of life itself be converted 
into the sentence of death? Have we been hereto- 
fore accustomed to so cheap and speedy alterations 
of instruments deemed thus sacred ? 

This gordian knot being s.evered, it appeared ne- 
cessary that some pacific overtures should be made. 
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A motion was then speedily introduced to appoint: 
a committee to confer with me and endeavour to 
** compromise'' all difficulties. The motion pre- 
vailed, and a committee of five was appointed. 
Lest this delegation might prove unfaithful to their 
trust, or possibly some other motive might influ- 
ence, several volunteers tendered their services 
and accompanied us to a neighbouring house, to 
which we resorted for deliberation. It occurred to 
me, that insuperable difficulties would impede, if 
not wholly exclude, a " compromise." I therefore 
suggested to the eldest of the committee, the vene*- 
rable Mr. Mills, in the hearing of the others with 
their attendants, a difficulty which laboured in my 
own mind in respect to effecting a ^* compromise,'^ 
and requested his opinion relative to the correct- 
ness of my impressions. I observed I did not un- 
derstand how a compromise could be negociated^ . 
since, if I had been guilty of gross violations of gos* 
pel rules, it was a duty which they owed to the 
great head of the church ta call me to an account^ 
and deal with me agreeable to the rules of the gos^ 
pel. On . the contrary, if any of my fathers or 
brethren had been guilty of what I conscientiously 
viewed to be a violation of the laws of God given 
for our observance, it became a business between me 
and God, and I knew not how I could *< compro- 
mise" it wifh man, short of the gospel requirements. 
I added if my impressions were incorrect, I wished 
them corrected. Mr. Mills replied, " It is so, I did 
not think of it before ; we cannot " compromise.'* 
I then observed, ^^gentlemen, I flm now arraigned on 
a complaint of two articles of charge. I do not de- 
sire you to be confined simply to those charges* 
You have full liberty, to explore in your investiga- 
tion, every maze of my life since my settlement in 
the gospel ministry ; and if any thing shall transpire 
from such an investigation of any name or kind, 
for which I ought to be called to an accountu^ti^'^ 
ly pledge myself to you, that you have fulrlibertj| 
8 , 
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to enter it upon your minntes, without further cere- 
mony ai this tiiue, and proceed to act upon it.'* At 
this declaration I seemed to discQver in al! a down- 
cast look. We rose and repaired without delay 
berore the association. The committee reported 
ttie inconsistency of any " compromise," and the 
trial shortly commenced. 

The 1st article of charge was taken up agreca^ 
Wy to the order of the complaints, as filed. The 
purport was as follows : " A breach of promise in 
not extricating myself from secular concerns in 
which I had been plunged, within eighteen months 
or two years after obtaining a dismission from my 
ipeople, and devoting myself wholly to the minis- 
try." I claimed, as before, of Mr. Starr, that there 
had never been even the shadow of a promise 
either expressed or implied. I would cheerfully 
refer the subject to the Kev. prosecutor Mr. Starr, 
who was the moderator of the meeting at the time 
referred to. I presume all who were present at the 
trial will remember, Mr. Starr would not express 
any opinion on the subject. Messrs. Perry, Stone, 
and Harvey readily manifested a willingness to tes- 
tify on this occasion. The reader cannot have 
forgotten the efforts of Messrs, Perry and Harvey, 
at the time of ray dismission, which I have already 
related as given me shortly after in a very aflTec- 
tionate manner by Mr. Stone, as he declared, for 
*^ my own safety, because they were my enemies** 
JNor did I make the least objection to the testimony 
of either, on any ground ; neither as hating com- 
meficed a deal with them antecedently to any hav- 
ing been commenced with myself, which would 
seem to render it unsuitable as well as immodest for 
them to act ; nor on the groUnd of the assertions of 
Mr. Stone, ^* that he had got a number of his breth- 
ren to join him,'* not entertaining any doubts who 
cooiposed the affirmed league. It is a well known 
|act, tltoit all three were exceedingly active, or rath- 
er officious. I shaH but repeat a very common re- 
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Bey. gentlemen appeared not only to be judges in 
the trial, but also to discharge the arduous duties 
as counsellors, advocates, witnesses, iamd accusers* 
As no obstacles were suggested to impede their 
ambition and zeal, they were of course qualified. 
. Mr. Stone attempted to testify, but meeting with 

$ome impediments -he finally requested of the 

pioderator the " privilege, that he might be interro- 
gated only ;'* but soon relinquished his claim to 
any promise made by the defendant. 

Mr. Perry thought he remembered a promise 
made. When the question was pressed whether 
he would assert it, or be understood to convey 
tnat idea, his eyes indeed seemed to glance^ and 
could not be caught by the inquirer* On the 
whole, he did not like to say positively ; yet did 
not appear to object to the impression being de« 
rived, that it might be, at least, implied. The re- 
mark of one not long after called upon to testify, 
may undoubtedly appear rude. When inquired 
of, whether he was willing to be qualified, he object- 
ed ; and assigned as a reason^ if he were put under 
the solemnity of an oath, it was possible some 
words might slip from him improperly^ as he 
feared had already taken place. 

Mr. Harvey testified. He at first seemed rath- 
er to entertain the idea of a promise expressed or 
implied ; but eventually did not appear to assert 
either. Here the testimony closed on this article 
of charge, as no others could be found who had 
derived the least impression of even an implied pro- 
mise. Thus the charge was ultimately pronoun- 
ced unsupported by evidence. 

The 2d charge next claimed attention, viz. ** Un- 
faithfulness in the ministry, both before and after 
my dismission.'* Under any other circumstances, 
this charge, from the manner in which it was intro- 
duced, and the strictness with which it was press- 
ed, must have proved fatil. Here providence had 
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Jtiodly provided for me a shield, with that which, 
If it wa» not before designed^ appeared at least to 
be a calamity, to wit, the stingy as it was termed, 
contained in my dismission. Of the act of the 
aoqs of Jacob, in selling their brother Joseph, we 
read, " tl^ meant it for evil, but God meant it for 
good.'' Whether this may be applicable in the 
above case, is best known to those who were active 
in its accomplishment, however candid Mr- Stone 
might have been in his relation of the transaction 
to me soon after. At any rate, it would seem that 
the subject matter of this charge, was very hastily 
introduced, and attended by forgetfulness of facts^ 
when fixed upon as eflfectual to disrobe me. It will 
, be called to mind, that no charge at the time of my 
dismission, or any anterior period, had ever beea 
suggested of ministerial unfaithfulness ; and that 
the consoctatk)n which was convened for my dis- 
mission, was a body greater than an association. 
As this body had inflicted the sting in their result, 
I could pursue the ministry as a candidate for sup- 
plies, or not, beyond the reach of censure for neg- 
fect. Hence, to exhibit a charge of unfaithfulness 
in either respect, to be tried before the association, 
was an inconsistency, and such a procedure must 
necessarily operate as an ex post facto law. Thus 
the charge was entirely undermined and lost. 

I feel it to be a duty here to remark, on account 
of the important bearings which may hereafter be 
visibly traced in the general procedure, as connect- 
ing the links, a few things in relation to the Rev. Ly- ^ 
man Beecher. He seemed very actively and seal' 
ously to discharge the duties of counsel tor the pro- 
secution. He had formerly been my classmate in 
college ; and until this time had never discovered 
any other deportment than that of a friend. 

It is obvious, as I think will appear in the sequel, 
that he was determined I should fall. Very com- 
mon declarations had, for some time, represented 
him to be the bishop 9f Litchfield south associa- 



y Google 



»1 

tioo, and it wag frequently observed, be appeared 
to be willing to have Mr. Harvej sustain equal 
prerogatives over Litchfield north association \ and 
as the idea prevailed with some, at least, that Mr* 
Harvey was apparently in subserviency to the 
views of Mr. Beecher, if not a memorial or syco- 
phant ; if all these things were correct, it would 
seem necessary for him to use all proper endeav- 
ours to shield Mr* Harvey from censure, and sec- 
ond his efforts in the accomplishment of his 
schemes, in order to secure the maintenance of his 
own more extensive prerogatives. 

The first day of the trial, after the investigation 
had commenced, was faithfully improved on the 
part of the prosecution, in calling upon witnesses. 
Night drawing on, Mr. Beecher observed they 
were through in calling upon witnesses. My coun- 
sel observed, if you have no further witnesses we 
shall have no need of calling upon any ; for the tes- 
timony which has already been given, has been 
wholly in our favour; and we would cheerfully 
submit the cause io the association. Mr. Beecher 
replied, he wished to make a few observations, and 
as the day was nearly exhausted, he should re- 
quest an adjournment until the next morning. My 
counsel inquired whether he designed to call for 
further testimony. He said he did not. He was 
requested to say whether it shotild be understood 
thai no further testimony was to be hnproved ; to 
which he replied, it was. An adjournment fol- 
lowed* 

The succeeding night, as it was afterwards sta- 
ted, wal^ spent by Messrs. Beecher and Perry, in a 
great degree sleepless, at the house of a viruleilt 
enemy to me, and I believe, in general estimation, 
to mankind. It would seem, ^* they had taken 
sweet council together," if we may judge by the 
fruits. At the opening of the session the next 
morning, Mr. Beecher desired to question a wit- 
ness, viz : the same being at whose house he bad 
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tarried and caueuBed the preceding night. He 
was reminded of his engagement, that he wodd 
can for no farther testimony. By this he was not 
willing to be bound ; as it appeared his new associ- 
ate and coadjutor was prepared for a fresh dis- 
charge. I freely gave my assent^ that he need not 
be restrained by any pledges he had made, but pro- 
ceed unlimited by his inquiries, and call on any 
witnesses for whom he had a partiality. Of course 
the subject of testimony was resumed and pursued 
for four or five hours. Oreat and strenuous efforts 
were made by the late nocturnal visitants, strength- 
ened by their new host, and accompanied by their 
former adherents. Various and numerous were 
their subjects of inquiry. There were some in- 
stances ot individuals cdled upon to testify, who 
had combined ideas belonging to different subjects, 
and thus misrepresented the fact. To correct 
such mistakes, I in several instances put inquiries 
to the witnesses, whether such and such particulars 
were not distinct, and belonging to distinct sub- 
jects ; but, by being unintebtionally combined, ac- 
tually misrepresented the truth. To which they 
answered in the affirmative. To these efforts to 
attain the light of truth, and which invariably left 
the testimony without crimination, there was oppo- 
sition made. Mr. Beecher sorely complained, and 
with much earnestness requested of the moderator, 
that I might not be permitted " to put words,'* as he 
expressed it, " in the witnesses mouth." What 
other influence could be drawn from this request, 
except this, that I should not be permitted to re- 
move any imputation of guilt from the testimony 
given, however false? Such indeed was the im- 
pression. I then (lerived ; and it would seem to be a 
rapid stride towards the establishment of a rule, 
that the tr\ith should not \)e given in evidence, un- 
less indeed it were specially calculated to crimi* 
nate, which, to be sure, with some was obviously an 
object of deep solicitude. I could not biit reflect, 
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arc y0U, par«on Becchcr, *«cfc«rgmgwifli yonr 
ironted zeal the Jbigh mission of HeaTeo, in advoca- 
ting the cause of trtdh and jn9iice; and even in^ 
ctdtatin^ upon ytmrhearers the golden nUe of ike 
Divine Saviour ? 

Among the mass of festimonj thus adduced, that 
t)f Mr. Philo Swift is higUy deserving of nofic^, on 

, ucconnt df itsiAiportaBt bearings hi subsequent pro^- 
feedings. IMr. Swift testified, in respect to a louti 
obtain^ years before, by Eri Miles & Co* at the 
Bridgport bank, that previous to obtaining the loan, 
I had called on him to endorse the said note. This, 
it appeared, was calculated to criminate me, as the 
saM loan had proved highly injurious to the com* 
pany ; and by representing me as actively engaged;^ 
or instrumental in obtaining it, might render me 
censurable. His testimony on this subjett was to 
me entirely new, and without a vestige of founda- 
tion. 1 inquired of Mr» Swift what he meant by 
his assertion, as I had never had any agency or 
concern in obtaining that loan. In the first place, 
his assertion would defeat itself on the ground that 
I was not a director of the company at that time^ 
nor until a long period afterwards ; and that none 
btit directors could have any concern with the 
transaction. 2dly. That Mr. Ezekiel St. John 
had primarily commenced the negociation for the 
loan, which he then testified. 3dly. Two of the 
then directors also testified, that ihey executed the 

, contract and obtained the moneys and that I had 
not had the least concern in the transaction. More- 
over, 4thly, Mr. Swift's name was never, by any 
person, requested on the said note. Stick was the 
testimony then exhibited, Mr. Swift seemed still 
to persist in his assertion. It was wholly unac* 
countable. I was finally induced to believe he had 
associated two distinct ideas, which had produced 
this error. I therefore made inquiry of him, whe- 
ther^I had ever made application to him but once 
fo endorse a note, and that in the beginning of the 
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year 1810, for a private loan, wiuch, howeveri wai 
not obtained, and at which time he saw the namet 
of two other persons on- the paper which I present- 
. ed ? He answered, that I had never called on him 
but once. I now inquired of one or both of the 
gentlemen, which, I do not now distinctly recoU^cti 
whose names were on the paper I presented to Mr* 
Swift, to testify whether the loan for £ri Miles & 
Co. was the object for which that loan was desired,^ 
or even whether that company was then formed* 
It was answered in the negative. Thus it was ren- 
dered evident, his assertion was untrue. But cha- 
rity influenced me still to believe the error entirely 
unintentional, and to have arisen from his combiur 
ing two distinct things, which were now cleairly 
proved to be separate, and that Mr. Swift, on re- 
flection, would feel himself greatly obliged to me (or 
correcting the error, as bis testimony was given un- 
der the solemnity of an oatb4 His after conduct, 
however, afforded evidence to the contrary, as 
there will be occasion hereafter to notice.. ^ 

It is a fact, I presume, yet well remembered^ that 
at my endeavours to correct the error already men- 
tioned, andldevelope the light of truth, Mr. Beecher 
severely frowned, and requested that I might be 
prevented from making inquiries of the witnesses. 

It was agdn announced, they were through with 
witnesses. An adjournment for dinner followed. 
On reassembling, as I had not forgotten the declara- 
tion of the flev. Mr. Stone, made about the first of 
the preceding month, and it being already rendered 
suflSiciently apparent << who his In^ethren were that 
had joined him," I took occasion to remark to the 
moderator, that I had understood Mn Stone had 
preludged the merits of the case new pending. I 
wished the privilege to ascertain the tact. If he 
had, I should object to his sitting as a judge in the 
trial. If he had not, I should offer no objections ta 
his sitting. I therefore requested permission to 
ask him die question. It was granted. I tl^ii iiH 
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^ired, *^ Mr. Stone, haye 70a not made the dechir 
ration, calculating with mathematical exactoessy 
that you would have me silenced in eight days, and 
yon had got a number 6f your brethren to join 
you?" He replied, "no; have you heard so?'* 
I answered, " I have." He replied, " I have not 
said it." I desisted from further inquiry, as he 
peremptorily denied it; and immediatdy withdrew 
to employ a person to go to the distance of about 
eight miles, and procure the witness without de* 
lay, from whom I had received this declaration* 
The witness had assured me, that Mr. Stone had 
made this declaration to him, in the witness's house^ 
after the close of public worship^ on the SabbfUh 
bat one preceding the session of the association at 
Burliogton. The witness duly arrived. On his en- 
tering the house, I requested ef the moderator, that 
he might be qualified anJ testify, as he was my wit* 
aess in proof of Mr. Stone's declaration. This 
vas accordingly done, in which he repeated pre* 
cisely the expression I had before used. Mr. . 
Stone could not, oor would he, attempt to impeach 
the veracity of Mr. Medad Allen. He immediate- 
ly arose and informed the moderator, there was but 
one witness against him. He should still claim his 
Beat; adding, by the mouth of two or three wit" 
nesses every word shall be established.^ J Unpa- 
railed impudence ! if not savage barbarity ! After 
a few moments, I looked aroond and saw a number 
ef persons in the house belouging to his church, 
and many who were not members ; and had no 
doabt others had heard similar declarations, but 
knew not on whom to call. I requested that Dr. 
Calhoon, whom I knew to be on friendly terms with 
Mr. Stone, yet had no knowledge that he had heard 
similar declarations, might be qualified. This be- 
ing done, he testified he had frequently heard Mr* 
Stone speak to the same effect 'as was testified by 
Mr. Allen. A ghastly paleness instantly brooded 
upon the countenance of Mr. Stone, and by reason 
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of an immediate request, that be might have the 
priyilege of withdrawing, he left the house. The 
singular remark was at this time said io be made, 
by one of his parishioners who witnessed the scene, 
^ it was a pity there was not an auger hole bored 
into Mr. Stone's head and some brains infused." 
At his departure he was followed by an expreacher, 
who took the liberty to say to him, Mr. Stone, you 
have lied here to day. It appeared Mr. Stone was. 
not prepared for a reply. In truth, I pitied the de- 
jected man* 

It became now a subject of inquiry 'by my coun- 
9fi\j whether I should not ascertain who Mr. Stone's, 
brethren were, who, he had bdasted, were joined 
with him. I objected to the inquiry, as probably, 
every person in the house was well satisfied on this 
subject ; and I would not debar them from their an- 
ticipated pleasures in voting against me. ^, 

• Mr. Beecher had already commenced his argu- 
ment for the prosecution. The vehemence and 
energy with which he proceeded, clearly evinced 
his desired object. I presume it will not be denied,, 
by a very numerous assembly, that he confined his 
remarks chiefly to three general heads. , 

1st. That I had left the ministry to teach a 
school. 

2d1y. That I had added house to house, to ac- 
commodsrte my school — and 

ddly. That I had dealt at banks. 

On the first particular he very largely expatiated*. 
It would seem from his remarks, that if I had beea 
guilty of the heinous crime of murder, it wouI4 
have borne no proportion to the awfol enormity 
with which I was now justly chargeable. 

On the second he bestowed similar exertions. 

The third received equal reprehension, with ma- 
ny and apparently poignant terrors, at the idea of a 
payment falling due at a bank. On this subject he 
narrated his own narrow and well-nigh destructive 
escape, for which he was solely indebted to the 
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iifidness of his endorser, on a note, as lie said, cf 
one hundred dollars, which happened to fall due in 
his absence, while devoutly accomplishing his mi- 
nisterial domestic missions, and thus oy the benev<^ 
lence of his underwriter was rescued from ruin. 
And sooner, yes, sooiler than he should consent tm 
any further dealings at the bank, by which he 
should be jeopardized, he wosld immediately re- 
turn home and sell his three and a half acres. 

My counsel replied, on the first head, it had 
long been a custom in Connecticut to call ministeri, 
even' from their pastoral charge, to take the charge 
of seminaries. Moreover, in the present case, I 
liad engaged in it at the urgent request of all the 
ministers around me, and for reasons well under- 
stood by all. On the second head, it was indispen- 
Bibly necessary to erect buildings for the conve- 
nience of the scbool, without which the scholars 
could not foe furnished with accommodations, and 
the object of the school must fail. Indeed, the in- 
quiry might not be inapplicable, whether it would 
seem more improper that the defendant should add 
house to house, but far less so under his circum- 
stances, than for the Rev. Counsel for the prdsecu- 
tion. Who had but recently performed the same act 
himself, which, by his neighbours, would undoubt- 
edly be deemed wholly unnecessarv, and which 
greatly disfigured his dwelling? Un the third 
head, dealing at banks was extensively practised. 
But few persons, probably, could be found doing 
business to any considerable extent, who would not 
find it necessary occasionally to resort to bank ac- 
commodations. In the case of the defendant it 
would be the more necessary, on account of the 
probably unequalled kindnesses and accommoda- 
tibns he had rendered, arising from the pressing en- 
treaties of individuals, and relying on the punctual 
fulfilment of their engagements which they had fail- 
ed to accomplish. And the inquiry may be made, 
what harm arises from a person's desding with a 
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bank legallj anthori^d? Banks are ganerallj ^l^' 
tablished among ail Christian anJ civilized nations. 
If improper to deal with them, whj are they legally 
established ? And iff improper, why do ministers 
>and ecclesiastical bodies vest their funds in bank 
'Stock?. Is it that their funds shall lie dormant? 
or, that they may be sure of a better premium on 
their funds, and a more punctual remittance of it, 
than rated by law on private loans ? Is a deacon 
or any officer of the church censurable, because he 
Joans his money at a rate per cent* established by 
the laws of his country ? 

i It was now nearly night, when the cause was sub* 
mitted to the consideration and decision of the 
association. All but the association withdrew. Mr. 
Beecher soon called at my room, and was now, for 
the first time since the commencement of the trial, 
very affable and complaisant. On his entrance into 
the room, I presented hkn with a cup of cold water, 
it being a sultry summer's day, which I assured 
him was all I could there bestow; but if he would 
accompany me to my house and spend the night, I 
would cheerfully welcome him to such fare as my 
impoverished habitation afforded. He thanked me 
for my offer, assured me he would gladly accept it, 
and that he was desirous of an opportunity to con- 
verse with the serious youth of my schooL This 
was the firs^ lisp I had heard him utter relative to 
the seriousness. Soon we were informed the asso- 
ciation would not result that night, but adjourn to 
meet the nest morning. We immediately retired. 

On the following morning one of my counsel, who 
lodged with Mr. Beecher, inCormed me, he had 
much conversaticm with him before they slept. His 
language to me, if my memory is correct, and my 
-mind was very strongly impressed at the relation^ 
was as follows ? 

Counsel. " Mr. Beecher, do you think the as- 
sociation will censure Mr. Parker?** 
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. Mt* B. << No> there is nothing for which the j 
ciMi censure him.*' 
, C. " Is that your opinion ?" 

Mr. B. *^ Clearly so, as there was no testimonj 
9g|iinst him.'' 

C " Pray, sir, why then did you use so much 
vehemence and severity in your argument this af- 
ternoon, knowing him to be an innocent man ?" 
- Mr* B. " O, I was only playing attorney." 
. C ^^ Bnt I had supposed you gentlemen of the 
cloth would^ on moral .principles, haye withheld 
wch severities !" 

. Mr. B. " O, I was only acting the part of an 
attorney." 

Truly astonishing, thus to sport with interests 
4}oth sacred aiid human. 

• After breakfast, Mr. Beecher expressed mucb 
satisfaction at his interview with my pupik, thank- 
ed me for my hospitality, and urged my cadling and 
putting up with him whenever I should be at Litch* 
field ; at the slime time upbraiding me with having 
neglected to call upon him heretofore. Thus, with 
apparent cordiality, he departed. But one must 
have been short-sighted indeed, not to have seen 
through the veil. 

A line very shortly reached me from a friend, 
informing me, my presence was necessary at ' 
the meeting-house^ although the association was not 
yet in session, as renewed efforts were stated to be 
ip operation against me. I went immediately on* 
It was obvious, from communications made to me, 
that there appeared to be no testimony which could 
militate against me, either in support of the charges 
exhibited, or from any other investigation. Yet 
certain individuals could not be pacified, but were 
determined that I should be silenced. The asso^ 
ciation very soon came together. The efforts 
of Messrs. Perry and Harvey, receiving occasional 
.strength from Messrs. Prentice and Blair, were stre- 
nuous. The opposition of Mr. Perry, particularly^ 

9 
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was go great, that Mr: Mills, havitig rappcN^ed Mr. 
Perry to have gone out of the house, which how- 
ever was not the case, observed to the moderator, 
•* he could not account for Mr, Perry's hostility to 
Mr. Parker." Mr. Perry instantly replied, " he 
had no hostilUjf ai all.^* 

Soon a delegation was sent to me, to know whe- 
ther I was willing to give up my ministerial cre- 
dentials, and let this end the trial ? I refused ; stat-, 
ing, if I had justly forfeited them, they were bound 
in duty to take them away. I should not willingly 
relinquish them. The returns were made, but it 
seemed the combination was not to be pacified* 
Delegation succeeded delegation, but to nb pur- 
pose. Among these, were the Rev. Messrs. Mills 
and Hallock, of whom, on asking me if on the whole, 
under existing circumstances, I had not better re- 
finquish my credentials, I inquired whether they 
wished my lips sealed in this interesting^eason of in- 
quiry ^mong the dear youth committed to my care 
fl^d instruction, when they were daily making the 
inquiry, with the most anxious solicitude| '^ what 
they shall do to be saved?". To which inquiry 
neither made the least reply, but with much appa- 
rent feeling, turned instantly about and repaired to 
the session. 

As it was obvious a sacrifice must be made, I 
consulted with my counsel, and it was concluded it 
would be better to sufier, than to oppose the known 
^' hostilities" of certain individuals, whose r^pacity« 
it would seem, was not to be allayed. According- 
ly one of my counsel drew up a paper, which I sub- 
scribed and sent in to th^ association, the purport 
of wliich, as ne^irly as 1 can recollect, I will cheer- 
&IIy give. I requested the original to be imme- 
diately returned by the register of the association, 
who was Mr. Harvey, so soon as he should have 
recorded it, which, however, has never been done, 
although more than three years have elapsed^ One 
special reason for that request was^ that I might a»- 
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d^rtain wbether it wsus correctly recorded; as I had 
known df an incorrect entrj made on the records 
kept by Mr. Harvey, prey ions to that timci in reli^ 
tion to myself^' from which circamstance I had just ' 
reasons to apprehend it mi^ht be so in the present 
case. The paper purported, ihat I would cheer- 
fully acknowkdge that I had been extensively 
plunged into the cares of the world, (which, how^ 
ever, was not originally any concern of my own 
seeking, but occasicHied by solicitations of my fa« 
thers and brethren in the ministry, and arising 
from excessive benevolence exercised towards 
them and others,} which was calculated to bring 
reproach upon the Christian ministry, for which I 
would cheerfully acknowledge that I had done 
Wrong, (and no one had more reason sincerely t<f 
regret tY, on every consideration.) Moreover, for 
the time being, I signified that I should preach to 
my school only, and occasional lectures. These, 
so far as I can recollect, embraced all the pnnts. 
It may not be unsuitable to mentum here one 

S articular circumstance more, as It is cdculated to 
elineate still further efforts made in the generat 
procedure. I was informe4» by a respectable cler- 
gyman, that it was contemplated, and temporarily 
i^reed upon, to introduce a charge against me, on 
the ground that I was a member of the nuisonic in- 
^titutiony and often delivered public discourses on 
festival occasions ; and also presided in some of the 
lodges. This, it was stated tojne, was designed to 
be made effectual to disrobe me. But my informant 
added, that on further weighing the subject, fears 
were entertained that fifty masonic brethren, who 
were very numerous^ m^t raBy at sa bold an ef- 
fort, and eventually the evil recoil -on themselves f 
and thus they forbore the attempt. It seems, how- 
ever, that an aged minister of the body, the Rev. 
Mr. Hallock, was designated or volunteered his ser- 
vices, to confer with or lecture me on the subject. 
He did not neg|lect the opportunity of improving 
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Hke conreaieiit seasoD of the trial, to folfil the dur 
ties of his trust. He observed to me, that some of 
bis brethren felt aggrieved that I was a mason, al- 
though I had united with the institution severad 
jears before I entered upon the ministry, and, as 
he expressed himself, ** was the high priest of a 
chapter and right worshipful master of a lodge, and 
•often oflSciated on publit celebrations,'' kc. an4 
proceeded to offer some objections relative to the 
'institution. I inquired of him, whether he was ac- 
quainted with the institution? He said he was not. 
I asked him on what data he could judge and con- 
demn an institution, of which he was entirely igno"* 
rant ? He did not attempt to assert. I did pre- 
sume it could not be from the circumstance of the 
lodge, in the town in which he was settled, making 
m donation about that time, if I rightly remembei; 
o{ fifty dollars to the Bible Society of Connecticut. 
I very soon made the inquiry of him, if he had pe- 
rused the copy of a printed sermon with which I 
had presented him tf little time before ; which ser- 
mon I had delivered at the public installation of a 
chapter a few months preceding. He told me he 
liad. I inquired of Wm, whether there was any 
thing in that sermon contrary to the letter and 
spirit of the gospel ? He assured me there was 
not. I put the inquiry to him, whether he could 
probably write k better gospel sermon.^ He re- 
plied, no. I then asked him, whether he supposed 
ie could equal it? H^e replied in the negative. I 
begged of him, that he would not condemn that 
which he acknowledged he could not equal himself, 
4relative to the gospel. Thus the conversation 
€nded. 

About one o'clock, on the third day of the ses- 
sion, the association came to a resulti: The jSrst 
article of charge they pronounced unsupported by 
evidence; and the second article beyond their 
rj^cfa, having longsince been foreclosed. Hence 
their charges were dismissed, T^ey also publish- 
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edy tbat ikey fomdiio caiiM for iaaectiag a^jr Mw 
charge, from anj thing nrfaicb had trantpir^ frofi 
their rery extensive invegtigatioa* 

Although such was the decision of the body, yft 
all the members did not vote in favour of it. There 
had, I believe, been but one opinion entertained, by 
all who witnessed the trial, how the votes would 
stavd in the result. And this opinion appeared io 
bfkye been adopted shortly after the trial commen- 
ced. Indeed, multitudes expressed their opinion 
-openly; and some even reduced to writing the 
names of the members in affirmative and negative 
columns, in which there was an entire unanimity. 
Those who were in the negative, and consequently 
opposed to the decision, were Messrs. Perry, Pren- 
tice, Harvey, and Blair. Mr. Stone, having abdi- 
cated his seat, could not vote. The number in the 
affirmative, if I mistake not, was nine. 

Thus the mountains had laboured, and the ds- 
iendant was not .only entirely acquitted from the 
charges, which combined effi)rts had laboriously in- 
iroduced and vigorously pursued, but also from aay 
new ground or cause ojf charge, of any name or 
kind. 

The result of the association being made public, 
Mr. Stone immediately called on me and requested 
Bn interview, '\u the hearing of Messrs. Mills and 
Hallock, to which I assented. He stated that his 
object was, ^^ to convince me he hadniot lied the 
day before.'* He observed, he did not recollecti 
when I challenged him from his seat, that he had 
ever uttered such an expresfsion; and supposed, if 
he had said any thing which would preclude him 
from a seat, that I had the testimony to prove the 
fact already present, and (berefore thought proper 
to fling th^ burden of proof on me. I replied, I. 
had not the proof at hand, but was obliged to, em- 
ploy a man, at the expense of two dollars, to pro- 
cure the witness in a given period of time. ^ He^;g» 
plied, " I might have known you would have done 
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^ il-^Attt ymot perseYeruice wmU 6ave ramontiled 
dl obttacIcB JT *i^ 'S'^td) >f I remember hb expres*- 
■bm with accuracy^ << Brother Parkeri I have dcme 
irroDg, in a great manj particalars relative to this 
basinera. I am sincerelj sorrj for it. I ask your 
forgtvenesB ; and can jon forgive me V* At tiiese 
declarations he freely wept. To whom I replied, 
•• yes, I can cheerfully forgive yoq, provided J^oor 
confessions are sincere,, sund your fuhtre condvd . 
9hali evince the sthcmfy of your coftfession.!* 

Soon after leaving the meeting*hoii«e> where tile 
session had been holden, Mr. Starr approached me,. 
in company, if I rightly remember, with Messcsv 
Mills and Gillef, and extending his hmd towards^ 
me, while the tears gently flowed down his aged 
cheeks, saidj " Brother Parker, I hope yon wlB 
overlook and forgive me^ in the part I have taken 
relative to the kite transactions, and not lay any 
thing to my charge.'^ I informed hito, as m the 
commencement of his labour with me, that be pro*^ 
bably would never have engaged in his undertakings 
had not an obvious advantage been taken of his se% 
eond childhood. 

Messrs. Perry and Harvey next approached me 
in a Pharisaical manner^ to this effect, ** I hope 
you will: now be satisfied, and nolonger indulge any 
tinfavourabte impressions towards us.**" They ap- 
peared urgent to press the reply, that I was satis- 
lied in respect to them. I signified to them, it wafl 
far otherwise j that they had not only rendered no^ 
satisfaction at all, but that I considered their guilt 
lo be greatly enhtoeed. Thus all dispersed. 

The expenses wfaieh had accrued to me in this 
^ial, (reader, would not the term persecution be 
even mild,^) for counsel, witnesses, &c. &c. exceed-^ 
ed one hundred and fSfty dollars. Impoverished bm 
1 had become, I knew not how possibly to defray 
4fae charges. I reflected on the inconsistency of 
man f I have been charged with criminality for be« 
4pg plunged into the cares of the world, a^d tha^ 
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bj Ae r^ej per«#iiB mho hate bttn chi^ inrirw 
mental in bringing these evils upon me. And wm^ 
to Tindicftte and muntain my rightB, which have 
b«en assailed in na m^recedented vanner, and ap- 
parently to shield Qthera from the stroke of justice, 
I must be phinged still deeper. Is not this a prac** 
tieal illnstration of total depravity? 

But the storm, it was fondly hoped, had snbsidi^d. 
A merciful Providence had kindly interposed to 
avert the ruin with which I had been threatened to 
be overwhelmed. Not only were the vig<nrous ex- 
ertions and strenuous labours of a comhinaiion 
mtirely defeaiedj by the exhibition of truth and 
facia (n\ly presented before them to thwart their 
machinations, but in the tnvestigatioB so extensive- - 
ly pursued, the mlumny ond dandere which had 
been put in circulation as a seemingly necessary 
emi(h)mitant of a failure, and which in that case ap« 
pealred to be eagerly grasped at by some, w^reput 
to awfu} silence. Moreover, the God of Heaves . 
seemed signally ix> exhibit his smiles, in selectiiq; 
ihat trying moment to display the riches of grace * 
and mercy among the endeared youth placed under 
my instructtDU. The special seriousness had com^ 
menced ki my school but a short period before, 
and was exclusively confined to it, in that region of 
country, without the exception of a solitary indivi- 
dual. Nor, during this season of refreshing, was 
there known to be a single instance in the parish or 
tojm, 80^ far as my knowledge has extended, lu 
which any one hopefully became a subject of di- 
vine grace, or even became a subject of conviction, 
who was not a member of my school. These in- 
4ications might seem to manifest the displeasure of 
Heaven against their procedure. Indeed, it would 
seem that the Rev. Mr. Mills e&tertained the same 
views relative to these appearances. It was stated, 
that Q& his departure from the trial, he called tavisil 
his brother in a neighbouriog town* As he was 
aKgbtin^ from bis horse, he was met by lus brotfi^ c 
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-whO) anxfooii to know the result of the trial, ioiaie- 
diatelj presses the question, ^< what have yon been 
doing at Ellsworth ?*' The Rev. Divine arswered, 
^^ doing ? why, we went there to do, but God got 
there^rs^f and we could not do any thing.^* 
.. The fears which had been enterained previous 
to the trial were now realized ; viz : that an exhibi- 
lion <f( the combined exertions which bad evident- 
ly been entered into by some, together with the de- 
relopement of unaccountable proceedings, which 
must necessarily lead to a painful discovery of hu- 
man depravity, clad in sacerdotal robes, would im- 
pede the awakening. It was obvious the serious- 
ness among the youth had greatly diminished. Al- 
though there had been from fifteen to twenty cler- 
gymen in the vicinity, during the lengthy trial, yet 
not a solitary sermon, to my knowledge, was deliv- 
ered, even within the parish. This considerati<»ii 
was truly lamentable, as many precious youth were 
hungering for the word ^of life ; and it was, per- 
haps, the only instance with which I had ever 
been acquainted, since my connection with that bo- 
dy, where tl^ere had been a failure of preaching, 
and oftentimes, repeatedly, when they assembled, 
even where there was no special seriousness* 
This declension in the revival continued about two 
weeks, and it was greatly feared the cloud was soon 
to pass over. But God, who is rich in mercy, 
again revived his work of grace. For a time it be- 
came evidently more pungent and extensive than 
before ; and continued until the vacation, in the be- 
ginning of the Allowing September. During this 
interesting season, the number of about twenty-five 
were hopefully brought to an acceptance of offered 
mercy through the blood of the Saviour. * 

Within the period of two or three days after the 
trial, I was informed a stor^ wad prevalent in Sha- 
ron street, and the vicinity of ^ Amenia, that I had 
been silenced by the association. It would seem 
extraordinary that such a report should be hazard-: 
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ed so near at hand, especially w£ere there were ^ 
many witnesses who heard the result, which was 
directly the reverse, and where it might so easily 
be retraced to its source. Some weeks after, a res- 
pectable neighbour of mine, Capt. R. St. John, 
was addressed by Capt. Hamlin, a member of the 
church in Sharon, to^tfais eflfect: "Your neigh- 
bour, Mr. Parker, I understand was silenced at 
the late trial." Capt. St. John answered, " no, it 
was not so." Capt. H. replied " yes he tvas^ for 
^r. Ferry told me «o, on the same day," or, the 
day following " his return from the trial." Capt. 
St. J. informed him it was not the case, for he at- 
tended during the trial, and was present at the re«> 
fiult, and he was entirely acquitted from the charr 
ges exhibited against him." Capt. H. answered, 
" he certainly was silenced, for Mr. Perry told 
him so on his return,^\ Such was the informattoii 
1 derived from Capt. St. John. 

Not long after, I called at the house of a respects- 
able matron of Sharon street, who informed me she 
had supposed I was silenced for some weeks aftef 
the trial ; and had not receivied information to the 
contrary, until a |ew days before. She observed 
that Capt. Hamlin had called at her house, wheth<- 
er on the day, or the day after the trial closed, I do 
not.recoUect, and informed her he had just seen Mr. 
Perry y who told him that 1 was silenced* Sueh 
was the substance, if not the phraseology, which I 
received from lier. . ' 

in the mean time the intelligence had reached me, 
that a similar report was prevalent in Gosh^o* This 
came to me from a former pupil of mine, who in- 
formed me heliad'rebeived it frotti another 'of my 
former pupiis, who lived near to Mr. Harvey ; and 
it was with^ difficulty, as he stated to me, that the 
former, who knew the fact to be otherwise, could 
convince the latter ft was untrue, as the source of 
information from which it was derived, was so au- 
thentic, indeed, it seemed by information, th«t 
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Bucli a report was induBtriousIj spread to a consid-* 
crable exteat of country^ 



SECTION III. 

In December, 1814, I received the folIowTn|; 
certificate of my regular standing in the ministrj, 
from the Rev. S. J. Mills of Torringford, who was^. 
by the appointment of the general association of 
Comiecticut, the committee of certification for the 
north association of Litchfield county. It was 
given at my request, as I then contemplated a jour- 
npy to the westward the following spring or sum- 
mer. This certifies what my standing then was, 
in the estimation of the committee, and the proprie- 
ty of it waff never called in cjuestion by the associa* 
lion, to my knowledge. 

*^ This may certify whem it may concern, thi^ 
the Rev. Mr. Parker, of BUsT^rth, in Litchfield 
county, state of Connecticut, is in good and regular 
standing in the Gospel Ministry ; and as such is 
liereby recommended to the kind notice and Chris-* 
tian frien<|[ship of the churches, wherever Provi- . 
dence may cast his lot. 

'* Certified by SAMUEL J. MILLS, 

Committee of certification for Litchfield county. 

" DtUed at Tarnngford^ Dec. 14/A, 1814." 

In Jnly, 1815, I received the following letter 
from the Rev. Mr. Mills, with an inclosed certifr 
cate, both of which I insert verbatim. 

« Torringford July 18tt, 1815. 
'< Dear Brother- After I left Sharon [July 
fS] I fdt in^ measure embarrassed, in regard to a 
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ciertifieate I had sent on to jov, of jwa regnhr 
Btandiog in the Miniitry. It bore on my mind, Mr« 
Beecber of Litchfield, was tbe Committee of certi- 
ficatioa for Litchfield South. I called, and con« 
anlted him, on my way home. He was decided in 
ft, that I must recali that certificate, and present 
jTdtt with such an one as I send enclosed. Yoa 
will therefore consider die other, in your nonteth 
sioD, as laid under an Embargo. My kindest re« 
spects to Mrs. Parker. Tours stfectionately. 

<'SAML.J.MILL8. 
^' Allow me to say one word further. In such 9 
world as this, through which we are passing, and 
thousands of eyes looking on us, from this world, 
amd the other, is it possible for us, to exercise at 
any moment, greater caution, and prudence, than 
would be suitable for us ? Was sorry after I wrote 
the proceeding lines, but it was the impulse of the 
moment, conclude on the whole, you will have no 
objection at my leaving them as they are* 
« JBev. Mr. Daniel Parker.*' 

The following was the inclosed Certificate. 

«< This certifies, that the Rev. Daniel Parker, is 
a Minister of the Gospel, in regular standing, with 
this exception^ that he is not to preach as a candi* 
dale for settlement^ untill be shall have extricated 
himself from certain secular embarrmssmentSy in 
which he has for some time been involved. 

« Certified by me, SAML. J. MILLS, 
** Committee of certification for Litchfield Norths 

« Dated at Torringford^July ISth, 1815.^ 

On the receipt and perusal of the above commu-^^ 
nications, my .surprize was indescribable. I knew 
-not the meaning of the letter^ as it appears really 
unintelligible ; or Mr. Mills* s authority for his ex- 
pression, *^ he is not to preach as a candidatefor set- 
tlement /" &G. I reflected, I had been liberatedfroni 
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Hke^chargtB exhibiiM i4;aiiist me^ U my late ttiakf 
and the assoeiatioa declared in their resulty thai 
ihejf found no cam$ Jot imaefting cmy thing n$w^ 
although they hadJakm an estmaive range in their 
tHMiries* I alsp reflected, the share certificate 
ibdeed certifies my regular standif^.in the MifHa^ 
tr^y equally ^ith Oie first: ; and that I have fuU per^^ 
mistion to officiate^ as a gospel oamiflter, ^^ea^cept to 
preach m a candidate for settlemen^t P^ and mby 
this prohibition ? and whence ariaes thki prerogative 
in IVtr. MiDsy when not a syllable had been uttered 
by the association on the subject, while in the tate 
session ; else, why should the thought hare occur** 
red on his return home^ and he have digressed from r 
his road to call on Mr. Beecher for direction ? Nor 
would it seem to be an authorised act, without a pre- 
vious censure passed upon me by the body, who 
were not again assembled untii some weeks, and 
even months, after the receipt of the above letter* 
Mr. Mills, expressly declares, he called on Mr. 
Beecher, the committee of certification for Litch- 
field South, for consultation. Mr. Beecher was not 
even a member 6f the same bbdy. What preroga- 
tives had he to dictate to another Associaion, or to 
an individual of another body, and thus deal out 
ia^uisitorial injunctions, which could be authori^^ed* 
only by an act of the body itself, and that predicated 
OB a censure ? yet the writer says^ " Mr, Beecher 
mas decided in il^ that he^ mtisi recal iht fifst cer" 
tiRcate, and present me with such an one as he en« 
closed.^^ Hence he pronounces the first laid under 
an " ewi6arg-o." By what authority? Not from 
Bonaparte, although he once claimed. to bavd the 
disposal of Papal supremacy ; but from the de- 
claration of Parson Mills, from authority no leas 
conspicuous and dictator iaUhan Mr. Beecher, not a 
member of the same association. How aingplar 
t(is, when my council at the late trial had under- 
stood him to say, there was nothing for which the 
association could censure me.^' This procedure 
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wes mMt QxtraotdiiiMy, andT m tfak free coinify 
lii^recedeirted. 

. On the seme dej of the receipt of the above let- 
ter and certificate^ I ahowed them ta twe depgjT'- 
«ieB» aad requeated them lo iofiDrm me what theae 
aaeanit. They both asaaced oae tliey could oet ae- 
.counifr far either, and recmnmemled my committiDg 
Uiem iflHBediateljr to the fiamea^ To this I objeeV* 
jsd ; and by their advice immerfiatety wrote to Ms. 
JlliUa for ap exidenatioii^ and aiae'a removal ef the 
^ embargo ;" but never neceiived from him voy a»» 
aver. - 

^ Sead^, fhia abgular pvoceediog, will be more 
fiMy developed faerea£ler,. even ahould your aiu^ 
{Mriae be atill greatly enhanced. 

My school in EHaworth recommenced, for the 
laat time in that place^ aboat the first of October^ 
4B15, and closed on the 20tb of Mfarch following. 
i coetinned it as long as I conld posaibly command 
fimdJEi ; although I have been repeatedly and se- 
verely censured by many for diacontiauing it. la 
the latter part of Novemiber, m second revival cona- 
naenoed in toy scbooh It waa evidently more ex* 
teiUHvethan tibat of theprecedhig summer, and coi^ 
tinued imtil the close of ti$e school* It was, in- 
deed,, an intnreating seasoe. The number of mem* 
Jbers in the achoel waa pvobaMy fjrom ninety to ae 
Jhundred ;^/iaud it could hardly be said there waa « 
thougMl^' :o^ heedieas youth among the whole* 
Botween fSbSk^y and fo^y were, in the view of cha- 
«]^,9avingiy interested in tfaia gracipua visit^'oo* 
Thur^ "during the two seasons of refreshing, withia 
ibe abort period of about nfne months^ m5re tha^i 
msty endeared youth were lead ia hope in the 
Boercy of God, through an atUj^ecious and gl^ijous 
Sevjour. As it was the caae m the first, so itirae 
in. the second revival, the work was confined exdu^ 
4riinely to tfie members o^ my sehooK ' 

During the last revival, we Untformly attended 
religious meetings in the Academjr, with the e^ 
10 
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cejptioD of comiminion dajs, when we attj 
with the societj. I uniformly delivered three di»- 
<;ourfle8 on the Sabbath to my school; one o|k 
'Wednesdays^ and occasional discourses on other 
days. In severd instances I received the kind aa- 
Bistance of Christian ministers frdm abroad, duriog 
.this revival ; but not a solitary instance is within 
•n^ irecoUection, of a member of the association 
calling upon us, except my successor, the Rev« 
'Mt. Lyman. "^ Nor do I recolieet of but one in- 
«tanice, in which one of them even made the inqui- 
ry of me relative to the last revival. Tjij school 
was supplied one Sabbath by exchangie, occasioned^ 
•by. a request of the north church in Cornwa^ 
which was then supplied by a candidate, in order 
that I should admmister to them the sacrament of 
;the supper. When I afterwards inquired of one of 
ihe deacons of that church, why they did not di« 
jrect their candidate to exchange with the minister 
•who was settled in the same town, I understood him 
16 say, that the minister had tendered his services 
4b tfaeoi, especially when informed the church had 
<dhrected their candidate to call on me for that pur- 
fose i but that he was informed the church would 
•not receive ihe communien from his hands. 
- It may not be improper here to remark, that two 
extensive revivals, and one if not two of less extent, 
Appeared distii^uishingly to emanate, under God, 
&om the serious youth of my school, on their re- 
turn to their respective faopies. Such were the 
jaercy and grace of God to perishing souls,^ who 
. Hrere in opposition to infinite purity. How em- 
phatically IS verified the declaration of God, by the 
^nouthof the prophet, "I will bring the Uind by. a 
way that they knew not ; I will lead them in patha 
that they have, not known ; I will make darkness 
Jight before them, and crooked things straight*'' 
^* Not unto us, O Lord; not unto i^, but to thy 
l^ame be all the glory.'^' 
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An Academy had been erected in Greetivill^/ 
Grreen county, N. Y. in the jear iai5. Daring 
the summer and autumn of that jear, I receiTed 
two requests, by letter, to take tfie charge of it. In. * 
the month of November, if I mistake not, Aaron 
Hall, Esq. one of the trostees of that institution, 
called upon me for the purpose of engaging me \o 
superintend that institution. As I was untvilling 

' then to relinquish mj own, and especially under 
existing circumstances, I was constrained to A4- 
cline the proposal. Mr. Hall proceeded to call on 
th^ Bev. William R. Weeks, who was then supply- 
ing the south society in* Washington. On his re- 
tarn, he informed me he had not succeeded in ob- 
taining Mr. Weeks. He observed that the people 
in Waiihington were highly pleased with Mr. 
Weeks, and wished his continuance with them; 

^ that Mr; Weeks informed him, if he should teach 
a school any where, he was under o6I^<ifioft« fo 
jifr. Beecher to set up k school' on Litchfield hill. 
Within a short period after, Mr. Weeks was pre- 
vailed upon to leave Washington and comply with^ 
Mr. Beecher^s request, by actually engaging in a 
school' near his reverend solicitor. Hence fhe 
cburch and people of my native town were deprived 
of a supply, by one in whom they were pleasingly 
united, by the solicitation of Mr. Beecher. Seve- 
rn months after, I made inquiry of Mr. Weeks re- 
lative to the success of his s^chool. He Informed 
me, if I rightly remember, the incomes of his 
school were inadequate to defray the expenses of 
his own and his family's board. I could not but 
call to mind the severity with which Mr. JBeecher 
had censured me, at my late trial, /or leaving 'the 
ministry, as he expresrsedhimselfyto teach a saiool; 
when I had for years supplied my people after I 
had engaged in my school; and eveta after I bad 
obtained a dismission, had |>rocirr«fI for them ex- 
tensively a 8tfppZ2^, at my own expefise ; wblA (nt^ 
ihermore, I had mgaged in my ^ichod from the uf^ 
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gtni T9que9t of all uround me, together witk Ibe 
unittd request of my ckmrck and people^ and lakea 
this extra btirden aa limielf for the sole purpose of 
freserving the society from being rendered extinct^ 
jP^t now Mr. Weeks is called from a vacant ckurck 
and people, still bleeding under recent difficulties, 
who were desirous of his labours, and who, in al! 
|>robability, would have invited him to settle witk 
-^fcem; and by whom? and for what purpose^ 
As Mr. Weeks informed Mr. Hall, by the request 
efMr. Beechery yet donbtless reeking in the crim-r 
■oned glow of his prime ai^ument to priminale. me, ' 
when he was professedly *^ acting the part of an 
attorney ;*' and to engage iti establishing a nem , 
school, in itself impracticable, which had well-nigh 
beggared the^ev. Teacher. Surely, sable vest- 
ments, thought I, enshrine frail mortals. 

In the month of March, if 1 rightly remember, I 
was informed by a respectable gentleman in Litch** 
field, that Mr. Beecher had, on the day of roy arri- 
val^ been appraliiing his Droperty, as I understood 
him, to his endorser. On my inquiry for a^ BK>ffe 
particular explanation, he gave me the following 
statemenf, as I received the impressions. .. ^* Thai 
Mr. Beecher had been addi9ig house to Aoti^e, and 
it seemed wn» plunged into debt to the amount, aa 
gfneral.report stated, of about three thousand dol^ 
lars.'' Sly informant observed, that i( was under- 
stood Mr. Beecher had turned out, or made over, ^ 
even his furniture to his endorser, as he was inform- 
ed at the bank, and still there was a deficiency of 
diiout two thousand one hundred dollars." I ^b* 
fTerved, it was very singular Mr. Beecher shquM 
have so soon plunged Into all these evils, wilh 
which he had so vehem^tly charged wt, in his ar- 
guments, the preceding July. The gentleman ob* 
aeryed, that Mr- B.'s treatment <rf me had been a 
aubjectof frequest remarks in that town. It ts bat 
justice, howler, to observe, Ihai Mr. B. foiind ex^ 
teasive' relief in bis ^mbanassed arc;!umalancQS| 
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ffbttiAe ayil4|ru4lilMmity <tf «iiin&b«riBr gen- 
Hem^ k Utlc&6eld. Comraoft fime ^clw^ tMt 
•eveateeiti or «igtile«B ^iindr^ 4oUar8 were «peedi* 
if <;otiti^^ted for Mr. Sf « beneftt, 4MB stipalaled 
Gonditidm, a^ thus the idemands against hint great** 
ly reduced. With respect to the complenenf of 
tke ^elaams^ tke writer has «o kno^edge. 

On my i«(huii home, reflecting >on Ibe desti(«f^ 
Mtsation of JSIlKwordi socii^tyy odca^ioned by a long 
and isevene -iSdess «(f their Rev. Paster, and wel 
ktiowiiigthat Mr.B. had repeated assistances cm the 
SabbaMiy by clergymen front abroad who were oc- 
Gttsionally at Litchfield, f thought proper to address 
a letter to hini» f9t the purpose of procuring a Sab- 
bath's suptrfy for Ihe pamh, in their destitute isitu^ 
^tion. The following is ihe purport, if not fh^ 
exact phraseology of the letter. 

" Sharon, J8f«rch — , 1816. 
« R«v. Sir, 

"Our worthy pastor, the Rev. Mr. Lyman, has 
been confined by sickness ever since January last. 
For a few weeks his life was desjpaifed of. He is 
now convalescing, but still connned to his room; 
During this period, his desk has been supplied but 
two or three Sabbaths by neighbouring ministers. 
If it can consist with the supply of your own desk, 
to give him a Sabbath's preaching, I trust it will be 
gratefully received by him and his people. In 
' that case, permit me to recommend to you a por- 
tion of scripture as a iexi, for a part or the whole 
of the day, as you shall think proper : viz. Rom. 
ii. 1. ^ Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, who- 
soever thou art that judgest : for wherein thou judg- 
est another, thou condemnest thyself ; for thou that 
judgest doest the same things.' Your compliance 
will very much oblige yours, &c. 

« DANIEL PARKER. 

" Rev. Lymajst Bbecher." 

lot 
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Th« UUet was fanmediately fivwurd^d to Mr. B^ 
dut nd ftupplj rendered bjr him* Asd, indeed, it 
may be painful to state, that Mr^ B. has never ainea 
spoken to me, aithoushlhave frequentlj passed so 
near him as even t6 brush, bis clothes^ and foU io 
his view. ^-^ 

* The trustees <tf Oreenville alhidemj Bffdn depu- 
ted one of their number, yiz. Stod^hq*d Smithy ^q« 
io'call upon me, and if possible, to pr^aflon me to 
engage- in tilieir scbooL As theinstitutitoirasneir^ 
the salarj must necessarily be lower tb^n in one 
long established and ahread/ flourishing. A littfe 
had been requested to go on t^ the 
westward, about two hundred and fifty miles/.to 
take charge of an institution, and supply a va^catit 
church (m the Sabbath, with a salary c^ two tfaoo- 
sand dollars. I had also been applied to by Dr. 
Dwight, to whom an application had been made (oap ^ 
a supply, to go into the neighbourhood of the Blai^ 
River, to take charge of a seminary and supply a 
vacant congregation, with a salary of one. thousand 
seven hundred dollars. As both the latter places 
were at a great distance, and it would be necessarfr 
for me to be near to Connecticut until my pecuniae 
ry difficulties should be brought to a close, I Gnallj 
acceded to the proposals made me from GreenviUe, 
of a salary of seven hundred dollars a year, and 
also to supply a vacant church on the Sabbath, at 
Cairo, nine miles dbtant from Greenville, for thre^ 
hundred dollars. _ Thus, from the necessity of a 
temporary residence near Connecticnf, my labours 
would be enhanced beyond what would h^ve been 
required at either of the other places referred to, 
and my emoluments for my services diminished 
nearly one half. 

, But in order even to accomplish this removal-, I 
stipulated with the board of trustees at Greenville 
to advance me eight hundred dollars, as a. loan, 
which I received and carried on to Connecticut, 
jireviousto my removal, and disbursed ther^, hav?^ 
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ing atreadj idiaqfiislied my proptH^ to liijr erdU« 
tors to such an extent, that I kneir not of any other 
metliod, except bjr a lean^ of raking one dollar of 
the above anm. • 

About the firat of Majr, 1916, 1 removed my (W- 
mily to Oreenville, and commenced mr labours in 
eoiKipliance witli my enfagements. ataniers the 
most btese and vimlent, were very shiArtly attempt* 
%dio be cire«dated in that region, from Connecti- 
cut. I. traced many of tiiem to their aonrces, and 
was not a little mortffied to.find ih$ir origin. Al- 
though, for a time, I was as a '< stranger in a strance 
land,'' yet soon the shrfts ot calumny, evidently dt- 
sected with a careful, aim, did not light upon my- 
self, but reverberated back, in very general estima> 
^on, upon their conspicuous authors. I had not 
long continued in my new residence, before I was 
assailed by litigious expenses. Finding that these 
would far exceed my earnings , I sought for the be- 
nefit of the insolvent act, in the state of New-¥orit« 
Tbia I obtained the 2dd of May, 1817. 

Previous to my removal from . Connecticut I had 
petitioned the supreme court of that state for Jhe 
benefit of the act of insfrivency. The trial waa 
held at Litchfield in August, 1816, at which time I 
gave my attendance ; but my petition was nega- 
tived/ The circumstances were singular, if- not 
unprecedented, i deem it proper to give a rela^ 
tioo of them. Daniel 8i. John, Esq. had been my 
aiear neighbour, during my residence in Sharon, 
and had been supposed to be a man of handsome 
property a&d strict integrity. As such I had coa- 
aidered him until near the close of the year 1814. 
Some years previous to this, he had pretended to 
be emDarrassed by a lottery, of which he was one 
of the managers. It has since, however, I think, 
been clearly apparent, that he received no pecunin-* 
ry injury, but the contrary, having been deeply 
plunged into debt long before ; but moat of him 
debts kept concealed, even from the knowledge of 
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kit fnends. fa evici^Uii^ hb lottery iconeeniik, be 
haid €ft<Mi called on «e for aid» tor t& l^id id j ntaiB* 
Wfaen «t a certaia tioie iie ci^d en m^ tD Im^ 
boondwith him for about 1500 dollart, I refined.' 
At duB lie took -QB0ace. . I was already lioMea for 
bsm fiir aeirenl thooaaod doUans, and felt anwiffiiig: 
ta lie farther beund; £apt. Thomas fit; John, an* 
other of my neigbbcnirsr^ wma holden for him abont 
pne thousand dollara. As it was indispeadibly ne* 
ceMary he ehould hare immediate aid, asd Capt. 
^. John was imwiniag to rkk hit own claims wMli«- 
mit security, he cdled on D. St. John, and inforai* 
ed him he must aecure both of us, and we would 
render htm farther assistaace. This he did aswe 
then supposed, by giving us an acknowledged deed 
of his Iwnae farm, which contained, probably, more 

. than 200 acres of land, with all his buildings tberd'- 
on ; but it was stipulated we should not then pnt 
the deed on record ; that it should be re tuned in 
the hands of €apt. St. John, with a positive assu- 
rance he would duly inform him, if there was any 
hazard of our loosing our hold, in time to have it 
entered for record, and thus preserve our security.' 
In cpttsequence of this supposed security which 
was given years before the failure, in order to re- 
lieve his' pressing necessities, I went in a very vto* 
Ient>fltorm and encountering the darkness of night, 
lo:ti|e di6ta6<»& of fifty miles to procure -htm fiinds* 
k was very frequent, indeed, that I was obliged, in 
the short period of a few hours notice, to raise and 
advance for him as endorser, tb preserve my own 
credit as well as his qwii, almost every sum, from 

^ten ta a thousand or thousands of dollars, and that 
fer years together. In the course of concerns, we 
were indeed often joutual endorsers, and yet4he 
deed he had given he had never, to my knowledge, 
deemed unessential to my security ; nor do I know 
of ^a solitary instance x)f his ever advancing, as' en- 
dorser for me, one shilKng at any time. For seve* 
sal months be/ore the failure, I was compelled to 
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advance, as endorser, almost ail Ids inatallmeBli^. 
fa the latter part of Novemher, ]ai4, be waspro* 
•ecttted for tke noapaytoent of a bafik rtote. £▼€» 
after tkis atiit was commenced agaimt }Am, I haft 
mgoc\9ted his concerns at banks, except at obo 
place^ which he had engaged (o attend Umk the ' 
jnean tune, so that it apjpeared probable I might 
yet carry him through. By his neglect to attend 
in due time Bk that pkce, as he had engaged, the 
tempest suddenly burst forth and I was carried 
down the ca»eiil« • 

Previoiis to this he had agak and again assured 
myself and others, that there was no encumbrance 
on his home far^) of any fcmd whatever, ex<^Bt 
tiie deed . above , mentioned. This he expressly- 
declared also, wivsn im mortgaged a part of his 
larm, by coiMefit, to tl|e Bridgeport banV, to tteeure. 
Ihe payment of a claim againi^ him* Very sl»»rtljr 
after, 4t was fomid he h»i spread a oiortgsge oireir 
the whole farm, many months before^ 4o aeenre the 

Eyment of 1^00 dollars to a fenttemao in ^ew* 
sven ; and the Bridgeport bank were finally com* 
pelted t& advance that sum in specie, in order to 
raii^ that -mortgage, for the purpose^ of refainuig 
their own bM. Thus our claim by deed was en« 
tirely lost. 

Soon after the failure, Mr. Ibekiel St. John sftid 
myself, who had supposed w% weU understood for- 
years, the amount of debts and demands of D^ St* 
John, from his repeated declarations, on which wft 
had placed entire dependanee as correct, found by 
elmms shortly preseaited by creditors, of which we 
kid before no knowledge, ihout 5000 doUairs ; and ^ 
in his dem«»ds against others, a defidency of about 
M0O dollars, making a diflfetenee in his property of 
about %6Qi^ dollars. A^ this we were greatly dis« 
appointed. 

A little previous to the failure, I ascertained that 
he had eften been Jn the habit of raising sums oC 
money, by going to certain individEmAi; and t^Ving 
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tkem I wanted «o muck money ubtil such a day, 
when I would return it; and that I bad requested 
•-liim to call and receive it. One of his contracts of 
this description, which he neglected to meet^jof 
150 dollars, I was* called upon to discharge. . Oa 
my inquiry of Mr. St. J^hn respecting it, l|e ac- 
knowledged the fact, and his apology was, that h^ 
kfltew not how otherwise to raise the money ; and 
believing he should be able to meet it without the 
feet ever coming to ray knowledge, he presumed 
upon it* I afterwards found by irfformation, that it 
seemed be had' oftenfimes presumed tjq[f(m. iht same 
flan heforsi and had in some instances even cqpe 
to me, 4>n the day of payment^ and informed me fa^ 
must raise a given sum of money on that day, for a 
certain object, and 1 must lend ^im the money or 
he should hi in jeopardy. Thus, it worid seem, I 
had ' repeatedly redeeoied nay own name, given by ' 
bim in verbal pledge for a loan of which i had not 
jlhe least knowledge. ^ s ' . . i . 

It was now rendered Apparent, t^at the integrity 
which we had nni&rmly attached to D. Sf^ JohA 
was in 8everalj*esnects greatly impaired. I con- 
sidered myself to have been* greatly injorpd in pro- 
perty by him, and also knew hilp to be indebted to 
me in a large amount. 

Sooki after the failure, I reckoned with faim,^nd 
lus own book declared ^im to be indebted to me, 
within the short period of the last nine months, 
more than a thousand dollars, which be had not re- 
funded.. 

One very extraordinary and flagrant act ot his 
"^ I shall omit here, as it is connected with a subject ^ 
wbich will claim a place In the succeeding pages. 

In the beginni^ of tiie year 1815, 1 lestrnt that 
D. St. John was using efforts abroad, to4nduce the 
belief that I had been the cause of his failure. 
This he dare not assert in my presence, as he well 
knew the fact to be the reverse, and probably waa 
aware.that many M my lieighbours atso knew it to 
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lie &be, wkfeh I trust w31 hereafter clearly appear. 
i did not adopt any measinres at this time to r.oun*> 
teraot bia exertions, being fullj convinced that Ume 
and patience would eyentuaUy correct ^e error, 
and clearly exhibit the state of facts* 

About' this time an attorney from New^Harea 
Called on me, for a bank claim of 750 dollars. I 
informed him I had -no means for securing the debt, 
lis my property was all encumbered ; that D. St. 
John was indebted t^ me a large sum of money*, 
and requested him to call on Mr. St. John, and in- 
form him, it was his duty to secure the payment of 
the. claim, and it should apply on the money be - 

, owed me. I understood by the attorney on his re- 
turn, that tke claim was secured. I soon saw Mr« 
St. John, who informed me he had secured the 
•eiaim ; and it was agreed it should apply in pay- 

^ ment of my demand on him. Several times during 
the following summer he repeated to me his securt* 
■iy of the claim. In October following we were 
both at New-Haven,, and called at the office of the 

. attorney to see that, the business was properly 
transferred, but to my surprise, I ascertained that 
BO security had been giveu by Mr. St. John. It 
aeemed> the attorney was so highly gratified by se« 
curing a note against Mr.^ St. John, the preceding 
winter,, that when he called upon me on his retttm» 
and I inquired of him rein>ectmg the security of the 
claim, he had mistaken Mr. St. John's^for my own. 
I then informed Mr. St. John, in the presence of 
the attorney, that 'he had often assured me he had 
secured the claim, and it Bad been: already agreed 
to deducMt from my Remand against Mm. I had 
no other possible method of discharging it, and 
should copsider him as holden by engagement to 
meet it. Mr. St. John, after this, was prosecuted 
^pon the claim by the bank and a judgment obtain- 
ed. Shortly after my removal from Counecticut, I 

"*" «ra8 informed he Was imprisoned on the demand, aa 
-it was expected he had tne ieibility to pay^ but witb- 
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jiad he not receiy«d all the mo^ejr mi mwfih mer^, 
loiDg before, and had assured me agiiiQ and agjeiki, 
that he had secured it| audit had eves bieeii eo«r 
aidered a^ deducted fcooi mjr denuuiid on him. 

It would aeeodt bj hiiorpi^bny^ that Mr* St» Jbhot 
pow gave full i|ei||t to^ his d^pnnred feeUa^ With 
mmh bbpur aud ^evUoofi, ba efdef^QUHjMi t» 
mread the beKe^ in I/Uchfield aod dai^wh^rei tk^it 
ivaa the sole cause of ImJaUfife; Ih^h^ wa^ofili- 
f^isoued on jgay debt, which h# had loa£ sinee m^ 
auiued ; aud used yigorpjufr exettious to. d^&me:rad 
i]pgur.e me. He, hjowei^er, ueedjljr tooh the- pofr 
ji^of s 09^tby. and thus eaneelbd hja oirn a# Wiell afi 
the debjt&of otherfu Yet it is b^j d^ii^^e, tbajt 
ihe d^clara^ou of ad^puty sheril^of Litchfield coun* 
ty^afiervardji aifideiij^puidproTemeJ^^ roipantf^ 
Xundei^opd hlqEi tpjuse the fotiowiBg e^ipreaMou^* 
,^ that St. Joh» bad Mvorn out of giiol with a/artu 
at his back^ aod that the farm Wias aAcirwavd at/^sk- 
Md/ordeM^andholdm*'' 

It ws^ the AufiiMt fckUf iMhie that wy p^^iM 
4:^iiie on for trials and waik i^^tNe/dk* A da; epr 
two prevjpua to the tri^l^ Mr« gt; Joho aei: tf^s^ 
to. work, to oppose my petUioiu I ba^^ be^ ift- 
formedyby. oneoCtJbe twp: who wepeaUegftd t^bt 
the parties opposed to- my pc^itjpUf and tM repeal 
edlXf ^^ ^f * ^^ John procured tbf^ citaiKuik of a 
nuiuber of witue;s|Bes m ibeir ntm^Si witbiHit their 
knowledge ot qojpfseut^ tp esfdea^vpur ^pr^y^t tti0 
success of my petitipu^ aud ev^ s^nt wi^ of the 
^taJte, but with sore diaappoiotiueuf, to eode^your t# 
procure testimouy to crM^Site urn* Qf tW^tl i^aH 
take notice hereafter. Tbus^i by oefarioua EBamgOf 
ment, distiuguishingly chacacterjptic of iiw s^ther> 
aided by an attorney who in umny pantkuh^s hair- 
monized with biin, probably^ in |^Wna|i4e.a^ »fM« 
iicey althaugh I beUeve it i^ap ge^all^ cp|iaidere# 
that I deafly prp^edeTery^joiflt in the statu4% 
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9H$9mf tttdireqiniitf t^ be Mtitted Id mj #«qiiei^ 
yet I received a negative. 

At the clone of my school io Bheron, I had claiaam 
S» tuition to the amovet of between thfarfy and fcm- 
ty doUara,agaiii«t William Knapp, ]S8cr. and othert, 
0f Greenwich, in ConoectiGat. Mr^ 8t« John wan 
indebted to 9f n Ka^p to a large amount, and had 
iiobrded his sons and odiem in amHcatidn of pajw 
flient. The preceding vacalioB, Mr. St. John bid 
»plied to me to transfer Mr. Knapp'g tuition bills of 
amonf twelve dollars to him, as he wished to defiraj 
aii Mr. Knapp's charges for schooling ; and assured 
me, it I wottid comnlj with his request, he wc^dd 
coHect money from nis other boarding bills, in a {ew 
^js, and discharge my bills. Induced to believe 
he would not make this ^igagement under existing 
circumstanceB, without fu&Uing it, I consented to 
his proposal ; but his pledge was all the payment 1 
ever received from him. Ae he was about to car* 
ry the young gentlemen from Greenwich home, at 
the close of my school, he called ViBdunblushingly 
requested of me to transfer the tuition bills then 
due me, to him, as I had done before. I refused ; 
4MBuring him I must have the money to pay over to 
my assistants, and should make no more transfers. 
He then pledged himsdf to bring up the money to 
me, on his return, if I would send the bHls by him. 
I iidbrmed him, in the hearing of the young gentle- 
men, if he wotild bring the money tod deliver it 
over to me, I would balance the bills. To this ho 
agreed, and took the bUls. 

On the same day, I entered on a journey of be« 
tween two and three weeks, and left directions with 
my family to call on him, immediately on his return, 
and receive the money. On my arrival irom my 
tonr, I was informed, that Mr. St. John had brought 
me no money ; that as soon ^ he reached home, 
iBr. Peet, one of my late assistants, was desired to 
call on him and receive the money> He called on 
11 
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Mr. St. John, but eoidd not get any direct Mswer 
from him. Mr. A» Sperry, who lived in my |mi- 
Ijf was then requested to go and get it. He went 
«nd asked Mr. St. John for the money, but was io- 
tformed by him, that he had nOt^received a cent oT 
money for me. Deacon A. Woodward w^ui then 
requested to go and obtain the money, as my &Bii^ 
' ^ere full in the belief that he had brought it. file 
' also went, but was assured by Mr. St. John, tbrt 
' lie had not received a cent of money for me. More- 
over, he declared to Deacon Woodward, that he 
bad turned my bills to Mr^ Knapp's claims on hkn, 
and should become accountaUe to me for the mor 
ney. At this information, concluding it probaUe 
diat he had thus applied my demand, directly con- 
trary to my consent and proposals," I resolved to 
aay nothing to him on the subject, as I expected 
very soon to move out of the state; 4^ut immediate- 
^ ly on my arrival' atOreenville, would write to have 
* Mr. Knapp remit the bills, as under those circum- 
'itances it. could be no payment to me, although he 
might have applied it to Mr. St. John's debt, pre- 
,8uming that his son would well remember I had 
wholly refused any transfer of my chum, and must 
.receive the money. Accordingly, on my arrival at 
GreenViHe, I wrote to the Hon. R.%M. Sfaerm^, 
Esq. stating the circumstances, and desiring him to 
•cab on Mr. jCnapp for my bills. Soon after, I re- 
ceived from Mr. Shernuin the foIk>wing letter : 

" FaiHuld, (Con.) July 6tt, 1816* 
. " DfiAR Sir — Agreeably to your request, I 
wrote to Wm. Knapp, Esq. relative to the school 
bills. They have all freen paid to Mr. St. John. 
'Mr. Knapp writes as follows : < My son and Doct* 
Belcher^s say^ that they called on Mr. Padker, and 
he told them he would not agree to have the bills 
applied to Mr. St. John's debt ; that he wanted the ^ 
money, ud told Mr. St. John lo receive the mo- 
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nej and bring it tip. Th$ montg wat accordio^X 
paid ta Mr. St. Jcmn, for you:' 

"^B. M.SHERMAN. 
« Rev. n. Parkbh.'* 

At this iatelligence I was indeed disappointed^ 
It is clei^j- obvious^ the falsehoods of Mr. St. 
John are, not the only e^ils which resulted from this 
transaction. To render the subject evident, I have 
since procured affidaTits of his repeated assertions* 
^at he had received no money for me, which I sub* 
join. • 

*^ I) Austin Sperry, of lawful age, depose and 
say, that about the first of April, 1816, I, at that 
time living in the family of the Rev. D. Parker, 
then of Sharon, was requested to go over to the 
house of Daniel St. John, Esq. ^nd receive from 
him some money which, it ,was expected, he had 
brought from Wm. Knapp, Esq. of Greenwich, 
from whence he had just returned, on whom I was 
informed Mr. Parker had drawn an order, for be- 
tween thirty and forty dollars for tuition billsn <uid 
sent by the said St. Jofaui^ to the said Knapp, to 
receive and bring the money to Mr. Parker. I 
accordingly called on Mr. St. John, and asked him 
for the money, as I was requested. He informed 
me he had not got any money for Mr. Parker. On 
mentioning that Mr. Parker had expected to re- 
ceive the money by him, of the Knapp bills, he re- 
plied, that he had not received a cent of money for 
Mr. Parker. 

"AUSTIN SPERRY. 
^* Sworn before me, at Sharon, the 
^ 4th day of December, 1817. 

" ANSEL STERLING, Justice Pjeace.'^ 

<< I, Abel Woodward, of Sharon, of lawful age, 
depose and say, that i some time in the month of 
April, 1816, 1 was requos^d by Mrs. Parker to 
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cdl OB Daniel St. Johii, £sq. a&d ree^ve MMt 
monej which, it was expected^ he had brought up 
from Wm. Knapp, Esq^ of Greenwich, for tuition 
bills due Mr. Parker; and that Austin Sperrj had 
been over to the said St John's to get the money^ 
but without success. I accordingly went to Esq. 
Bt John and asked him for the money. He re^- 
plied, as my uniform impression has been, that Hie 
had fiot received a cmi of money for Mr. Parker; 
ftat Mr. Knapp expected the tuition, as weH as 
board, to be turned to his^ St. John's, account." 

Q;uesHon by D. Parker. " Did you not detire 
the impression, from what Esq. St. John informed 
you, that he had turned my claim for tuition, to his 
account or credit with Mr. Knapp f 

Answeu " I did." 

Qt<e8#ion. " Did not Daniel St. John, Esq. in« 
fbrm you, in the summer of 1816, that I had had a 
deed of his homested for several years, in conjunc-^ 
tfon with Capt. Thomas St* John, for advancing 
monies for him V* 

' Answer, ^^l received that impression from Esq. 
St. John." 

« ABEL WOODWARD, 
(' Sworn before me, this 4th day of 

December, 1817, at Sharon. 

« ANSEL STERLING, Justice Peace." 

From the foregoing documents, I think it must 
clearly appear, that Mr. St. John was guilty, not 
only of depriving me of my just claims to a very 
considerable amount, (and whether the transaction 
would fall under the appellation of breach of trusty 
frauds the/If or SfVindhng^ is hot for me to decide,) 
but the whole was covered with the foul, crime ot 
falsehood. Such was the man, then an active ma- 
gistra^te, with whom T had to contend,^ busily en- 
gaged to deprive me of my property, reputation, 
and rights ; and such was the man who clandestine- 
ly excited opposition to my petition, and thus, con- 
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ttuey bdth to fhe letter and spirit ef the statute^ 
-caiued me to be deprived of what it jostly secured 
hy its provisions. 

Duty impels me not to omit mentioning^ tliat at 
the trial at Litchfield, Mr* Philo Swift appeared, 
cespecting whose incorrect testimony at Ellswortb, 
in J uljr, 1815, 1 have already made particolar ihen- 
tion, and testiJGed precisely as he had/ done iN^fore 
when I proved his testimony untrue. I had before 
indulged charity, that his en'oneous testimony aroee 
from unintentionally combining two distinct things 
together, which, I had presumed, from explaining 
and proving at that time to be untrue, would impose 
on him obligations of gratitude for the favour thuv 
rendered him. But when he soon after came and 
cen9ured me for ioterruptiilg his testimony before 
the association, I was constrained to doubt whether 
I had not always been deceived in the man. The 
readiness and energy with which he repeated the 
same testimony before the Superior court, at Litch- 
field, I confess seemed entirely to remove my 
doubts- Mr. ISzeJciel St. John arid Doctor Cal- 
hoon^ very soon observed to me, while yet in the 
court house, that it was extraordinary that Mr. 
Swift persisted in that testimony. For the accu- 
racy of this statement, relative to Mr. Swift's testi- 
mony, I subjoin the affidavit of Mr.^ Ezekiel St. 
John for its confirmation. 

*> J, Ezekiel Sf. John, of lawful age, depose and 
say, that I have heard )*ead the account wnich Mr^ 
Parker has given of his trial before t^e north asso- 
ciation of Litchfield county, at Ellsworth, in July, 
1815, and find it to be correct, as I was present and 
witnessed the trial. What is observed relative to 
Mr. Beecher's seal and efforts^ together with his 
arguments^ I think are justly and jaitly represent- 
td. I considered him to be very overbearing^ un^ 
reasonabler and abusive^ in his treatment of Mr. 
Parker i and far exceeded the meekness and modtst 
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d^ortmesdit of a minute of tie go9pet Tike 
statement relative to the Rev. T. Stone is correct 
m uU the particvAars ; ^Uq as respects Messrs: 
Perry aniuarvey^ Indeedi \ do not know of a 
sii^e pomt r^tedj which ils not a fkithM and just 
nmrative. moreover, the representation given of 
Air. Philo SwiftV testimony, I wonid particnhriT 
notice^ is a correct statement ; as i» ^so that whicn 
ii given OA the result of the association. 

** I fhrthermo^e depose and say, that on or about 
the last day of August,^ 1816, Mr. Philo Swift did: 
testify ,v before the Superior court of the state of 
Connecticut, at their session in liitehfield, precise* 
J^ to the saipe effect w be bad testified at Gifs- 
worth, before the assQciation, in July, 1815, as 
atated by Mr. Parker, althpiigh Mr. Parker had 
cle^irly nrovqd before the association at the tinie of 
bis testifying, by indubitable witnesses, that his tes« 
timony was incorrect. And I well remember, that 
I, remarked to Mr. Parker, immediately after h^ - 
hsLd testified at Litchfield, that it was extraordina^ 
nr that Mr. Swift should persist in that testifnonj/* 
poch was Mr. Swift's testimony in both instances, 
tinder the solemnity/ of an oath^ whatever might 
bave been his impressions. 

« EZEEIEL ST. JOHN.^* 

"Personally appeared before me, Ezekiel St 
John, being duly sworn, saitfa, that the foregoing^ 
affidavit is substantially true : before me, this 28th 
day of October, 1818, in the city of Hudson^ 

« JOHN RATNOil, Justice Peace.^' 

As the foregoing affidavit confirms, not only mr 
ati^ttnent relative to Mr. Swift, but also that which 
I have given in relation to the conduct of Messrs* 
Beecher, Perry, Stone, and Harvey, during the late 
trial, I deem it proper here to subjoin the certificate 
of 6apt. Isaiah Everitt, in farther confirmation of 
the extraordinary condnotofthe abOTe-n^uned Rev* 
clergymen. . ^ 
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J* r, ItnaA Ererittt kereby oartMy, lliftt I hxr^ 
heard revA th^ account wkich Mr. Parktr hai 
given <^ his triri, before the nerth association of 
Iiitchfield county, in July, 1815, at which I was 
paesent and witnessed the proceedtn^. His state- 
ment I coneerre !e be a faithful and just narrative^ 
of t%e &cts and procee^Kngs which thim transpired. 
f perfectly harmprase in the affidavit of Mr. Bm* 
kiel St. John, rehitive to the stalemenl, and par- 
trciilarlj as respects Messrs. Beecher, Perry*, 
8tone» and Btfvej. Indeed, there is not a point 
which I do not consider a fiuthftd and tme nam» 
tire. 

"ISAIAH BVBRITT. 

*• City ofB^ison, Dec^ Sd, 1818/' / 

My sensations, in view of tte proceedings in ra- 
rrons respects at the trial of my petition at Litch^ 
iSeld, were such as entirefy to wean me from the 
Isast desire to protract my eiiistence in a stale 
long celebrated for "its ^tettdy habits,'^ atthtogh I 
still respected many* of its inhabitants. I therefore 
niost cheerfuily took my leave of it. On my re* 
turn to Oreenvide, I felt that duty irapeHed me t6 
call on Mr. Swift to redress his untruths, of which 
I conceived hitn guilty ; and having an opportunity 
to send directly to bis house, I addressed to him a 
Kne in substance as f<Aows : 

« GreenviHe^ Sept — , 1816. 
**^Mb. PhiiiO Swift. Sir — You will remember 
how you testified before the north association of 
Litchfield county, at Blls worthy on th^ 12th of Ju. 
ly, 1815^, and abo that your testimony was the same 
on the last d%iy of August, 1816, before the Superior 
court of Connecticut, at their session at Litchfield; 
With your testimony f am wfaoIFy dissatisfied^ 
This is, therefore, to give you notice, that if you 
speedily adjoit this conceruj^ it is weB i it not, yoi> 
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will have no cause of complamt if I diall call cm 
you in a legal manner. 

"lam^c. DANIEL PARKER/' 

. I bad no' particular information from IMir. Sw jft, 
until the following aummer, except hy cmnmop 
Cime, that he ioon presented my letter for inspeo* 
tion to some of the neighbouring clergy, and dealt 
out some singular inuendoes^ which, if true, were 
still /nore unaccountable* As one of the witnesBea 
necessary to be improved, in case .of a complaint, 
had removed out of that state, to what place I knew 
not, I had, for this reason solely, withheld a regular 
prosecution against him* His after-conduct to* 
wards me will, no doubt, aflford ample evidence nt 
his anxious solicitude to mar my reputation : and it 
. will be left with the reader to draw his own infer* 
ences, whether it was, or was not, his wish to exert 
his influence to procure a censure to be passed upoa 
me, and thus, by injuring my reputation, possibly 
prevent a detection of his own iniquity. 

After obtaining the benefit of the insolvent act 
in this state in May, 1817, which had been attend- 
ed with a very considerable expense, and I had 
given up even every article of household furniture, 
necessary beds and bedding excepted, I had fond« 
ly indulged the hope that the severity of my trials 
were now to relax, and I might enjoy a respite from 
a singular series of adverse events. But it was to 
be far otherwise. The trials and sufferings I had 
already experienced were mere cordials in compa- 
rison with tnose which soon followed. 

Oil the morning of the dth of July, 1817, I was 
informed by the Rev. Beriah Hotchkin of Green- 
wich, who had just returned from a visit to Con- 
necticut, that there was much clamour there in res* 
pect to myself. I inquired if he knew in what par- 
ticulars ? He answered he did not. I inquired 
whether Messrs. Beecher and Harvey were his in- 
formers relative to those clamours? He replied^ 
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tbey did naiii^ flie sobject fo him* He then inquire 
ed whether some of the mioistera bad not been out 
to visit me in his absence? I informed him there 
had not. He then related to me» he was informed 
tibat a complaint had been presented against me, be- 
fore the north association of Litchfield county, at 
thdr semianniial meeting on the 2d Tnesdajr ot the 
preceeding June, and a committee of four appoint- 
ed by the Body to make preparation for a trial; 
two oM ministers, viz : the Kev. IC-dSsrs. Gillet and 
Hallocfc, to make preparation iti that quarter, and 
two younger, viz : the Rev. Messrs. Beach and 
Cowles, to come out to deal with me. He observ- 
ed, he knew nothing of their charges, or by whom 
the complunt was introduced. This was the first 
intelligence I had received of any difficulty or un« 
easiness in that region, since my trial in July, 1815 ; 
nor could I possibly imagine what they had select^ 
ed at thi» time aB the ground of charge. 

On flie morning of the 9th of July, Messrs. Beach 
tad Cowles called at my dwelling in GreeneviHe. 
After furnishing them with as comfortable a break- 
fast as my habitation afibrded, I observed to them 
my study was at their Service, and I would accom-* 
paiiy one or bbth (rf'them into it,if it was desired. 
Mr> E^ach replied, he wished for an interview with 
me by ourselves. I retired with him. 

He expressed surprise, that I shoi^ldhave inquir- 
ed of him on his arrival for Mr. Cowles, who had 
stopped at the tavern a little distance from my re* 
ridence. I replied, there was nothing mysterious 
respecting it. , He appeared to wonder how 1 
sfiionld know Mr. Cowles was to accompaify him. 
I could not but even be suspicious from his suspi- 
cions, as he acted singularly ; apparently as if he 
intended to come upon me *^ Kke the vulture upon 
his prey,'' but seemingly indulged fears that I had, 
possibly by spies, discovered all their raeanderings, 
"and there was danger of detection.' J endeavoured 
to pacify his mind, that there was really no magic 
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«fi tke siAject ; that I sureljr heA no spiet out, nd 
tbftt b^ need feel no ftlaurm on that aeoonnt I ac^ 
knowledge I could not but think at that tme, of the 
aburm wlnekfaai sometimes been occasioned by the 
rastling of a leaf or a bush. His mind bebg appa-^ 
rentljT more quiet, I observed I had uadmtood 
there was a complaint against me befiMre the associ- 
ation. He answered tbere waa ; but his surprise 
seemed again to revive at my having had inibw* 
ledge of this fact. I assured him I knew <tf no eo- 
clumtment <» mj p^rt. I then inquired ^when the 
eomplaint was exhibit^ He replied at thek meet* 
mg in June. I inquired who presented the cook 
plaint ? He answered he should nei telL I observ- 
ed, it was very singular there should be a com-^ 
plaint exhibited against me, and yet I must not be . 
permitted to know who my accusers were. I claim*^ 
ed it was mj right to be informed. He asserted 
he should not tell. I replied, you will tell me 
whether they are clergymen or laymen ? He aa- 
sweired he should not. I remarked, I thought it 
extraordinary that I might not know my accusere, 
fhat I might be prepared to meet them. I infora^ 
ed him th^t I had, to his knowledge, suffered one 
persecutiony and I was unwilling to endure another* 
I then stated, to him some unaccountable proceed^ 
ings in their' former efforts, which were probably 
unprecedented in protestant countries ; and the sin- 
gularly active exertions of Uome of the members of 
that association to procure a censure to be inflicted 
dpon me. I observed, all this I had reason to fear 
had arisen from the desire of certain individuafa^ 
to shelter their own improprieties, and preveot 
them from being brought to. lights by endeavouring 
to bring infamy on myself. I added, if their ob-^ . 
ject was simply an investigation ofjactSy I had no 
objections to any mvestigations, how extensive go* 
ever ; but if their object Was a second persecution^ 
I sborid wb<riiy decline any inquiries. Btr. Beach 
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ikvmred tiie ofayecl was not a pei^M«iftofi» bilk •in-', 
ply an inv$^igaiiwi ^ faeU. I tfien deoMtDdei 
of him the information, whether the con^rfaint was 
jntrodnced bj eJffcer,or oU, of the foltowing persona, 
^ik : Meaara. Perry, Stone^ and Harrey, clergy* 
men, or Cynia Swan, Daniel St. J^n, and Philo 
-Swift, laymen. If it proceeded bom all, or eiiher 
^ tiwae, I abould t«^lly objeei to any inquiriea, aa 
I considered each one to tremble in view, of hia 
own iniquities, or Crimea. He answered, he slundd 
not idlf I must find out by the sequd. 
. A chaFge waa then ^chibited of my borrowing 
^momejf of Cyrus Swan in a criminal manner. The 
-atory, which I immediately reduced to writing, waa 
this: -*Mhat I was in Sharon street at a c^taia 
time, and an oflGlcer levied an exectflta» on my bo- 
dy, on. a claim of an hundred dollars, and that I 
must either go immediately to gaol, or advance the 
money; that I applied to Cyrus Swan ix^ lend -me 
the money, and promised him if he would render 
me the favour, I would replace it before sunset of 
tiiat day ; that Mf. Swan considered the pledge as 
'an honorary one, feeling assured I should not under 
those circumstances make such an engagement 
without punctually fulfilling it, and therefore ad- 
vanced the money, which I wholly ne^ected to re- 
mit tp him, and thus violated my engagements/' 

I informed Mr. Beach the story w:as entirely 
new to me^ and I knew not from what it could be 
framed. In the Isi place, there never had been, tA 
my knowledge, an execution against me before my 
removal, to be thus levied. 2dly, I defied them to 
produce an officer in Connecttcut^ that eter hn^ 
aach an execution. 3dly, No such circuo^stance 
had ever taken place in ang part of that state; 
4tfaly, I hiid not borronred an hundred , dollars of 
Mr. Swan «i»ce the failure ; and 5thly, the story 
was framed out of whole clothe 
^ It waa then urged that I had. used imprppet 
measurea to obtam money from Samuel Slu£ 
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I juried tP tkifl charge in a maMer which ^ipqiM 
l^obably have satisfied ratiofltfd Bunds, in ordinaiy 
ctrcQinslattces* 

Afler we had been far some tf ale together, Mr* 
Beach* prebablj to expedite the business of: his 
laisBion, inquired whether I had any objections )l» 
Mr. Cowies being called in to hear the conTCnw- 
lion. I assured him I had none, I should be pleaa* 
ed to have the assesidbled universe hear the conrer* 
aation. Mr. Cowies was of course called in. 

It is possiUe that idl die articles of inquiry or 
■charge, will not be placed b the same order in 
jrfaich they were introduced in the interiTriew ; y^ 
i shall endeaTOur to arrange them as exhibited, A- 
tiioB^ the order is varied in the compblint* The 

fartteulsr answers, also, to some of the charges, will 
e deferred to fiiture pi^es, where I ttuiA each 
«r]ll be folly answered. 

A charge vfaigfafy criminal in its nature, and no 
douirt deseed to be fatal in Hs elects, was then 
lexfaibited, r\z : <^ that I had made hfiUse affidavit 
Inspecting the time in which a certain note was to 
i)e paid to the Bridgeport: bank, signed by William 
liewssand others.'' It was sonie time befisne I 
-could possibly discover what was meant by the 
charge exhibited^ or to what it referred^ As aoon 
as I could ascertain what was alluded to^ I v^ny 
^vbeedily exhibited papers and documents, whidb 
^doubtle8s any but those who were bent cm perseeii* 
tion under the dightest |[iretenee, would have 
deemed amply sufficient to remove every iupiila« 
tion. 

It was then urged, << that I had greatly injured 
Daniel St. John in his property, and was the cause 
of his failure ; that i had given htm < a statement 
of debts,' and thereby deceived him.^' 

I assured Mr. Beach, the fact was directly tbe 
reverse ; that my own memorandum books would 
exhibit it ; and jmi doubt ifehe testimony of many of 
my old iieiigkbours woidd osn^m it. 1 inquiied of 
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i «&eiher Mr. 8t. John conld pr»dii^ nieh ft 
statement. He replied, he couid not find it. I 
infonned hiffi) I must conclnde ibat be couid not, 
imd that'he trelt undofstood it himself. 

Mr. Beach aidwitoreijr complained thftt I denied 
wery ihing htid to my charge. I aaaiired him his 
-declaration wshs •unaccountable. 1 inquired, if he 
^idlied me to ackno«?tedge as true, thinga that were 
totally falde and unfounded, because beaavr fit to 
^charge them upcMi me, and thus cause me in reality 
to be guilty of falsehoods ? Or whether he desired 
•aplmo and correct statement of facts, for the pur- 
'pose-of ascei^ajnjng truth ? It did appear to me that 
nothing short of acknowledged guilt on my part, 
would answer his mind. 

I was then charged with criminality respectiiig 
<' a printed statement, or petition to the superior 
court of the state of « Connecticut, to be holilen at 
^Iiitchfield on the first Tuesday of February^ 
'1816." To this I replied, stating the circumstais- 
'Ces, md - strict propriety of the statement ; and as 
^further justification, I would cheerfully present 
4iim with a printed copy ea .a defence against hie 



He was then pleased to charge me with beii^ 
erifflinal, in ^^ remoying large quantities of house- 

•iiold furnit^e irom Cowtecticut into the state of 
New^York, while owing large sums to numerous 
creditors in that4tate,jind the manner in which it 
was removed." 

My replieatiQUt which undoubtedly Would have 
been satisfactory to minds less desirous of censure, 
and who were wilting to view ^subjects rationally^ 
appeared, neverthelese, to be unsatisfactory to Mr. 

'Beach. Yet it seemed as if the dilBculties which 
he wight have imagined to be insuperable on my 

•»jMirt, were in reality destroyed. He^therefore com- 

' plained, in the hearing of Mr. Cowies, << it does no 
good to charge Mr. Parker with any thing, for he 
demea the whole." Bold and presumptuous man t 
12 
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I assured bim the world had never foand me any 
jDther than an honest man ; and I should not noir 
submit to false asBertions^ merely because his char* 
ges would gain countenance by so doing ; or the au- 
thors be gratified by my crimination ; that he w^ 
knew, had there be^n a solitary act of dishonesty, 
4>r untruth, on my part, they would not have resort- 
ed to Huch pitiful measures to criminate, and adopt- 
ed clandestine means to bring reproach upon me* 
'They wonlAifnanfully have seized upon a realfcwt^ 
as a just ground of censure. 
. An attempt was then made to renew the old 
ehaige relative to John Tallmadge, £sq^ which 
had before been through the mill, and dismissed. 

1 replied, it was indeed sijigulai: that this shouUL* 
iigain be resorted to, when by the letter of Mr« 
^allmadge> and also other credible testimony, it 
had been abundantly proved, that the charge was 
*^ like the baseless fabric of a vision ;'* and when I 
had, furthermore, filed a complaint against one <^ 
their number for unchristian conduct, in introdu- 
cing it as a charge, as he had been previously assu- 
red by the person, who of all others must have 
been the first to be dissatisfied, that there was no 
cause of charge ; and that it seemed they even at" 
tered their constitution by a verbal motion at the 
time to which I had cited the respondent for trial, 
|)ossibly to shield him as well as others who were 
m like situations. Mr. Beach then denied the al- 
teration of the constitution at the time referred to, 
as I had stated. I assured him, if their records 
had been correctly kept, they would testify the 
alteration. Mr* Cowles observed, it was a fact 
that the constitution was altered^ as I had specifi- 
ed. Mr. Beach finally conceded that points I 
then presented him with the letter of Mr. Tall- 
madge, which I have already inserted. Be ap» 
peared to read it with disappointnvent, and it was 
<$:^ally coj^ied. 
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Mf. Beacli Btfggested, after this, several other 
charges ; one of which was, tbat he sonified there 
was something improperi if not criminal, on my 
part, relative to the late revival in my school at 
oharon. I inquired if I was criminal, because there 
Was a revival among the youth of my school ? He 
replied, it was not considered to be any tffotts of 
mincy as it was agreed upon, or supposed ; but to 
be attributed solely " to the prayers and efforts of a 

{^ious young girW whom I had employed as an 
ttstructress in my school. I assured him I claim- 
ed nothing myself. If it was my work, it waa 
surely good for nothing ; I could have no favorable 
opinion of it whatever. I trust he will well remem- 
ber 1 put the inquiry to him, whether this was not 
the probable reason why an account was not givtn 
of that revival the next spring, by the delegates 
from Connecticut, to the general assembly of minis- 
ters in Philadelphia, when they had been particu-' 
iar to mention other revivals generally in that state^ 
and especially in the fehiale school at Litchfield ? 
I added, there had indeed been two revivals in the 
institution at Oreenville, since I had the charge of 
it ; and instaBces of individuals in twt) other places 
where I had rendered supplies, but I claimed n0 
merit in either case. Tet I was truly astonished 
that I should be criminated^ and that too by a min- 
ister , because God, who is a sovereign, tras pleased 
to accomplish his own work in his own way. Mr. 
Beach then observed ^ he would not be understoocC 
to exhibit this as a charge ; yet thought it proper 
1 should know how they felt on the suWect. Won- 
derful, surprisrog comprehension ! " Lord what is 



Another charge was anticipated, and that c^por- 
tunity improved to exhibit it. It was this. " It 
Iras not expected I would appear before the supe- 
rior court, to be holden at littchfietd on the third 
Tuesday of the next August, and save my bail m 
a «uit then pending*'' 
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1 tignified, that it was truly pitiful they BhouM be 
under the necessity <^ resorting to unticipaied 
eliargtSf as a ground of censure, even to things 
wfaicfi diJ not exist. It might be reasonably ei&- 
pected that their watchfulness and solicitude to di8f» 
cover some baitings, which they might make a just 
ground of censure, io inflict a deadly wound, might 
prove successful, without resorting to anticipcited 
tharges. Yet I would cheerfully pledge myself 
ihey would not be successful on that charge, for I 
dhould surely attend at Litchfield, life and health 
permitting, and save my bail. 

Mr. Beach then had the goodness to inform me, 
the association had adjourned to the 2d Tuesday in 
August, to meet in Cornwall, for my* trial. 

It was impossible ig express my astonishment at 
ineh an unaccountable procedure ! A complaint 
had been presented before their body, by whom I 
must not know^ and the day of execution fixed up- 
on at a time when they well knew It would be im- 
possible for me to attend ; and it was not m thek 
power, or that ol any others at that ^ime, to ^ve 
me a safe conduct to attend ; and^the time nearly 
half elapsed from the entry of the complaint to the 
day of execution before I had the least knowledge 
of the subject, or that I had given any occasion for 
suiTerittg; and furthermore, that their charges could 
not be supported, were I permitted the privilege 
of defence, and also that I must be there the next 
week, and could be protected in my attendance; 
yet in this situation I must encounter, among oth- 
ers, ^n anticipated charge^ as already criminal^ 
and^be tritd^ mu} perhaps condemned upon it, one 
week before the criminality could exist; andwhic|i 
oharge might actually be done away one week af 
#€r, 7although it would. then be forever too late,) 
ahould I appear at Litchfield, which I m^bt 
safely do under the protection of the court, 
■jgurely, thought I, this is hard ! I had almost began 
to examine whether I was in SpaiUt Italy, or Tiif** 
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kej. C&kMmt iiiipressio«» wovld wetm to diefaiM 
tkat I could not have been in America^ and espe* 
cidily in the highly fiEtvoiired sectimi of the Uniied 
Bfates. Tet on lodking around, Mr. Beach mn irf 
hanif and in the acftre discharge of the ditties of 
his mission* I ohserved at once to lAm^ this was 
mil a preconcerted plan to condemn me unheard^ 
mid without an opportunity of defence; that ike 
combinatian was clearly discoverable from this 
single ctrcumsiawce^ were there no other* I in- 
formed him^ it was doubtless well known by some 
of their bod/, that the charges against n^, in wery 
instance,, were whollj unfounded, and that they 
might with equal proprietjr hare been exhibited 
against any (^her clergyman in this state, so far aa 
I had any personal knowledge of the facts. I only 
asked lor the opportunity of defence, and I would 
cheerfully meet their charges. And to me it ap** 
peared obvious, they were aware 1 could manfully 
meet them, or this opportunity of defence would 
have been given me. The anticipated charge ap« 
peared to be clearly in proof of this. Further- 
more, were they willing to meet on reasonable 
grounds, it would have been granted. The time 
of trial would not have been fixed upon, anterior to 
that for which I had already received an anticipa- 
ted charge of a crime. This affords evidence 
there was not ignorance of the time in which I 
must be in Connecticut to save my bail. And it is 
clearly obvious, they well knew the time of the ses- 
sion of the court in August, which had been regu* 
larly established for many years ; or if they had 
even forgotten the day of the session, there wat 
doubttess an almanac, or register, in the room where 
they were convened, or at most, near at hand, with 
which they might easily have corrected their me- 
mories, had there been a disposition to give an op- 
portunity of defence. It must surely have been 
clearly apparent, had their time of trial been defer- 
l-ed another week, I could readily have taken a pro* 
X2* 
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tection from the eourti and conrenientljr have given 
my attendance, without any interference with tbe 
iuit then pendUig. Hence the proofs were com- 
plete, that I was to be debarred of any opportunity 
of defence. Furthermore, it was apparent from 
one of the charges, at least, exhibited, that I was 
endorser on the paper of one of their active agents 
In the prosecution, and who was the principal 
cause of my failure, probably from 6 to 8000 dpl- 
lars, a circumstance, no doubt, well understood by 
some of the association, for which reason it would 
be impossible for me to give my attendance without 
a protection. All these circumstances clearly 
proved a cotnbituUion, or plant to condemn me 
without cause or defence. AH I asked were facts^ 
and the privilege of defence. Mr. Beach then in- 
formed me the association had heard that I had 
obtained the benefit of the act in this state, and did 
not know that I could so/elj^ go over the line. 
They had agreed therefore, said he, if you cannot 
safely conie over the line, at the time of trial, and 
will request them to adjourn to a future time^ and 
come over the lincy it shall be granted. I assured 
him I would be perfectly satisfied with that condi* 
tion^ If they would give me the opportunity of 
defence, it would be all I claimed. He gave me 
to understand, this was already agreed upon^ 

During our lengthy conversation, Mr. Cowles had 
been merely a spectator. They withdrew and con- 
ferred for some time together. On their return^ 
I inquired whether I had not satisfactorily answer- 
ed all their charges* It was signified, tnere were 
jBiembers of the association who could not easily be 
appeased; that if they were to report satisfied^ 
there Would, no doubt, be others appointed, with 
whom it would be still more difficult for me to nego- 
date. I was therefore advised, to let the inquiries 
have an investigation. It however appeared as if 
they w^re undetermined what course topursuev 
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Tbe next morning Bfr. Beach inqairefl of mef 
whether I was willing to acknowledge the second 
step taken, without retracing the charges, 9k Mr« 
Cowles, Who had been sent out to accompany him 
in a second step, had heard the most of our conver- 
sation, and m^ consent would expedite the business. 
I replied, if it was anj gratification to him, I would 
give my consent. He then presented me with a 
complamt containing their articles of charge ; and 
also a citation to appear before them at the appomt- 
ed trbL They were as follow : 

•• To the Rev. Peter Starr, Moderator of the North 

Association of Litchfield county, Connecticut. 

"The undersigned, in obedience to the laws of 
Christ, presents through you to the association, for 
nvestigation, the following statement: That, aa 
appears probable by information given by sundry 
individuals, the Rev. )>aniel Parber, a member of 
this association, has not within the two last years^ 
and with respect to some things jirevious which 
were not investigated in his former trial, maintained 
that regard for truth and been governed by those 
principles of integrity which are essential to the 
Christian character, and especially to the character 
of a Christian minister. With respect to his not 
having maintained a due regard for truth, reference 
is had to a deposition or testimony respecting the 
iime in which a certain note was to be paid, given 
to the President, directors and Co. of the bank of 
Bridgport. 

" Also, to a statement of his debts taiade to Da^ 
Biel St. John. 

« Also, to a printed statement or petition made to 
the Hon. Superior court of the state of Connecti- 
cttt, to be holden at Litchfield, on the first Tuesday 
of February, 1816. 

" And to the nonfulfilment of promises made to ^ 
Samuel Skiff and Cyrud Swan. 
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M 1ft Inmot beittg gorenied hf the pl3acipte» of 
iHAegrityt. reference is kad to tke manner in wfaick 
be obtained nu>ney front Cjrus Svan and Samuel 
Bkiff; 

*^ Atso, to his conyeying profiertj to the anmiiiit 
he did out of the slate, while owing large sums to 
nwnerous creditors, and to the manner In which htf 
did it. 

** Having received the above information from 
sources which the undersigned was bound to re- 
spect, he has laboured with his brother Parker o» 
the subject, and obtaining no acknowledgement of 
the facts aDeged, he has ^en with him a brother of 
the association, who has faithfully united with him. 
But still failing to pbtam the Christian satisfaction 
which is doe, if the facts aUeged are substantiated, 
or an acknowledgement of the fact themselves, the 
subjoct is now referred to the association for their 
iBvestigation and disposal, at their extra session to 
be kolden in Cornwdll south meeting-house, on the 
2d Tuesday in August, ISIT, at 10 o'clock A- M. 
together with the information obtained, for which 
reference is made to Philo Swift, Daniel St. John, 
Ezekiei St. John, John Lord, Samuel Skiff, Hiram 
Whitcomb, Cyrus Swan, John Tallmadge, and 
others; desiring that his fathers and brethren of 
ftis venerable body may be guided by Christian 
meekness, tenderness, and faithfulness, and that 
tiiat light which shall save from error may be ob- 
tained. 

"JAMES BEACH. 

« Greenville, July lOtt, 1817." 

" The foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
« Attest, JAMES BEACH, 

" PITKIN GOWLES." 

The citation presented was in the following 
W6rds i 
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- To the Eev. Daniel Parker. Too «r» her Aj 
summoned to ^pear before the North Aaooci^ioi^ 
of Litchfield countj, Conoecticut, of which jou are 
a membeTy on the second Tuesday of August neit^ 
at the south meeting-house la Cornwall, at tea 
o'clock A. M* then and there to answer, beforji saJ4 
association, to the complaint of unchristian con^ucl 
with which jou have this day been'^rved. 
« JAMES BEACH, 
« PITKIN COWbES. 
'^ In the name and actii^ia behalf of 
the association* 
« Greenvitte, July lOth, I»ir." 

On my perusi^l of the foregoing complaint^ Miv 
Beach observed, brother Parker, you will parties- 
ly notice, there is no complaint against jfou i th^m 
are only inq^ities; and gave me to miderBtand^ 
there cotild not be anjfcen8vrepass0d %ipon mt bt- 
fore a complaint was presented. This witt aecoiHit 
for my frequent use of both terms, ** inquiries'' or 
" charges." But it seems the term " inqmriss** 
was never after made use of bty them* At the trial 
they were expressjy called and treated as ^ char* 
ges^^^ nor was the trouble taken to file onolibir 
♦* complaint.^* 

, I had before observed to Mr. Beach, and agaitt 
repeated, that on his important or fatal charge rela- 
tive to my affidavit, would they only call on Dr. 
Calhoon and William Lewis, they would be per* 
fectlr satisfied my affidavit was entirely correct ; 
and it would supersede any necessity of the asso- 
ciation's meeting at the time to which they had ad» 
|ourned. I derived the assurance, that they should 
be called upon and conversed with. Mr. Beach 
further engaged, that should there not be entire 
satisfaction from conversation with the gentlemen 
above named, there sliould be no decision against 
me at Comrvallj if I could not attend in person. 
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I ihen requested McBsrs. Beach and Cowles to 
accompaDy me to Parson Hotchkin'B, to ascertaia 
whether he would be willing to attend at Cornwall, 
aa agent for moi at the approaching trial. Tbejr 
accompanied^ me when I obtained the engagement c^ 
Mr. Hotchkin to attend, extraordinaries excepted. 

Mr. Beachy before his departure, observed as be» 
fore, that the association had agreed or signified, if 
I could not attend the trial at their adjourned 
Kieeting, but would send a request for them to ad- 
journ to a future time and place, it should he done; 
and added, he would use his utmost influence to 
hav^ it accomplished at any rate. Turthermore, 
the engagement was renewed to confer with Messrs. 
Calhooii and Lewis ; and should not entire satisfac- 
tion be obtained by conversing with them, fAere 
should be no decision (gainst meat Cornwall, 
even should I not send a request for , an adjourn- 
inent. Hence from this double pledge, I indulged 
the expectation of a fair opportunity of defence, 
and rested in some measure contented. Thus thejr 
departed. • 

The preceding statement of my interview with 
Mr. Beach, I have exhibited to Mr. Cowles, and 
desired him to inform me if there was any particu- 
lar wliich was not accurately and justly represent- 
ed. After having gone carefully over every pointy 
he observed to me, that he knew of nothing whict 
was incorrectly stated. 
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SECTION IV- 



Off reflaeting Bpon the subjecti after tbeir de- 

rture, it appeared to me dearij evident, it would 
wholly improper, for i^veral reasons, to suffer 
any inrestigation of the subject at their adjourned 
meeting, at which it would be impossible for me to 
attend. I weU knew there were members of that 
Jbody, who not only had been , declared by one of 
their number to be << hostile towards m^," but their 
own conduct had abundantly proved this fact in va- 
rious instances, and that very great exertions had 
been made by them, at different times, to procure a 
censure to be passed upon me. The late unex-^ 
pected and singular proceedings afforded renewed 
evidence, that their exertions were not in the least 
relaxed, but evidently increased. Under these 
circumstances, no agents, not personally acquainted 
with all the particulars, could possibly be instruct- 
ed so as to be enabled to trace them in their meao* 
derings, which might, in all probability, be calcula- 
ted to be as multiform as the ** hundred headed 
Hydra," if their former proceedings^ had afforded a 
just specimen of their dispositions and intentions^ 
and thus discharge an act of duty and justice to 
oae, unjustly implicated by charges, in attempting 
his defence. Moreover, should there be even a 
partisJ investigation, and the subject then deferred^ 
without any decision, to a future time, unjust insinu- 
ations and representations might justly be expect- 
ed to produce prejudices which the clearest proofs 
could not, but with extreme difficulty, eradicate: 
B'urther, that it would be improper for certain 
members of that body to act at all in my trial, which 
probably could not be prevented without my personal 
attendance, as neither guilt or modesty, if they 
conducted as on former occasions, would be expect- 
ed to restrain them ; and those persons, no doubt, 
.^e active instruments in introducing andprpmoting^ 
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the proflecution. In a^ditioiiy it seemed to be ren- 
dered morally certain, from the apparently unpre* 
cedented measures already adopted and pursued, 
4i«t I must encounter no ordinary course of trials 
Md that the usual defence and proof of entire iniio=^ 
eence, whicli perhaps in any olber case woald be 
berfectly satisJNictoryy would afibrd but feeble de- 
fence against censure. With these impressioiis, 
ibr experience had already taught me a patn&l ie^i^ 
son relative to some ^f the characters -against whem 
1 must now contend for my rights, I applied t^ 
some of the ablest divines, in the section of coun*- 
try in which I resided, for counsel and advice* I 
%ithibited fo them all the documents and facts of 
which I was possessed, in order to give them a 
isbar and full understanding 6{ the subject. Their 
^livice was invariably in unison -with my impress- 
ftions already suggested, ^hey remarked, that it 
■Woiild be strictly improp^, and that I ought by iio 
*Bieaiis to consent to any investigation, when atfd 
where I should 1>e debarred a personal opportunity 
of defence. That it trais dbvJous all the members 
<>f that body ought by no meaifs to be permitted to 
^Sit as judges on the trial : that reputation was too 
■:dear to be bartered by a voluntary or coo^pulsory 
deprivation of defence; atid that alleged crimioals 
were always entitled to the privileges^of being 
'beard and indulged In a personal vindication. I 
-was advised, therefore, to send forward to the 
^board, by an agent, a request that a joint committee 
Tnight be appointed, to investigate and decide on 
the inquiHes or charges eichibited, and let their de- 
•eision be final, not even objecting to the appoint- 
ment of any of their members, however virulent, to 
belong to this committee. If this first proposition 
should be refused, then to have a second request 
presented, in aeeordance with their imn pT&posalSf 
viz. to request them to adjourn to a future time and 
-place, =and come over the state line, that I might 
have an opportunity of defence. It w^as crafiile&t- 



y Google 



137 

ly believed the^st request would be complied 
vitb, as it must on all hand^ be acknowledged to 
be reasonable, and in accordance with common 
usages. But should there be an unaccountable re- 
jection of ity the second- request would necessarily 
secure me the opportunity of personal defeqce* 
Their advic^ I gratefully received. I drew up, 
^ my communications and exhibited them for in* 
spection, which being approved as suitable and pro- 
per, I forwarded to the association by the Rev. Mr. 
llotchkin. The conununications follow. 

;** To the Moderator of the North Association of 
Litchfield county, which Association is to be 
convened, by adjournment, at Cornwall, on the 
second Tuesday of August, 1817." 
"Rev. SiR-^Whereas an inquiry has beeji in- 
stituted, in relation to myself, before your Rev. 
body, and the second Tuesday of August instant 
assigned to attend the investigation, I desire, sir, to 
conlmunicate to yiou, to lay before that venerable 
board, several considerations highly important, and 
as I think, reasonable, in order to a candid and 
.christian examination of an inquiry so interesting to 
my own character, and deeply involving the inte- 
rests of the Redeemer's kingdom. Fully persuad- 
ed that all the lovers of Zion's cause would desire 
to be. actuated by christian meekness and proprie- 
ty, in 9 concern of so great moment, I would sug- 
gest, in the first place, the indispensable . necessity 
of my being enabled to attend, in person, to an in* 
quiry in which I have so deep a personal interest ; 
and that it is impossible, in the nature of things, 
that any substitutes can be informed^ in relation to 
Inquiries, so as to be enabled to do that justice in 
the investigation, which one who has a personal in- 
terest and knowledge of the instituted inqqiries will 
be enabled to do. 

2dly, It is well known, I cannot attend in Con- 
necticut without being liable to arrest and immediate 
13 
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eon&deufeiit in prison,, and iHieteGite am ptiecluded 
Ifi'om an opportanity of makhig'ffaat d^f(^cie whicli 
kvery ^eriotk wovAd claim M his jdfrt rfghi "leh'en 
thtiii isLrraigi^ed ; ai^il to grant whiic&y wonld bb biit 
icttng bathe principle of tloingas one #dtildl&Fo 
done by. ITnrder tnetk circtimBfahces, t&at I maj^ 
bkvis k VsLTodirabte and ftuTfable opportunity to Vin- 
dicate my oWn cadse^ io far ^ trutjh and duty imv 
^ose upon me to discbarge to mysielf^and this cauai 
bf th^ great Head of tbe cbui^bf ^iid from 'khic% 
investigatibn 1 would by no iiieans Consent to b^ 
screened; on any. consideration^ permit me» sir, to 
iraggeWt ihe foUdWihg propbsa}, viz* that fbinr in^m- 
b^rs of Litchfield north asBOciaticfit/Whbm you i^hall 
be dfepofied to designate for tbat purpose, conjoint- 
ly with fo^r ministers from this regroti, whom, if 
j^'ompleasei 1 will tiame, although t^mmt tenacious 
^'namTng them, be a board to whom to refer thia 
Suvestigation and decision, and fix on a reasonable 
length of time for preparation, and also, place bf 
tneetihgy'say in Northeast or Atftenia, in this state. 
Where I cab attend in person to the iiivestigatibn, 
iahd I will cheerfully abide their decisioo* One 
Consideration fbr this proposal is, that it is impossi- 
ble, even among the best of men, that reports circu<* 
lated abundantly in ihe absence of one^ who had not 
for a time even the knowledge of what w«is in cir- 
culation to the injury of his character, nor the least 
opportunity to vindicate himself against such re- 
ports, should have insensibly excited prejudices in 
the mind, which ^ight be calculated to operate 
Strongly, though not intentionally, against even en- 
tire innocence, and therefore render it the more 
difficult to coiiC t9 the light of truth. I ask only 
for the light of truth, and a decision in accordance 
with truth, and that from a boa^rd as far as possible 
'uninfluenced by the least prejudice or preposses- - 
sion. I wish by no means to be screenecTfrom cen- 
sure and punishment, if I am justly deserving, and 
by no means to bvade a thorough and fiiir inv^stiga- 
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tixm of inquiries. Nor would 1 io tbe h^i iosiaiek 
8kfe, that anjr of your venierabje body would act 
i^ider the influence of prejudice Ij^Dowingly or jn- 
teptipnally y but only suggest, that under exist- 
iDg circumstances It would not be uncharitable to 
imagine, thi|^ prejudice might have insensibly and 
imperceptibly gained some ascendancy over the 
fnindfli of the b^st of men. My own character is in- 
deed of interest to myself, to my family and con- 
nexions, if not to others. And who is there that 
dioes not place a high es^timate on Jiis own character^ 
if it is or ha^s been considered worthy T And who 
would not desire a suitable and fair opportunity to 
yindicate his i>wn deatr character from attacks, if 
there were just and reasonable grounds to vindicate 
it. I dp not design to make anj unreasonable re- 
quest, that any person probably would not consider 
suitable^ und^ r similar clrc'iimstances, to ask ; or ii| 
the least degree to deviate from the principles of 

}>ropriety^ in'asking of others what others under 
ike circumstances would ask in turn. ^With these 
lipipressions, |ind a full persuasion that you desire to 
ijie ipfluenced by duty and propriety, and seek for 
ilpthing else but the light of truth, and to be govern- 
ed by that light, permit me to name the following 
respecta^e clergymen, to unite with four whom 
you ijsay des^nate from your association. I should 
paaie, as the first of these, the reverend and vene- 
rable bearer of this comipunication, Father Hotch- 
Ipn, were if not from the consideration that I reside 
^ the same village with him, and it might be thought 
th?t I ^ay have used efforts, if it were possible, to 
produce in him prepossessions favourable to my^ 
felf, without leading to fhe whole knowledge of 
facts. I therefore pass to say, Rev. David Por- 
ter, D.D. of Catskilf, Rev, Seth Willislon,, of Dur- 
ham, Rev. Henry B. Stiinson, of Windham, and 
Rev, Jameit Jewel^ of West Durham, uidess there 
jdiojuld $till bp a preference,, notwithstanding ihp 
fibpve suripiae^ for th^ Ilev. Beriah Hotchkin, and 
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thus omit the Rev. Mr, Jewel. The high reputa- 
tion of all these worthy ministers is doubtless well 
known to all of the association, if there ismot a per« 
sonal acquaintance with all; and that they are 
fathers and brethren in whom you can repose the 
firmest confidence. If with four of the above na- 
med, united with four whom you shall designate 
frqm Litchfield north association, to meet, say, in 
the month of September next, if you please, near 
the Spencer place, so called, in Northeast, which 
is T^thin about half a mile of the Connecticut line^ 
and which will render it nearly as convenient for 
y^our members, and also the witnesses to attend, as 
to meet in Connecticut ; and where I may have the 
, opportunity of attending in person to the investiga- 
tion, I will esteem it a privilege and a right which 
you will generously bestow at my request, and I 
will cheerfully abde their decision. The Rev. Mr. 
Hotchkin, the bearer of this, who appears at my 
request, is jiulhorized to fix on the time and place, 
and make such arrangements respecting it, as I 
would claim to myself to raakip were I permitted to 
attend your present meeting. And I wist it to be 
particularly remembered, that it will be wholly im- 
proper at the present meeting of the association, in .. 
which it is impossible for me to attend, to have the 
least investigation of any inquiry. I must, therc; 
fore, wholly and absolutely dissent from the least 
effort of the kind. I trust that no fathers or breth- 
ren of the association would, under similar circum- 
stances, be willing that an investigation, in which 
Ahey were deeply interested, should be entered up- 
on when they earnestly desired, but could not at- 
tend, to vindicate their own characters, or aft least 
have the opportunity of bringing subjects clearly 
and fully before a tribunal for investigation. The 
Rev. Mr. Hotchkin, therefore, appears for me and 
. in my behalf, merely t© make arrangements, in or- 
,der that I may personally attend to the investiga- 
tion of the proposed subjects of inquiry, which I 
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claim to be reasonable, but from which I 'adi now 
wholly debarred ao attendance ; and farther than 
this his powers do not extend ; nor would it be rea« 
sonable to grant greater powers to any human being 
under these circumstances. That you may be di- 
rected from on high^ ia the paths of duty and pro- 
priety, is the sincere desire of, reverend sir, yours, 
&c. DANIEL PABKEH. 

" Greenville^ August 7thj 1817. 
" Rev. Peter Starr, moderator of the 
North Association of Litchfield 
county, to be communicated." 

The above communication was directed to be 
presented first, without then making mention of any 
other. If it should be rejected, Mr. Hotchktn was 
requested to present the second. 

" Rev. Peter Starr, Moderator of the North Asso- 
ciation of Litchfield county. 

"Rev. Sir— If the proposal is not accedied to 
which I have already* made, by the Rev. Beriah 
Hotchkin, there is but one proposition more, which 
in the nature of things can be made, viz. that the 
association adjoarp for a reasonable time, and then 
meet, say, in Northeast, as specified in the other 
communication, so as to give me an opportunity to 
attend in person to the necessary investigation. 
The reverend bearer is authorised to make the-ar- 
rangements for that purpose, as the last and only 
resort ; nor do his powers extend any farther. If 
neither of the above propositions ^^e complied with,' 
I can do no more; and must be wholly debarred 
the opportunity of defence. 

« I am, &c. DANIEL PARKER. 

" Greenville, August 7% 1817. 
'* Rev. Peter Starr, to be communicated.'* 

Before a statement of the proceedings of the as- 
sociation on the second Tuesday of August is given, 
13* . 
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' it may be |>rbpe)r to atttad tsmt partietitufly f& the 
articles of ebarge, as exbSbited in the coiAtiiaiiif • 

The first article of charge bad tirbbablj t>eeii de- 
signed to te inade effectaal to disrobe me. The 
purport of it was, tfakt I had j^iven zfaUt qffidavU 
respecttngihe period qftime for which a note waa 
g^vea to the Bridgeport bant, ftlgDed by WHliam 
Lewis and others. 

In order to have a clear tindeft^ai^di)^ of ihe. 
subject, it will be necessary to give a relaitloti of 
the circumstances. In the summer aid atffumn of 
I8I4, money had circulated far less liberally than 
before. At that period, there was a number' of 
people in the vicinity where I resided, together 
ilrith myself, who were indebted to the Bridgeport 
ban^k for loans. On most of the paper I wiis en- 
dorser, or had recommended them to the bank, 4>y 
which means they had obtained their loans. As 
tlie circulating medium. had become scarce, some 
of the debtors were unable to meet their instal- 
nii&nts. In this situation I had, in. several instan- 
ces, remitted their respective sums^ as endorser 4 
but finding it difficult to meet their regt^fer pay- 
ments, together with my own, I was desired by se- 
veral to write on to the bank, and request the privi- 
lege of a suspension of instalments for one year, 
by rendering the bank iTecure for their, claims. 
This I did, and shortly after, evidently in compli- 
ance with my request, the President of the bank 
inclosed all the claims, of which reference has been 
had, in a letter to Cyrus Swan of Sharon, with di- 
rections to secure them en a credit of one yedVy anfl 
dispense with instalments. At this information, 
all the debtors were highly gratified. A day waa 
appointed to ineet at the office of Mr. Swan, proba- 
bly the 2dd of November, and ascei^tain what secu- 
rity would be acceptable. We did so, when Mr. 
Swan exhibited to us his letter of instructions, 
.which authorized him to secure the payments for 
njine year on^U the elaims, some of which would not 
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0ffl Aie»i^ort«f fcrfy or fiftjr-d^fi. Mortgage #«« 
cmttjr vius propo0ed, if denred. Mr. thria ob* 
senred, be did ncft wish it ; siibtfttifial ew Aor m n 
would h^ stiCKciait. He ^eii proponed, 4]iftt die 
claims ugabtiit Wm. livwh md Doetor dalheoi^ 
together -wifh « oarticidaf cbim «gMiist Daniel 8t* 
5ofan of thre6 nimdred aod iseTeiil;f-ive dolloM, 
smDunfiiig in Are 'jAifAt 'to -niiie buodred and 
twelre ddlari, on -wUck I had 4»efbre been eiH- 
dcraer, but had no hrtereet in itj itfiottld be put 
into one note ^gned joinMj hy fheoH and ioatead. 
of tnj name, *Aej 'Aoold proevre aa jotnt 'Mseer miik 
them f «a Snrift. Tfae note was aecordiogr^ dnura 
at ihat time, ind to tbese 'worda : 

'^^ One ;year 'from dirte, vallae received, we joint« 
It and jsrereralty promise 'to pay the President and 
directors and Onnpanj of the Bridgeport Bank, 
the sum of nine hundred «ttd ffFelyedoUars,with Ifao 
iirterest thereon. Witness xour tmnds at Bharoo^ 
BfovcnrbBr 25fh, fSUr 

It fi:a8 nt the same time proposed ^at Biunei 
woaid be ^ratisfectorj on my paper, and others* 
The afternoon of the^5fh of Ivoveraber, ^as 4beB 
agreed imon, to bring m 'the dbligations, ^whioh if 
executed -agreeably to 'the Teqnirements made^ 
^hoiild be ^sctisfactqty. i 

On -the morning cf the 2§th of November, ;Mr. 
liewis tailed ^t my house, and eibservii^, it would 
be inconvenient for ihim to 'be^abs/mt from home ia 
fhe afternoon, and expecting I should. necessarily 
attend at 'Mr. Swan's dfice, retpiesfed me toearrj 
his note, (which has/generafly been distinguished 
l>y the term of the "'Lewis note j**) and dlsHver it to 
Mr. Swan; as it -was executed in ccKiformity with 
the requisitions made. *'I received and examined 
the note, and found it wiis faithfully etecuted as 
JMr. Bwan had proposed, (n the jafternoon I^ent 
to the office of "Mr* Swan nod -delivered the nolo 
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with imy own h^fid, and also my owb notes, exec^u- 
ted as had .been required. Mr. Siran pronounced 
them all to be good and acceptable to him ; yet he 
must communicate -to the bank what sec^rit7*he 
|iad received/ and obtain their approbation. I 
should think within the period of a week» an agent, 
'Hix* Wakeman, was sent up from the bank to take 
mortgage security on those notes ; and observed, 
that the president of the bank had asserted, he 
would take no man's endorsement in Connecticut, 
for one year. Mortgages were of course immedi- 
ately executed to secure all the claims. For secu- 
rity of the "Lewis note,'' Mr. Lewis mortgaged a 
piece of land to secure the whole, although but 
about half was his just share. 

About the middle of the next month the failure 
took place. Very soon after this event, Mr. Swan 
thought, proper to attach the property of the inno- 
cent joint signer with Mr. Lewis^ viz. Ira Swift* 
Mr. Lewis had already mortgaged, for the security 
of the note, apiece ^of land, which he had often told 
me he could take 1 600 dollars for at any time he 
would consent to part with it; yet he estimated it 
^ a higher rate^ and would not dispose of it for that 
sum. . Mr* Swan was doubtless not ignorant of this 
fact, when the mortgage was taken frOm Mr. Lewis, 
and alsQ when, he proceeded to distress Mr. Swifts 
lie also proceeded at the same time to attach the 
property of an underwritei: of mine, viz. Mr. Russel 
Millard. Mr. Swan had called at my house when 
he was going out, and I had inquired of him wheth- 
er he was goin^ a distance, and when he should re- 
turn. He gave me no answer, except that he 
should not be gone probably over three days. On 
his return, upon the same day, he called at my 
house. When I observed, lie had made an expe- 
ditious tour (ot a three days journey, a gentlemea 
then present, doubtless noticing that he appeared 
%o be unwilling I should know where he had been, 
ind what be, had been doing, made the inquiry af 
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me, if I were apprised of what Mr. Swan had beeH^ 
about that day ? I answered T did not know. He 
observed, he has been attaching Ira Swift's proper- 
ty, as under writer on the " Lewis note." More- 
over, said he, Mr.- Swan has alsd been attaching 
Russel Millard's property, as endorser on your pa- 
per, for which you have given mortgage security. 
1 was truly amazed ! I inquired of Mr. Swan if 
this was true ? He acknowledged it was. I inquir* ^ 
ed of hiro^ by what law he could attach propet-ty 

i^leven months before the note fell due, and hald 
the property? His answer was, that he could attaeb^ 
three years before a note was due, if he pleased. I 
obse'rved, he could indeed do ihiSj io alarm the 
creditors of a benevolent undeVwriter, if the under- 
writer was so unfortunate as to owe a few shillings 
to others at th^ same time, and Xhwi occasion a 

. |vlundering of his property to be distributed be- 
tween an unfvinci'pled attorney and his rapacious 
officers. But in the present case he knew the un- 
derwriters had no iilterest in the chiims y and fur- 
thermore, that he had already declared that theob* 
ligations were abundantly secured by mortgages ; 
and also, that neither of them could be called upon 
under one year from the date of the notes ; and that 
one month had not yet elapsed. He did not claim 
that either note was on demand for which he had 
issued attachments, but attempted to justify him- 
self by observing, he had a right to attach any 
man's property three years before a note became 
due. I observe^, that his conduct was very extra- 
ordinary ; and it appeared to me obvious, he was 
desirous of business. I should deem it nay duty to 
report him to the bar : If his professional brethren 
approved of his conduct, they would undoubtedly 
manifest it, by permitting his continuance ; if not, 
he would be degraded. I added, this would not be 
the only information which I otight to (Communicate, 
to the bar« His singular conduct, in relation to 
some fat cattle of mine, which had been attached, 
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md ynUeh h^ ha4 now gotten in hk p^M^^on,, fis^ 
# tess Bum by an kunir^d dollars or more, tliao | 
i^d und^ratoodt both by him and the officer, to htiT^ 
bew offered for th«a), veoderod it siHtabie and pro* 
iper that he should b^ reported* 

J^t long after, I was passing bia oQce^ and he 
▼erj comi^aisaiitlj invited me in. He appeared 
ytry affaMet and remark^ that be w%s indebted t^ 
vo» oa ^6ok» 1 repned, I did not know it. { re- 
nkarked» I knew I bad advanced him property be<^ 
(brei but be bad also done business for me- which |^ 
bad supposed would overbalance my chargeV. 
Be observed^ he should charge me Httle or nothing 
for what he had done, as t appeared to be dlssatis^« 
fied with hi3 late proceedings ; and he was unwil- 
ling I should entertain unfayourable feelings towarda 
biait He footed up his account, aiid sMd he owed 
me sereral dollars, which he imm^iatety present- 
ed* I assured him I bad no demands against him ; 
yet if he felt disposed to give me the noioney, | 
woidd cheerfully receive it as a present. He re- 
quested I would receive it* His intentions appear- 
ed obvious by this procedure. I reflected, that a 
little would be better than nothing fpr the late loss 
I had sustabed in relation to the cattle. I there- 
fiMre received it, and be balanced his books. Ife 
then obseryed, he should butcher a particular fat 
cow vtry 8009) which belonged to the lot of fat cat- 
lie ahready referred to ; and added, as I bad felt 
that he had conducted dishonorably relative to the 
cattle, he would send nie a quarter of the cow an 
a present* « I thanked h)m, and assured him I w^nld 
cfaeerfulh' receive It, which engagement be aftei^- 
wmrds fulfilled. As it was obvious to me his inten- 
tbna were to purchase a forbearance to report hioa 
lo the bar^ altnougb at a very low rate^ and indulg- 
ing the hope he would yet remunerate still furth^ 
.krwarda what I esteemed my just demand, I with- 
held the information^ But 1 have never sbce re- 
vived one farthmg, except in tb^fi^r^f^ing^Ji^rg^ 
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'<< HiA I bad %brreirecl ofMth <dM tmnAred AotitoL 
to lie rief{^ced liefere sunset of fhe sttie^ay, 1^ 
|ether with the manner in which it was obtained*'* 
SLhd thid I corffchi^ w6fAd be hititywta fflltntfation 
eb ^hat poikit, if his cbn^ci^ce ^ete perttrMed to 
€oitft office. 

BteaHacbmefft 6f Ira Swift's ptoptrty on the 
laMris note, it s«eA]fs,:pk'<MliK;ed luach datm old the 
jmi^t of Mr. S#ift ,--attd soon attefr, Mr. Swift nej^O^ 
tiated with Mr. Swan, ^hat in x^nisideralion of Mr» 
8wa:n^ teleaisiiig Ins hold hy attachmeiA, Mr. Swift 

SDrtgaged his fairm to sUcwe the " hen^s'noU*^ 
espeeting Ms suit instftnted against Mt. MHlarB, 
iny endbi^eir, nothfiig titore was done, to txty IluoW- 
ied^. 

The next information that I had, relative to "Are 
^* Lewis Rote/^ was -in Atigiist, Idf 6, when attend- 
ing the trial of my petition at Litchfield. Doctor 
CaJhoon, one of the signers of the note, called on 
Ine and made the inqcdrj whether the Lewis note 
was not given ^* one jear from date." I answered 
that it was " oiie yeaP* or ^* twelve months/' which 
expression I could not say; The nnderistandhig 
was, for a*year ; and that this was the fact in rela- 
tion to all the notes given to the Bridgeport bank 
on the 2dth of November, 1814. Doct. Calhoon 
obsenred^ they had ever entertained that idea? but 
.that Mr. Swan, who, it? seems, had always held the 
n€^ in his hands, had declared that it was given on 
demand. I assured him it was not so ; fori was 
present at the time the note was drawn, and after 
it was executed, I delivered it myself;, and that 
'this was the fact in respect to all the notes given at 
that time to the Bridgeport bank; and this was in 
compliance with my original request to the baidc 
for a suspension of instalments ; and also in ac- 
"Cordance with the president's letter, which we read 
at the time. Doct. Odhoon added, this had ever 
'been their uniform impression^ at, and after the 
Signing of the note. 
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la January, 1817, 1 receired a letter from Doet« 
Calhoon, from which the followiiig is an extract : 
* » - 

, <' I wish you to giye me a statement of ali the 
notes due at the Bridgport bank, the time of pay- 
ment, and the security given upon them, as it is 
evident some of the .notes are psud by the foreclo- 
sures on the mortgage, and also in money. rThe 
note of Mr. Lewis of 912 dollars is paid by a fore- 
closure on his IaQd« Swau, also, you recollect, 
commenced a suit on the note^ in which suit he is 
defected* He has now brought a petition again^ 
Ira Swijt. There appears something strange about 
it* When the note was given, it was the under- 
standing, that the wie, if Mr. Swift signed with u«t, 
should be made payable *^ twelve months c^er 
date.'*^ The upper line As now missing. The 
note reads as the copy enclosed." 

*' Value received, we jointly and severally prom- 
ise to pay the President and Directors and Compa^ 
ny of the Bridgeport Bank, the sum of nine hund- 
red and twelve dollars, with the interest thereon. 
" Witness our hands at Sharon^ Nov. 25th, 1814." 
" DANIEL ST. JOHN. 
" WILLIAM LEWIS. 
[Copy.} " JOHN CALHOQN. 

" IRA SWIFT.' 



>> 



" I wish you to inform particularly on the sub- 
ject, as, if the note has been altered^ let the ini- 
quity fall where it will, we have a rjght to avail our- 
selves of it. You must be acquainted with the 
facts, as the business was done in your presence 
by Mr. Wakeman, the agent of the bank. 1 be- 
lieve this is also the case with someof the other 
notes, as in writing the first line of the notes, 
'« twelve months after date," could be cut off, if the 
lines were sufficiently wide, sind not be discovered. 
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Praj let as have all the information yon have on 
this subject^ as it is likelj your testimony will be 
wanted. I am, &c. 

« JOHN CALHOON. 
*< Cornwall, Jan. 21sf, 1817." . 

In consequence of the above request, together 
with the verbal request of the bearer, I made an 
affidavit, that the note of Wm. Lewis, and others to 
tiie Bridgeport bank, for 912 dollars, dated the 25th 
of November, 1814, was given for " one year" or 
^* twelve months from date," which phraseology I 
could not say, but the idea was for " one year ;" 
and that this was the far.t in respect to all the note9 
given to the Bridgeport bank ' on the same day. 

This affidavit, it appears, was impfov^d before 
the superior court of the state of Connecticut, holdea 
at Litchfield in the February following. Yet I had 
not received the least information on the subject^ 
and, indeed, it had wholly gone from my memory 
when Afr. Beach presented his charge against me^ 
<rf giving a falsa c^davii. When I was able to 
ascertain what he referred to, I presented the letter 
of Doct. Calhoon, already quoted, in proof of the 
correctness of my affidavit, and also the inclosed 
copy of the note, which Mr- Swan then claimed as 
the original.. I stated all the circumstances in 
the hearing of Messrs. Beach and Cowles, relative 
to my writing to the Bank at the request of others, 
to procure the postponement of instahnents for 
one year, by making the bank secure. That the 
sending of the claims in favour of the bank, to- 
gether with the letter of instructions to Mr. Swan 
from the president, to secure the claims for one 
year, which letter was e;xhibited to us at Mr. Swan's 
office, was evidently in compliance with my re** 
qnest ; that the obligations were drawn for " one 
yeaf," or " twelve months," and accepted by Mr. 
Swan, as satisfactory security, on the 25th Novem* 
ber, 1814 ; but by reason of their not being accept* 
.14 
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able to the bank^ an agent was sent up to secure 
the claims by mortgage, which would seem incon* 
sistent if the notes had been on demand ; for, in 
that case, thej would, no doubt, have laid hold of 
the endorsers instead of asking for mortgages. 
Further, that no instance, probably, could ever be 
found of anj bank receiving a note without apecify^ 
ing any period of time for payment ^ o,nd not even 
an demand. In every view, therefore, it was in- 
consistent to indulge an idea that it was possible 
the " Lewis note" could have been given on dc- 
mandy or rather not on demand, I furthermore 
observed, there never was a fact more perfectly fa- 
miliar to my mind, than that all the noted were giv- 
en for " one year-" I assured them, Messrs. Cal- 
hoon and Lewis, who were debtors on that claim, 
would give the same information. Besides, I had 
not the least concern in the claim^ either directly 
or indirectly, and therefore there could not be a 
pitiful plea, on any ground, for stating an untruth. 
But all was unavailing with Mr. Beach. The fatal 
charge must be exhibited, and even head the ** char- 
ges Of inquiries'^ in the complaint*. A time and 
flace of trial had also been wisely fixed upon, thsd; 
might not be permitted to attend and defend my- 
self against thjs fatal charge ; of course the cen- 
sure must necessarily be inflicted. 

Thus situated, I employed a very respectable 
trustee of Greeneville academy, Mr. Truman San- 
ford, to accompany me in an interview with Messrs. 
Caihoon, Lewis, and others, antecedent to the trial, 
lest it should prove possible there was some unac- 
countable forgetfulness, or mistake, relalive to the 
subject. We accordingly went on to the line of 
Connecticut. ' Mr. Sanford proceeded into the 
state and procured Messrs. C^lhoon, Lewis, and 
others, to come out to converse with me. 

On my way in Northeast, I met with Mr. Wake- 
inan, who was the agent for the bank. I inquired 
of him whether he did not recollect the fact, rela- 
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tiVe to the period of time for which the notes were 
giVen. He said he did Bot. I reminded him, that 
the very circumstance of his coming up to secure 
the claims for the bank bj mortgages, as he stated 
at that time, was in consequence of the President's 
declaring, that he woujd take no man's endorsement 
in Connecticut, for " one year.'' I observed, that 
liis mission must have originated from Mr. Swan's 
rep6rt to the bank, how the claims were secured, 
viz : by names, for one year, which not being ac- 
ceptable, he was sent to take mortgages. Mr. 
Wakeman replied, he did not recollect particular- 
ly. I observed, Mr. Swan's communications re- 
lative to the security he had taken must unques- 
tionably be with the bank. He answered, that 
they undoubtedly were. I desired him to exa- 
mine, immediately on his return to the bank, and 
inform me by letter whatever the result might be. 
He engaged to do it. He then remarked, he had 
seen Bfr. Swan not long before, who in his solicit 
tttde observed, that Daniel St. John had asserted 
that the ** Lewis note" was in my hand writing. 
At this intelligence I was surprised ! I inquired 
of Mr.' Wakeman whether it was a fact, that the 
note was in my hand writing ? He said he could 
not tell. I remarked, that these things were singu-^ 
lar, and looked suspiciouSy and inquired why Mr. 
St. John should have interest on this subject ? In- 
deed, I felt that I might justly entertain doubts 
whether I Jmd ever seen the paper which was then 
claimed to be the ^^ Lewis note." Mr. Wakeman 
observed, it had never been in the bank ; Mr. Swan 
had had the care jof it from the time it was given. 
He again renewed his promise of writing to me im- 
mediately on his return, what Mr. Swan's commu- 
nications to the bank were. But I have not heard 
from Mr. Wakeman since, except that he tarried 
^ long period at Mr. Swan's, on his return at that 
time ; if I rightly remember, longer than he told me 
it would be before he expected to reach Bridgeport. 
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I have since written to the cashier of the bank^ 
;Statiog the subject at full length, and requested 
him to write me the facts by the return of mail, 
Not receiving any intelligence from him^ I sent a 
messenger expressly to the bank, requesting the 
information' The cashier acknowledged the re^ 
ceipt of ray letter, but stated that it had escaped 
his mind. He engaged he would attend to the re* 
quest the first opportunity, and write to me bj 
mail. No further information has ever been re- 
ceived from that source. 

Messrs. Calboon and Lewis, deacon Woodward 
;aind others, called upon me at the request of Mr. 
Sanford. On their arrival, I inquired of Mr. Lew- 
is, whether it was possible I could have laboured 
under any mistake relative to the period of time 
for which his note was given to the Bridgeport 
bank, viz : " one year or twelve months from date?** 
Mr. Lewis replied, " that he bad said he was wil- 
ling to lay his head down on a block, and have it 
chopped off, if the note was not given * one ycar> 
or twelve months' from date.'' I observed, you 
say " you have said so^^ I wish to know your pre- 
sent impressions, and what you will say if called 
upon under oath ? He answered, ^' I shall say the 
same." I then put the same inquiry to Doct. Cal- 
hoon. He replied, he should say the same; he 
never had entertained any other idea. He addedg 
moreover, we gave an indemnity bond to Ira 
Swifty at th^ time he signed the note with us, in 
which bond the note /is particularly described 
*^ payable one year from date,^ and the bond is 
now in existence. I then inquired, if they bad 
lately seen this note, and knew in whose hand wri« 
ting it was ? Messrs. Calfioon and Lewis both an- 
swered, that they had never been able io see the 
note after the mortgage was given. They had re- 
peatedly tried to see it, but could not. 1 then re- 
quested Deacon Woodward to call on Mr. Swao, 
where it was stated the note probably was, (al- 
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BMur^^e, alid Ike hott of oovrae should be lodged 
•iritk the dierk of the courts) and eodteTour to 
preeure the riot^, that I might see if. The dea- 
con cidted da Mr. Sn^an, ami soon retiirned with 
;hifonitatioii from him, that the oete was oot in his 
iimdb 'f ibsLt it tral^ near bj, and he could ^ocure 
'it in m little time ; and if I would fix on a time and 
place wliere he could meet me^ he would bring the 
note that I might see it. It would ^eem he did Dot 
liiow at the thie, I was in that regbn. i then de- 
sired deafcon Woodward to return immbdiately, and 
request Mr. Silvan to get the note and come direetiy 
to me. Mjr request was tommunicated, and Mr. 
Swan speediljr arrired. I desired him to give me 
n sight of the note. He 'observed, he had not got 
it with him ; that it was at Mr. Philo Swift's, in 
Cornwall, aiaout ten miles within the state of Gmi- 
nectictit. He informed me I might see it, if I 
nxoHidf cmll on Mr. Swift. I assured him it was 
'Stnulge he should make a proposition, whrch he 
knew I could not comply with, either to obviate 
my seeing it, or to entrap me. i requested him to 
kifbrm me why this note was at Mr. Swift's, when 
it befcmged to the clerk of tihe court. He answer- 
ed, it did not belong to the clerk of the court. 
Dbct. Calhoon, who had long served as a deputy 
sheriff, assured him he had never known of a note 
being lodged elsewhere, than with the clerk of the 
Gomrt, after judgment had been obtained. Doct. 
Calhoon and Mr. Lewis then added, they had not 
•been able to learn, before, where the note was, and 
wished to see if. I then desired Mr. Swan to 
write aline to Mr. Swift, for deacon Woodward to 
carry, requesting Mr. Swift to deliver the note to 
;him to bring to us, that we might see it. * This he 
refused. 1 then desired him to write to Mr. Swiff, 
by deacon Woodward, requesting Mr. Swift to 
come out with the note himseif, and I would pay 
liim for histrouble« Mr. Swan refuted to do even 
14* 
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Jbe eminemity ifomfitwm to the guilt abd coafi^ 
•ioD of tboio who hare diligently etriveiiy #q p^rv^ 
tiu it¥th Mi bring a blot upon teno^etios, for tlie 
ipurpoae oi aore^iilig the guiltj. 

. It may be proper here to Jnaef t fivtfier docirt- 
liettlt to whieii I bad referred Mr. Beael^ but 
.which i»>ere by him and the associatleft vhoHy neg- 
Ji^cted. I ebtaised them booh after their tria}> a^ 
l^seot them as i»C0nie$tible tvid$tU€ of the cor- 
^recinMB ef my^effidavit) aed whieh they would l»Te 
4iay hed before them, hdd they fulfiUed the e&- 
gagemeni on the part df Mr. Beaeh* 

«< I, John Calhoon> of lawfitl i^e, dMoae aadtripf, 
that a certain note ^ven to the Bridgeport baiili» 
dated the 9i6th day of November, 1814, for mne 
liotidred and twetye doUard, signed by Daniel St. 
Joh»» Wbi. Lewis, myself, and Ira Swift, was ghren 
:ko secnre a debt due to the said bank ; and it was 
my uBiform impression that the said note was made 
paiyidi>le one year after date^ and what made the 
Impression still stronger on my mind was, that the 
Area first wgners to the note executed to Ira Swift 
an indemnity in nearly Che following words, tiz. < we 
Jiereby eng^ to indemnify Ira Swift from any 
damage- he may siistaia^ in consequence of hi^sign- 
ii^ a note of nine hundred and twelve dcdhrs^ p»y- 
able * twelve months' after date to the Bridgeport 
bank, he having no interest in the same, only sign- 
ing as security ;' and that the indemnity,: accordn^ 
to my best recolleetion, was in the hand-writing of 
Daniel St. John, Esq.'' 

QfMiAlftOfft by D. Parker. << Have ym not re- 
peatedly said, that the above note, given to the 
Ikidgej^ort bank, aside fktim any reference to the 
indemnity bond to Swift, was made payable ' one 
year,' or < twelve months/ from the datrof e«id 
aotesT' 
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Answer* ** Te«i I Jbtvei whb a foil penuisikbi 
4ll^t it was so, from my acquaintaaoe with the cy^ 
(Uimstaaces at the time of executiDg said note. 
« JOHN CALHOON.'* 
<' Litchfield county^ »». Litchfield, August 2&th, 
;1817, personally appeared John Calhoon^ signer of 
the within affidavit, and made oath to the truth of 
^1)€ same, before me« 

« NATHANIEL P. PERRY, Jus- Peace/* 

** I, William Lewis, of lawful age^ depose imd 
say, that it was my full belief that a certain note 
of nine hundred and twelve dollars, signed by my- 
self, Daniel St« John, John Calhoon, and Ira Swiftj 
was made payable * one year,' or * twelve months/ 
after date, which note was dated the 25th day of 
November^ 1814, and payable to the Bridgeport 
bank^ in which faMelief I was the more confirmed, ill 
consequence of the indemnity given to Ira Swift, 
describing the note as payable *one year after 
date/'* 

Question by D. Parker. " Have you not sai^ 
- you would be willing to risk your.life that the note 
aforesaid^ was made payable ^ one year,' or < twelve 
months,' from date ?" 

Answer. ** I was so fully in the belief that those 
were the facts, that there could be no dcmbt on the 
subject, and however strong the esLpressions, I did 
not think myself unjustified in making them." 

Question. ^< In whose hand-^writing are the ia* 
demnity and note ?" 

Answer. ^^ I am clearly of opinion, that the in- 
demnity is in the haud*writing of Daniel St. John^ 
ffsq* and the note also appears to be in the same 
band. WILLIAM LEWIS." 

*< County of Litchfield, ssu Cornwall^ August 
&9th, 1817, personally appeared William Lewis* 
signer of the foregoing affidavit, and made oath 
tiukt the same contains the truth, before me. 

« JOHN CALHOON, Justice Peace."^ 
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The following h a certified copy of the bond of 
iademnity given to Ira Swift, for his securitj, at 
ti)e time when he signed the ''Lewis note," 

" We, the subscribers, jointly and severally 
promise, that we will bear harmless Ira Swift, from 
any liabilil!^ on a note of nine hundred and twelve 
dollars, payable * one year from this date* to the 
JPresident, Directors and Company, of the Bridge- 
port bank, the said Swift having no interest in the 
oaid note, but only signer to the same as security. 
« DANIEL ST. JOHN, 
« WILLIAM LEWIS, 
"JOHN CALHOON. 
*' November ^5th, ISU.'' 

« County of Litchfield, ss. Cornwall, Augurst 
29th, 18ir. I hereby certify, that the within is a 
true copy of the original bond of indemnity given 
Ira Swift. 

"JOHN CALHOON, Justice Peace." 

t ask whether more conclusive evidence could 
possibly be furnished to substantiate a fact ? Here 
are two affidavits from the original signers of the 
note, to confirm the correctness of my affidavit, 
and one of them makes use of very strong language, 
declaring he was willing to risk his life, that the 
note was made payable " one year,*' or " twelve 
months from date." 

Moreover, the bond of indemnity, given to Mr. 
Swift, would place the subject beyond all doubt» 
were there no other trace of evidence respecting it. 
This instrument was drawn for the security of the 
underwriter, Mr. Swift ; and unless it should de- 
scribe tht^ note accurately f it could not afibrd him 
security ; nor would he have accepted of it for that 
purpose. It must therefore have been a true tran- 
sicript of the npte, which lay before them when the 
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bond was draws, and botfa, ?a appeaura eTidently bj 
the dates, were executed at the same time* ^ 

The second article of charge, to wit, ^'a stato* 
ment of his debts', made to Daniel St. John," &c. 
has already been abundant!/ proved to be uofound- 
ed ; a circumstance which must have been wdl un^ 
ierstood by Mr. St. John at the time* Had he. 
such a statement as he represented, how gladlj 
would he have exhibited it. This he has never 
done, but urged the pitiful plea that he could not 
find it. It l|as already been shown, and I trust subt 
stantiallj proved, that he was greatly indebted to 
me ; that for some years before, / had received a 
deed of his home-farniy as security for my advances 
and responsibility for him, (which circumstance 
must entirely destroy the least foundation for hu» 
declaration of *^ a statement of my debts made to 
him,*')l)ut which deed was eventualiv lost by his 
violating his plighteii honorary promises. In ad- 
dition, his own books had shown, that I had ad* 
vanced for him, within the last nine months before 
the failure, more than one thousand dollars, and he 
declared the same to be due me by reckoning, very 
soon after; which sum was very considerably en- 
hanced afterwards, by flagrant acts of turpitude, as 
has been already clearly exhibited and substantia- 
ted. But not contented, as it would seem, with 
what he had already obtained, I hav^been credibly 
informed, by several who had been indebted to me» 
and on whom I had drawn orders to creditors foir 
these demands, that soon after my removal, Mr. 
St. John called on them ^nd forbade their payment 
of the orders I had drawn, stating that J^as largely 
indebted to Aim, and payment mt^0tk made to 
hinp. But could his after-conduct of still more hor-^ 
rid guilt be obliterated in the sight of God and man, 
most cordially would I expunge all his preceding 
acts of wickedness, and sincierely rejoice at bis re- 
lease from the awful consequences which must ne^ 
cessarily await him. 
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^hc third article of clmrgc related *^ to a printed 
statement, or petition, tojthe Hon. Superior Court 
of the state of Connecticut,*' &c. An iionest mind 
would seemingly be lost to diving wbat was intend- 
ed by this charge. If it was on account of the 
amount which the statement embraced, and I could 
conceive of nothing else, for surely no oath ccnild 
be required in relation to it, on which could be 
grounded another x^hwtgt of iftcorrectness, then I 
was prepared to answjnr it^ as I supposed^ satisfae* 
torily. 

I have before observed, that at the time- of fait 
tire, I had made an estimate of my property at cost; 
ind could it be disposed of at that estimate, not* 
withstanding eM my losses j expenses, and ckaritie^^ 
it woald still leave me about eight thousand dollars 
^ood. In my printed notice to my creditors to 
prepare the way for the benefit of the insolvent act 
in Connecticut, it wa» incumbent to notify every 
endorser, even where the original sum was previ- 
ously specified, and perhaps die same amount was 
already doubly secured; and possibly there were 
several endorsers on the same claim, all of whom 
must be notified, and thus the same sum must' ne- 
cessarily be increased as often as it was repeated. 
Thus thousands of dollars might, p^prfaaps, be mere- 
ty a repetition of one sum, and many of the endor* 
scrs at the same time still greatly my debtors. This 
was in truth the case in many instainces. After 
giving Mr. Beach^ therefore, a statement of the cir- 
cumstances, I proposed to present him with a print- 
ed copy of my petition, as a justification on my 
part to repJljIhe charge. 

The 4t)raiarge, " was the nonfulfilment of pro- 
mises made to Samuel SjkifF and Cyrus Swan.** 

In relation to Mr. Swan, it is presumed, a suffi- 
cient exposition has already been given, in the 123d 
page. The charge was not only unfounded, but 
false in all its parts, which must have been fvett 
known to Mr. Swan^ if not to others. Indeed, I 
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wiU liere premhie that future doculhents, whicli wilt 
be inserted, will dkclose the painful tmlh^ that 
Mr. Swan does not always declare the truth. 

In respect to Mr. Skiff, although he would nol 
and did not appear to testify, or even attend th^ 
triad, jet I will cheerfully meet the charge, and dis- 
close the manner in which I received money of 
him. By his own declaration, as soon as he heard 
of my failure, he called upon me without delay and 
offered his friendly aid for my relief. Immediately 
on his entering my house, he tendered me the loan 
. of a thousand dollars or more, in money, which he 
exhibited to me at the time, directing me to make 
use of it, if I needed it and it would afford me re- 
lief. I thanked him for his kindness, and informed 
him it would not remove the difficulties. I added, 
if I should be in want of two or three hundred dol- 
lars, I would give him notice the coming week, and 
for the security of the money, I would deliver over 
school bills, then due me, to an amount sufficient to 
indemnify him. The following week I notified 
him that I should be obliged by the loan of three 
hundred dollars, which I received of him, and for 
which I delivered to him school claims to a greater 
amount. These claims were placed by Mr. Skiff, 
for a time, in the hands of an assistant in my school, 
to receive the payments, and remit to him. In the 
absence of the assistant, they were occasionally de- 
livered to Mr. Bosworth, who resided in my family. 
About two hundred and thirty dollars, if I rightJy 
remember, had been paid over to Mr. Skiff; but 
among the uncancelled demands was the first on the 
list delivered to him, against Wm. Parkman, of 
Hudson, and another against Benj. W. Adams, 
who, very soon after the delivery of the claims to 
Mr. Skiff, removed to Pompey, in the state of New- 
York. TThe amount of both these demands wag 
about one hundred dollars. I had used all suitable 
exertions to collect these claims, but they were not 
gathered when I left Coi^necticut. After my re- 
15 
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tnoval to fireeirviltey Mr. Skiff aSMt <m me and 
requested me to draw carders to him for tbese claims, 
which had not been done before on any of the 
daimsy although the demands had been omgiteil 
to. hite. I accordingly drew the orders and delivi^ 
ed to him, which he pronounced to be correct^ aini 
departed* The first claim was afterwards arrange 
e&. The latter has not^ to mj knowledgje, Mr. 
SkiflT having neglected the method I proposed to 
obtain it, and had not called upon him ; jet there 
were other bills stiH unsatisfied. 

Sbon after the deliverj of the abore orders', I 
received the foregoing charge by Mr. Beach* It 
seemed to be^ grounded upcm a suggestion, that 
tfaerq were no such, persons as diose on whom I. hacl 
tetely drawn the orders to Mt. Skiff. I exhibited 
to Mr« Beach the original memorandum of bills de^ 
Kvertd to Mr. Skiff, which confirmed my statementt 
and the order in which the claims stood, as I had 
specified; and that these claims could not be new 
to Mr. Skiff, as he had known of my effiirts to col- 
lect both before 1 left Connecticut. 

Mr. Beach had also charged me with criminality, 
jopspectiog the manner in which I obtained the loan 
of Mr, @kiff» This I understood him to be assert-^ 
ed by Philo Swift. The following affidavits will 
probably put the accusers to silenee. 

** I, Oramet Bosworth, being duly sworn, do de- 
pose and say, that within a very few days after the 
failure of Mr. Parker, in December, 1814, and I 
should think on the same week of his. failure, Sam- 
uel Skiff came to Mr. Partner, and voluntarily made 
the * offer of a loan to Mr. Parker of one thousand 
dollars ;' that Mr. Parker thanked him for his gene- 
rous willingness to contribute to his aid in trying 
circumstances, but did not stand in need of the 
loan ; at any rate, if Mt* Parker should wish for 
any part of it, he would let him. know the coming 
week. I shoidd think it was less than a week after 
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tbis, Mr. Skiff called on Mr. Paiker, and it seamt 
let^im take three hundred dollars, for which Mr. 
Parker delivered over school bills to a much great< 
^T amount, so as to ensure Mr. Skiff the principal 
and interest of his monej^ whenever the school 
bflls should be collected. These school bills were 
taken on a paper, and, at two different times, put 
into my hands hy Mr. Skiff, to receive the money 
when paid in and deliver it over to Mr. Skiff. On 
the list of school bills was one biU stains t Wm. 
Parkman, son of Thomas Farkman, deceased^ of 
Hudson, and the first bill on the list ; also another 
bill against Benj. W. Adams, then of Amenia, but 
soon after removed, as I was then informed, to the 
town of Pompey, in this atate ; that previous to 
Mr. Parker's removal from Sharon, I was knowing 
to his aendiag by Anson Norton, to endeavour to 
collect this ball of the said Adams, as Mr. SkiflTs 
debt, in order that it might be paid over to Mr.. 
Skiff; and that the said Anson, on his return, in^ 
CM*med, that he had not been able to collect the 
debt, on account of the scarcity of money. 

« ORAMEL BOSWORTH." 
*^ State of New- York, ss. Greene county, person- 
ally appeared Oramel Bos worth, signer of the above 
affidavit, and made oath, that what is therein con- 
iatned is substantially true, befiDre me, at Green- 
ville, this 27th of March, 1818. 

« ABU AH REED, Justice Peace.'' 

" I, Anson Norton, of lawful age, de(M>se and 
say, that in the month of March, 1816, I made a 
journey to Onondaga, in the atate of New- York ; 
that previous to my going out, I was requested to 
take an order on Thos. Adams, of Pompey, for a 
achool'bill which was due to Mr. Parker, for the 
board and tuition of his souf Benj. W. Adams, of 
about fifty dollars, which claim I was informed be- 
longed to Samuel Skiff. This claim I was request* 
ed to canry out to Fompey a^ collect for the be* 
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nefit of the said Skiff. I accorditigly called on thci 
•aid Adams for payment of the claim ; but he not 
having money on hand to meet the claim, which her 
acknowledged to be justly due, nor able at that 
time to borrow the money to meet the same, on ac- 
count of the scarcity of money, he promised, as 
soon as he was able to gather the money, that he 
would meet the same. 

" ANSON NORTON.*' 
<^ Sworn before me, at Sharon, this 4th day of 
December, 1817. 

« ANSEL STERLING, Justice Peace.** 

The complaint or inquiries further state, ^< in hiv' 
not being governed by the principles of integrity^ 
reference is had to the manner in which he obtained 
money from Samuel Skiff and Cyrus Swan." The 
affidavit of Mr. Bosworth proves the manner of ob- 
taining money from Mr. Skiff; and, I apprehehd# 
leaves Mr. Swift^s insinnations on this subject, as 
stated by Mr. Beach, in d. pitiful plight, probably 
the most suitably disposed of by classing them 
with hh former testimony given before the associa- 
tion and superior court. The manner respecting 
Mr. Swan has already be^n rendered abundantly 
obvious. 

The last charge is, " his conveying property to 
the amoynt he did out of the state, while owing 
large sums to numerous creditors, and the manner 
in which he did it." 

My household property had all been attached, 
except what the law would reserve, in the opinion 
of the officer, on the day of my failure, by an ex- 
tensive creditor, viz. Deacon Woodward ; and by 
him receipted and left in my possession to accom- 
modate in the continuance of my school. On clos- 
ing my school, I delivered over the furniture to the 
attaching creditor to be disposed of; and on exami- 
nation of what furniture remained, which had not 
been attached, 1 volnfitarUy delivered over to him 
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a emmd^iMfi qfintity miffe, whkli;bath tibe De^^ 
esea an^ mj^elf judged the lair would not f eservo^ 
Ii«i4 same tbat it would. Altiiongh tb« ^lu^titj dI^ 
proi^ty deUvered would come for sbort oif jnuuiivg. 
Ihfi ^(H«at wfllcievt i0 aalUfy b» claiiui agmst 
ne^ vA wbidb be re&IIy tibea noeded, y^ be ^ 
not ^aqprefifi tbe I^mt depire tbat I «beub| le^^e ao^ 
ether erticle. Indeed, I tben 4^W€A tbe iin|ire«- 
flioBy tbmt be felt that I b)id i^aceeded furtber m ^ 
FejUnquiBkiftg prep€»rty tbM iw law would ba^e re<- ^ 
qutredg bad I even delivered up all my prepertj 
to my creditors^ wbJeb, how«v«r, wan i^t tbea con- 
templated. Tbe little reaomaat must sorely com* 
p^ehood all the property ta wbkb apy aUusion 
ciokHld he bad io the charge, and ad of which any Migr 
geation eookl have been made to me, a? being erimi* 
BsH ; indeed, nil ihat I claimed my«elf. Previous 
to my r^m^val, I had several timee been notified, 
thai a merchant in. Sharon had made the deelara* 
tian, that he would ottach my furniture after it 
should be on the road. An idea has been prevt-r 
lo^ in Connecticut, that such household furniture 
as the law would secure to a £Eimily when in the 
house, would be exposed to seizure and dispoadl 
by a creditor if found on the road ; and often hew 
furniture been thus seized on removals. The idea, 
however, was incorrect. Although a creditor could 
under these circumatances attach and dispose of 
goods, yet be was liable to a s,u]t, and the amount 
of goods thus taken could be recovered by the 
debtor. In thk case, there wonld be incurred the 
expenses of the suits, which possibly might equal 
the value of tbe goods; a sacrifice would also be 
made in the sales of the goods, as others equally 
valuable could not be purchased for the s&m^K 
amount for which the former were vended; and 
fttf thermore, the iaconyenience resulting to a family 
IroBi the 4leprivati<m of necessary furniture, for 
some length of time. Tiiis procedure <;ouId in no 

manlier j^^ttj^ the c]ted^tor,.b.ut ulUmately be great* 
15# 
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ly to bis injury f as aho to that of die debtor. 
Aware of these considerationsi and dso that die 
merchant would have cheerfully availed himself cf 
an opportunitj to attach the farnitore b^ort the re- 
moTU, had there been the least probability the kw 
did not protect it ; and from the declarations I wa9 
informed he had made, (although he has since as* 
anred me he had not made ihMm^) that my fnrmtare 
would be seized upon the road, I consulted wiA 
severali what measures would be the most adrise*- 
ble to secure my tights, both moral and legal. 
There was a very general agreement in sentimeol^ 
that it was my duty to secureand pr<fteet my righto. 
This was the opinion of a clergyman and of iay^ 
men. UnsolieUed by myself, and without my pr^ 
vious knowledge, some friends came and transport* 
ed a part of my furniture over the line to the house 
of Mr. A. Pullman, in Amenia, a place which th€g 
had provided without my previous information, wA 
which they signified they had done, from 6ene«o* 
ient motives, to aid in securing my rights* 
' The following certificate of Mr. Pullman wffl pro- 
bably throw sufficient light on this subject^ and also 
develope the instruments whence the manner bm 
been called in question. 

" I, Alexander Pullman, leertify, that in the 
jnonth of August, 1816, Capt. Silas St. Jalm and 
Capt. Thomas St. John, if I mistake not ihew 
names, called on me to go before a magistrate and 
qualify, that the Rev« D.-Parker, late of Sharon, 
had in a reprehensible or iniquitous manner agreed 
with me to take charge of a quantity of household 
furniture, which he wished to carry with him on his 
removal from Sharon ; and also that there wsm an. 
extravagant quantity of the said furniture* At the 
first call, to obtain an affidavit from me, I was absent 
from home. At the second call, when I inforjned 
the above-named persons that I could not comply 
urith tfieir request^ on aci^unt of bodily indtfipogK 
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tfflU^ ttej amred me) tf I woold not go before a 
BMigiBtrate without, they wonid compel my attend- 
ucei for the purpose of procoring my affidavit. 
They both apptared exaedingly anxious to pro* 
etire if^ideme to ctimumie Mr. Parker. I accords 
iagly west before Judge Wheeler, of Amenia, mA 
4iiade affidavit* It appeared to me their expecta- 
tUami on my stating my knowledge of the transac* 
^n, w^e not equalled; and they expressed them- 
iMlvea to this effect : < that they did not know that 
my affidavit comM avail any thing.' When I made 
fmention, that Mr. Parker had never made amt 
contrail wUhmetoiake^hargeofhisfumUure^ei' 
iker in person^ or by any other as being his request; 
or that the quatUity of goods was an^ other Jthan 
moderate for his family ^ it seem^ their minds were 
not satined. I was fully impressed with the idea, 
that they wished to be able to criminate Mr. Pax- 
ikeTi so as to preisent his obtaining the ben^t of the 
4Ut9 in a trial then pending for that purpose, as I 
.was informed. 

<' ThefoUowing summer, Cyrus Swan called on 
^9uto knowwhdhtr Mr. Perry had requested me 
^go to Cornwally on the second Tuesdav of.Ajn^' 
gustj to testify respecting Mr. Parker* sJumUure, 
before the ministers. I told him he had not. Mr* 
^m^an observed^ it would be nece^saryfor me to go* 
I replied, I should not go without pay* Mr. Swan 
eaid, it was not expected I should go without^ but 
^e compensated for my trouble. He also assured 
me he would give me notice relative to my attend" 
nnce. I derived the idgjf^m Mr. Swan, that he 
-felt desirous personaltjjfmt I should attend. I 
^wever did not attend, as I well knew my testimo* 
ny could not criminate Mr. Parker, a^doScoune 
the object for which it appeared I was requested to 
'«ltead could not avail them. 

« AL£XANDER PULLMAN. 

V Hudson, October 17th, 1818.*^ 
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Aflic «tetik«. Ae cnviiitotaiBaM riMif^ to ivy 
goof^ to Mr. UtmAf I joformed Um; that the quur 
titjr whkh I {lad broii^ht was iMMiffieient ^ keep 
Imae tFtth* aad #b ny afrmJ at CrreanTiUe I haa 
been tibfiged to proture a. anmber of artieka^ to 
reader laj family IB a»f degree «oiii/brlai2«* I 
•dded, that the cireoiiHiiaBee of my bomwing ei^ 
huttdred doUam in Groenvitte, on my engagiaig ia 
Ihe aciiool, to earrj to Comnctteiit and dutborae 
there, -when, if I had posaeased a aiirpliisage of jGbiv 
ttkuney I might have diajfiosed of it, «nd radMCed the 
ameuit of the hwa, powecfaHjr miStated agah»t the 
eonaisteiicy of bis charge* BeaidM, the prui^^le 
which he urged, if just in its nature^ ought ta opor 
rate reciprecolty. Heoce it would be jnst, upoa 
the prtnc^de which he advocated, that I afawU 
have retained hoBsefaold fnrDiture^ oi/:er what was 
agstuaUy aeeesaary for mj family, to the amoiiot c£ 
more than eight hundred dolhrs, as there had been 
ereditofs in the state of JSfew*- York who received no 
share of the above sum. But this, it is presumed, 
weald not have been granted, although, en Mr. 
Beacfa'a principle, it must be acknowledged to be 
jnst. On so principie eouid I discover that the 
charge 4u>utd derive the least support, but durecHf 
the reverse. _ . ' 

furlhermore, I remarked, that I did not design 
to bring with me more furniture, than the laws of 
that Mate would have allowed, had I given up my 
property previous to my removal; nor had I, io^ 
oeed| brought as much ; yet I had not then given 
af) my property ; of ^JM|ge I had an undoubtod 
right, had it been pradiPCble, and necessmy finr 
my use, to have traniqi)orted even my fast pr oporty^ 
to any distance, and made use of it until I sfaoold 
relinquish my property to my creditors. . But, I 
added, on the 23d of May, 1817, i obtained tbe 
benefit of the act in this state, when I gave up all 
my property, net reserving « single article of 
household furniture^ necessary beds and beddii^ 
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excepted. Tlius the divideiid of property would 
extend further if any dmdend could be made, and 
would go to creditors iu Conuectrcuf, in proportion 
to their claims, equally iritb the creditors in this 
state, and contribute more extensively in an equita- 
ble distribution to alt, than could have taken place, 
had I given up my property in Connecticut. 
Hence, the very principle introduced to criminate 
me, was clearly opposed to the interests of those 
whom he claimed to be injured. Such is the na« 
"ture and inconsistency of man. In view of facts 
thus visible, Mr. Beach stiU presents the charge. 

Having replied to the articles of charge, it 
tnay be suitable to notice some proceedings adopt* 
ed and pursued by the prosecution, which had 
eome to my knowledge, previous to the triaL . 

It wilt be recollected that Messrs. billet and 
BaHock had been appointed by the association ia 
June, to prepare the domestic part of the prosecu^ 
tion, while Messrs. Beach and Cowles were dis* 
charging the duties assigned to them in the foreign 
department. In the latter part of July^ I was in- 
fonzred by two gentlemen from Sharon, whose ve» 
pacity I had never, at any time, heard called in 
question, that Olessrs. Giliet and Hallock, in the 
discbarge of the duties of their appointment, had 
some time before commenced thehr inquiries in 
Cornrmllf and proceeded, as I then understood, to. 
call generally /rotiij hotise to ftonae, through the pa- 
rish of Ellsworth, occasionally meandering from 
the direct road, and then progressed even into the 
town of Sharon, making the inquiry at every place 
at which they called, as I received impressions, 
whether some o»e could not say something against. 
Mr. Parker ? When it was replied in the negative, 
the- request was made that they would nfiect^ 
whether there was not something they could say 
which would militate against him in some fprm« 
These informants observed, they were called upon 
and closely questioned. 
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To one of thefle, tbe Ber. gentiemeii related tht 
distreasiftg statement of Daniel St. John, and how 
tbeir feelings were excited by his plaintive descripr 
tion of the povisrty and distress which 1 had 
brought upon him. To heighten the scene, the 
dejection, anguish and tears of his family, were de* 
picted, which accompanied his lamentable tiarta* 
lire. Doubtless, no performance could have been 
conducted with better skill, to secure theiender sen- 
sibiliiieff of those, who were in the laudctbte pur* 
suit of seeking for evidence io secure Ikeir claims 
io censure* But, had the veil ^een raised during 
this exhibition, and the scenery disclosed, would 
there not have been an obvious reason for these 
$ighs and tears ? and a probably different effect 
produced on a disuUearesied audience ? May we 
1^\ jn«dy# suppose, whUe the speaker was deeply 
Mg%od in hk% distressing narrative, carefully sup* 
pressing the dormant flashings of conscience, that 
an occamnd twinge would call to his faint recd- 
leclion his recent success relatisJt tg the K$iapp 
schQol Mils, of which some mention has been made; 
Us mortgage cf his farm to me, which I had some 
jfears^ for my security for monies advanced and 
sureties rendered ; the tr^ng hMance due me on 
booki of more than jSlOOO, by his acknowledged 
wckoningi during the last nine months brfore the 
failure ; his honourable exertions to obtain other 
demands of mine^ for his own convenience, soon 
effter my removal ; and all backed with the full re- 
eolleUion that he was the first to fail, and thus 
rendered my own JaiUire inevitable T With the 
knowledge of some, at least, of these facts, what 
fami^ could refrain from weqping, during ^uck « 
tragic relation ? 

Btit^ possibly our thoughts will roam from ihiis 
extraordinary exhibition, upon tite maamer m 
which these venerable and Rev. gentlemen tfatiB 
feitbifully discharged the high duties of their ttugt. 
The inquiry might, possibly^ be made by some. 
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pear to be the heralds of ftace^ or of war,^ If of 
war, it would seem it was intended to take me by 
surprise^ from their matmery and weapons of at' 
tackf as I had not, at that time, amf knowledge thai 
war h(td been renewed^ and thef efore had received 
no notict for d^tnce. But it was, fitrtherflaore^ 
well hoawu that I could have »o opportwnitf of de^ 
fence^ even had these extraordinary measures and 
^orts been within my knowled^. We shall know 
more of such unprecedented proceedings hereal^ 
ter ; and I am sure they are registered for the final 
judgment, before a holji and rigbtecram tribunal^ 
wbere no disguises can screen the guittj. Must 
we believe that ** blindness iu part bas> happened*^ 
and second childhood has bad a rapid growth?'^ If 
these things are fa^.ts^^s^d possiblj my sen8e» have 
deceived me, I must be induced to beKeve that 
tttese Rev. gentlemen were, int reality, unsuitable 
to sit as judges in my trial. li however, cbeer^ 
fully submit the subject to others for decision, lest 
my own impressions might be improperly biassed, 
and therefore incorrect. 

Soon after the above iotelligenoe^ I received a 
tetter from my brother-inJaw in Watertown, Litch«> 
field county, stating that a communication had been 
sent him, from Philo Swift, to attend at CornwaH^ 
on the 2d Tuesday of August, and desiring me to 
bform him what it meant* The following was the 
communicatipn he received : 

" Cornwall^ July 16th, 1817. 
« Sib — The Rev. Peter Starr, moderator of the 
north association of Litchfield cdunty, has request* 
ed me to inform you, that there is a complaint 
against the Rev* Daniel Parker, which wHl be 
brought before the association at the south meeting 
house in Cornwall, on the 2d Tuesday in Augusts 
Jtfr. Parker wishes you toattend, at 10 o'clock in 
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ibe forenoon, to state what you know respecting 
the charges that shall be brought against him. 

. « PHILO SWIFT. 
>< Mb* Elijah Mebriam*" 

Truly astonishing ! What, in reality, does this 
mean ? Did ,we ever before know a layman, who 
had no claims to magistracy, summoning witnesses 
to attend on ecclesiastical courts ? And why should 
the Rev; Mr. Sta^rr, who lived in a different town, 
call on him to summon testimony^ and not rather 
call Ml neighbouring ministers, if he had not time, 
or WAS incompetent to perform the task himself. 
iBut this was not tbe only instance of the kind, 
which he performed. Mr. Swift wrote to others 
in similar terms. Indeed, I have not known of one 
who was summoned by any other person. And 
with the exception of Mr. Merriam, I did not know 
that any others were summoned, until some months 
after their trial ; nor had I the least expectation of 
any witnesses on my part attending. 

It is wonderful, and yet it is plain, why Mn 
Swift should be thus officious. It has been already 
proved^ I trust, that he had been guilty of testify- 
ing untruly. It was for this, I had written to hire 
to redress me, or he must not complain of legal 
pleasures. Was it his solicitude to escape infamy^ 
which rendered him thits active ? Yet, it must be 
acknowledged, his conduct was no more singular^ 
than was the whole proceedings. It appears, so far 
as I have been able to derive any information, that 
the subject of complaint was introduced by disaf- 
fected clergymen, and laymen, each of whom was 
seemingly alarmed af his own guilty if not anxiotis 
for the safety of each other ; and was appjrehensive 
that I should call them to an accounts tn faithfully^ 
discharging my duty* As a caver for their own 
claims^ it is, i think, clearly apparent, that they 
combined together to seek my ruin,, as their only 
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uliernaiive from detection and ittfamy. Meftsrs* 
Starr, Perry, Stone, and Harvey, against all rf 
whom, I had cominenced a deal, for grossly un- 
christian <^€»iduct ; and three of whom had been 
liberated from triaJ, by reason of the extraordinary 
iteration of the constitution of the association, at 
a timiq at which they had been cited to attend and 
answer to the respective complaints then filed 
against them, were among the prime agents of the 
clergy in this, and the former prosecution. Dis* 
tinguished among the laymen, were Pbilo Swift^ 
Daniel St. John, and Cyrus Swan, each of whom, 
ne. doubt trembled, in the view of his own crimes, 
and was in continued apprehension of detection 
and punishment. The latter were, in all probabili- 
ty, equally officious with the former. Their pro- 
ceedings appear to have been in unison, in condiict- 
ing the prosecution. Hence it seems Mr. Starr 
direci& Mr, Swift^ as a very suitable person to 
summon witnesses to attend before their ecclesias- 
tical court. Others are appointedy or volunteer 
their services, to call on Daniel 8t, John and (?y- 
rus Swauy who afiect ^* to mourn and be in bitter- 
ness," by reason of the rueful complaints of the in- 
juries and privations I had brought upon theoi, 
which, in truths were no more nor less, than total 
permrsion of facts. 

■ In the mean time, the Rev. Timothy Stone was 
riding from town to town^ and very busily em^ 
ployed in search of testimony^ if it could possibly 
befoundy to criminate me ; and even, urged and 
demanded of one individual, (how many more I 
koow not) to attend at the trial and testify against 
pie, when it was declared to him, by the same in*- 
dividual, at the time, that he knew of nothing which 
he cotdd say against me, should he give his attend- 
ance. Not content with such declarations from one 
whom he would apparently suborn, he has been 
known to. call agam, and make the declaration^ 
«< when I was here the other day, you said Uius ^nd 
16 
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90i rei^eciiDg Mr. Park^i*^ you «ra«t mw i 
ittid testify againat him/' It w«s replied to 
<* I did not say so, Mr. StoaCi^''^ Thia appewed to 
produce irriMiqn^ on the part of Mr. Stone, and 
Ae again demanded his attendance, which be de- 
clar^ he wouhl secure by a aummon^ if the a^ 
teodaaee should not be voluntary. 

Often did Mr. Stone make tlMK assertion, aa if to 
prejadk^ the pobKc mind, wherever the sound of 
his voice should reach, or^ perhaps, his accents bm 
reiterated, that such and snch a person would testt* ' 
fy to this and that, and <* now we shall bt Me to 
g^i Mr. Parker down.** 

In another town,, the Rev. and veneraMe Mr« 
Starr is heard to assert, *^ well, yomig Bobins told 
me, that Mr. Stone informed hhn of smeh a par* 
ticular, respectmg Mr. Parker; now weshaff be 
able to get km don^fc." Thia was a private lec<- 
tnre delivered to one of the members of his churchy 
whom he had called into another room, leaving the 
door ope?ied, probably for the hmefii of tboaa 
withoat. 

In July preceding iAeif frtal, a clergyman in* 
formed me he had attended a mimslers' monthly 
meeting at Mr. Beecher's, the June before, at 
which^ mo9t of the ministers of Litchfield south' as- 
sociation were present. In the midst of thehr 
meeting, Mr. Beecher, <hi a sudden, called their at- 
tention from the business on which they were en* 
gaged, and informed them, << Litchfield North 
had got Mr. Parker again before them^" and 
seemingly exulted in the declaration, *' that he 
thought they would now 6e able to manage fctm." 
My informant observed, that he was sorry to say^ 
that Mr. Beecher added many remarks very unbe- 
coming and extraordinary, by his illiberal insinue^ 
tions and slanders. At this, 1 confess I waa not 
aurprized, although the gospel directs^ « if thy 
brother trespasa against thee, go and teU htm lu» 
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Eftok between thee uid faim alone;''* and it als0 
enjoins, ^* speak not evil one of another, brethren." 

Even in the month of June, and on the first or 
second week after the complaint had been introdn- 
eed against, me, the subject seemed to be known, 
and generally understood, by most, if not all the 
members of the general association of Connecticut, 
vfbo had assembled at a place, sixty or seventy 
miles from that, in which the complaint had been 
presented. Indeed, the first information I received 
en the subject, was from a worthy clergyman, who 
happened to be present at the general association, 
where he derived the information, as I understood 
himy bom Messrs. Beecfaer, Harvey, and others. 
He assured me there were severe and hard obser- 
vattpos made. 

. This would seem to be happily calculated to 
accomplish their favourite designs, by creating 
frejudicea exteiMivtly^ which the purest innocencu 
^old not wholly eraaieaie ; and jt>y exerting such 
indignant impressions, as wonld be seemingly ne-* 
cessary to ensure a general sanction of the extraor- 
dinary measures which had been devised, and were 
about to be pursued, in order to tht accomplish- 
ment of the premeditated censure. 

Su»:h were the active and zealous eiSTorts of 
the prosecutors; and such were the measures 
adopted an^ pursued. Slanders, the most foul, 
even in many other instances, to which I have not 
referred, I traced to their origin, and found them, 
by credible testimony, to have issued from the lips 
of those, who statedly etUered the hallowed desk. 
It is painful to be driven to this necessity in this 
publication : yet trttth and duty demand it. TA# 
cause of Bod loudly demands it. Hence we are 
furnished with a sufficient reason, why Mr. Swift 
should be designated and empowered to summon' 
witnesses, while others are industriously employed 
in preparatioos, possibly more arduouSy and diffi- 
cult, in the accomplishment. This is, in reality, 



y Google 



176 

but a Ceeble representation of facts, as the sequel 
will more clearly exhibit. 

In view of these circumstances^ knowing that the 
inquiries or charges were net instituted by the ac-* 
live prosecutors, simply to investigate facta or 
iruthsy but, for the purpose of destroying with the 
** besom of destruciionj^ that the guilty miglU go 
unpunished a little longer, both in church and state, 
in their gross iniquities ; and it being rendered clear- 
ly apparent from. the manner, time and place desig- 
nated for a trial, that unless it was so planned as to 
'exclude me from an opportunity of defence, their 
charges could not sustain an investigation, well 
knowing that truths and facts would cause (hem te 
vanish " like the morning cload and the early dew,'* 
yet I did place some reliance on the pledges of Mr. 
Beach, (hat I should have an opportunity of de- 
fence, and not be slain without being permitted to 
visit Ibe enemy's camp. I asked for do privilege 
but that of defence. I asked for no rights but 
what I could manfully maintain, were 1 indulged 
with the opportunity. Hence, I felt my request 
to be reasonable and proper, to be tried, and ac- 
quitted, or condemned, where there would be, at 
least, four disinterested judges* But, if this were 
denied me, 1 did still feel a confidence, that my 
second request, which was in accordance with Mr. 
Beach's own proposition^ would secure me the 
privilege of being heard. But should even these 
fi^il, there was another pledge on which I could 
lean, as J pattered mysif, to wit: that, <^if from 
conversation with Doct. Calhoon, and Mr. Lewis, 
there was not an Entire satisfaction, stilh there 
should be no decision against me at Cornwall, al- 
though I should not attend there in person, or then 
make !he request for an adjournment to a future 
time." 

From these various considerations, I preferred 
employing the Rev. Mr. Hotchkin as an agent, to 
negotiate an opportunity for tny attendance in per* 
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son, to any other dirine; feeling an assurance, that 
his superior knowledge of discipline, together with 
bb well known reputation, and presence, would awe 
them into a correct and regular procedure. 

But here I must be interrupted, to insert the fol- 
lowing communication, which was addressed to the 
KeT. Beriah Hotchkin, td be delivered to me. 

" To the Rev. Peter Starr, Moderator of the North 
Association of Litchfield county. Con. 

*^ The undersigned, in obedience to the laws of 
Christ, adds to the statement of unchristian con- 
duct of his brother Parker, which is already in 
your hands foi* investigation by the association to 
be holden as mentioned in that statement, the fol- 
lowing article, respecting which he has dealt with 
the said Parker, according to the gospel. That 
the said Parker, contrary to the principles of in- 
tegrity, which are essential to the christian charac- 
ter, deeded to another person a tract of land, 
which he had previously deeded to John and Ben* 
jamin TaHmadge for security for a large sum of 
money, and thereby destroyed the aforesaid secu- 
rity. « JAftiiSS BEACH. 

" mncheshr, July 2efft, 1817. 
** True copy of the original, 

" Test. Alexaneer Gillet. 

" To the Rev. Daniel Parker. — 'tou arehereby 
summoned to appear before the North Association 
of Litchfield county, Con, at their extra, session, to 
' he holden on the 2d Tuesday of August, 1817, at 
the south nieeting house* in Cornwall, 10 o'clock, 
A. M. then and there to answer to the above st$ite- 
ment. * 

"JAMES BEACH, 
« ALEXANDJBtt GILLET, 
" In the name of the Association. *\ 
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On the foregoing i» endorBed bjr tbe Rev. life. 
Hothkin : 

<< Received tbe within, Augwt 7tb, 1817, and 
dlivered it to the Rev. DonMi Parker the satfie 
dajr. Witness my hand: 

« BERIAH HOTCHKIN/' 

The substance of tbe above complaint, is the 
same as that which* Mr. Starr had made his sec- 
ond article of charge against me, when he first 
commenced his labours in May, 1815, but which 
he omitted to insert in his compldnt, by reason of 
Mr. TaiUnadge's letter, which I have already in- 
serted, together with Mr. Tallmadge's.personal dec- 
IaratioE» to him, that the charge had no foundation* 
For this procedure of Mr. Starr, having beenprevi- 
ously assured there was no cause of grieva:nce, and 
his refusal to make restitution, l>y declaring* that the 
allegation was unfoundejd, with all this evidence 
before him, I had commenced a labour, and served 
him with the copy of a complaint for trial, which 
was disposed of, in a novel way, of which mention 
has already been made. Yet, at the first trial, the 
subject was brought up, and investigated, and suf- 
ficient testimony exhibited from other sources, than 
the letter of Mr. Tallmadge, wholly to remove all 
ground of charge. Hence, tfaere^ had, in reality, 
6ee» a trial on this subject, and it was dismissed 
by the boaid iitt untenable^ although Mr. Starr Jiad 
been screened from trial by the alteration of the 
constitution at that time. 

Furthermore, the charge which had recent** . 
]y come from Mr. Beach, could not legally be 
brought to trial on the 2d Tuesday of August, as 
the constitution of the association .expressly speci- 
fies, that there shall be a service of complaint by 
copy, at least eigki days before tbe trial* As the 
2d Tuesday would be the 12th, and by the certifi- 
cate of Mr. Hotchkin, this complaint was received 
on tbe 7lh, there was but about half of the period 
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Hence, it wtHild be in vioiation of their own constir 
iuiH(m,td mttoAvLce the subject at tbeir extra* laieft* 
81011^ f^iiog a&icte 46kU ^/tar consider atioiui. 

It would seem (MTdper^ in or4er to a more clear 
peremption of the real Mate qffactSy and the na^ 
tvfre and dispomlion^ of em important witne^e^ soon 
to be improved ^aiast oie, to observe, tfaat my de-* 
poailNm relative to tlie ** fcewis note," for which I 
was then accused of a heinons crime, was impfoved 
before the superior court, at their session in littch- 
field, IB February, 18 J 7, At the. reading of my 
depositbn, I have been credibly informed, Mr. 
Swan was greatly agitatedy and became suddenly 
tremi^loum a&d ^le* Shortly after, be was beard 
to utter declarations of a threatening nature. Aa 
affidavit irom one, out of the many who may have 
besMrd bis tkrtq^s^ will be deemed sufficient to ex* 
bibit the natMkre of the many and show on what a 
basis the Rev. prosecut^K^s reeled their prime 
charges in the accocnpiisliment of thehr darling ob« 
ject^ 

*^ I, Ansel Sterling, deppse and say, that soon af- 
ter the rising of the superior court in Litchfield 
county, ia Februaiy, 1812^ I had some eonversa- 
tion with Cyrus Bwan, Esq* concerniog a deposi- 
tion given by the Rev. Daniel Parker, in a cause - 
pending before said court, in which deposition, said 
Parker stated, among other things, that a certain 
note given by John Calhoon, Wm. Jjewis, Paniel 
St- John, and Ijrai Swift, for 912 dollars, and paya- 
ble at the Bridgeport bank, was drawn '^ for one 
year" or " twelve months from date/' whic)i I do 
not recollect ; and it being an agreed fact that said 
note had remained in said Swanks hands ever since 
il had been given ; and on inspection smd note 
was not made payable on demands nor ^ twelve 
months from date^^ no time being stated in said 
note when payable^ said Swan appeared very much 
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agit&ied and tnragtd at Mr« Parker for giving 
SBch a depofiiticm ; and then observed Bometjbliig to 
this effect^ that he, Mr. Parker^ w&uld be sorry 
for Uf emd that he should or would bt revenged 
npon him for it, or would bring mid Parker io 
an account for giving said deposition ; the partica- 
lar words I do not precisely recoHect, but they 
were to the purport abave stated. 

« ANSEL STERLING. 

AugU8t.25ths 181 r." 

" S#orn before me, 

" Saml. R. Oagkr, Justice of Peace^^' 

Messrs. Perrj and Swan had both used n^orou8 
exertions to impress upon the minds of the peo{^ 
4)revious to the complaint being presented before 
the association, that my affidavit relative to the 
«bove note was false ; and indeed some individuals 
had their minds so fully impressed, from their re- 
presentations, that the assertion was well grounded, 
that afterwards, when the information reached 
them, that the association had passed a censure 
upon me, one observed, if what he had heard was 
true, I ought to have received a far severer punish* 
ment. Th^se are a few of the la/udabh efibrts of 
the above named Messrs. Perry and Swan ; the 
former of whom was soon to sit as a Rev* judge m 
an ecclesiastical court, to decideon the fate of a fel-. 
low-being, professedly according to the benign rules 
of the gospel ; the other, for some years a civil 
magistrate, and recently appointed an associate jus- 
tice 10 the court of common pleas for Litchfield 
county. One could not but reflect, 

« Tis from high life, high characters are draivn ; 
'* A saint in crape is'twice a saint in lawn." 

The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin proceeded, in compli- 
ance with my request, with the documents already 
inserted, and duly arrived at Cornwall on the se- 
cond Tuesday of August, where he was received 
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and acibiowl^dged by the assocntion, as agent totk 
mjself. The members who composed the bodj at 
thii» extra session of the association, were the 
« Rev. Messrs. SamL J. Mills, Peter Starr, Alex- 
ander Gillef, Jeremiah Hallock, David L. Perry, 
Timothy Stonc^ Pitkin Cowles, Charles Prentice, 
James Beach, Joseph Harirey, Asa Blair, and 
Ralph Emerson.'' Although the day was severe- 
ly stormy, a large assembly had convened at the 
meeting house. 

My first communication was presented by Mr* 
Hotchkin, which was folded in the form of a let- 
ter, and directed to the Rev^ moderator, to be 
communicated. An objection was immediately ot 
fered against receiving it by Mr. Perry and others. 
It was urged that they had met on special business^ 
and could not be interrupted. To this it was ro- 

riied, that it contained a request from me, in which 
was desirous to be heard. An objection was 
fiirther pressed, that it would be improper to r«* 
oeiVe any communications from me in my absence. 
The suggestions of the Rev. moderator were 
very ingeniously submitted, for considefation, on 
this occasion. Mr. Harvey had not yef arrived. 
Whether /ear* were entertained, that a letter, cov-» 
ering three sides of a sheet, and closely lyritten^ 
might contain complaints revived against any of the 
members of their body, which had occasioned the. 
objections already offered against receiving the 
communication, is best known to themselves. A 
debate arose, whether the seal should be broken^ 
ftnd the communication be made public. Afler 
some time spent in the discussion, a vt>te was called' 
for and taken. On counting the votes, it was pro- 
nounced a tie. The vote being contested, they 
again counted, and found a majority of one for 
breaking the seal, and reading the communication. 
The reading devolved upon the scribe pro tem. 
Mr. Stone, as Mr* Harvey, the appointed scribe of 
the former meeting, was still absent. Mr. Stone 
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bad not proceeded far, before Mr. Perry objtct^ 
to his reading. He waa finallj directed to proceed. 
Mr. Harvey soon arrived, and objected to an^ cooa- 
municatioD being read, which came frtoi me, eb^ 
serving that it would be improper^ On infarini^ 
him of what had transpired on tbf subject, aod 
that a vote had been taken to read the commuoicK* 
tion, they proceeded to hear it through. The fro* 
position which it contained, of submitting the in- 

Suiries to a joint committee for investigation and 
eciston, met, at once, with strenuous objettions^ 
One very powerful and conclusive objection ufg«d^ 
was, that the power was in their own bands, and 
there was an unwiUingness to delegate it to others* 
No doubt this was a cordial objection with some, 
who had formerly declared with emphasis^ that 
they would vote at my trial ; and it has already 
b^en proved, that one had the folly to declare* 
** that he had got a number of his brethren to ioim^ . 
him." Hence, to relinquish their darling gratifica- 
tion in voting against me, by delegating their pow- 
ers, which they claimed, to others, woiud be *' like 
the scratefa of a thorn upon the delicate eye-ball."' 
Thus my proposal was, by their own minutes, de- 
clared to have been unanimously rejected. 

Mr. Hotchkin then presented my second com^ 
municatiojn, which was a request for them to ad- 
journ to a future time, and come over the line, in 
conformity with the proposition and assurance of 
Mr* Beach. The communication was read, but 
met with powerful opposition, Messrs. Perty^ 
Ston^9 and Harvey vigorously opposed this re- 
quest. It was objected, if they must go over the 
state line to give a delinquent an opportunity of 
trial, they must, perhaps, by and by go over the. 
Mississippiy or into Canada^ to give a hearing* It 
was furthermore urged, that they could not aa a 
body act over the line ; that whatever they should 
do in that case, would not be l^al or bindings as 
it would be out of their limit$. The Rev. Mr. 
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GiM«t obl^nred, " if they knew precisely Vhere 
the line was, he did not know but they might get 
$iraddle of the line, so as to give a legml bearing." 
This shrewd remark afforded much diversion to 
fte Rev. a980ciaHon. A Tote was called for on 
(ilia proposition^ which primarily came from Mr. 
Beach, Mid, as their mtmites testify, it was 
^* unanimously rejected. ^^ Reader, Me. Beach, 
you will bear in mind, was a present member of 
their board ! Where is the pledge that was made 
me on this sobject? Where are, at least, the stre- 
nuous exertions for its accomplishment ? We have 
never heard that a syllable was urged respecting 
it. 

But eharity would seem to induce the belief, 
that they had probabfy conferred with Messrs. 
Calhood and Lewis, as was expected, and having 
gained satisfactory evidence from them, there 
would be no need of proceeding to trial at all, and ^ 
therefore it would be useless to regard my last pro- 
position. Would it were so. Dr. Caihoon attend* 
ed the first day, and was employed by them as a 
magistrate to qualify their witnesses. About a 
month afterwards he informed me, that he had 
nether been questioned by any of the members of 
the association on the subject referred to, either be- 
forey atj or after their trial, nor had he ever known 
of an inquiry made of Mr Lewis respecting it. Mr. 
Hotehkin then requested them to adjourn to a future . 
time, and meet in Cornwall. This request was re* 
jected. All my requests being rejected, Mr. 
Hotehkin then observed, his powers extended no 
furtbevy as my communications had clearly exhibit- 
ed ; that his delegation was solely to negotiate an 
opportunity for my attendance in person to defend 
my rights, which ail must acknowledge to be suita- 
. ble and just. He should, therefore, in my name, 
enter a protest against their proceeding to trial in 
my absence, when I earnestly desired, and had 
adopted every methud in my power to secure the 
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privilege of attendance^ He informed thi^ai U 
they proceeded to trial, their trial would be wholly 
ex parte, as I could have no concern with it ; that aa 
alleged criminal had a right to demand the privilege 
of defence in all courts. Judge Swan informed the 
board, that he never knew a civil court adjourn to 
another place, to give the defendant an opportuni^ 
of attendance. Astonishing ! for a new judge to 
attempt to influence an ecclesiaatical board contra- 
ry to every principhy civil and sacred ! Whether 
this was ^norance or design^ was best known to 
his honour. Yet I would ask his honour if he ever 
knew of a criminal arraigned before a civil c«urt, 
who was not assisted and proteeted in his attend- 
ance ? and if he ever knew a solitary instance of a 
criminal being convicted^ when excluded from at- 
tendance and defence, in any court, until upon the 
consecrated heathen ground in Cornwall, where 
they were then assembled, and probably swayed by 
his honour's iDfluence or^pinion ? Indeed, I would 
ask bis honour, whether he believes a body of pro- 
fessed christian ministers could have been influen- 
ced to unite in bis opinion, in any otiier sectiQB 
of the globe, not consecrated to the heathen? 

It \vas finally agreed that they were authorised to 
proceed. The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin then observ- 
ed, he had heard me say, if my requests should be 
rejected, and myself debarred the privilege of de- 
fence, and they still proceed to trial, I should con- 
sider it my duty to publish to the world a state- 
ment of their proceedings, in my own vindication. 
This suggestion produced considerable ivarmffe and 
disdain from the active partisans, who contemp- 
iuously put it at de^anc€, and with hauteur it was 
proclaimed, the trial should proceed* 

The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin then observed he had 
heard me say, should I ever be tried by that body, 
I should object to some of the members |itting in 
the trial, as they had abundantly disqualified them^ 
selves, in various respects, to act as judges. The 
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jiersQiifi whom I had designated mere especialljr, 
were Messrs Perry., Stooe, and Harvey- Nor did 
I eensider that Messrs. Starr, Prentice and Blair 
were by any means proper persons to act in the 
trial. At this suggestion, Messrs. Perry and Stone 
immediately signified to Mr. Hotchkin, that tbey 
had understood that his powers extended no fur' 
iher; he would therefore maintain silence^ unless 
be proceeded in the trial as counsel for me, which 
thej well knew my communications expressly pro- 
hibited. They individually observed, they eii* 
pected theff were alluded to by me, but they would 
act in the trial. This aged divine being thus for* 
bidden to interrupt their proceedings, was compel^. 
led to be silent. 

Having voted that they would proceed to trial, 
a list of witnesses was called for, and the names of 
a number were read by the scribe* It was imme- 
diately objected^ " those are Mr. Parker's witness- 
es,'* (of which, however, I was perJFectly ignorant^ 
ds I had not the leasf expectation of a trial^ and 
had not summoned an individual for the purpose,) 
** we have nothing to do with them ; we only wish 
to find witnesses against him; those, therefore^ 
If ho are considered as his witnesses, we shall have 
no occasion to call upon." 

They wished the other list of names to be read^ 
which was accordingly done. 

Finding they were determined to proceed, Mr. 
Botchkin discovered, lying on the tsxbJe of the 
scribe, who was now Mr. Harvey, as is usual at 
their meetings, a quantity of paper, quills, &c. He 
therefore requested of the scribe, the privilege of 
some paper, a pen, and the use of some ink, as I 
had requested him to take minutes of their prQ** 
ceedings, if my requests were rejected, Mr. Har- 
^eey signified to him that his request could not be 
accommodated. Mr. Hotchkin then discovered 
several of the ministers making use of pocket ink- 
stands, and requested of them the loan of one^ that 
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he might be enabled to take mimted. Hb reqaetfl 
7908 not complied with. 9(r. Hotehkia then ob-' 
gerved, if any person wwAd procure him paper,' 
pen and ink» as he was a straBger there, he would 
reward him to his satisfaction. Although the meet- ^ 
ing house was considerablj fiHed with speetaterS) 
yet the only returns he could obtam to hi» request 
♦* were jeers and ktitgh*** 

Thus, the Rev. Mr. Hotchkin was deptiveA of 
the opportunity of taking minutes, during the first 
day. At evening, he procured the necessary ap- 
paratus, and proceeded to note down whal he could' 
recollect, during so confused and unexampled a 
procedure. 

Having disposed of my witnesses, as if by an 
est post fattoAKWy or, perhaps, more properly, on 
the Oodwinean sjrstem, ^' that the end sanctifies 
the weans," they proceeded to call on Cyrus 
Swan to testify. 

He presented a note which he claimed was the 
** Lewis note," perfectly correi^ponding in its draft, 

gr information, with the copy enclosed to me, in 
oct. Calfaoon's letter, which I have already in-' 
aerted. After testifying, under the solemnity of 
an oath, that my affidavit was mcorrecf, relative to 
the perwd of time, for which the " Lewis note**" 
was given, he also testified, that all the notes given 
on the said 25th of November, 1814, to the Bridge- 
port bank, were given OH demand. This testimo- 
ny would be untrue, in relation to the other notea, 
accordingto the affidavit of Ansel Sterling, Esq. i 
for his affidavit expressly states, that the " Lewi$ 
HBote** was neither twelve months from date, nor 
on demadd," as no time was stated in the note. 
' During the time of Mr. Swan's testifying, as was 
the case generally, when any suggestion was given 
wMch appeared tmfavonrable to me, Messrs. Per* 
vijj Sfone^ Blairy and some others, distorted their 
feces, laughed^ jeered^ would often catch a pen or 
pencil, and occasionally nofc down a few words, 
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apparentlsr with a design to signify to Uie sp^cta* 
tors their aatonishment and abhorrence^ but whij^h 
conduct^ m the view of some, indicated differexU 
emotions. 

. As the daj was now nearly exhausted, and th^ 
combination appeared d^irotta that some other 
witnesses might be obtained on the following day, 
Mr. Swan was requested to tarry. He replied, 
/' that although his business was pressing at home, 
yet he would €/ieer/t<l/^ farry until the next day tq 
accommodate them." 

The inquiry was here made, in respect to procu- 
ring other witnesses, whether any subjects would 
be investigated, which had been brought before 
them at the trial in July, 1SI5. It, was replied* 
that it would not be proper. This appeared to 
interfere with the wishes of some, and it was urged 
that it would exclude several witnesses, whom the 
pri^eQutors were dextrous to have improved. , It 
was finally consented, that any witnesses might be 
lurought forward, whom they should choose, to tesh 
tify on whatever ^ub/ec/ it might seem necessary 
.to introduce, even whether it had before been a 
Aubject of inquiry or not; or, whether I had been 
notified pre viously, ^r not, respecting it. Thus 
ifuU latitude was giv^i to the request, and exten- 
sively pursued. 

On tne following day, Daniel St. John and oth- 
ers, were, by reason of expresses sent, brought her^ 
fore the Rev. tribunal. Mr. St. John was qualifi- 
ed and testified. It is evident his testimony was 
in accordance with his, wishes, rather than with 
facts, as will be clearly proved hereafter. After 
stating that he had been induced to become en- 
dorser for me, in consequence of a written state- 
ment, which I had given him, of what I owed, to- 
gether with my property in my hands, and claims 
due me, from which erroneous statement, as he 
claimed he afterwards discovered, he had been de- 
ceived, and thereby greatly injured j yet he ac- 



yGoogJe 



188 
/ 

knowfedged hmM\[ unable to produce the writijog. 
Ab a confiurmation faoir greatly he had been in^po- 
9ed upon, he proceeded to testify, that about the 
Jbth of SeptemBer, 1814, he went by my request, 
to the Hartford Phoenix Bank, to obtain the dis- 
count of two notes, of one thousand dollars each, 
exclusively for mif benefit. That^Ihad, at that 
time, setit forward by him a statement of my pro- 
perty to the said Phoenix Bank, from which state- 
ment, as he presumed 1 would not give any other than 
a correct one", he was ir^uenced to endorse both of 
the said notes, and withotU which, they wouH nai 
be accepted, but in consideration of his endorse- 
ments, both would be discounted ; that he endors-- 
ed both of the said notes, and thereby obtained the 
loans, which were entirely for my benefit^ and in 
which, he testified, he had no interest whatever. 

He also testified, that he believed the *^ Lewh 
note" to be in my hand writing, which would be 
distingttishingly characteristic of himself, who had, 
evidently, for some time time, ^' been going about 
as a roaring lion, seeking to devour-" 
'^ Mr. Phite Swift, possibly as a remuneration for 
his services, was indulged with the privilege of 
presenting the letter which I had written him in 
September, 1816, relative to his tncorrecf testimony 
at two different times, and indulged with the oppor- 
tunity of making his comrnents thereon, in vindica- 
tion of himself, and consequently, no doubt, at the 
expense of my criminality. Could this, in reality, 
have removed the guilt, which, I trust, has already 
been sufficiently proved, I would most sincerely 
rejoice at the indulgence given him, although, it is 
presumed, the Rev. body did not claim the pre- 
rogative of absolving sins. It is, however, singular, 
as this subject had never been exhibited against 
me as an article of charge, that they should have 
sufiered it te be acted upon at that time, when they 
had declared " they had met on specia} business, 
and could not be interrupted J*^ The effect, how- 
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emr, maj have ptwtd galnttry, for, if I do not 
sttistake, he receiTod bis first appointment to «l^ 
tend die legislature cl the stat^, the next ^lectienu 

Cven the attendance of John Tallmadge, Es<}. 
-was jrrociired ctn the second day of tiiai, notwith- 
•standing the letter he had vduntarily written me 
in June, lBl5y as if, by his own p^^scmal -conrictioli 
of the facts which it states, it wm his iuty 4o cma* 
iniiiiicate to me, at the titne he penned it, to shield 
me from unjiist censure, when thus arraigned by 
his own mmister ; yet from the insinuations c^ 
certain individuals, who were cheerfully admitted 
to testify on this occasion, it would seem he was 
desirous io cotfsferac^ the influence of his ^olfm- 
tariljf written communication, and consent to the 
-cofiiBiOQ cry of " crucify him.'* 

Indeed, many and various were the subjects in- 
troduced at this time before the Rev. association, 
of which I had not had the least previous intima- 
tiofi, and which were obviously designed to secure, 
in anyform^ some ground for censure. 

Among others was that of my making use of min- 
isterial credentials, of my regular standing in the 
i^inUtry, which they claimed bad been recalled, 
and for the alleged use of which, a censure wa» 
passed. The first information I received on this 
subject, was from a copy of their doings at that 
time, transmitted to me by tb*ir register. ^ 

Many individuals, who were known to be per- 
sonally hostilti or wholly in subserviency to the 
views of those who were seeking my injury, were 
cheerfully admitted to testify on subjects of which 
I had no previous knowledge, either by complaint 
or fatty as if every exertion was in exercise, seem- 
ingly) before a court oi inquisition fXxikAev the con- 
txoul of St. Dominic, 

. I deem it to be ray duty, to state further, the 
extraordinary testimony of even one of their do- 
mestic committee. This venerable man stated^ 
*^ that sttch a maa said, that stick a man stated'' 
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thus and so. Had the sobject matter been weK 
•grounded, it is singular that the Rev. Mr* Stone 
liad not discovered it in his itinerations, to pro- 
•Cure testimony against me, when this evidence was 
pronounced to be within the limiis of his own pa- 
rish, — although his peregrinations were far more ex- 
tensive,*^and there appeared so evident a desire to 
obtain positive testimonj against me. 

The sources of ex parte testimony having been 
seemingly exhausted, the association claimed to be 
by- themselves. A proposition was speedily offer- 
ed, that ^ vote of censure should be passed. It 
does not appear that there was any particular arti- 
cle of charge on which to ground the censure ; yet 
the motto ^* Carthago dtlenda est^* must receive 
its fulfilment. Yes, reader, " Proscription Delinea- 
ted,'' must now be exhibited in more glowing tints 
than^have before been presented our view. It is 

, enough 1o astound the senses, and appal the heart ! 
I am authorized to state the fact from one of the 
number who was^then CDmpelled to act in the vote 
of censure. 

The designing members of the association were 
all present at this trial, and acted in unison du- 
ring the whole procedure. Other members also 
attended, who were ignorant of the real objects 
which bad been designed^ and which were new to 
^ be accomplished ; Vhile some of the members of 
the body prudently withheld their attendance. 
Waving all previous questions, which would have 
been in conformity with the remnant of their writv 
ten constitution, there appeared to be a deep solici- 
tude j^th the virulent and active prosecutors, to 
come .directly to the severing blow. Without at- 
taching the censure, therefore, to any particular 
charge, for^this might lead to a deiectiony it ap-> 
peared to be the most eligible to make it a sweeps 

:ing clause, ^' to suspend, from henceforth, my au^ 
Ihoi'ity to exercise the functions of a minister of 
the gospel derived through them." It was de8Ve4 
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ithat all imght unite in this tote! of oeniiire, HM 
it might appear there was an entire harmony in 
their proceeding. The question was therefore 
put, individuallj/j to the members, <^ Will you unife 
in this Tote of censujre ?" It had passed, perhaps^ 
fo^T or five, in the affirmative, when a member ob« 
served, he cauld not unite with them in the vote. 
:He remarked, that be was convinced, from docu- 
ments which I had already presented him, that the 
subject wi&uld have an entirely different complex* 
4on, could I have been permitted the opportunity 
of defence. He must, therefore, dissent from them 
in opinion. He was then accused^ by one of the 
•active prosecutors^ of an attempt to influence or 
eormferacrthe vote of the association. He repli- 
ed, that this did not necessarily follow. He must 
act conscientiously in this case ; and having al- 
ready . seen documents which induced htm to be^* 
lieve that the charges could not have been sup 
ported bj^acts^ he was not, therefore, bound to re- 
€eive the testimony which had been introduced to 
support their charges. He was then accused of 
charging the witnesses with perjury. This he 
repelled, by observing, that they were, not bound 
to receive the testimony of wifiHssses in a trial, and 
especially in an ex parte trial, where the whole sub- 
ject could not he fully disclosed. The dissenting 
member finally requested to be past in silence 
and not give any vote, as. he was severely pressed 
by several of the acdve persecutors. They would ' 
not consent to this^ but claimed that he should vote. 
He requested to be excused^ - It was still Urged 
that he should votCm A lengthy debate ensued. 

This member had been accused of ^* being plunge 
ed into the cares of the world," and seemed to 
have been /fcrea/ened, that unless he was careful^ 
he would meet with a similar fate. It was judged 
that about three hours had elapsed, when finding 
that nothing but a vote of censure would seeming^ 
}y satisfy the feelings of the prosecutorSj and fof 
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tiie ynrpoBe <^ leaving Ae siAject stSl ^pm fori 
fuinrt iiearing, as it waa evident a vote cf ceosure 
fvoiild ht obtained, be signified that ke would unite 
with them on these condttiona, that the testimonj 
whieh had been exhibited should be considered as 
fiAl €9i4tne%ot the nurUs of the cbacges, and. hit 
vote should be giv^ on ik0St pr«fic»pl€ exclusivelj, 
and that tbej should furthermore ^ive me an immitr 
diafe opportunity to vindicate mf%Ai $kgainst their 
charges and oensure, wbkh he badfio ioubt I raigl^ 
be fully enabled to do. Some others, it was under^ 
stood, compromised in a similar manner. Thus an 
wwnhneusvate ofcmsurewas ob^ined. 
' Astonishing ! A chri^ian tribunal ! What, ob- 
tain by tiireatSj and promises which they r^use to 
fulfil, what they could not accomplish by intrigues 
and perjured testimony I ! Yes, this fact has been 
declared to me to be truth. It has been transmitted 
tome by indubitable testimony! ^^ Be sure your 
sins ivt7/ find yon out,'' must ring*, likeAe knell of 
death, in the ears of such heaven-daring offenders 1 
The above particulars, relative to obtaining the 
vote of censure, were communicated, not long since, 
by . the Rev* Pitkin Cowles, of Canaan, who was 
the member thus compelled to vote, to a venerable 
gentleman ot unquestionable veracity, in the city of 
Hudson, with a request, or permission, that I might 
be informed of the extraordinary fact I have 
since had an interview with Mr. Cowles, in which 
he confirmed the statement I had received, and 
which I have penned, verbatim^ so far as my memory 
aorves me. In my interview with him, he stated that 
he had written me a letter about fifteen months 
since^ explaining bin motives in giving fais vote in 
the manner he did, viz. for the purpose of keeping 
the subject open for a hearing, which he appreheDd" 
ed would be otherwise closed, but his letter I have 
never received. It was probably retained in Con- 
necticut, as has been the case with many other let- 
ters wbieh were addressed to me ; and whether it 
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las fallen into the hands of my ae^ti^e perftecuton^ 
9r not, they may perhaps be better enabled to de- 
cide than myself. 

As a further confirmation of the correctness of tb<i 
preceding statement of the trials I «luiU subjoin so»^ 
affidavits. 

Deacon Seymour, of Hillsdale, New-York, and 
Mr. Norton, of Sheffield, Mass. both of whom had 
been members of the church ii> Ellsworth, bad been 
summoned by Mr. Phiio Swift, as if by mjf request^ 
to attend as witnesses at Cornwall on the second 
Tuesday of August; yet I had not the least know- 
ledge of the fact, until nearly the close of the fol- 
lowing December. They gave their attendance on 
the first day, when being informed, by the declara- 
tion of one or more members of the association, 
that they should have nothing to io with ** Mt. 
Parker*s leUntsses^*^ but only wished for those who 
would testify against me, they considered them- 
selves to be dismissed from their attendance. This 
. eirctimstaiice, together with the disgusting and ap» 
paling spectacle, which was exhibited before them, 
caused them to withdraw at nearly the close of the 
first day. 

" I, Daniel P. Norton, of lawful age, depose and 
say, that I received a request, in conjunction with 
deacon Amos Seymour, by a letter from Philo 
Swift, of Cornwall, Connecticut, to appear on the 
second Tuesday of August, 1817, at the south 
meeting-house in said Cornwall, before the north as- 
sociation of Litchfield county, which letter ptir- 
?orted that it was the request of the Rev. Daniel 
arker, then of Greenville, Greene county, New- 
Tork, that we should attend ; and that the Rev. 
Peter Starr, moderator of the said association, had 
requested him the sifid Swift to summon us to at- 
tend. We accordingly attended at the time and 
place specified, where it appeared that a complaint 
had been filed before the said association, then to be 
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h&mtA against Mr. Parker, as was eTchtbited by ihe^ 
documents, and read immediately ^n tbe o^ enu^ of 
the association. It seemed that Mr. Parker could 
Jiot appear before the association at that time» aa 
they were, onabie to grant htm a protection from ar- 
rest ; and that he had employed the Rev. Bertab 
Hotchkin, of said OreenvUk» to appear in bis be- 
Jwlf, for the purpose of negotiating an opportuni^ 
for his attendance in person at a future time ^f trial; 
and that he had forwarded by the Rev. Mr. Holck- 
Idn two comBHiQicatiofis in writing, for the purpose 
^ accomplishing that object. The Rev. Mf. 
fiotchkin was accordmgly received, and acknpw-. 
lodged by the association as agent for Mr. Parker* 
fie then presented a written document from Mi^. 
Parker to the Rev. Peter Starr, moderator of the 
association, to be communicated* On presentini^ 
it, there was an objection immediately made by 
aome of the association against receiving it 4 and k 
was urged as a reason that they had met on speciai 
ImsitteaSi and could not be interrupted* After a 
lengthy debate, a vote was taken, whether the com* 
jnunication ^ should be received, and carried by a 
very small majority ; J should say but pne. On 
reading the communication, it appeared that Mr« 
Parker had respectfully requested the association- 
lo appoint four members of that body, to unite with 
four members from Greene county, whom he named 
in his communication,, viz. the Rev. Messrs. DjaCvid ^ 
Porter, D« D. Seth WiUiston, Henry3. Stimsoi^ 
and Beriah Hotchkin, or James Jewel; or any 
other four whom i^ey should be pleased to name ; 
and requested that they might meet as a jpiat com- 
mittee, if I rightly recollect, In the numth of Sep- 
Member following, in Northeast, and kivestigate aod 
decide on the subjects of inquiry* 

<< Messrs. Perry and Stone, and« if I do notmia* 
lake, Harvey, strenuously opposed the request of 
Mr. Parker, and observed, that the power was in 
iheir omn hands j mid they were not n^Uling to 4e^ 
legate it to others. After a lengthy debate, and 
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the request of Mr. Parker was unaninunUlv reject* 

edy (with the exception, i believe, of Mn Uowlev.) 

The Rev. IMr. Hotchkiotbea presented ft see^id- 

cdmaMNncatioir from Mr. Pucker, ris* i» ask iim m^. 

sDieiatbDi as^ a body, to adjoturn to a fntare daj, and 

come into florlfaeast, about half a mite ever th** 

Connectieut line, that he miglit have the opportunity 

of altecidtng in per9e» to the ittvetitigation of tlnr 

sttbjeek of in^iry idslttuted against hinw Mr. Pei^ 

17, and, if i mietake not, Stone and Harvey, afreim- 

ausly oppM^d this request. Mr« Perry stated, that^ 

if would be ovi of their jurisdiction ; and whatever 

ft^j should de ii? that eaUe would not be hiadiagi 

as it would be o«^ of th^it HmUs. Mr. Harvey, i 

think, staf^ as an objection, that tf they must ga 

over the line into the state of New-York, they must, 

perhaps, by and by, go over the MtesisBtppi^orm* 

tot Canada, fo give a person an opportunity of at« 

tendance. After a laboured and strenuous opposv*' 

tion, there was, if I rightly remember, anunanimous 

rejection of this request, (with the exception, as be- 

fere, if I rightly remember, of Mr. Cowles.) 

<^ The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin, then, in the name and 
behalf of Mr. Parker, entered a protest against ther 
association's proceeding to trial, as he, Mr. Parkery 
conidnot attend in person, which he earnestly de- 
sired ; and that the trial mmt necessarily be wholly 
ejrparfe, should they proceed. The associatioft 
then voted they would proceed to trial • The Rev. 
Mr. Hoti^hkin again observed, that he had heard 
Mr. Parker say, that he should object to some of 
the members of that body sitting, should he be tried 
by that body, wifenever the subject was investiga-^ 
ted. Mr. Perry immediately replied, that he un- 
derstood by Mr. Hotchkin that his powers extend-' 
ed ocf further ; that te should object to his further 

froceeding, unless he continued as counsel for Mr. 
arker in the trial. Mr. Stone then observed, that 
be ve^pected he trais ^ne who wMd be objected to 
by Mr« Parker^ but he should object to Mr. Hotels- 
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kin rejecting uny froin his seat^ unless he contini^ 
ed in the tml as counsel for Mr» Parker: 

^ The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin then called on the 
scribe, Mr. Harvejr, and requested of him theprivi" 
hge of a little paper, a pen, and the u^e of some ink, 
1^ Mr. Parker had requested bim to take minuteij of 
their proceeding^, if his comnranicatjons wef e re-- 
, jected. Mr. Harvey Replied, lU could not spare 
any* Mr. Starr, the moderator, thea observed, it- 
s^pears that Mr. Parker has a * stenographetj 
which produced a sneer or laugh bom a c<»isidera*- 
Me proportion of the venerable ass<>ciation. 

, "The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin then inquired, if any 
of the *ministeijd had a pea and ink they Would fa^ 
tour him with. . His request was aio# accommodat- 
ed. Mr. Hotchkin then requested, if any person 
who lived in the vicinity would furnish him with pa« 
per, pen, and ink, as be^ was a stranger there, he 
would reward them for the. same ; to which he re- 
ceived no answer but jeers and laughs^ 

" The association then proceeded to call on wit- 
o^ses. . Cyrus Swan^ Esq. waiS called upon, qnali- 
Jiedi and testified. Mr. Swan testified, that Mr» 
Parker had giveq a false deposition in relation io 
acoote given to the Bridgeport bank, fitigned by Wil- ' 
l^am Lewis, Ira Swift, and others, in. respect to^the 
period of liinie f^r which the note was given. Swan 
declared^ that the saifl note was given on demand ; 
a^d that all the notes given to the Bridgeport bank, 
a| the time of Wiriiam Lewis, Ira Swift, and others 
giving the said note, were given on demand. 

Question by D. Parker. Did not Cyrus»8wan 
tl^ke a particular active part as attorney, advocate, ' 
witness, and accuser against me a^thi8 trial ? 
. Answer. He did* I thought so then, and think 
so stif}. 

. Question. Did not Bwan appear -to be earnest 
and bitter against me ? 

Answer^ That was my full impression. I was 
fully convinced thai he did (^U in. his power tocri- 
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Q((€«f«on« Did jrou not nndershmd at tbat tim^ 
from the association, that Swan h^d volunteered his 
aenrices at the trial, and that although his business 
wcw pressing at home, he wouU cheerfully tarry 
until the next day to accommodate them T 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Did not Messrs. Perry, Stone, an4 
Harvey, as also several others, take a decidedljr 
active part against me at the trial ? 

Answer^ Yes. 

Question* Did not Messrs. Perry, Blair, and 
others, jeer, laugh, and sneer, whenever any testi-: 
mony was exhibited which appeared to militatd 
against me ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Did hot some other members also of 
the association laugh, ridicule, and jeer, and fr^r 
quently exhibit marks of much gratification, when- 
ever any thing wa^ testi6ed, pr suggested, whiclr 
had the appearance of contributing to my injury^T 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. What was the general appearanc^^ 
especially of a considerable proportion of the as-^ 
sociation ? Did they exhibit the appearance of ww 
^fTfjudiced oren ? , 

Answer. Far from it, in my opinion, on Such an 
occasion. They did not appear to act with that 
candour and prudence which became ministers of 
the gospel. 

Question. Were you not convinced from what 
you saw, that they were determined to convict me, 
guiliy, or not guilty ? 

Answer. I was fully convinced that they wert 
determined to convict you at any rate. 

Question. Did not the generality of the associa- 
tion seem wholly bent to produce testimony against 
me^ and apparently unwilling to seek for any evi- 
dence which should go to exculpate me ? 

Answer. 1 thou^t they did. Th^y seemed t^ - 
18 • 
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tae-to be accusers as well tasjudgts, during our at- 
tendance. 

Q/utstiQU' Were* you or deacen Seymour called 
upon as witnessea> by the association at the trial ?- 

Answer. We were jiot, 

Q^uestion. Have you not heard Daniel St. John, 
jBsq. say repeatedly, that had/ iarried in Connec- 
ticut, and noi.maved from that state, I should have 
done well enough ; but , because 1 had moved put of 
the state, I had wholly lost my character^? 

Answer, y^ e^^ I baye frequently. 

QtUesHon. W^re you uot kpowing to the fact, 
that many pf the witnesses c^lkd ujppn to testify 
against me at the trial, were and bad been oj^n and. 
bUter enemies to me long before the trial ? 

Answer. Yes^ I did ; three or four of them^i^ar* 
ijcularly Cyrus Swan and Stephen Denting ; aD4 
it was well known that Esq. St. John was very bitr 
ifer 

DANIEL P. NORTON." ] 

^ " State of New-York, ss^ Greene county^ on 
t6e 23d day of December, 181.7, the above named - 
Daniel P. Norton came before me, and made so- 
lemn oath, that what is above related is substantial- 
ly true. 

Abu AH R^jSD^ Justice*Peace-'*^ . 

^< I, Amos Seymour, of lawful age, depose and 
flay, that I have examined the affidavit of Mr. Da- 
niel P. Norton, made on the 23d day of December^ 
, is 17, and acknowJeged before Abijah Heed, Esq* 
in relation to the proceedings of the North associa- 
tion of Litchfield county^ on the 12th day of Au- 
gust last past, in Cornwall, respecting Mr. Parker'a 
trial before that body, and cordially concur in the 
truth of the same, except the question relative to 
£dq. St. John's declaration, of which I have had ixi 

8' ersonal knowledg<9, as I have not seen him since 
le trial in Cornwall. . 
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Q^Uestion by D, Parker. What were your ittK 
pressions ana feelings, when vou witnessed the 
transactiais and proceedings of the association at 
Cornwall, on the 12th of August last ? 

Answer. My feelings were greatly wounded at 
Ae illiberal and prejudiced mannfr of their pro- 
ceedings. They were such as I could not/rat;€ bt- 
lievedy had I not been an eye witness ; and wounded 
wy feelings to such a degree, that after tarrying 
tmtil nearly evening of the fir^t day, I withdrew, 
being w»wt/Zi?^ further to witness (he scene. 

Question. Did you not, at that time, receive 
the impression, thaf^they proceeded in a manner 
they would have been unwilling to be treated ? 

Answer. I did.* 

Gtuesiion. Didnot tfie Rev. Mr. ^otcfaklfl re-^^ 
quest ibe association, at that time, after they bad re- 

i'ectecl my written communications, and before they 
lad called on any witnesses, to adjourn to a' future 
time, to meet even in Cornwall^ that I might have 
an opportunity of attending in person ? 

Answer. He did, but his request was rejfcc/erf.- 
QM^stion. Did you not. receive the impression 
from the association, that it was needless for the 
witnesses whom they had summoned to attend on 
my part to tarry, as they would not probably be calU 
ed upon by fhe association to testify before them f 
Answer. I did. 

AMOS SETMOUB/' 

" State of New- York, ss. Columbia county, on 
the 14th day of Jan. 1818, the above named. Amos 
Seymour came before me, and made solemn oath, 
that what is above stated is substantially true." 
James Platt^ Justice Peace." 

' The following inforomtion was communicated to 
toh by Mr. Norton, at the time of receiving his affi- 
davit. At nearly the close of (he first day of the 
tesBion of the associatioi\, deacon Seymour request- 
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ed- him to retire. On going out of the house, ^he 
deacon observed to him that he could hot tarry anj 
longer. As it had been signified by ^me of the 
members of the association, that none were to be 
improved to testify, who were considered as my 
witnesses, it would be needless for them to tarry ; 
and he chose to ride, as the scene was such as he 
was unwilling further to witness. Deacon Seymour 
added, that he had before had full confidence is 
the ministers of that body ; but the conduct of some 
of them had been SMcft, that he could ne^ er be wil- 
ling to hear them preach again. 

They immediately proceeded on tfeeir return; 
. but had not gone far before evening overtook them» 
and they put up for the night. -The extraordinary 
transactions which they had witnessed caused the 
deacon continually to converse on the subject, ex? 
pressing his amazement, until late bed time, and 
even nffer they had retired for rest. The next 
morning he resumed the subject, and it was almost 
his constant theme, during the following day and 
evening ; nor did it seem as if he could banish it 
irom his mind one moment. 

On my interview with deacon Seymour, on the 
receipt of this information, he observed, thatitwa» 
impossible for him to describe his feei^lgs. He 
had long been acquainted with the members of that 
body, had often been a member with them in ec- 
clesiastical councils, and bad expected the strictest 
propriety and candour in their proceedings. But 
in this he had been greatly disappointed. He in- 
formed me that for some weeks, his emotions were 
indescribahle^ and he was lead to doubt, whether 
Ihere could be an honest man upon the earth. The 
words of the wise man appeared to be singularly 
emphatical, '^ that man in his best estate, was alto- 
gether vanity." And divine truth seemed to be of 
forcible application, " that there is none righteous, 
no not one. There is none that understandeth, 
there is none that cieeketh aftejr God« They ar^ 
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come unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, 
no, i|ot ofie*. Their throat i^ «n open sepulchre ; 
^wijli Hkfih tg^gv^ th^J l^ave ippi^d ^^is^it; tl)e poi* 
stW of sispa is v^er ttieii* |ipph WhocK? moytP » 
fi|U of cursipg jinci l)iaernes«; their f^et ai!ie swift 
tp ^he.d bl9o4 ; iej^tMWtlQn and q^is^y 9J}e iq t^^ 
wfty # ; anid the way of peape hay« tfe^y fipt l^pQwn ; 
IhiSfe is up fea^ of God l>ej[ore their eye^.^^ 

Hayiqg procured the foregping affidavits, | fofm 

^^ter read them in the h^ariqg of p^sop Jlotpfikin, 
aqd in4|uired of him. qrh^th^i' thiey if ^re correel. 
He repUed, the li^poqentii were favoured \f ith e^- 

, cM^t metnorie^. As Af r. flpt^hkiq had j^efpue 

\4oG^iiiQd sayjqgany thing relative t^ the tre^imm^ 
he h^d receive^ fri^a the ussociajtion, or giyi#g mty 
opmign, in jaqy forqi, respi^cting their p|-Q6e^$ingf , 
I requested of him to inform me whether he should 
feel it to be his duty to confirm the statements? 
He signified that they were true. 

In the monlh of Januj^ry followiifg, when a num- 
ber of clergymen were assembled in Greenville, 
and the foregoing affidavits were read, the Rev. 
Mr. Hotchkin wa9 calleid upon to testify, whether 

. these affidavits were correct? He replied, that he 
considered them to be correct, tie added, that 
not haying be^m accommodaied with a pen «od ink 
until the evening of the jBjst dfiy <tf the trial, ha 
then endeavoured to note down what he could re" 
collect; many particulars of which, he found in 
bis ^iuMteSf corresponding with the affidavits ; and 

_ others were recoiled io his remembrance by be- 

.ing repeated* 

By the JElev. Mr. Hotcfakiq, on his return from 
Gprnw^aU, I received a lettei* from Df. Calhooq, 
who had been eiqployed as a magistrate, to qualify 
. their .witnesses, on the first day of the trial, but 
.withheld his atiejidaqce on the second day, as the 
.«K:ene was top disgusting to witness. 
18* 
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The foBowiog is an extract of hk l^ter, dmted^ 

« Cornwdl, Aug. l»ft, ISlf. 
** I atteaded yesterday on your tx parte trial, 
and am not disappointed in the mode pnrsued, nor 
shall I be at all disappointed in the rtmli ; for i 

Slainly forestt a determination to convict. Nor 
o I thinkt had you the eloquence of a ShermiBOi, 
it could avail any thing. I am more and more 
convinced of the propriety of my former express 
sions, that ecclesiastical courts are, of all tribunals, 
the most exceptionable, and the most under the 
control of prejudice. Biit as you wiU have moee 
full detail by Mr. H. I shall ^say no more, only, 
Mr. Swan testified nobly for himself; and at times 
usiiumed the attitude of attorney, advocate, -wik- 
ness, and accuser; all in accordance with his keh 
itogs, I presume*'' 



SECTION V. 

The following certified copj of tte doings of 
the association was transmitted to me, from their 
register, by Mr. Hotchkin. 

" At an adjourned meeting of the nofth associa- 
tion of Litchfield countj, holden at the south meet- 
iB*g house in Cornwall, on Tuesday the 12th day of 
August, 1817, — Present: Rev. Messrs. Samuel J. 
Mills, Peter Starr, Alexander Gillet, Jeremiah 
Hallock, David L. Perry, Timothy Stone, Pitkin 
Cowles, 'Charles Prentice, James Beach, Joseph 
Harvey, A^a Blair, Ralph Emerson. Mr. Starr, 
the moderator, opened the meeting with prajer. 
The association proceeded to ca)l up the business, 
. when it iippeared there was a complaint before them 
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feom the Ber* Vh* Be^eb, agidtist tbe Her. Daniel 
i^jB-ker, a member of tbe association, now residing 
in tbe state of New-Tork, — which nomplaint is on 
file. 

<< The Rey. Beriah Hotdbkin appeared^ and rt* 
quested to be heard, as counsel for Mr. Parker* 
The association unanimotisly voted to admit Mr* 
Hotchkin as counsel for Mr. Parker in this trial* 

" A communication was than read from Mr. Par- 
ker, requesting, that as he could not be personally 
present in this place without exposing himself to 
arrest aiid imprisonment; -the assotiation would ap- \ 
point four of their body to unite with four minis* 
terB in the state of New-Totk, to try his cause in 
thai state. The association unanimously decided^ 
that it is inconsistent) and impracticalMe, for them 
to commit a subject of this nature, to a committee 
of their body, much more, to members of other 
bodies. 

^^ Mr. Parker, by his counsel, then made a re« 
i|uest that the association would adjourn to some 
}place in the state of New^York to try the com- 
plaint. 

<^ The association unanimously decided, that 
they could not consistently accede to this proposaF. 
' « The Rev, Mr. Hotehkin then decfared, that 
his powers as counsel for Mr. Parker, extended no 
further, that Mr. Parker had given him orders to 
make no defence at this time and place, and io en- 
ter a protest against the association's proceeding to 
try the case, and also to give the association io un- 
derstand, that if they proceeded to investigate and 
decide against him, he should publish a statement 
to the world in his own vindication* 

** Tbe association then proceeded to an invest^* 
gation of the case before them. Several witness^ 
es being sworn, gave their testimony. Documents 
were read, and a report of a committee of invest!* 
^tion appointed at a former meeting of the ass<^ 
ciati(m was heard% ^ 
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. «^ Bef^ niitMiNifBiwedi Gt^i nt ftf wqoit of 
filr. PiwrWs of whsm^ de^^tm Ab^ Woodwarcl 9ff 
y««ped rad gave his testioKnij^ . . 

** After hearing all the witnesses present ; i}u^ 
wsociatioa feeling that they are ll|9 proper and 
ponstitpted board to trj their own members, 8n4 
hftTiBg evidence that the regular sftep» prescribed 
by. the gospel hiv^ bew.didy taheo, and that Mr. 
Pairjter has been duly cited to appear before the as- 
•ociatiaB at this ti»e and place ; afier uniting Ia 
yrayer for divine wisdom and guidan^Qi ca^oe i» 
' Ihe foUowicg remU, (vie.) 
. << The association are vnanioioiisly of opinioa 
^at within the last two yearsi and with resp^ci to 
^oqae facts before, not previously investigated ; if 
^vuuTV of n&i Qiaiataiojng that regard for truth, and 
of not having been governed by those principles of 
Integrity, which are essential to the christian char 
racter, and especially that of a christian minister. 

" The association also feel themselves a.^rieved 
(Ml account of Mr. Parser's using a certificate of 
lus regular standing in the ministry which had pre- ' 
viously been recalled for his misconduct. 

^ After taking these things into consideration, 
ifte association unanimously deem it their duty to 
fHiapend, from henceforth, the authority of the Rev. 
JQaoiel Parker, to exercise the functions of a min- 
uter of the gospel, derived through them. And 
it is hereby suspended. 
, '^ A true copy of the mioutes on file. 

" Attest, JassPH Harvsv, 
'* Aegister of Associatioo^^' 

On perusing the above, it would seem that I sud*- 
.denly fell into a swoon, when the following train 
^reflections arose, 

j I forcibly felt, that the climax of inconsiaimo^i 
mUfugCf and oppression^ was perfect and certified 
in all its fiarts. When recovered, in soj^q spoiall 
degree, from the chilling shock, J se^ime^ to lopk 
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dlownYipon tbe authors ftnd abettors of ^tiheTecdiit 
slaughter with pitjff and yet with mingled emotioov 
"of gritf ernd horror! It would geem that thert 
were discoverable among their group, several, emi» 
nent for their piety and virtue, who occasionaUy 
looked back upon the battle grotmd^ and in faint 
and faultering accents sighed out, while the teart 
gently flowed from their weeping eyes,*^* I do'nt 
know that we did right, I did not then feel clear m 
it;" yet we were impelled on by those who would 
not be restrained from striking the fatal blow. H 
is possible we were not sensible of their real o6« 
jects and intentwns. Their arguments were plot^ 
sible; their words were honied; the enormoiw 
crimes alleged were shocking; but they wer# 
managed with distinguished skill ; and there wort 
witnesses ready and cheerful to testify in favour of 
many of the heinous charges which were adv-an- 
ced. Although tve meant right; yet havings, In 
«ome measure, resigned the reins to those who 
were yotinger, or more vigorous to defend our 
rights, we did not consult, so extensively, ibe Mh 
ture and manner,- of operations^ having reposed 
full confidence in our leaders. 

In another quarter I seemed to discover tbo 
leadersy asfO^mbled together in cel€bra:Hon of their 
joyful conquest t their hands still reeking with 
blood, and their gartnents of a crimson hue* 
They appeared to announce their joy with heartfdt 
satisfaction, and seemingly to exult, that the fatal 
die was cast, and their anxious minds temporarilg 
relieved ! Envy and vengeance were satiated, and 
^^ proscription consummated. They seemed 4t 
say, the terror of our peace, and the object of ouip 
envy is gone ! We have entombed him, and be can 
rise no more ! Hush, now, our anxious throbbing^ 
bosoms ! We are safe from detection ! We aro 
secure in our awful enormities, which have continu- 
ally haunted us " in the house and by the way> 
when we lay down, and when we rojse jjpi** wheu 
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we unblushingljr entered the consecrated desk, and 
denounced the judgments of heaven agarnst ** liars^ 
murdererSi slanderers^ backbiters^ inventers of 
wil things^ the despiteful andmo/igTtanf/' and sock 
as indulge in " deceit^ dishonesty^ oppression^ and 
every evil fvork /" Long have our anxious souls 
been wrung with torture^ and wrapt in agony* 
Now take your " ease, eat, drink, and be merry P* 
No terrors or alarms can assail u» moref Our 
most sanguinary hopes have been surpassed, by 
the success of our subtle intrigues and niatchl^s 
skill, to bring over to our views the truly pious and 
unstispecting of our number^ Having secured 
their compliance, although by the vilest mea^sureSf^ 
we feel safe from detection. We are a great and 
powerful body, and none can expect successfully 
to call us to an account. We look with contempt 
at the relentings of Judas; and 'we wiU never so. 
demean ourselves, as to acknowledge our ir^eriour 
guilt, or permit the gnawings of the worm that 
Btever dies to betray our wickednessr We knew that, 
the charges which we caused to be exhibited, wer^ 
without the shadow of foundation^M We knew they 
could not stand the test of an honest examination a 
single moment. We were therefore under the ne- 
cessity of fixing on a timet and place, when and 
where we knew the respondent could not attend^ ia 
order to ensure our success. We were furthermore 
obliged to urge the violation of all mles, civil, sa- 
cred, and human, and adopt the grossest inconsis* 
fencies, in order to our speedy and successful issue. 
And yet, to accomplish onr wishes, all our hopes 
and dependence, even in an ex parte trial, were up- 
on per/tired witnesses, with whom we were remark- 
ably privileged. Rejoice, O our souls, for the dead 
can no more rise to advocate or ^maintain their in- 
jured rights ! 

We have persecuted several of our numbe)* who 
Would not finite with us, in our first attempts, tode- 
|troy the enemy of our repose. Lest our attefli|it% 
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vliQnId profe too holdf and fherebj expose us fo 
ietectiofiy haviDg subjected them to awe, we hazard- 
ed a second effort^ without cause or provocatioHf 
being fuUj persuaded l>ur former opponents would 
not dare to make further resistance to the accom- 
plishment of our designs. Thus our prowess and 
deception h^ye accomplished wonders^ of which 
the most desperate could not have reasonablj in-r 
bulged the ieast expectation^ and we have discom- 
fited all those, whose piety and integritj presented 
insuperable obstacles to the' prosecution of our 
wlsiuss. 

In the full view of these apparent exclamations, I 
iMsemed to recover, in a great degree, from the reve- 
rie into which I had been suddenly precipitated by 
such an unparalelled eooplosion ; and while the smolce 
and dust were yet seemingly suffocating to vital 
respiration, I discovered that the animal functions 
had not ceased to fulfil their oflSces. On further 
^mmiaation, although the explosion had been re- 
markably loudy the echo shrill, and the shock truly 
appalling:, it did not appear that any of the ossicu- 
lar system had received any material mjury. Re- 
luming courage, that I might still resuscitate, al- 
though tmdical skill did not appear immediately 
to lend its salutsury aid, and many of my professed 
friends had seemed to have abandoned me to my 
fate, yet the struggles of nature powerfully re^as* 
nerted their rights, and appeared to indicate return- 
ing life and vigour. 

Having, in seme degree^ recovered the wonted 
powers of my mind, and finding the attested copy 
of the association still before me, I feel it to be in- 
cumbent to examine more carefully into its nature 
and contents. 

On a reperusal of this attested copy, I seem to 
discover many singularities^ of such a nature, as I 
bad never before witnessed in any trial. I do not 
recollect ever . to have seen before a res^uli of an \ 
eocli^stical court, without a particular reference ^ 
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to tli« ^et^eml OfM<iIiM of oh0r^ eoDtained' is IJto 
complaint. It has ever been the case, in every 
ether instance, no far as flij knowledge ^s exteodt^ 
•d, either to pronounce the artiele of charge sup- 
ported by epidencej or the contrarjf^ thst the delirH 
euent might know on fvha4 grounds he was eoi^ 
iemned or acquitted by his judges. Thie appears 
to have been a custom universally adopted in CMfil 
as well as eccleaiaetical courts, in alt civUised^ami 
froiestcurd countries. Blit it must be acknowkdg- 
•d there is an exc^Honm the present instance. 

Will it be urged, that & place was selected for the 
introduction and prosecution of the wishes of the 
a/^hors and abettors, which was congenial with 
the nature and design of the objects infenderf to be 
accomplished? Or> must not charity powerfully 
urge the apology^ that having casually assemUed 
on ground devoted to the eivilieatton and refine^ 
ment o( the heathen, and having once^ inhale -the 
air of that sable section, they had become ins^nri^ 
tie, as if by a Lethean^ drawg-W, to the former refine* 
ments which they had derived from the Uesdiap 
of civilization and Christianity, and thus mpefcep* 
Itft/y plunged into this^ gross barbarism.^ If-thii^ 
apology is not admitted, must not <jA«n<y be wholly 
effaced 9 aqd the authors and abettors of the proSe<5Uti* 
on be acknowledged to be entirely undei^ the influence 
of sinister motives and designs ? Candour and- dfK 
ty, it must be readily acknowledged, bad the mmd^ 
been uncontaminatcd^ would have influenced thett 
to have taken up their articles of charge i7»dt>t€ii{- 
allyy and have frankly said of each cha?rge, that II 
was supported or not by the evidence before them. 

Had there been- a solitary article of charge^ 
which they had conscientiously considered to hav^e 
been supported by evidence, would they have^^ha- 
med their result in the manner they did? WouW 
they haveomi/fed to make mention of a cftarg^e 
thus supported by evidence, as a reasonable (o\m* 
dation on which to ground their censure ? Roasoir 
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aiid'GoniiiMMi seiiie w^I bear teituQonjr, that the vi-, 
rulence and ieatimonjf of some of the active mem- 
bers^ which haye already been proved, bj incontro-' 
K^ertible tegtimoRjr, would have led them to grasp . 
witfi eageraesa at the leaat tissue of testimony y 
whieh. wottld have been even plausible^ on which to 
found their vote of censure. I will cheerfully ha- 
ZiMr4 the assertion, that their testimony was insuffi-* 
(i^leMt6 satisfy th^ir own minds, and therefore they 
dwrsi not ground their censure on any article of. 
chargei lefit it should expose them in a still more re- 
prehensibie manner. The evasion in framing this 
mporty I think clearly proves this &ct. Indeed,. 
ihey had but one witness, to the support of any 
ofcarge ; and the suggestion of perjury in the testi- 
mony given before them, was even a subject of con-' 
perflation, or altercation among themselves^ before^ 
they proceeded to pass their vote of censure.* 
Hence with aeone, at leaat, ignorance could not be^ 
pieaid in ejLtenoation of the act. What other infe- 
rence, therefore, can be derived, respecting this 
point, than this plain truth, which has already been . 
<^arly atteisted, I^y those who witnessed but even 
a amaii portion of their proceedings, that it was ob-. 
vions. they, (meaning the active partisans, whose in-' 
flwnce controlled the unsuspecting by their zeal and 
efiorts) were determined *' to condemn me at any 
rate.^^ And who were the active i^iembers in this 
and the former persecution ? If confined to the 
members of that body, we shall see, eminently con- 
spicu,&us among their number, Messrs. Perry^ 
^lone^ and Harvey ; and aidijog and assisting with 
a liberal hand, Messrs. Starr j Prmtice^ and Blair • 
Reader, retrace their whole procedure, as has ap- 
peared by ample testimony from the commence- 
ment of theii* operations, and I cheerfully submit to 
your own judgment the obvious reasons for this de» 
cision. 

If we take notice of particulars m the altest- 
€d^ COft/t' it is elearly apparent that all aie sha? 
19 
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ped to the aecomplishmmt of tbis tmexampled 
result. 

In the first place, of the members who compo- 
sed the board, we find all the virulent^ active partu 
sans wee jnresent, and but (Aree who have not al- 
ready been distinguished in the preceding state- 
ment, as actively engaged to procure my crimina- 
tion, viz. Messrs. Mills, Cowles, and Emerson. 
The last is a member who has been united witli 
the association since my removal from Connecttcnt, 
with whom I have not the least personal acquaint- 
ance. Messrs. Mills and Cowles were apposed to 
their result, one of whom had been employed as a 
second, by the appointment of the body, to witness 
the forms of taking the nominally prescribed rules 
«f the gospel, in order to bring me before them for 
condemnation f although he h%s repeatedly made 
Ae declaration^ that he was convinced^ from the 
documents which I was enabled to exhibit at the 
time the charges were preferredy (of which I had 
not ihe least previous knowledge,) that there was 
no f[mndati4in for either of their charges ; and that 
lie left Oreeneville at that time, fully determined 
to of^pose their attempts to criminate me on the 
charges aHeged^ The other member, viz. the 
Rev. Mr. Mills, had, by various exertions, been ti|- 
Jlumced tp unite in the combination^ but had the 
independence ip declare, that he did not doti&^ but 
I should be able, were J indulged with the privi- 
lege, to remove their. numerQus and flagrant asper- 
sions. Yet by compulsorp measures, the two UU- 
ter were brought to finite in the vote of censure ; 
the one,, as he has declared to me, for the sole pur- 

J'ose of procuring the opportunity of my being 
eard in defence immediately after, which, as he 
supposed, would otherwise have been wholly prB' 
cludedy but which has since been refused ; the 4>#i- 
er has since declared ^' that they had cut my 
throaty that he <lid not then know or feel clear in 
Jty nor had he ^nc€, but they seemed determin&i 
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to take that course*" Hence this particolar in 
clearly resolved. 

Their minutes then state, that ** the association 
unanimously voted to admit Mr. Hotchkin as cotiii- 
sel for Mr. Parker in this trial." 

This perversion is singular, as I had employed 
Mr. Hotchkin merely as an ageni^ for the purpose 
of negotiating ah opportunity for attendance in 
person, in my defence, as was cleaily exhibited in 
my communications. 

They then observe, in relation to my request 
that they would appoint four of their members to 
Minite with /owr ministers in the state of New- York, 
to investigate and decide upon the subjects of in- 
quiry, that '* the association unanimotisly decided^ 
that it is inconsistent and impracticable fo» them 
to commit a subject of this nature to a commiltee 
of the body, much more to members of other bo- 
dies." 

Why this unwQIingness ^ to commit a subject of 
this nature to a committee,^** It would be neither 
new nor unprecedented^ but in accordance widi 
common usages. Were these prosecutors fearful 
that they should not be appointed on this commit- 
tee, and therefore could not fulfil their pledgeB^ 
" that they would act in my trialj^* and thus fail 
of gratifying the native propensity of their feelings, 
by giving their vote against me? And did they 
dso entertain fears, that those who were not par- 
ticular members of their body, (a circumstance 
which in former cases they had uniformly acced- 
ed to,) would act disinterestedly J and possibly their 
feelings might not be gratified in. their decision? 
and therefore, for the purpose of being sure to con- 
demn, they would claim their awn exclusive right 
to pass the vote of censure ? 

But who were these objectors ? The ajfidavits 
have, doubtless, sufiScient)y exhibited. Some, it 
would seem, who had long before been served with 
copies of complaints, for grossly unchristian coc^ 
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duct, but liad evaded a trial, by a hasty nlieratioft 
of their constitution ; and others^ no doubts who 
'were in constant/ear> on their own account, as well 
as for some of their associates. Thus, the rejec- 
tion of this request must doubtless have been cor^ 
dial with many. 

" Mr. Parker, by his counsel^ then made a re* 
quest, that the association would adjourn to some 
place in the state of New-Yoric to try the com- 
plain t« The association unailimously decided that 
they could not consistently accede to this propo^ 
sal.'* 

This is indeed flagrant, if I have received cor- 
rect impressions from Mr. Beach, whom I under* 
stood to say, when at Greenville, that the body had 
agreed, at msir preceding session, if I could not 
consistently come over the line to attend the trial, 
but would send a request to them to adjourn to a 
future time, and come over the line, it should be 
granted. He moreover added, just before he left 
my house, " that he would use his utmost efforts^ 
that such a request should be granted.^^ I leave 
it wilh the reader to reconcile these pledges with 
their attested decision. It will be noticed that the 
attested minutes of their register declare Mr. 
Beach to have been in this vote; and as he had 
been their agents iliey were bound to ratify his 
pled (res. 

" The Rev. Mr. Hotchkin then declared that his 
power, as counsel for Mr. Parker, extended no fur- 
ther; that Mr. Parker had given him orders to 
make no defence at this time and place, and to en- 
ter a protest against the association's proceeding to 
try the case, and also to give the association to un- 
derstand, that if they proceeded to investigate and 
decide against him, he should publish a statement • 
to the world in his own vindication." 

It will be clearly recollected, with what con- 
fempt^ or disdain, this last communication was re- 
ceived; nor can the highly abusive treatment. 
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wltic4 Mr. Hotcfakin received, from some of tile 
members, at the time of his making these verbal 
communications, be easily erased from the mind. 

*' The association then proceeded to an investi- 
gation of the case before them. Several witnesses 
being sworn, gave their tes(in(ony." 

How did they proceed to an investigation? 
Was it not by publishing, that those who were con- 
sidered as my witnesses they should have no need 
to call upon, that they only wished to find "witness- 
es t0 testify against me ? Can such a procedure 
be called an investigation,^ Is it a candid and 
christian investigation? Would it not have been 
suitable for them to have surveyed (he place where 
they held their session, and have endeavoured to 
ascertain whether they had not *^ put darkness for 
light, and bitter for sweet V^ 

" Documents were read, and a report of a com*- 
mil tee of investigation appointed at a former meet* 
ing of the association was heard." 

Who was this committee, and what was the re- 
port? Was it the domestic committee, viz. Messrs* 
Oillet and Hallock, who had been from Cornwall to 
Sharon town^ occasionally calling from house to 
house, and inquiring whether the occupants could 
not say some^iiing* against me? And when they 
' replied they could not, the inquiry was made 
whether they could not, by close reflection, say 
something which wouid operate against me ? Did 
they comprehend, in this report, the plaintive sto- 
ry of D. St. John, how he had been unexpectedly 
deprived of his property and reduced to beggary 
by my statement? If such were the documents 
and report, let an imparYiai mind'draw its own in- 
ferences. It must be clearly obvious, that this 
was a part of their " investigation." 

" Several w;itnesses were cited at the request di 
Mr. Parker, of whom deacon Abel Woodward ap- 
peared and gave his testimony," 
19* 
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. Who Cited these witnesses? Mr. PhHo SwiS. 
Is he a magistrate or clergyman ? Neither* Did jE 
request him to cite them ? I surely did not. Who 
is he? The same man who had Iwiee testified off* 
der the solemnity of an^ oath, contrary to &ct9» 
and to whom I had addressed a request, that he 
woMld redress me for his untruths. Was he eancdk^ 
ling my demand on him by his faithful labours ? 

Why do their minutes assert " that several wkr 
nesses were cited at the request of Mr. Parker," 
and signify that deacon Woodward only attend- 
ed t Why did they not mention that deacon 9ey~ 
mour and Mr. Norton attended? Did -they not 
know they were there ? If not, they will undoubt* 
ediy have known it hereafter. Why were they not 
called upon io testify in the " investigation ?'* 
They state, they had no opportunity to testify, and 
it was communicated to them, that witnesses on 
my part would not be needed, as their object was 
to admit witnesses only who would testify against 
me. Does not the expression, therefore, seem to 
have been designed as a veil to cover hypocrisy K 
As they pronounced those who were called my^ 
witnesses to be released at the commencement of 
the trial, I cannot possibly account for the insinua- 
tion that there were witnesses at the trial, who tes« 
tified in my behalf 

It is signified that deacon Woodward appeared 
for the purpose of testifying as my witness. Why 
not state the whole of the facts, as he and others 
hzY^ deeliared to me, viz. that they called on him 
evidently with a design to have him criminate me, 
by testifying that I had removed from Connecticut 
an unreasonable quantity of household furniture? 
. When his testimony could not gratify the desires 
W the prosecutors, why did they not, like honest 
men, put inquiries to him, as they pronounce him.. 
my witness, relative to facts, which would go to ex- 
Ctt2pa(€ me from some of their charges, of which he 
was possmed. But, ap far as I have been infoeos^ 
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%mi Dr. Calhoon was present, wfaetner he had 
been summoned by Mr. Swift, or not, I hare no 
Icnowtedge ; yet I had referred Mr. Seacfc to him» 
as an important witness, and bad derived the idea 
of a promisty that he should be conversed nrtfft, 
and h^ was eten emplojed by the body, as a ma* 
gistrate, to qualify their witnesses, when the im^ 

{ertant article of charge was* on frial^ of which he 
ad then knowledge of the facts. Why did they not 
<^I on him, in their *^ investigation," or search for 
firath, as their declaration impUes? The whole pro* 
eedure clearly di^eai^ Itself, and plainly discovers 
the real objects. • 

^ After hearing all the witnesses present.'' How 
is this ? Had any bnt deacon Wocdward, agreea- 
bly to their own record, been called upon to test^ 
t'f of those whom they called my witnesses? Mr. 
wift had cited a numner, some of whom did assu^ 
redly attend, besides deacon Woodward, but were 
Mi;^r called upon by them to testify. How thm 
ire we to understand this expression, " after hear^ 
ing all the foitnesses present^^* in connection with 
the last sentence, *^ sererar witnesses were cited at 
the request of Mt* Parker, of whom deacon Abel 
Woodward appeared and gave in his testimony." 
Let the reader reconcile this difficulty to his ovta 
satisfaction. 

" The association feelmg that they are the pro* 
per and constituted board to try their own mem* 
bers." 

What could have t>riginated this suggestion res- 
pecting their inherent rights, unless conscience had 
pressed hard upon them? Indeed, why do they 
claim, exclusively to themselves, this prerogative, 
unless from an apprehension that no others .could 
be found, who would have proceeded to pass sen^ 
ience, as they had already been determined upon. 

'^ And having evidence that the regular stepf 
prescribed by the gospel Irare been duly taken> 



y Google 



and that Mr. Parker has been duljr cited to appear 
before the association at this time and place.^* ^ 
. Here are apparent alarms exhibited, lest it 
might be supposed they were proceedipg prema- 
furelyt ^d there might be a design to repel the sus- 
picion. I apprehend their alarms are well ground;- 
^d; and I tw^ the burden updn myself to .prove, 
on their own argument, they were in reality pro- 
ceeding prematurely^ 

They have already assorted, *^ that they have 
evidence that the regular steps have beep duly ta- 
ken, prescribed in the gospel, and that I have 
been duly cUed to appear before them at that iimt 
and place.'' ' . 

It will be recollected that the, affidavits of dea- 
con Seymour, and Mr* Norton, attest, and the same 
fact I shall hereafter exhibit, from their moderator's 
letler afterwards addressed to me, that one power- 
ful and conclusive argument for rejecting my seo 
ond communication, sent by Mr* Hotchkin, re- 
questing them to come over the line^ was, that they 
could not as a body act legally out of. their limitSf 
'and especially, out of the state; and therefore 
what they should do in that case would not be bind- 
ing* Is a part of a thing greater than the whole? 
If not, CQuld that body delegate a committee from 
their number to come over into this state to take 
X\xt first and second steps, and here cite me, ^^ in 
the name and behalf^^ of their association, to ap- 
pear before them in Connecticut^ when their whole 
oody^ if they were to come over the line, could 
not act legally^ because they would be out of their 
LIMITS ? Their excuse and argument were, for re- 
jecting my request, that they coiiW not act legal- 
ly ^ if their body came over the line* Then, could 
their committee who were but a. part^ act legally 
in taking the steps^ and citing me to attend before 
them? Did they not lose their powers the mo^ 
ment they crossed the line, by exceeding the Ipn-^ 
its of their jurisdiction ? 



y Google 



Sl7 

On their oibn argumenif therefore, I liarre nkiHt 
been legally called upon bj them ; consequently 
ail their proceedhigB are not only invalid^ bqt 
grossly criminal. It is, hence, clearly apparent^ 
that there was abtmdant cause for alarms ; and it 
seems reasonable to suppose, that the sentence was 
framed for the purf>ose of deceiving others, mplan^ 
sihly suggesting their haviiig complied with the gos- 
pel rales, as a complete jusiijicaiion for them to 
alrike a fatal hlow^ when their ow^n argument rf«- 
tlared the contrary, and condemned themselves in 
the very aei. Who will not weep over them ? 

I pass over the next sentence, lest reyilers and 
scofiers should have too much reason to triumph* 

^* The association are unanimously of opinion, 
that within the last two years, and with respect i6 
some facts before, not previously investigated, is 
g^tUy of not maintaining that regard for truth, arfd 
of not having been governed by those principles of 
integrity which are essential to the christian charac- 
t" and especially that of a christian minister." 

I know not the meaning intended to be conveyed 
in this paragraph. Whether duplicity was de- 
signed in framing it, I know not. It would be ex- 
pected their object was to pronounce sentence 
against me. But there is nothing of this kind in 
the sentence. It is possible there was an intention 
to rally under false colours, although they after- 
wards proceed to withdraw the clerical powers 
which 1 had derived through them ; and that, as ap- 
pears, after having pronounced themselves to he 
gtiilty: They assert, " the associatioti are unani- 
mously of opinion, that within the last two years, 
and with respect to some facts before, not previous- 
ly investigated, is guilty, <&c." Who is guilty ? 
The association is the only agent or nominative, 
which 18 introduced into the scnfence; consequent- 
ly the plain inference is, that guilt is predicated of 
the association, for no other agent is named. Af- 
tbough/aci» clearly testify, that such a sentence ip 



y Google 



218 ^ 

distingimhiiiglj apijKcable to many of their lum- 
bers, under all the circumstances which they sped^ 
fy ; yet it is extraordinary^ that they should have 
framed their result in this manner, when professed- 
ly sitting in judgment upon another, unless, by a 
eonvMion of conscience, they viewed their case 
analogous to that of the " guilty judge." And yet 
it seems that it can be no mistake in the attested co- 
py, as it appears to have been written as was £n- 
tended by the scribe. It is clearly visible, ^h'ere 
the words " is guilty*^ are inserted, there had been 
an erasure^ which discovers that it was differently 
written in the first place, and then altered iov the 
purpose of having it correct ; and it is attested by 
the register as a true copy of the minutes on file; 
If so, then their own records testify , that the asse- 
ciation pronounced itself to be guilty of not main- 
taining that regard for truth, and of not having been 
governed by those principles of« integrity, which 
are essential to the christian character^ aQ.d euae- 
cially that of a christian minister.** ^ 

The propriety of this, as a fact, with resect tb 
some of the members, I shodld doubt. W.ith re- 
spect to others, I have not the least hesitation. 

" The association also feel themselves aggriev- 
ed on account of Mr. Parker's using a certificate of 
his regular standing in the ministry, which had 
previously been recalled for his misconduct.^* 

Language is incompetent to a description of the' 
flagrant injustice and iniquity which t&is short sen- 
tence discloses. In the first place, how came the 
subject before them, and by what authority could 
they proceed at that time, even to a^t upon it, when 
the first intelligence I had received respecting it, 
was contained in the attested copy of their doings? 
Had there been the least foundation for such a 
charge and censurCf the scriptures direct, as a pre- 
paratory step, " Go and tell thy brother his fault 
between thee and him alone* If he will not hear 
fliee, then take with thee one or two more." If he 
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Btiil refiiBe, ^< telt it to the cbarcli.'^ Not tbe Ua$t 
compliance with this direction had been attempted. 
The^r^^ step was ptibticl^ to introduce it^ and as 
fublicly to pass a censure. This, however, was ' 
not the only instance in which (hey then permitted 
mhjects to be- exhibited before them, of which I had 
not the least previous knowledge, either bj infor" 
mation or fati^ as if, under any pretext whatever^ 
they were determined to inflict a censure* St. Do- 
minic would evidently have blushed at such a pro- 
cedure, 

' But, seconcQy, there was not a shadow of foun- 
dation for such an aspersion and censure* By re^^ 
currbgto the 98th and 99th pages, the reader will 
see all the credentials which I ever received from 
that body, of my ministerial standing, together 
with the letter from the committee of certification, 
which accompanied the £a«t certificate. The let- 
ter states how and by whom the last certificate was 
dictated.*^ The Rev. Mr. Mills furthermore inform- 
ed a respectable clergyman, the September follow- 
ing the date of his letter and certificate, that Mr.. 
Beecher drafted the last certificate, and ordered 
htm to copy and send it on to me, which he faithful- 
ly performed. Yet it will be noticed that my last 
certificate certifies my regular standing in the mi- 
nistry equally with the first, although it was thus 
drafted by a person who was not a member of the 
same association, 9LQd ordered to be copied and sent 
on to me. Hence it was impossible for me to exhi- 
bit any other certificate, than that of my regular 
standing in the ministry ; and yet, for the use of it;, 
I was censured. They assert, " the association 
feel themselves aggrieved, on account of Mr. Par- 
ker^s using a certificate of his regular standing in 
the ipinistry.'^ This was, no doubt, a cordial de- 
claration of the real wishes of those, who had used 
their utmost efforts long before, but without success^ 
and had agaiin renen/ed their exertions to asperse 
my reputation, and cast a reproach on me, with the 
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cheering ftbpe, tHit the d«fei&tioft and punishment of 
thfeir dww tmqtifWc* mtght thereby be avoided^ 
Does it indeed sefera possible to reconcile this d«- * 
cbratioti of theirs^ -^ith kmitst intenttona ? And ia 
it not evidentif calmlaiedf if not des^ntd^ to re-- 
preselit to the i&orldi that I had, in» a mjmna{ 
manneir, made net of a certificate of my ftgdtw. 
standing in the ministry, to whibh I was not jmtlg 
entifledy and tfans to asftrie my reptttAtbn by ikt 
vile act of AandtT. 

They then add, as an appendage to the laat seoi- 
tence, " which Had been previously fecnlUd for his 
miBconduei.** This declaration cannot be recdn^ 
died with facts, and must have been well undei> 
stood, sit least by sortie Of the mbthbers, at that time. 
When were my credentials of ray regular standing: 
in the ministry ^^ recalled*^ by sny r^olnticn or dt- 
rtction oF the association^, before th«y proceeded to 
pass the Vote of censiire, when they were aasem* 
bted on heathen premises? Never. I tballeng^v 
them 1o prodijce a s^liUery trace of It. When did 
they direct Mr. Mills, their cor6mit*ee of certifies^ 
tion, lo do it? Never. Why dtd Mr; Mills^ writfc 
me a letter, hiylng an " embargo"* on the first cer- 
tificate ? He has expressly declared, that it was oc- 
casioned by the mandate of -Mr. Beecher^ of course 
it was done without the leAst knowledge of the: as- 
sociation. Nor were the assoctation iogeiker BJgniA 
until more than two months afterwards, and it waa 
not even then ndificd by them, or ever after, uqHI 
they passed the ceiisun^. But what -accbnipaaied 
this letter ? Jnoiher certificate, aitfaough drafted by- 
Mr. Beecher^ who is well known very commonly to 
have been " a biis^ body in oHier mens' mo^^ra," 
but which certificate certified as the former did, 
" that I was a minister of the gospel in regulur 

r*\ have iis^d the m)rd ** embargo,** in athislon ^o the 
tecbaieat fonn tn which the Rev. IV]i\ Mills was pleased to 
introduce it in his letter, which accoinpauied my second cer- 
tificate. ' ' , . ^ . ^ 
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Will ^ey plead that this certificate 
fcftd been ^ embargoed ? (f not, the asfitertion in 
iSBtirelj nnfeundtdf that a certificate of my regular 
standing in the ministry has ever been " recalled ?" 

Bnt ^e ground alleged for " recalling*^ the cer- 
ttficate, is for *< misconduct.** This is a most Aet- 
noiia BkmdeTj predicated upon gross falsehoods, 
as the certificates and their, own records will testis 
/y. Is it posstfefle for their records to show theiea^t 
trace of such factsj when they were ignorant fop 
ifm>nthSi and some of them, probably, for years af- 
ter Mr* Beecfter had dictated to Mr. Mills on this 
subject, and that without the slightest oufAortfy or 
'Cmtae ; and when he was himself constrained to 
^wiify my •* regtAar standing/' which it is obviouft 
be ^on\A gladly have avoided^ could he have fra- 
med the Mghtest pretext for ** misctmdud.** 

What was the " misconduct ?" Had any article 
of charge against me ever been supported (eveo 
with all the active exertions which had been ren- 
<dered by certain individuals) which had been ex- 
hibited before them ? There is no such thing, and 
I cheerfully appeal to their records for proof • 
'Can it be reasonable to suppose that any act of Mr. 
Seeeher's could authorise the declaration, even 
liad the association regarded it as a papal mandate^ 
when he had'eac}9re«8% declared, probably not two 
-days before he wrote the certificc^e^ which he or-- 
idered Mr. Mills to forward to me, that ^* there was 
nothing for which th«y could censure me /'' Thus 
in every view the declaration is fraught with insupe-- 
vable d'^culties. It clearly implies a violation of 
-truth in several* particulars, it involves the guilt of 
slander in a very aggravating manner, and was 
^cted upon in opeti violation of the rules of the 
gospel. 

When their Rev. moderator, Mr. Starr, was a 

few weeks after their trial at Cairo, he was inquired 

of, among others, by judge Sayre, lelative to their 

passing a <>en8ure upon me for the use of my minis- 

20 
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terial oredentialt. Mr. Star replied, that the Sev. 
Mr. Hotchkin testified before them, that I had ex- 
hibited credentials of my reg%dar standing in the 
ministry ; that they called on their committee of 
certification, the Rev. Mr. Mills, and that he 
testified that he had sent a letter laying an ^' emr 
bargo^* on my certificate. Mr. Starr added, that 
they could not do otherwise than to pass the cen* 
sure. Judge Sayre informed him that I had shown 
, them two certificates, the latter of which was, of 
the same date with the letter^ which pronounced 
an ^^embargo^^ to be laid on the firstf but which 
certified my regular standing in the ministry equal' 
ly with the first. Mr. Starr replied, Mr. Mills 
did not tell us he had sent a second certificate. 
If their own members would not state thefactSfBnA 
they would not give me an opportunity ^o be heard 
in my own drfencej how could they expect to come 
to the light of truth. Mr. Starr obserred, " th^ 
]iad doneright.^^ «• 

SoQi) after their decision, I was at Litchfield, 
jand was informed by a gentleman of high respecta- 
bility and standing, that, there was but one thing 
which the association had brought before them, 
which be considered to be worthy of notice, and 
that was my tise of my ministerial credentials in an 
improper manner. He observed, it was right that 
I should mffer some, for such an impropriety. The 
other subjects of inquiry, he observed, were mere 
" froth.** I immediately presented him with my 
credentials, and requested him to examine for him- 
self. He perused them, after which, with mnch 
apparept indignation, he recommended my publish' 
ing them in common news prints^ without delay* 
Several other gentlemen were present at the same 
time and concurred in the advice. I replied, that 
I designed to publish them, but should adopt a dif- 
ferent medium in giving them U> the public. 

Their attested copy closes in these words : << af- 
ter tiaking these things into consideration; the asso- 
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ciation unanimously deem it to be their dutjr to 
suspend, from henceforth, the authority of the Rev. 
Daniel Parker to exercise the yiinefton^ of a min- 
ister of the gospel derived through them. And it 
is hereby suspended." 

^The inquiry irresistibly arises, What things? 
Is reference had to the subject of my credentials, 
as one of the things ? If so, is there not a com- 
plete perversion of the crimmality ? Is it reason-^ 
able or honest to impose upon an innocent man the 
burdens of the guilty.^ Or, as the plural number 
is. used, viz. things, and the subject of my creden- 
HcUs would seem to imply but one, is it not ration- 
al to suppose, that their result must embrace an^ 
other, as nothing else is discoverable which would 
seem to imply censure ? But whom does the result 
pronounce to be guilty ? If their attested copy is 
correct, as the register certifies, the guilt is evi- 
dently declared to be on fftetV part tor two yearn 
or more preceding, and that for '^ not maintaining 
that regard for truth, and not having been governed 
by those principles of integrity which are essen* 
lial to the christian charactier, and especially that 
of a christian minister." This would seem to cor- 
respond with the proper penalties resulting from 
the compkiats which I had filed against some of 
their members, a little more than two years before, 
for the same cnme^ as are declared to exist, but 
which complaints were then rescued from trial by 
an unprecedented and hasty alteration of their con- 
stitution. With what principles will this proce- 
dure correspond, and in accordance with what usa^ 
ges, viz. io attempt a sudden transfer of acknow^ 
ledged guilt and detected iniquity, to another, res- 
pecting fvAom there was not the least possible 
grounds to inflict a censure, and thus to make the 
innocent a scape-goat to bear the acknowledged 
sins of many. Would not such a burden seem 
to be insupportable as well as oppressive ? And 
yet must this transfer of guilt necessarily cause te 
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J^ mperaddedf as its inseparable concomitant, a 
^^uspension of my authority to exercise the func- 
tiotis of a minister of the go&pel ? For what object 
was this aspersion inflicted? Was it not the effect 
of an unconquerable desire, to transfer the guilt of 
others, who were tremblingly alive to the dangers 
to which t|iejr vile iniquities had justly exposed 
theoi, aqd by the accomplishment of which, they 
fondly indulged the hope of escaping detection and 
punishment in this life ? 

Is it reasonable to put any other constructions 
than these on their proceedings, or minutes ? It 
will assuredly be acknowledged by all, that if a 
solitary article of charge, which had been exhibit- 
ed against me, could have been supported satisfac- 
torily to their own tnindSf even in their ex partem 
trials that they wouM have gladly availed them- 
selves of it, in framing their minutes^ favourably to 
insert their vote of censure, that it might have 
been exhibited as a plausible and reasonable foun- 
dation, on which to predicate guilt* But I pledge 
myself, that even wit]} their perjured testimony, 
which I shall shortly expose, they could not sub- 
stantiate any charge, either in point of /ad, or »uf- 
jficiently to satisfy their own minds. 

In further proof that " proscription" must ther^ 
be consummated, it may be proper to mention, that 
Mr. Beach had pledged himself to me, when at 
Greenville^ that there should be no censure pass- 
ed upon me at Cornwall, if I could not give my 
personal attendance. This pledge the Rev. Mr. 
Cowles noted down at the time, in' connexion with 
many other particulars, for the purpose of assist- 
ing his memory. Some time after the censure was 
passed upon me, Mr. Cowles made the inquiry of 
Mr. Beach, whether he had not pledged himself to 
me, that there should be no decision against me, 
if I could not attend the trial? Mr. Beach said ^^ 6e 
had not.*^ Mr. Cowles soon after recurred to his 
minutes^ and found the pledge was there entered* 
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Aft^rw^rdfu on .seeing Mr. Beacb» he informed him 
dial he had bound hioiself to me by a pledge^ and 
he had entered It upon his minutes at the time. 
Mr.. Beach replied he had forgotten it. 

What a mysterious combination of circumstan- 
ces ! Pled^eSy efforts, testimony, promises, and 
desires^ au .harmonising in the accomplishmeni 
of the " proscription,^^ and ingeniously exhibited f 
as is apparent by the attested copy of their do- 
ings! Do not truth, justice, and humanity de- 
mand that it should be ^^ delineated .^" 

The testimony of the important witnesses^ whota 
ihe association impro^ed^ will next claim attention. 
Many unpleasant truths hav6 already been related 
relative to Mri. St. John. The ca^se of truth and 
justice demand that the catalogue of bis crimes 
should be yet greatly enlarged. 

Although enough may have been already exhib- 
ited, in relation to the subject of my injuring him 
in his property, yet I deem it suitable to place the 
subject beyond the controversy of the most scep- 
tical. However his testimony may have been at 
Cornwall on this point, and his numerous declara- 
tions at other times, that he had been greatly in- 
jured by me in his property, and that I was the 
cattse of his failure, I will take the liberty to state 
a./ew facts which will come directly to the point. 

Within the period of about one month after he 
had testified, he declared, in the hearing of Messrs. 
Ezekiel IBt. John and .iBenjamin Wilson, that he 
had never paid a shilling for me* on any occasion, 
except after the failure, to Mr. Leavitt. When 
it was replied, that he was indebted to Mr. Leavitt 
in a large sum, and the property which Mr. 
Leavitt received of him would not, probably, more 
than cancel his oivn debt, Mr. St. John seemed 
to be greatly disobliged, and /rowaicd upon them 
for not crediting ^\n^ statement- I have sincere- 
quested a gentleman to aricertam whether Mr. St. 
John had paid any thing to Mr. Leavitt on my ac- 
20* 
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eount, and have received a verbal dn&w6r &om him 
that there has not been eveii a farthing paid there 
for me. Thus his own declaration contradicts his 
repeated assertions, and renders it evident, if h^ is 
to be believed, that I could not have been the 
cause of his failure, as he had never advanced a 
shilling for me in any instance ; b«it, on the contra- 
ry, he testified at Cornwall, that *^ he was indebted 
tp me about TOO dollars." 

But as a further proof, it may be proper to give 
a statement of the debts which he still owes, after 
having disposed of all his Idnds^ stocky and even 
the greater part of his son*s property, and which 
he is totally unable to cancel. 

In making this estiinate, I have received aissist- 
ance from a pecson, who has, probably, had as cor* 
rect a knowledge of Mr. St. John's pecuniary cir- 
cumstances, as any man, and who is confident that, 
the aggregate falls far short of the amount which 
he owes. It may be possible there is an excess of 
a few dollars in some instances, but it is not proba- 
ble. Many of his small debts, of which we have 
certain knowledge, are left entirely out of the ac- 
count ; and it is probable some of a large amount 
are omitted. But so far as they are stated, the 
statement will, no doubt, be found to be substan^ 
tially correct 



To R. St. John, 


^3,000 


W. Knapp, - ' - 
Phoenix Bank & Millard, 


2,000 
J,500 


Street & Hughes, - . 


1,450 


"T>. Parker, - - 


1,066 


E. Monson & Brokers, 


1,000 


T. St. John, 


750 


J. Welton, -■ - 


roo 


J. Piatt, - - - 


706 


Derby Bank, - •«► 


- 600 



12,76.6 
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Sr(n^kt forward f 
J. Everitt, 
W. LewiB, 
EllBworth fund, 
B. Peck, ... 
E. Miles & Co. . . 


$12,766 
500 
400 
166 
150 
80 


Interest 4 years at 6 per cent. 
Amount, . . _ . 


$14,062 
3,374 

$17,436 



This estimate undoubtedly falls short of the real 
amount of his debts a thausandf if not thousands 
of dollars. 

Will Mr. St. John survey this estimate, and 
say he could have been injured by any person ? 
Had he lost money by others, his credUors might 
have been injured. But I know of no loss of thia 
kind which he, has sustained. With the certain 
knowledge o( such an immense amount due from 
Atm, when he petitioned the legislature of Con- 
necticut to be liberated from my debts, and be 
could meet his own ; and also when he testified at 
Cornwall, with an evident design to screen himself 
by casting blame on tne, how could he frame his 
mouth to speak ? Might he not have justly emect-' 
: ed, at the same instant, to have seen the <« hand 
writing on the wall ?" 

But it will be important to trace hjs other deck- 
rations. He proceeded to testify, that he went to 
the Hartford rhoenix Bank, about the 5th of Sep- 
tember, 1814, by my request, and obtained the dis- 
count of two notes of $1000 each, exclusively for 
my benefit, and that he had no interest whatever 
in the same. He also testified, that I did at that 
time send by him to the Phoenix Bank, a statement 
of my property, -for the purpose of obtaining the 
loans, from which statement, as he believed I 
would give no other than a correct one; he was in* 
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dueed to mdoru both of the bM iiotet; and that 
without hU endorsement of the, Eote8| the loans 
could not be obtained, but with bis eodonements, 
the bank would discount them* 

This testimony of Mr. St. John involyes him in 
the awful ^ilt of perjury. Indeed, there is too 
great reason to fear there has been another act 
perpetrated by him in relation to the loans, which, 
if inwtdigatedi would result in unpleasant come- 
quencea. 

That I vent him to. obtain loans at that time^ is 
of little consequence in itself; yet in respect to the 
&Gt» ft is untrue^ as his interest in going was eqkal 
with my cyvn* But the declaration, that I sent by 
bim a statement of my property to the bank, is 
without the shadow of foundation, and he must 
have known it to be entirely false when he utUred 
it. I appeal to the Phoenix Bank in pro^ of my 
declaration. Had I sent them a document of thu 
kind, it must stiU be in their possession. On this 
point, therefore, it can be easily proved, that he 
testified /a2«eZy. 

In the second place, one of the notes discounted 
i»as exclusively for his hen^^ and he must have 
known that he received the whole avails of it. At 
tiie time the loans were negotiated, the bank had but 
recei^ly been established^ Their funds were dealt 
Out, except their deposits, which had been made iq 
the Mechanics' Bank in the city of New- York, for 
the purpo^ bf redeeming their paper. Mr. St. 
John wa[S informed at the bank, that the loans could 
Bot be furnished, unless he would aecep^of a draft 
on the Mechanics' Bank for the avaHs of the notes. 
To this he agreed, and received ihe draft. On 
his return, he informed me that he had obtained the 
discount of one thousand dollars for myself, and a 
Uke sum for lus own benefk ; and had received a 
draft for the avails of 6a/A notes, on the Mechan- 
ics' &ank» wlikh he should send }oty Mr. Wilson, a 
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merchant in the town, who would shortly go t« 
New-Tork to purchase goods* 

He soon after presented the draft to Mr. WilsoDi 
and informtd him,* that the half belonged to rae, 
and the remaining half to himself. He requested 
Mr. Wilson to advance him the balance on hia 
share, after deducting several hundred dollars, 
which he had previously borrowed of him, to b« 
replaced before he should go to New-Tork ; the 
other half he directed Mr. Wilson to arrange with 
Bie, as he could agree with me. He accordingly 
received of Ma. Wilson a jiar^ of his share at that 
time, and the residue on Mr'. Wilson's return. 
^ These are the facts relative to this subject, which 
Mr. St. John well understood when he gave hit 
testimony. In confirmation of these statement»| I 
subjoin several affidavits. 

" I, Ezekiel St. John, depose and say, that Da- 
niel St. John did testify, under the solemnity of an 
oathy before the association at Cornwall, at Mr* 
Parker's trial in August,' 1817, that he went to the 
Hartford Phoenix bank, in September, 1814, and 
obtained the discount of two notes of one thousand 
dollars each, for the benefit of Mr. Parker, arid 
that he had no interest whatever in the same. AI* 
so, that Mr. Parker sent forward by him at the 
time, a letter and inventory of his property to the 
said bank. Also, that Mr. Parker, as appeared by 
the said John's testimony, had given him the said 
St. John a statement of his debts and property i 
and the said St. John testified that he was thus 
influenced to indorse the above notes^ without 
which the loans could not have been obtained ; and 
thus Mr. Parker had practised a deception on himi 
the witness, and brought upon him greut injury ^ as 
the representation of his debts, &c. were not justly 
stated. I was fully impressed with the belief, at the 
time the said witness was testifying, from circum* 
stances with which I was ocfuaiiif^d, that bis t^ 
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timony was incorrecty^ and that ne inventory Ijad 
been sent hy bim, the said St. John, to the said 
bank. « 

'< I furthermore depose and say, that from what 
personal knowledge I had of Mr. Parker's and the 
witnesses' pecuniary circumstances, I was fully im« 
pressed with the belief that D. St. John would have 
fiiiled befort he did^ had he not been kept up by 
Mr. Parker. 

*^ I furthermore depose and say, that from the 
testimony of D. St. John, at Cornwall, and also 
from his declarations in my hearing*at other times^ 
I uniformly derived the idea from him, that he had 
never paid any debt for Mr. Parker, exceptio Shel« 
doii C. Leavitt ; and from the best information J. 
I am able to obtain, he has not paid any thing tm 
Mr. Leavitt for Mr- Parker." 

« EZEKIEL ST. JOHN.'* 

" Personally appeared Ezekiel St. John, and 
made solemn oath, that the foregoing affidavit is 
substantially true, before me, this 28th day of Oc- 
tober, 1818, in the city of Hudson. 

"John Ravnob, Just. Peace." 

" I, Enoch Peck, of lawful age, depose and say, 
that on or about the 13th of August^ 1817, at Cora- 
wall, before the north association of Litchfield 
bounty. I heard Daniel St. John, Esq. testify and 
say, that in the month of September, 1814, he 
went to the Hartford Phoenix bank, and obtained 
the discount of two notes of one thousand dollars 
each, solely and exclusively for the benefit of Da- 
niel Parker, then a resident of Sharon^ and that he 
had no interest or ben^t whatever in the said 
notes; 

"ENOCH PECK." 

" New-Haven, Oct. 12th, 1818. Personally ap- 
peared Enoch Peck, before me the subscriber, and 
nade solemn oath that the above is tru^. 

*^ Chauncet Bvnce, Just. Peace.'^ 
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^ T, Benjamin Wilson^ of lawful ag% do depose 
and say, that in the month of September, 1814s 
Daniel St. John, IS^sq* called on me, and presented 
me with a draft on the Mechanics' bank in the city 
of New-Yoric, for or about the sum pf 1969 dollars, 
which draft was signed by the cashier of the 
Hartford Phoenix bank, and bearing date on or 
,aboat thethe 5th day of Sept. 1814, on the delivery 
of which draft the said St. John stated to me, that 
jone halfoi the said draft belonged to him, and the 
aihtr halfoi said draft belonged to Daniel Parker; 
and my impression is, that he requested me to ap- 
ply a sum of money, then due me by the said St. 
John, on his share of said draft ; and the residue 
of his said share, what I could not acconut with 
Jhim before, I should on my return from New-York, 
and accordingly did the same; and the remaining 
half of the said draft he requested me to settle with 
the said Parker as I could agree with him. 

"BENJAMIN WILSON/' 

** Sworn, before me at Sharon, this 4th day of 
JDecember, 1817. 

. • . '" Ansel Stebling, Justice Peace/' 

Should further proof be required in relation t0 
Mr. St. John's having aqd receiving a portion of 
thei money, Dr. t)$iboon is referred to, who has in- 
formed me that Mr. St. John had acknowledged 
to him that he received a share of the loans, and 
if he were called upon, he should be obliged to tes- 
tify it. 

The Rev. Mr. Lyman also received from Mr. 
Bt. John sixteen dollars and some cents, the amount 
of interest on his note for ninety-five days. The 
payment of this sum to Mr. Lyman was occasioned 
by Mr. St* John's making use of the dividend mo- 
ney of Ellsworth society fund, which be had drawn 
from the Hartford bank, by the request of the fund 
committee, and he had applied the same to the pay^ 
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menf of th# Interest on hk note at i]ie IPboenix 
bank, at the time of the renewsd of his note, in 2>e^ 
cember, 1814. Thus the testimonj is ample, I 
apprehend, in proof of the/a/a% of Mr. St. Jolni^lt 
lestimony, on each point. 

' -Feeling that so flagrant a crime as perjury onglft 
not to be suffered to pass with impuiiify, I filed a 
complaint, the September following, against Mr. St. 
John for perjury, on the two points already exhibit^ 
ed, and sent it to oue of the grand'jurors of Cora* 
Wall, requesting an investigation of the subjects fai 
ronformity to the law, and their official duty, and 
referred to witnesses in support of the charges. 
The cothplaint' was soon returned to me with the 
information that nothing had been done. I agam 
sent the complaint to be presented to the grand ju- 
rors of Gornwail, delineating qciore extensitely the 
^particulars. Whateter reasons might be assigned 
for a total neglect to attend to the complaim, I do 
not Icnow ; but so far as I can learn, not the least 
attention was paid to it. From this apparent wO- 
tingness, in that region, to sufier iniquity to go ua- 

{lunished, I considered it my duty to use forther ef- 
brts to have so gross an ofiender brought 'to jus- 
tice. Accordingly, in March last, I fled a new 
tomplaint, and seat on to be presented to the state's 
attorney in Litchfield county, accompanied wifh a 
'copy of Mr. Wilson's affidafit^ and referring to 
other witnesses to support the charges. I was soon 
after informed that the complaint was presentedi 
but I have never received any intelligence that fur- 
ther proceedings have been attempted. Tfavs 
<< iniquity" is suffered " to abound,'' «nd the <* love 
of many is waxed coM." 

' In connection with the subject of th^ loans, whicli 
have been a theme of the testimony, I deem it suit- 
able to mention here another occurrence, whidi 
tnay disclose an unwarrantable procedure. Soon 
after the failure had taken place, an attachment ifiraft 
levied upon me by an^ndorser <Mi eachof ihe afore- 
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. BietiCieMd notes of 1000 dollars. I inquired of the 

EMnfiffwkat it could mean, when one of the notee 
elonged to Mr. St.* John to discharge, whose it 
wasy and who had receiTed the avails of it exclu* 
rivelj ; and the one agai^t myself belonged to a 
d^ermi endorser, who had secured it. He replied 
1 was the signer of both* I informed him it could 
not be possible, as I had no knowledge of but one 
note whieh I had signed, and for which I was ac- 
ddfntable. He assured me I was the actual signer 
of both. I replied it could not be true, unless my 
ilftBie had been forged to the note of Mr. St. John* 
It was immediatelj rendered evident that forgery 
had been accomplished. Several gentlemen belong-* 
ing to different towns were then at my house, who 
had calkd upon me for a friendly visit. Discover* 
ing that an attachment had been levied upon me^ 
they voluntarily tendered their bail. To one of 
these, I communicated the information, that the not0 
belonging to Mr. St. John was forged ; and that 
the first intelligence I bad received on the subject, 
was at that time. The other note, I informed him, 
did not belong to the person who had attached, and 
consequently he had no claim on me. I intimated 
to him, that duty impelled me to avail myself of the 
forgery of Mr. St. John^s note. He proceeded to 
inquire into the circumstances. I informed him . 
that Mr. St. John was the person wh# negotiated 
the loans at the bank, and no one accompanied him 
at the time ; nor had I ever before had the least 
knowledge, or suspicion of my nai^e being the sig- 
nature to his no'te ; that I had neither written it, or 
gfii;6n .authority for it to be written: nor could I 
possibly imitate it by the utmost exertions. The 
gentleman observed, that Mr. St. John had sustain- 
ed a good reputation until within a short period, and 
he earnestly entreated me not to expose him, as the 
penalty Would, of course, should he be convicted^ be 
very unpleasant. He added, it would not be neces* 
sary to adopt that course, in order to obtain a libe* 
21 
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ration from the claim* I remarked^ tliat a crime oC 
go flagrant a nature ought not to pasa unnoticed,. 
and I felt myself bound in dutj to expose the ini- 
quity. He requested me toforbear^ out of com<» 
papsion to the man, and suffer the offence to pass ia 
Silence, as I could not be subjected to the payment 
of the demand, on account of the manner in which 
the suit was instituted. 

I employed counsel to defend the suits, and di- 
rected him to plead ih^ forgery of the note, in bar 
to the claim. I informed him that I had never had 
the least interest in the npt^ whatever, nor the, 
slightest knowledge or suspicion of my name being 
, affix^ed as ^gtier to the note, until I was attached. 
upon it. The attorney expressed a wish that I 
would take a different ground of defence, as it 
would ruin Mr. St. John, if he were convicted oi 
the crime ; and ^bat it would not be necessary to 
make this defence in order to a successful vindica* 
tion against the suit/ Qe observed the suit must 
evidently fail, by reason of the informality in insti- 
tuting it. }. replied that it was just and proper to 
defend on the ground otforgeryy that the iniquity 
might come to light, and the guilty be brought to 
punishment, as so atrocious a crime ought not to pass 
with impunity* From his urgent splicitation that 
I would j*elinquish that defence, I finally consented 
to his maMlig such defence as he should think 
proper. 

In consequence of the pendency of ray |»etitio& 
for the beneit of the act, which soon followed, ail 
suits against me were suspended, udtil the fate of 
my petition should be decided. • 

A short time before the trial of my petition, I saw- 
some of the gentlenien who had kindly entered 
their common bail, as I have before ^ated, who in- 
quired of me whether^ if my petition did not sne^ 
eeed, I should suffer my bail to be injured ? F as- 
aured them I should not; and made the request, ia 
4sase my petition should fail, th^t they would enter 
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their .specta^ bail, for the purpose of trying the mc* 
riis of the causes. On the merits I could cheer- 
fully risk the trial, as my note was already cancel- 
led, except a trifling balance of less than fifty dol- 
lars, with the endorser who had secured it to the 
bank by mortgage, and, therefore, claimed it as his 
property ; but from whom it had been takeii by the 
plaintiff, contrary to the express prohibitions of the 
Owner, and, of course, there was no just claim ok 
me in the suit ; and besides, the informalittf in 
which the plaintiff had brought it, would, no doubt, 
eause him to be nonsuited. In respect to the note 
of Mr. St. John, I might avail myself on the ground 
o{ forgery 9 or from the informality of the suit. 

The inquiry was then put, whether in case there 
should be a failure in all these particulars, what 
they might depend upon? I assured them, that if 
it should be necessary, at any time, for me to ap- 
pear before the court, to save my bail, they might 
depend upon my attendance, life and health per* 
mitting ; that my bail should be saved harmless, as 
I would not suffer them to be injured, although 
gross iniquity had been practised upon myself 

On receiving a negative to my petition, by the 
sinister artifices of Mr. St. John, whose objects 
must, I apprehend, be now clearly ebvious, I re- 
turned to Greenville. In the following month the 
suits came on for trial before the county court. 
As-my^ ball resided in three different towns, through 
the neglect of some of their number, there was an 
omission to enter special bail. In consequence of 
this neglect, the suits were defaultedf as without 
special bail there could be no trial. My counsel 
then put in a plea to be heard in damages, which 
suspended the suits, and still left the bail secure. 

The situation in which the suits were now pla« 
ced, was soon communicated to me. I speedily 
sent on to have them appealed to the superior 
court, where it was expected there might be a trial 
on the merits of the causes. 
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On the fliird Tuesday of August, 1817, the sei* 
sion of the superior court would commence, during 
which these suits must be decided. It was one 
week previauB to the commencement of this ses- 
sion of the court, to which the association had be« 
Aevolently adjourned^ to attend my trials as an ac- 
^ommodating time to accompKsh the designed 
*^ proscription." Indeed, it was in relation to the 
tail in those suits then pending, for which the an- 
ticipated charge was exhibited by Mr. Beach, that 
it was not expected I should af /end, the week after 
my executiouy and save wy bail. Is it to be wony 
dered at, that there should have been'^oIiciVude ov^ 
this subjecty especially \vhen the cause is consid- 
ered for which the bail was required ; and the 
necessity of the witnessy who was- shortly to be im- 
proved in order to the accomplishmeni of their 
^^ proscription^^ which had evidently beenprede- 
termined ? Will not this suflSciently exhibit one of 
the probable reasons why sentence should bepassr 
ed upon me before the session of the superior 
court, lest so glaring iniquity should then be expo- 
sedy as would forever afterwards prevent them frona 
impro^jing one of their important witnesses t or 
was this method designed as a shield to protect the 
guilty ^ by previously aspersing my reputation, for 
the purpose of weakening my defence in the suits 
speedily to be decided ? 

On the commencement of the second week of 
the session of the court, I arrived at Litchfietd. 
Previously to my obtaining the benefit of Ihe in- 
solvent act in this state, the plaintiff in the suit had 
^ecome a resident of this state. This would also 
seem to • be an insuperable bar to his recovery. 
Thus, if neither forgery nor informality would 
release me from the claims on Mr. St. John's debt, 
it was clearly evident, that the residence of the 
plaintiff in this state, before my obtaining the bene- 
Jit of the act, would prove e^ectual. In respect 
to the balai^ce due on my own note, the endorser 
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of it^wbo bad secortd it by morigag^t was readj 
lo testify to the facts that the plaiatiff bad not the 
least claim to it ; but bad seised and carried it ofiT 
^contrary to his ex]pre%B prohibition^ and when he 
even claimed and demanded it as bis own pro- 
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Tnder thesei circumstances^ my counsel put in a 
|>lea> hefpte the courts to be heard* on the merits of 
the causes* The counsel for the plaintiff objected 
to the plea, as the suits had btfore been ^faulted 
ibr the want o{- special baiK The court overruled, 
that no plea on the merits could be admitted. 

I felt that this was a hard case. I then imme- 
diately resigned myself to the court to save my 
bail. 

. Not three months had elapsed* since I had re- 
jBigoed up all my property of every description. I 
was indeed poor and pennyless, and bleeding un- 
der the cruel sufferings of an inquisitorial sen- 
tence which had been passed upon me, not two 
weeks before, in CorowalK I was now confined to 
•the limits of the gaol, in consequence of the /orge- 
ry of ray name to a note of $10Q0, of which I had 
liever received a single cent, and respecting the 
signature of which, I was as ignorant as an infant, 
until after I had been arrested on the note, for the 
purpose of securing the endorser. Not for any 
debt of my own^ or as endorser for another, but by 
reason of the foul crime of forgery ^ which was 
' permitted to go unpunished^ I was subjected to 
imprisonment. My family was in ono^fecr state, 
without fundsy and no relatives in that region to 
contribute to their necessities. Added to this, the 
echo of slander was continually assailing me, as if 
teeming afresh, like iEtnean eruptions, from Corn- 
wall hollow. 

Between four and five weeks had passed away, 
when I unexpectedly purchased my freedom from 
this cruel bondage^ at an expense of five hun- 
dred dollars, in order that I might return to my 
21# 
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iunily, vaA procure for them tbe neeesgarits of life. 
Bj the asgistance of friends I was aided in procu" 
ring funds to purchase my liberation, and am noir 
laboriousij employed to earn a little savings to 
meet this expense. 

As the witness, to whose testimony, with one of 
its appendages to which we have been attendiog, 
is bound f by the form of the oath prescribed in 
Conneijticut, to " tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing out the truth,"' will it be claimed, even by 
his employersy that they hare just cause of boiui* 
ing on account of any acquisition they may l^va 
derived from his testimony ? Tet I must ask the 
indulgence to exhibit, one more trait of the incon^ 
sistency of his own testimony. It will be cleariy 
seen, that the charge preferred against me in rela- 
tion to him, which it is reasonable to suppose Brst 
originated in Mr. St. John, and also his testimonj/ 
before the association, are evidently designed to 
create the impression, that I had deceived him, and 
consequently had acted the part of a dishonest 
man. Indeed, it has been rendered apparent, that* 
he has diligently laboured, at '* sundry times, and 
in divers manners,^' to induce this belief. What 
I propose is, merely to compare some of his decla- 
rations, at different periods, together, that it may 
be ascertained whether it is probable he would 
know what to believe of his own declarations. 

It will be seen, by. recurring to Mr. Norton^s affi- 
davit, that Mr. St. John " h^id frequently declared 
in his hearing, that, had I tarried in Connecticut, 
and not moved out of the state, I should have done 
well enough ; but because I bad moved otU of the 
state, I had wholly lost my character. ^^ Hence 
it would seem, that it was simply the act of moving 
ottt of the state, which had produced my loss of 
character^ consequently had I not moved outy my 
character would have been good. In accordance 
with this is the following affidavit i . 
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'^ I^BHjafa Merriam, of lawful age, depose and sayv 
fbat on or about the 9th of September, 1817, iii 

Pissing the dwelling house of Daniel St. John, Esq. 
was called upon bj the said St. John, in the road^ 
and after some conversation which he introduced 
with considerable wHrmiky in relation to the Rev. 
Daniel Parker, evidemtly designed to produce a 

fr^udice in my mind against Mr» Parker ; after 
had opposed some of his invective» hy replies^ 
the said St. John declared^ that Mr. Parker's ch^-. 
acter nms good, and would have renmined 80, if 
he had staid here / but in going away, out of the 
9tate^ be had lost his character. 

"ELIJAH MERRIAM/' 

<* Litchfield countj, ss. Wiatertown, Dec. 30th,. 
181 r. Personally appeared^Elijah Merriam, who 
Aiade solenm oath, that the facts stated in the fore-^ 
going deposition, by ^im subscribed^ are just and 
Uroe, before me, 

" JoHn H. Db Forest, Just. Peace.** 

How will his declarations to Messrs. Norton and 
Merfiara, that my " character Wizs good^^ (and it 
will be recollected, that he had been my near neigh- 
bour more than/ourfeen years, and, bad there been 
any deficiency in my moral character, he would 
have gladly seised upon it as a ground of charge, in 
his exertions to criminate,) " and would have re- 
mained so, had f not moved out of the state," be 
reconeiledj with his testimony at Cornwall three 
weeks before ^ 

And why was my character lost by this rcmovaJ, 
as he asserted, unless by his heinous slanders, in 
common with some others, respecting each of whom, 
the cause must now be clearly visible ? Did I sus* 
tain this loss, by removing from the neighbourhood 
of a man of such a reputation as the preceding 
documents indicate that be merits ? If so, it sure- 
ly ought to be endured witb/orh^wde* I willingly 
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Bubmit his tnc^HMtiteneies to oUbim iorecanciley 9a 
it traiiftceDdi my abilities to hannooise tbem. 

la relation to their <>ther important witness, vis, 
Jtfr. Swai^ I would remark, that his exertions were 
ingarons and laborious* Why he should hav^ 
diacovered so great alarm^ on account of my afl|p 
davit relative to the '^ Lewis note," must be beat 
known to himself. It will be remembered, that the 
affidavit of Mr. Sterling states the ^^ agitation and 
rage'' which he exhibited relative to my deposition^ 
and that he signified that he would be revenged 
epon me for it* The repeated eflbrts of Mr. Swan» 
in representing to many individuals that my depo- 
sition was false, ought not to have passed unnoti- 
ced ; sdso the measures he had adopted, as well as 
the interest he had taken. to procure Mr. Pullman's 
attendance, as a witnys at Cornwall ; furthermore, 
kis volunteering his attendance at the trial, and hia 
readiness to tarry until the following day to accom* 
modate them, although his Dusiness was pressiw 
at home ; likewise, his active exertions at the tria^ 
evidently to procure a censure to be indicted upon 
me, if we are permitted to form an accurate idea 
&om the letter of the magistrate who qualified the 
witnesses at the time. He expressly states that 
^ Mr. Swan testified nobly for himself, and at times 
DLSSumed the attitude of attorney, advocate, wit- 
nessu and accuser, all in accordance with his own 
feelings" as he << presumed", to believe from what 
he exhibited. 

The affidavit of deacon Seymour and Mr. Nor- 
ton expressly states, that Mr. Swan appeared to 
<* take a particularly active part against me at the 
trial, as attorney, advocate, witness, and accuser ;" 
and also, that <' he appeared to be earnest and bii-^ 
ier against me," and that " he did all in his |ion;er 
to criminate mck** 

In relation to his testimony, the affidavits state, 
that « Mr. Swan testified that Mr. Parker bad giv- 
en a false deposition, in relation to a note given to 
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tlie Bridgeport bank, signed by Wm. liewis, Ira 
Swiff, and others, in respect to the period of timf 
for which the note was given. Swan declared that 
the said note was given on demand^ and that all the 
notes given to the Bridgeport bank, at the time of 
Wm. Lewis, Ira' Swift and others giving their said 
note, were given on demand." 

By reexamining the copy of the " Lewis note,'f 
inserted in the 148th p*age, it will not be found to be 
on demandy as no time is specified. The same is 
asserted in the affidavit of Mr- Sterling. This 
will nndoubtedly be considered, at least, to be 9> 
trivial offence. But if we pursue the subject furr 
ther, we find that the affidavits of Dr. Calfaoon and 
Mr. Lewis expressly assert, that thsir note was 
giren for " one year, or twelve months" from date, 
and one confirms this fact in very strong terms^ 
In addition to these, the certified copy of the bond 
of indemnity given to Mr. Swift, inserted in thf 
]58th page, not only confirms my affidavit to be 
correct, but also affords incont^stible evidence^ 
^that the note which it describes, was made payar 
ble <* one year" from date. These documents ex- 
hibit complete conlradictii^ns to the testimony of 
Mr. Swan ; and I cannot possibly reconcile theoir 

Again, the appendage in his testimony, diat ^' all 
the notes given on the §aid 25th of Nov. 1814, t^ 
the Bridgeport bank, were given on demand^^ is 
tolaly false. In confirmation of this assertion, 
I can produce two of the notes, at least, how nc^ny 
more I know not, which were given fo the Bridge- 
port bank on the said 25th of Nov. 1814, and which 
were drawn " one year from date, value received, 
&c." Thus, these documents not only amply con- 
fi,rm the correctness of my affidavit relative to the 
" Lewis note," but clearly prove the terflimony of 
Mr. Swan before the association to be glaringly 
false. What then is the evident complexion of Mr. 
Swan's testimony, which. he so cheerfully volun- 
teered to give. The reader will decide for himself. 



y Google 



242 

We have then a/ew lineaments relative to the 
testimony of the two important tvitnesseSy improved 
by the association at their trial. Will not these 
data reasonably account for the declaration which 
Mr. St. John made, a few days before the trial of 
my petition at Litchfield, of which I have been cre- 
dibly informed, that " 1 must be barred out of the 

state ; if not, I should raise the d 1 with them.'* 

Mo doubt this expression of Mr. St. John was eX' 

)»ressive of his real desires, in view of the certain 
acts which he well knew I should be obliged to de^ 
Telope concerning him v and therefore, whatever he 
Gould do to vilify and traduce^ srs hiff only possible 
shield, ** he would do quickly.^^ 
^ In view of these facts, could it be reasonably 
expected, that any body of people^' or combinationr 
would feel themselves honoured by such testinto^ 
ny ? If so, it is presumed that no one, influenced by 
the principles of honesty, would possess the least 
desire ia rob them of such an acquisition. . But 
should it be clatoied by any, that there was an ap*- 
parent analogy existing between the testimony of 
these witnesses whom the association improved^ 
and the object, evidently designed, in order to the 
accomplishment of the *^ proscription,^* I shall 
desist ftMim entering into any controversy wUh them, 
lest I should be incompetent to maintain a defence. 

In relation to their other testimony, I have very 
little knowledge, and if possible, less solicitude. I 
have been informed that the association appointed 
two of their members, viz. Messrs. Cowles and 
Prentice, to note down the testimony at, or ajfier 
their trial. Some time since I sent to their regis- 
ter for the purpose of obtaining a copy of it. The 
register ^ave information that it was still with the 
committee, as it^ had never been forwarded for re- 
cord. A person was then requested to call on 
Mr. Prentice, and endeavour to obtain a copy. The 
request was accordingly made to Mr. Prentice, 
who signified^ at the time> as the information 
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giv^n m«, that the papers were with Mr. Cowles, 
fqr which reason he could Dot comply with the re- 
quest. A few days after, a gentleman called pur- 
posely on Mr. Cowles to obtain the document* 
Mr. Cowles informed him, that he had none of the 
papers in his possession, but had delivered them 
over to Mr. Prentice, six or ^^en months before* 
Thus I have been whoUj deprived of an opportuni- 
ty of seeing uny of their minutes of testimony. 



SECTION VL 

Thb purchase of my liberation from imprison- 
ment, occasioned by the forged no^e, of which I 
have made mention, enabled me to return to Green- 
ville about fhe last of September, 1817. I soon 
consulted with the clergy, in that vicinity, relative 
to the most suitable method of procedure. The 
uniform advice given me, was, to petition the asso^ 
ciation for a hearing, as I had never had any on my 
part ; and also to request them to receive several 
very respectable ministers from this state, to sit 
and act with them on the trial. Should this re- 
quest be refused, I was advised then to call an ex 
parte council to assemble in Greenville, and notify^ 
and desire the attendance of the association, or 
thbir committee^ in an investigation. I according- 
ly pursued the advice which I had received, and 
addressed a letter to their last moderator, for the 
purpose of procuring a hearing, where I might give 
my attendance. The following is a copy of the 
letter: > 

^} Greeni^ille, Nov. 24th, 1817. 
Rev. Sir,— Being informed you were the mode- 
rator of the last association of Litchfield North, at 
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Hkeir Bemi-amraal session^ in Sepf ember tast, I Mci 
the libertj to address /ou, Sir, as die cbnsfitufidn* 
aBy anthorised organ, on a request of deep intereirt 
to nmelf, and, as I apprebend, to. otnerB, and 
irbicn conffQqiiently deyoires on jou to commmii^ 
cafe to your Kev, associatiom Feeling myseff to 
be greatly injored by tbe proceedings' and decl- 
Bions of your association, at their extra sessibn m 
Cornwall, t)n the second Tuesday of August Ittst ; 
and wishing, as I ever have, for a fair and candid 
investigation of the proposed subjects of inquiry^ 
in relation to myself, T^itb Which I have been pre- 
sented, and where I might be permitted to attend 
in person ; I have to request a rehearing of the in- 
stituted subjects of inquiry ; and therefore make 
the following request, viz. that your Rev. associa- 
tion would assemble at the town of Northeast, in 
tbis state, a place which I specified in a former 
Communication, some time between this ismd^fhe 
second week in January next, (Christmas Week in 
the approaching December excepted,) and that you 
receive the following very worthy clergymen to sit 
and act with you in the rehearing, investigation 
and derision of the instituted inquiries, having 
equal powers and prerogatives with your own mem- 
bers, viz. Rev. David Porter, D. D. of Catskill, 
Rev. Henry B. Stimson, of Windham, and Rev. 
(rilbert R. Livingston, of Coxsackie, df of Greece 
county. 

" Will you. Sir, have the goodness to call a meet- 
int of the association, . of which you were the last 
moderator, immediately on the receipt of this re- 
guest, artd communicate the same to that bod/ ; 
and if my request is complied with, fix on a time 
to meet in the town of Northeast, near the Spencer 
place, so called, within the period of time stated 
above, (Christmas week excepted,) and immediate- 
ly communicate the result to me by letter, t^at 1 may 
^ave due time to notify the;- clergymen in fbh re- 
gion, whom 1 have already named^ to unite wifli 
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ymi^^mid iAki^ t^ oMee prepwratkni Ibr d^ triil. if 
fti« revest should not he «c6eded to by your ai^ 
Jidcitftioir, will joii do fiie the filTOQr to write to me 
faim^iktelyy oncoiiTeiiiiig the asftociatioiit tliat mt 
tequest ^ i^jectbd, before I mant necesavfl^ 
«oiiattiiielai6rb fiifte, tuttxptnettiu order to att^d 
the prqpoged rehearing. 

'" Snouid t tear noth^ from yov, belSore the 20t& 
or 2^h of December next^ t shalt tdce it for grants 
efj fhfit mjr request is refesed^ tiabA aeeinrdin^ j' so 
eoidsid^r it. tJiave^b^i^.remtfkeid, in mjr cpnl^ 
intinii^afiiHn to font iiMy^'ihtLt I asK for nothing; 
biiA the light of th^k^ and a decisipii in accordanet 
W'ith itf ti]rit>ia8ed by prejudiee, or preMssession* 
Hence, I presume your body, wili consider this re- 
quest to be reasonable^ and cheerlfully yield their 
eompllance. I desire you, therefore,! Key. Sir, to 
•pare- no time in communicating this request to the 
%ss6efatton, imd retumng; me an answer. 
•* That you may be direeted jii the path of duty is " 
the sincere desire of one who feek himself unjustly 
C€n«iired, ahd whe subscribes himself, yours. &c. 
^^^^^ DANIEL PAREBR; 

^* BbY* JfiHSMlAR HALLOtK, 

** Moderator of the last association > 
• ; ' -^ViofliitchfieWNorth/' J 

^he'foUowing answer to my request was receiTed 
about tie first of January succeeding : 

. « ea»t6n^ Dec. fS% 1817. 
** BsAR 8iR,~I received your fetter of Noyi 
B4th, 1811t» As the things K: contaifis are 8erioa«| 
«nd interesting, especially to this assocfatloa BOPt 
yourself,, I.thou^t it be^t tt> lay it belfpre the 
mdathty ineetinfc for their aihricev. which convened 
liast ^iiefeday,. l>ec; 9th,- at Tprringfoird* * The 
meeting was fidr, an4 iqppeared to give a serious at* 
lentioh to your letter. And seeing it Would be im« 
iMis«»blei for waat of time, to ^nvene the i 
22 
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ypjU(j|a«(Bd tJic.Bw^d nr«^.i|9 ji^iiirr ^K^i^ 

tii6 ii^>4f rftpr tfiicall the ^»qc^^io||,,?#, jc«i.pi<h 
posed. " ,• .. ..- !- ^-^ . ••-.-J ' :•: 

, : S^^l do -Wt 8f e, ^re%6, tqr ih^^ ^apd Orfftear i^ 

, *VTI^,4W9f?i%tW^^Bt,|Sw¥V!J}^95^^ 

ci«tfiW» ^ 9f A«^>:l ^Wttfil a«A)f sB^c»#J -^^.^ 

^baeace at CoriiwalK ,,Ai|(| I^JbeJieve 4iej^ iwp^ld 
b^.i;t^y tp l^p^t^ any cpinoiupicatioBa fropi-.yoi^ 
yoo wpuld wi&b. to iBalej your$^lfy at4hejr i^eetiiip 
. in Juiic pext, pr at any a'A^* twe^ gu^ :^ii^ 
atpiw i^d fl^pr4:n^f^jf ^ra very grievou9 thl^gfi^ 
and how deairable if thuy i^ight he ihf ^4 a^c^t^ 
jog. to the bl^ss^; goroel of thf grieiitjPhy^ciaii, 
V .• ^^ I itfu yoHr. real ^eiul, , . .' . *, ,. :> . '- 
"JEREMIAH HALLOCKt. 

«, 0r/ee^ Po, N.; TorV 
•.■=.• i . — 'i '■ • • .- ' 
, Here ( ;a;ii, d^kgritc^tiv^u^ informed, that the 
^^ association had considered it to be illegal for 
th^em. to m^e([ to do hv^inf^^, a^ aoil^opiu»fta|t,>oif^ 
of iheir limif9i and especially oter ^i the <8/a^e." 
Truly extraordinary ! If the whole could not Act 
legally, out of the 8tale<, thpn could a par^ of the 
bfildy, which is leas than the wtiple^aci kgaHyf al- 
tbpflgh ik^y « sh^ul4 f rpi^^ce i fk^ aci, tp b^ done 
^^^m t^e i^iifoe a^d a^JJi^ jn behalf of the i^^ocifir 
ijion,!^. af , ip the 4 2^d jpage ? W^^ they ; aware* 
Vhep,ith^rftftfnjBd. l^ifi decision, tha^ U . wiats t^^eir 
pav|» cqn^emnatjpn ? ;That it. wholly preGlade4 
tken^Jrom (fcHpg in ?^^ .C9Be,.aji J had^i^ejuer by theif 
^pwn.deci^^OTiy/had f^ny ipVet;tot«^ W^j? .takeii :i^|^ 
fpte, pr/be^ .^S'fidf.tjKj ^|jteii4 fl^ir^^^aJ? , jVill iJ^ff^ 
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feletits, flic veil is ioo ihMy spread to escape dc» 
febtion. If thfe poWci:s df tie- ftorfy arefostby 
»y*(>^ififgWe KAe/or ^Wefedlng thfe?ff^mif«, it nc- 
c^srsirtlr ^jllpMrs, ihett the poWers *6P an inStt?tcft(erf 
ire to^f W th^*same'toafifc&r.\ He Aris?f,-ofc(5rar^e, 
cea«e to be a preHckefhf ^e gdsjbeVFMfe o)if df 
tie sMft^ or o«f of theii* timiis. nowfhfti tin he 
bfficFatrf'ks k teTnWer AiPtB[tf'go!^I^'«%*M'dfct (^f thiftfr 
^toits? 'BjT'what aWfliorffy can he prtacft a lecture^ 

' • "tefeatfej- dri^-bi^aih ' ' ' 

^po^siWe/foyett ^^.,^^ ^.-, .. 

^ they piust c«<l»€-to fef»?^^,'iiie hWtaUt they 
'e#^**f*«'sM/«» Knc/^ exc^^d' theTtme^^^ the $ks- 
%ofeiafWh?* How can tlief gdspel be sen1?ti?tte*fiei- 
fW?ff/Wrkhit)hgthe uew'^etttements V^^^ ^^^^ "^^ 
' • ■ Agalnf, what catf ^ this renerable liiaS^feiwii^ -by 
Siich'** divisions aid moraMroun4s^* TlWftisitiiia' 
^iohs ii% entirely unintellfgrble to mfefi^rWhat" di- 
visrionsr* 'rknbwnof. Carf t ^a%'^' ctekted any 
** divisipA*' among Mhem, unless it*ishoq^e^be to ex- 
hibit a disttnctidn " beti^eeh the holy afad the pro- 
fnne, 'the efk&ySfid Hh:e tMttmn .^" But Whaf " raro- 
ral wounds?'' Have ihey proved me gidliyot the 
lea^f immbraHty^ IITsp, why'haV^ the^ not SecU- 
red -It?' WTtor^i Wtkey pr6t?olitf(?6 pnltj/.^ he\ the 
atfe^f^rf'fcopy BHffeir doings tffecroc.^' • 

Having yeceivec^ a rejfusal from the^iiioderatbr tp 

<ro!iiply with my r^iie^, I then proceeded to call 

^ji, ex parte cotincil;*to assemble at Greenville, on 

*tit*e^th of January, for the purpose of investiga« 

ting their artifeltes of charge.' ' Sixteen or eighteen 

very respectable clergymen .were desired to give 

^fneii*^ attendance.' ^ r'aUo notified 'tlie last mooersi- 

'f&r of liitchfield Nbrtb, duly to inform tW body, 

fhat tHey mi'^t giVe their attendance, Btiihuppoif 

-thiir cAaj^c^f with the prbteedftig^ Which they faltd 

adopted. 
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<< efi^lU, Janmrjf H,m9. 
<< Bet. Si b» Tours of iht IStk uilimp Iua com^ 
to hand. Bv it I l^mm that my r«qMs€fcir avi^ 
iiearing, 18 irai coimflied with ; uiBt the aiiaoeiatiiNi 
at Ck>nivall, ^< qonBidered it i^Qjpal for Iham taioeai^ 
to do bmines as aq atsoi^uatimi (mt of the»# KmU^ 
and ^peciall/ otif of the^Cfl^^'' 
. I hava, siTi^ m, cot^sequaoije of your wm<^mfli^ 
aRce with i»7«eipiest, alreaidj issoad notificts^hMia 
to assemble an ex parte oHineU ia. 6)nefaTiii6,,aii. 
ijbe 27th insta^t>to be iairca^D^s tf-coffiiieileai 
aaiovest^tioji ct the sd^jectP ^ ywtrAfmnrifim- 
or thatgt^^ &c. m ^^ehition to npyf el^ ^ the Sttl^ 
of {ns(. JaQfiary> ai'O.o'cIook^A* M* , 
..TUaisii therefti«^.tb ^infac^ TOtt^ati mo^irafor 
of the ^association of iateh^t<i Northi.aad iba» 
Ton fhns notify the members <^' the aas^^afsociai! 
tioaj^to {piYe,yo4ir attendance at €(reeniriHe, hefiire the 
said CQU^pti, OB the ssid ST^tkof JNttmsf^^ io i^^iu 
pgrt y^t^ said cWg^a >bicb ^on lieyo iastttcited 
agawt \itie^aiid ytur pTotiiepdiags^-tli^reatt* It ia 
.I>rafiumed| on a subject of ao .great nifiortaacei.. 
that your Bey. association will ndtfail fo^ve theur 
attendance*,. . The- conocU . are etfie^ied .10 attend 
to the subjects -^of investi^tion|,,at the meeting 
boQSf >. in 1^ OreenTiHe. ^at we may be dt« 
rectec^ by the Ch^t'Iies^^tft]!^ chateh in Ife^ 
paths of truth and justice is th^i sino^ca^^^ute o^- 
BcT. sir,.yours, &©. . : ^ 

^ I^AKiEli jp4#keb* 

'^ Bisv. Xj^remi^ah SL^lloq^ ])loderator . ^, . 

4 ''of tb^faist association of l;«tehfiald: 

"North, to be ciwrnnmiei^ed*^*^ 

The weath^ having; been, ui^yinnrabla, at tW. 
time ampointed for the ^ jiaifs counisil to mmeib^ 
fU^e at Weenville, eight clergymen onj^fl^ifaw a 
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take^pi^^e ia tl^9 meeting wm^fi v and maip^ D^V^ 
i|fi9<UttbletdLe¥W jTvofKli ^i^is^bowi^g toirna^ to w\tr 

lAe growd that tliej sliould, la that case, b^cc(iMf 
j^)j^.^ditf%i|i fi^al^QS pu{>U(( tl^ exlraardiairy 

nq^ ipdiicert them tp. ^pn9»^ moi l}^i^ to ^0^ 
OQors*." ^' ' , , ' . . 

. Tbe afi^<yattf>il oi J^ch^^^ Nof til. waa liot rch 
#prea^9^^)ci:eAt j^jr a l^tfcif from.lli:. ^wcj^ t9 
1^ Ke]K. Itfr« itotclikiiv reqeiyei| «n tbci ate^fld 

WS .9I it s^ tlie qa|i€ rpqi^Wfl- Tho letter wai|, bjr 
mjr request| a§» also at t^j^ ^MlV^tlofi of Mr. l^otc|(* 
^^.r^b^feihe oieeting* . , . . 
\ . Thct is^igiflac feat^ir^ ivbick tt. djseloaes, Jn Taq- 
qua respects^ Wjr render it suitalble to ma^e a<W|s 
.«4ti(a^|^ fi:Q9f^ it*. Jt ftppe§Jifto |»? to l^e'ij^plete 
with , a]^<|era« apd oivrepreaentaUpnf > tpgetii^ 
|F4tl^ s^^\i^uc^«8^d a^ip^. I prpp<^e to inaept yt 
4^ pfur^ai^iff, |vith poq»^ ifoif^eiits iiiter^perS)i^d«, 

, *? 8^T.. 4ijD BfiAJa 9f^% ftJr. l^arker wr^te 
ao9>^ time since, t(> tl;^ .inqdesatqr of qui:' (iS9pcia* 
tWh l^^f^F4R4 tliie f f questf ,iy^e at £!orDwall», IsL 
lliat Jtt^.}aj|9j(^fatiQ« If 9old iqeetAQ the atate af Nev* 
X^rk^Xo Jry hia cafie^auew; or 2dly- that they 
vpuld clelegate $ome of their own body to iue^t vim< 
Sboipe 9C.th^|*refl\^t^rj> within the iirmts in whicti 

, 4^^ V^>ui9^^^ thai /pr. the mcorrectne^s of thuk 
V^fmeatx^Mfr P^ch .wi^id b^ desiroi^s to avajt:: 
himaelf of as apo^ogyj similar to that which he 
'.o^ere^ rq\a4Te . ta bU p^f^ei made , to m. al^> 
(|ff?eavill^,,Tiz,.that4he hafl j^rg.o(/^n the/ac^^". 

. Ao^ y/et|it vqyid ae/ein, aSyhe wa^ t^e ;OtiZj( o^- 

f|itq£ their b,9^g|^at tima^ w^ waa xnaJM^jei^f^ 

2a* 
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fmf6ritaki commtoiii€i^ 

that he bug^t to have regarded the state off&as* 
the reader cmi easil j reT^rt to Injr cominiiiuca:- 
tlonff, all of irhfoh «re inaerted' ita tfai^ pH^fOit^ 

^pkgea, and satisfy him&elf whether Ar flitatement is 
cotffiti. •"' '-.''' ' "' '-: ^ -" '\* 

^ ^f l^fae asscK^iatkivi deciJkfd^ a« yM*i^ 

^that.they cooid Mi act as an as80ci^^;iii^iHt# 
place without th^ir {{mtfa; ataid e^eciflb^&l'a^iAiP 
lo which they d« nut bufcMig." . '^}^''^ 

* This is' a^ remaibble jCfotifessioD, tfait M theor 
'|>roceediiigs*^iaBd boen iU^iai, and coi^ilKem^ 
$riminal and* ^mderom in the tts^am^.'*^AsH 
could they expect» with hraz^n itnpiKJKnfecjtf^^M^ 
>se(il it, by boldly adopting such eiH eateli^i; #tf Mr 
me from a hearing and defence againit: ti^frnfiMfk^ 
(ona Attempts to cotid«imi tne ifilili$«itf , HiH^i^tait 
catfse or notice, and even aided by their jHrfimtf 
'tjeatimony ? - ' • 

'< Also that they were a bo4y «ppoitit^ J^ ftek 
;bwn constitotion^ and also the d»k|lt>ti#q''af Qie 
</pttgrcgi[ti<»al eimrehlB^ tMs ^tte'ito ITf^ Oeir 
(Swn mttiisters; that theji^ o«ridd ^Hdi^^tkf^^httt 
shrittl^ from the paiatfiil dnty^ and. had no-right te 
46legate their trustj^pectally ^'pebcma ttott ^ 
Bot belong to their body, hfgMy soar^ as" they 
;iiiij^t be es^eeti^eff ^tfittd-retidredJ*: **^ - »»:;:»- 

* Here is an afipairent efltbrty sim^ar to w3M if^M 
[discof enable in the spider, wtfi#bi at ^lh^H^a|il^^ 
-of danger; instantly seeirs ' a ^heltei'U^ W ^^Mi 
>eb, spnn from its oi^nbowetejaS If tlhi .^»)Mi4ir 
fortification would afford . a- safe re%e^^' ^^Mt;. 
Beach, having tak^n shelter nn^or their^£oll»piiA 
'fortress, proceeds to observe ^^hatiJleyo&nfd^iiotj 
Hhcrefore,- shrink fe^mthe^ji^tlt^f d<i^-^-v*'Is^ 
Srillrag to kasdtd thiSy zi^m hi)mi^'9A^^^^ 
mem of ti^ir grotmileBi^Higi^j;, Mjiim^Mmi^ 
and fniuiiier ot in^odtieinl; tttfemr tKe'o»f^^ Wr 
whicK they were <eicfaibitie^;i^iae lAne^^^JMe 
jQ^od^pte for trials iH^t'^^^iih^^iH^g^im 
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in iaBiig : flbeHfteps; i^S^cilthg me*' to tittneC^ hH 

Jittdges tEkBAt m^ at 6i^f!H|^; tWViried^m pttr- 
uetf at tft^ tKd ,'! ^h($}r itmiinm<X Mt. QotcfaliSi V 
titetf 'i«rftf*rftlj;^ to «*«icm*'Hi ttlrtrfexertlbns V <tnd 

§eiir rf^^ju2% in procurfiig <he desire* result? 
avitig 'mineistd 'alt' fbese tqin^, 19 not' Us aa- 
4i*t«y'dii8tiiigAiaMh^ly^ eonspieuous in a98ertiiijgi 
^**tliai th^ coirfS'iiot, therefofe, *hribk from'tfcc 
X>4Jiifel 9jbifV* i>jti dws «i flrean, tltafbaving'b^ 
gaiij Wey co^ fairtT *< hwA Mick ?»* <»r is puin used 
&)iii^alty CoqE" pimstirri' Is ifotliM ft^fress, in reali; 
"ifyj^mwc^bie'lihan'tftaftorWe sfeidCT 'And are 
JboC the'tatent's^nreet qf'humaritfe^r^'yi^ cjearfj^ 
^distWT^ersfilej te - tlie 'objects 'whicEr are dbviously 
-decl8ired*1!6-^x»t^ ■ .' ; • •••'"• \ .V. 

'^ On whM jn^rt^Mies-e^nfae assert^ * they i^ietd'no 
YSgfit Vdeligate tftdr trust?" Tie Abi^erti a^o^ 
VrfSated tre*yt^y, ton^hleb be must alliide In'parf, 
at least, are, of die Congregational order, and the 
^same bbd|y frfom #hoiii, I received I my licence as a 
candidal faf the gosjicl ministry. The Presbyte* 
irtahs- are til' feotinfeiif8t]rti' #Rh' the* general asufimbly, 
^ifftfh cohVebes annudtiy at Philadelphia; the h^h^ 
'^rfecele«ii*«ear ^dfcaturfe in thd^ ITnitea S*itet^ 
*e!p ifhiph • thfe' general ' aM)ciatidri. of Cbniiecticot 
€oA»fttnfe»^'part; 'atfd tbeir^neral associattoh is 
*^WDfJpo*etl of distiWct ai«ofcf*tiotJs, ; Beiilie, '<hcf% 
^ fcti -<ilf^rtttconriexi6n 111* those foodies. #haf, 
«ira,<»n*1hii^ «^pi«S*cfe fai|>lyf He cOiild not 
BdreVy make this declaration on tte priifcl^e that 
1ft d^gatfon <tf frurst wa^' mpficedtiiledj fM* this 
^lifM^icdnfSradiCt iwFPl^rtowft^usagfes.' ft ft riot eS^- 
'4liMf\ t8e^er<#i^,)#s^iM*€ifa9{on, id brd<^ to bh- 
l^ilder^ or pKiiinHfy cmethl from the observatidn 
•rf fhose, to Vhom W% MSttm^i «Wir^ acttiarprd^ 
GtHiag&^'mddbjiectsF *♦ * 

'^^On-Hiieithig ItfdmifHion'^fi^mWrhiod^f^iD^, 
-titet !f4otti*b!e? rn>¥alh ftMrbitti-t€fc(«¥akc>t»ita«^ 
MiMibtiOif t^ (klib%V«»^ef On htt ^eqteesfs^ ^i ^hey 1*a J 
^iii'4«Hy ^i^it^' JbtmXhf ^aMed dii> Mr^ P«irkef 
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terlrgrliiipetiiMbaiid c«UiB|piiit4lw«isiw>^w» 

. Itiiili|9oe wfirimkf aw«rte4 tM '' it would ^ 
im>^o fog ib^ f fm Am^A i ; i^tq^mo^ ik^mmtjiiif 

bodjr pl«€^.imaBr same 9iiiig^^0^fnlf^ .^t.,0^^4^ 
ll>.gi¥«K mo. ahuiiiift? At thft tiiM thiij w«i» iMr 

^ aU, iu iuft €0fpl4 npt «i»tf« wUli th/em i» tbe,vi|i^ 
aadthey woiild wA emiHnt ftaitiii|^§H|i»W %e w^- 
J|Me4 4i#Jliitn^fi|M|jiT <U9ttii ill .U^ 

Gift fmffom fd M0lc^mti "M » lie«riiist 4.^^^^^- 
y anw4ti^ Mr* Coprlen, wUtlm ii^m%^iUj^ 
th» te^ifi«jf 4Dat|?49*wliiek infliMPq^ pmAfkmm 

tfap^i9«M^ tolii^ ilMd«i#i;fof fti^^ 

tion, ^jo^r^to, lay mjr reguepila b«^ lllM^li 

mttfL r^flfct i^i^r i|pw.ti»o.<KM|JM 

ipi Faflo^ eit^F; ^MONr or temv^ffNi Jiff /JBiiiG^ 
m cmmeximi with bi« ]rl4Mr|r«9 ?ep4««4 ^n(H^ 
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llf«rer0re» ttii^t' be tie fgteMf fbMird, wiim> 
i^kes «fte ef. theijnpemip^ tlMi* "< Mr. Parker 
Hrrele to hiai^be oHMbwHot) • neeeod ti«i#^f(Niti9g. 
Amt }|e kad ctfed aa $m fMuaT^ i^mb^ le laaet % 
SreeaviHe, |il Iff |ii« caM^ and caHing m this $m 
aeeHrliMy 4o appear befbfii aaid Maaeily and alms 
aMie for llleir fr^dm^^gakmi VmJ' fti wkal 
aAer maMer ceald tkts last cUmm be dhreaiedef 
ita^nvr^^juntaea Iha-pkacMld hmflmi$iUgf urgad^ 
tisit aqr «« ttb^mAi^ badlMeii^/arRiei^aeM en^'f 
HKw pleadings at leaat JWa/iiMMi 4sjfiiSfaf ae an mh^ 
mme^hjlktf aberid Mt dafimd Am piafioa* 

«' Tfait ippeare ta oMt vetj estfiKkrdieary^ mi 
4ted^ vevj ^xlnMiri&aaf , that Ibe aheaii ^att t 
jMttnoil ISd» a»ch an abject, to aifl'ia jM^dwiit ear.m. 
caiMe whieb baa idraady baea liiied»>aad.aftlfaiii%' 
deeided by the o»ty ttibmHd^Ni eaftb,. wbkb hae 
e^gfiiaMceeflt; very eii^raotdjumy that be abmdd^ 
HI lh& ii»«y call en ih^ aaaecittien i attd it vill«^ 
pear if till mere^iitvaerdwM^s aboiild Ihe epaMii^. 
IkfA ia requeatod (o aaaenaible^ preawie to jiid||a 
werthia aaaeeiathMi.''^ 

Here k truly a ealalefpie ui extmtofditiatru^t 
•ot eiAy <e!alra^rdiiiavkB MtaMd^^ But 

^mkhe be diapeftaeaaed ef bia burden by daeiiageMi 
#KtrttoifdMMri^ ? it may be aaitaUe to- pay 
#lentkHito^t]#P^taaee< ; 

*<*yery eKtraiNrdinary that beeheaJd cali i 
ay for audi «a ^jf^t^" le etitlear, oraufprw)^ 
avidently eaJiiU^ed Ifera^leat tba» riepit^ idiaoMbt 
ro^xi^ced,. a^l ^wm n^e nity ,tbrir hi^^dtiea. eiqper 
,iird? «" For aiiek w- objeet.^'- Siunpfiea ia ber# 
HilaaiJiy diiceverdd^raa if the Uea. b»d vatubiafiHN^ 
been indelged, that othefB could peaaibty.imwmiwg 
#M«t1pMffift^difl«a. .?>'7beiliil>dg«i«l»^' 7]kM 



lie «^ef«rir» treidHv i^4te id» ibetjaigmaiit b to lua. 

Cnred-'^ptn their preeflidhita ? JN0itoiider, irbap 
Mt b*lB M a^|f«« aa wM atiriliiti^ to tha^fif^ 
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viueh badHalrtitidy bi^ii Mtlil*'' ^Hi»# tried rVV^ 
bare l4r«ady^seem Will he cM this'ff^l.' ' «^ 
IMM ^af43r miMikeii tk^t^m*- it hadl ii«^do«^t| 

Wand iritb j^Hely^^d^t i«fr«(d>f^^d^^ <« And 

ieaae tave ^NeS k^Mkimiyin Imf oih^ s^ntei 
tub > a8» it' iroutd aflfect the p^rf^rafd^r 'of Uni 
d«ed? Will it be erilcfd soletnn to compel ffersom 
Ibfttofte in a*v6te bf centiiii^e, cttiljr a% if^espcds fbe 

maiMley ikei tei4ii> ^* kxhmvSmryy*^. atki^ 6%^^ 
bees so frequently repeated. Woahi conduct of 
B«th>'de»cripfioti, a% ha« tJf*eti' Mif ated r<*p%cfiii| 
4faat j^reeedltaig^'^liave hafanynized wifli & praj^erfM 
/name of heart ? WoaTd it tuMtiiiWffad Ibe appeat^ 
isee' of ueitmn-fUBckiBry ? **By the &ntiif tribtmal 
Meartb irhick kM ce^tfisairce of 4f.^^ ^ett there 
ia too app«tvl. Tliit is, iadeed, a MfS case ; ^ be 
amdbmnedf in riaeb a ^fiMmn^, ahd • y^ there 'fc^ 
bena^ippeml.^ I had iieve> betcfie, ^bw^fevet, tfioM 
af i& r^tisal to £fr«n#'at} appeal, Iti tWa 6ase, it 
would, no doubt, be attended vfiiSi implea»ant cfoih 
iiexioaiicea, e^eaiilly to retmce thtir proce^diiigs. 
• Vile e^Kfreacacm ^Mewtly iApHes,*^hat no a^ppei* 
eoald be expected. Thia would seem to be dnmnt 
Uimrgin^om Mdmiy the instant he^^knotfcti 
dewn^ without wa^in^ to see tAe)i^r'>tb^re wfere 
myBigns efimtwi&wAh^i of girlft^ thCleafit op- 
^rtUBity for teiswsieitation. Thfa wbrfdVedlr ar- 
fie a laifiit iOf safety to the ttVfrt^,' who belong to 
ati^^'bo^. AHhongh a person mayi be stunned, 
Ibrattdi^ittvby a blow, yet he niay exped'enee ho 
tpavtioular kieiln^eiii^ifee from it, except tar tSb 
^mmmm.'O - '^^ >> .-, .•■,, ... :» .. ^ ^i n'>Mi 

B -«iyery «xlniiiii}hisH^y tWaflie ^oilhHirTttfi^^ 
«ittb«tl»«i»iMieiiifidfi.** ilte*« ftteiw^ls«ag«D re- 
rneWed; iastf daiigeir waai d#awittg vfi^y^H^Mi'; ^ fti 
tftit iv«^ cri^oiillie ii980cktioft.''> <?tl^, {i^aft 
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that the muUs will judge the world/"' Adi 4lM 
^^^^^ylm^k yWiU^kfiihm^t into jiid^neiiej ' with 
<IMrj5M6AflctUwi& wlieMil»e it ta€<iod^ or: whetiuit 

«tf3l$hbRi^L4wgrli6we36nr^:ib eUt^edri. ^ cVh^ 
fwftSn#f?:M<^9fo9«^ '^n>eed«ir«.;are^ ifi pofmU^ 
W|«l>d^t»;iii| tbl3 Ff4»hffMri«ii^ Odm^^hm^iam 
»Bifimp^^i^mki .kn&Mjmi QPtinl^ lo^tappr^ 
heiifdi9dk^4htt< |k..f»t^ iiviiU l>0> tiifcetl. bflUoj 'of tlM 
ttlMiblBfSaiQiC )fdQC r^eftborlery; intpiiat0<«€witfllfhe 
t^liM apd«4^; te|fttk(ii«j ^t tbeitwo di»relle«.> fAe^ 
4|fir4i9g1tO(j|i0il4atliQtmiQf father <AarebJiictfi 
jtiM y€NBiGJ|fiifil» cfrtiHi: g#ner«l* asioftiirtM^utflil^ th# 
jg^fmi0£^Qm %i8q^^^t^eid^bii«on»i wMsb h^ 
been had in Mn :r:^k9r'tW^9 i< jE^ilrf*" » - 

> ,^< ^Q siiob'rthiJPi; kj^expeicted."/ • tfionte oiajr, )fios- 
l»(iifinbijCs^4o##K>WhjSth^. $iiS»€rHi/k;iB ei^pinesMd w 
lihis stMte9<^9.» ^rllidQed^ if it k, whj^ did he write 
t|ij» totteiTi tf d ft^liiiieiibijiiaetf terlhe.tt€Qfli7^eoienai 

W^ i)3.lcefi(ltr«JMPr'e deSiiilil^initha Pretbfterie^^ 
tJm^ymJb^fVwfSpeg^^^ is, I tbtokf 

jlieatly tp^b4 priii?«(I» I Fer tbeUe forjiis aeiimre the 

Sriiiil^f iOf befog A^rd^ and the right o£ a^6«{; 
p^da tti^,' admit et alterit^ cohsdHtt^^^ by a 
^r^0|(lllptiiHi fnm t^ impulse pf thei|»<^»i€»ria 
j^i^ to,9G««ffipli|h aiiy^ favourite d^^mgiis. -Thew 
MphHH^ tii^ a^ceisilliDii^aveQt of fi^«*,pfo»<irlptian>'< 
^yv^ef9<rttVr tbQ-Mn|#f M9gitrled:by Qtheri^,itlMa 
tte:P^nu3Hpa{ly ftQml6.or)^t%, who arjB seeking to 
MG«^ det^^tkm^pd pj^9iahn^a^b7 the^atre«uput 
dBfortsj^d suicce^s i}i> Tilifying and exmmmti^ the 
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49ci8ioiH fainijr cue^ hy Afir ^ fl«lfbmf^4b«. t^ 
^ M fiimlv^^ Ifc ]te» i«u» |ifiMMil i», im ti> i(liiittii< i 

4^1mfiaf^«ltbMgk>iMiuilli«>l«» IM^ «ii|ni giMi| 
t0 iiiiAK« tbe bdief iigT < 8kMM''4M<^iiiiMgB« 
IrithH.'* '' ^' • ' ^"' ■ ' •' * '-'•*--*^ ' ^' 
I «<-11migb tikif iisMdiAiob kM ieiaMt^^^^tfiMt 
ike cbfldut of Bfa^* Paifeer «« AiMMfM, tt«d IMi 
liiin under censure, belieting that wlMt"flte||r 
U^i <« lHniiid^:iii AircMe^iii b«iiiidftr'liiM«ir/^ 
'Wer are mm^ to <^ fooM^^' and this iNtiMMt^ke 4mI 
srith mthbctioD, mt less than Ac^ {niii1til^«p«* 
lienced ifi cmsuriiig» shouM Mt.» 9mi^ Aif f km m 
M^siMe of the thittin rf wHdi %e l8H:0«l4cliid^ 
r This, ftr^ reiiari&te paragrt^; ' H IfccT HHia H H 
tai^y of the registefr is true, it 'Oontates^ i^loAtigMm* 
ImodsV ted itappear» to me'thiit 4t d^; i^llA4^ 
toeteUkcoiiy^ fai net true; it it iho i tw w j fer dntf^^ 
tto extveme^; and, I'^i^piwlieaid, ^ iNM^'Hrlii 
gross implcfty n&d sototsu tfi^elferf i (^^ ^ ' * ^'*-' 
Mt.fbewah sajrs) ''^ the aasSocliBitibB '^desiyieil 
aigainst jeh0 ^etidiier^ My. IHurke^ iiis^{b»l|p(sr«l«^ 
i beiieve this Is 0n(i9^/aA»#; 9hei^»l«iiPltod^«4* 
pj^setit to Mt, states HO sticUttbig* ' Wliii4lliMi<. 
raWy/ I 4efy thooi to prodbis^ llC 'Mfi»7^ ^Ibitai 
does heiMM^is.tik^site^ ai>d ton) tiMIMbT Ho 
fbrtfa^r kd4s, ^ shouidl Mr. Parkei^ apfi^r '«s ^MHi. 
tiUeoCtlie Atogsof wfakfr he is:^OK|vMs«l'^. M^ 
Parker was noi cfsmielM^ e«toi» i^k At^k )ler^tfrsil 
testimeiij/' i^ it was so dedaMlliy^JJSiii M" tUMr 
Attlisfrer,^ ithotir ihej; mrs 4«boriOiisfy^<iOtE^jiie(ih ito 

frocttre * A^ir tiiiMSiiiofi9 it^te *f ^mmm.^' fPlM 
Biffiiod &ot«tie»si/ '1ode^,'thi!|4iMS|^i{«^^ 
soem to i^pljr a deiiM^m Ih^ |iisr^^'ltfrs«^eii« 
tikat i would ^onisent to wt»e; if Hdl lUi Oitl' iltoi^ 
ges, as tksie, whieh;4ioweiret-v c^'lMoiM, ibdIkiKto 
beio litoicif to be f^; ^bis woidd^ti^ M'm4^ 
nor less, than what ho has before frowaed^pon^eia 
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^MMe,.".MfW^M%i 1ii«^ ti««i ike lMi}r«3^ Jiif«lioa|i 

is ihtt service of an JkMmira&Zd ansler. But in ifc 
QttlaiieMi. vioeimr £» Ham to adiftt the .ixpreiflk^ 
8iw,''M>«^iii«" tW wbal tiiej bad «'i)oiiiMi"^ 
tini Gaa# « ^^ bound ^ bmvea f Do ire not real 
that boaiom k «^ .pitn^ apdl io{^ plapai^ that mrtfainK 
mkkk jafiUbj or uanuve, ^ ;RPbiciitvoi^/& abambu^ 
lmi». ot^makiik aiiV' <^ be adboit^ed tiilo tbat bo* 
j!^ jphce ? Id it reaaoaable tben to suppose tbat aiicli 
aaeriea *of wicke.d^e8s» emhtacibg tahe cbarges^ 



Elfnieaf .shgidera^ co»htoatiDiia» .m^ to%ipj ojii^ 
da of jaricMMlaefiSy eoiild ascend as ipciNiac, al># 
^i be lmHi4. In - bwv«a ?" It really appeam to me 
'tOtfaeAjbf»«id paofiiiiatian. Tbeguilt,.bowej(fir, of 
tamiim aerttsof isiiiQitj I fuHjp^ belieT^ is ^^bound/' 
aacl I could aidceaeljr wish itjuightjbe "loosisd'' 
bjr a jcoDdkl nq[^«iitaiice an4 refbraaaation. 

..V There as one tl^iagidf vfaicb jrou had not pro- 
bably A„/tii/ vienr in^jr^ur atl^ndaoce at Cornif^fiQ^ 
l4dl|i4i»'to Jtlr. PadJier-f use of a c^tiGc^te o^gf^ 
jAaodiiQs^. which. had ibera recalled.'' 
!*. 14 ta uety true tbat Mr. Hotcfaki« bad not«a f%il 
imm.fi£ .it at . ComHKall ; bat i 4riist he m^ had 
aiBce, and^diat it will be to the ^< sfaame and coiifii-^ 
'£Hoo''ol. those, who have io^a4t«<^d this sub||<p^ 
Sfv^ Obofeiijiipsii^it.. JpjidBdiQod and ^faader are jte^ 
culiarl/ copibioed in this particuUr»vand also a;ff|b 
wa«t TiDJaiioir o£ the jriilea ot, Ihe gUspeU Yet Mr. 
M»2^ b^Ls s^n fit to intcodace this mto hi» hiterf 
appanenftlf ABsirous to spread tbeir danders s^dt 
jmre ej^leiiaiirfiV',^ if 1m^ were.m^kieg «^an ^Ijl^ 
. 9vm£ar aisu Tei render this plaiostbkr be s^ve^ta 
ta.tbe4>ap^'WbichXgave to the asaoe'^ioib at tb« 
^bl in £Usworth,Jn July,, laii, c^f jrbi<ibl Hm 
l^«Q Ih&.piicport in ihe 9i9A juige* >ii« ba^ in ik 
23 
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wkich I haa Mi^er koowfi>.tr thoiigbt oiluffiymg 
tb it, wtii fae li»d affixed the epilhet in Us leiler* 
Me tli^i proeeedfl to «tates ^. After his-ataBdiBg: 
ItoctMne as af^pears bj the cof{/4»siony Mr. MiUa 
vesj ppoperlf ioformed .hhiP) that be must retum, 
df fliroear the use of the certificate he had reeei¥- 
ed, aod'sent him one cfrtifyingirhat his true staod- 
faigimi. (It is inserted in thei.99L|hpae^0 ^^ 
Parker remonslriited by lettec, but witfaaiit effi^^. 
Whether he has, after tbisy meda fijfer.tifiQate.af^oi»d 
trtaading IB the miaktry, ypu, and the hrethren^of 
yotxi presbytery doubtless know.^ The thiag needa 

wo comment." 

. It tndy '^Aeedsaoeemtient^'vio see that Mr« 
Seach k guilty of great wickedness on.this snbject* 
The presbytery do know, of a Uriitbt thjit I haye 
used a^certifi^ate of good staodinginithe minktry, 
and they also know that I had never receii^d any 
.other. But why should Mc; Bisach. have 4i?eior(ed 
io the fCBf^T^ which he k jpleaaedtocall a omfaB^ 
aton, as the ground why Mr« Mills wi^ete the lett«yr 
laying an *^ embargo" on the first certifiioate ? Thk 
ink insinuation is amply OMtfuted by tbe.vei^ Itir 
ier of Mr. Milts, the accompany iag cer^i/Eenle^.a^d 
his verbal declarationsi w;faich have almdy been 
noticed. ' Are not these things wonderful m a prei- 
lessedly honesf man ? as also hk liberal exertiooB (0 
excite unfounded prejudices in the minds, of oth^ai 
by slanders and fakehoods^ apparently for.the pl^ 
sure of endeaTouring to destroy ? Surely the' cop 
ef iniquity is full i 

• ^^ I sujipoaej dear Bfr, that you now possess a com- 
petent view of Mrl Parker's situation*" (Xs(5, he 
undoubtedly does ; and looks with pify on the ra- 
pacieos harpies, who have sought to polhi^asidde^ 
litroy .) ** Do any of the brethren in yovr viciniity» 
d)^ elsWhere, wkh to examine tl^e aabl^ct £ar ihw 
own satisfactbn, they can have free access io the 
Ite9ti0iony {pv>n At €piiiwall before (h^ associatioii. 
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i feoA f^ aiM kg^'ttA film, vBoMiMf iif - wUcb^- 
' 'Msociation appoiiiterf t€doiHiilt«elo prenteire.'' ^ 
' I flboold apprehead. that disinteriBBled' iNrcthrei 
could not derive HBjr great ffati^/behotifrom an e»- 
iiminatiiyn of tbe/acl^. And if they can baTe 8e^> 
eeas to the teatimony, thej will be more sseceaafrf 
tban others have been, in going to'different towna ti 
tkA if, unless Afr.'Prentioe ahonid -prove inoro ac**^ 
. eommodating than heretof€N*e. Nor can I imagidei^ 
if they nhouM succeed in obtaining it, how they 
km ind the testimony *^ both /or and ag«t*tfl me,':' 
If we may -be atbwed to cttAiX the documents wbick 
•kftve been already exhibited- In view of these 
tbings, 1 am constrained to disbelieve the correetK 
Bess of the preceding declarations, and I do think 
that: Mr. Beach would alao be obliged to conform 
to the same sentiment* 

" I conclude your respect for the common ^ause, 
will prevent your at^j^rtng* any cooncU near you 
to piroceed ignorantly on this subject; Make such 
uae of this communicatton as the ta»t requires. I 
have no mA%cXtnA% respecting this association, sor 
do I fear that any council wUch Mr« Parker may 
call, will proceed irregohrly. The singularity of 
an ex parte council, presuming to try a cause which 
has regularly been decided by an organized body^ 
which alone haif cc^nizance of it, is too palpable to 
be even thought of ; but if I know my own neart, I 
have anxiety for Mr^ Parker. Thete is a way for 
kim to be reconciled, and regain his cteislian an4 
fltfnisterial standing, but I fear he is not in it. 
*< Yours with great esteem and respect,^ 
"JAMiSS BKACH-i^ 
c*Bev. BfiRiAH HoTCHSiir." • • 

'« .•■•'■.-» 

It would be emel for any council to proceod i^ 
ttorantly oa thia subject, and indeed criminalr if *the 
means of knowledge could be oblatlMd^ I: tf uet 
they atfe obtained. The Itidnlgeace given to* make 
i«eh asie of.Mr. Bim^a lettir/ aa 4idieaMiii|^ 
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||ppn9lvva* ^W fiPIIRMnPVIi rwHi wm l^PwlV «i9Pi^ .amp 

l^rre im> '* solkitiidii for tte 4MMiifift«0ilt^ icwMesdjr 
#ra>FMt, Umt Ji« kMlMt ""cfMMf^ Ite feuMfr out 
4f Uiow»«jf .'' HmI this. been dm^ Ine o^ght 

tiMff0 <' WM» iiMrfe iB m bix>tlift'B ejrW Hud tint 
«* binm" hMorcttloved, probiMj (he '' ^ingidart^ 
^M et puH trial" voiild Mt tete fMMced np 
lOarmiag qr BOTdl; iMimf^moAy i^m mkm»a. tf 
^ ^ <»r^HiiKd body" would hyvebeoo till^iSiKdtf^ 
ironi aekar convktioii, Ibut tbe ^tavgcs iwre tb^ 
tt9r« fabricatioM of tlM» ^i% to.««iMy<[ dtelot- 
4oB. .That be Jiboidd baT« biMl anaEi^y. for lofi^ 
Iroold.be raaaoi^y expeoted* from Ai^ fidl ivcTogr 
irbich he bad of tbe whole prooeodiocik -^uod Ibf 
cruelty which had been inflicted i^jaiid whi<^b woatf 
jhave beeo witkkeld bad be fuffiUed bie pkiget* 
And bid be oyon tbea f^ea^^d.lbo .<^ cofn|9i4H 
4iQii" of the ^^good Samarjitaiif^' be woold not aI^if^ 
«' pwed bf oii^e ortbereido" Hko tbo '' fla^ii wd 
li^Me;'' l^ w«n>ld bavo d^otied iibia dM!fjfi# 
bave '^ bomid tip Biy wooo4a«" Could bie ^^ aixi^ 
tj," imder theao eircnUMilaiiefaai ba^ beM ^, tbt 
eompaaaiooale Jund ? Jf aotf wi>idd it o^t m^m 1» 
JBiroIi'e the sttiltjr fear of deteotkm? 

Mr* Beaob aal^rrs that Ibon^ waa a «f i^y f^. iw 
la beeoiM ^^rocoMiled/' aad to ^* rfsswiffijr obria** 
tian a«d laiaaatetfal jiteodkigt" If (bvi wlaadbit 
coul4»itibM viewi be jp^ained^ itwoeldaoaaikilailite 
plj that my crimwlialiijf bad not beta terjT JW 
^ronl* Af bo baa preceded tbia mth the word 
** teQ<|Qc}|ed»!' At diffiicuky is no doubt eaaily solv*! 
ed. I know not to what tbia '' reeoacilifitioo''^ceiild 
refer, unless to those members of tM body agaioat 
whom I bad ooaiaaieiieed a labowr fet OMhiiftia^ 
Muduct, Who w^e atilt in pontiwied i4ar«»^ Jtrt I 
afcoald reaew tb^ ce^plainta a^aiiiat tlMkn> and 4«r 
teiet tbeif . iaiqidty. Is not tbie meaning «baa cleet^ 
If ewdwt tliaV bad I camaaotud ttr baco«e '^mt 
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irkh mWiMvf jf , mj, ** duristkn and aiiniBterial Btaid- 
falg would be regained V* - 1 

luAae^ Ihe Ipiregoiiie l#tter of Mr • Bea^h i» a ^ 
fidiar prodoetion^ Ue mo&f aot c/atm tliat he^ 
wrote by iir^iiimp or iipiioin^biMf. Had tbii^ 
JHQWWtr, bfeo-the caae^ it might haipe been impvo- 
per^^ B'or bad be w i1tl)Bii bjF «Wointniei^t| tb^ceoi^ 
Ittiififalioii would have invQlveq f!be wbcje body m 
tbo imioiia acte of tturpitudey w)tb whicb l^e now 
iitands jii|BtIy'ichfir|;eahle by this letter. Whefiberf 
tbefeforcv we consider the ^ubslance^ Hme^ mannerp 
and evident objects, if wf are permitted to judj^ 
fhiair affmnmces ^exJiibked by the communicatloo, 
to;aay the l^aat, I am compelled to form a yery un* 
ficfpfu^io ^inioi^ ofthe oulhor» and must consider 
Uiif.oi|e>oC toe last atrugg^e^^ maintain the preme- 
ditated ^'inscription/ 

iwo day a were faithfojlly devoted^ by the pier* 
gymeo who assembled at ClreenviUe» to an invesG^ 
gatidn of the subjects for whicb they had been con- 
vened. Haviag examined the documents which 
were eKhihtted before tbem> they io^mediately pro- 
ceeded to i^w up aO; address to foji^ard to the as- 
9aeiMioii» su^stin^ in a modest manne^r^a few rea: 
spnSf wbitpb,t£|iy' believed would influence that bo- 
dy to grant me a reasonable opportunity to be hear^ 
isHiy defence^ They were unwilling to Indulge an 
idea> that the association would refuse to graft me 
mfyir beaiiBg» wbeft they dti^tild resuf yey their pro- 
eeedittgs, and reflect upon their obligations of du- 
ty. Being confident their request would be granW 
edy they desired me to wiUihoId, for a time^'a pub- 
lication of their arbitrary and unprecedented pro- 
ceeding!i»for which J had already commenced pre- 
paraiions. I couEented to a compliance with tneir 
r^qoe^t, s^nd their bommunicalion was &oon forwarj^^ 
jOd* Tb^. following is a transcript. ^ ^ 



y Google 



2» 

•^TTotiie Nort& AiAiodatiiidof tfae e<mnty oTIiife^^ 
fieW, (Cdiineeticut;) ■' ' ; « • 

' - . ' * ' ♦ i 

« Wc, the mder»ign^3a?<^ltife coliy^tied^t aiiec- 
elesiaafical coancil at the request of Mr. Dainet ' 
Parkecy to attend to certain alleged grievajices/ re^ 
salting from' his depouitkm by ydiir body, at Cmtt^ 
wall,, in Angust 'hsU deem it our incumbent ddtji 
to lay before you, with ^U due d^drcrnce ai*dre#^ 

Kct, both tile reasbDH of t»r compliance wSflr'MirJ; 
irker's request, and of the conclusion to whfetf 
We have been unanimously anff deIR>erateIy le&Piii 
view of the whole subject. * ' •-.**; 

• •• You cannot,- we consider, fielcjvedbrethrifni- Be? 
ihsensible of the- peculiarly ttyiii^ and delibate •sifc' 
nation in which' we fount^ oursbTves to bd, on fhe^ 
feceipl of the betters invitiiig Wto nieet Bsi^ttdr 
parte council, to consider a casey whlich had' been 
prejudged and decided by your teneral^lebbdy, 
and which had caused no little excitement la' the! 
pubfic mind» * 

** We hope to be particularly understood, in whatf 
we lay before you m this cbtmnunlcatidtt, that we 
are, as far as we know crtirs^ves^ by no m^ans dis^ 

g" )aed to impeach your inotrt^es, ot* reftise that de'-* 
rencc to your judgment and wisdbm, which w^ 
flfhouM feet ourselves b6und to any body of mtnts^ 
ters within the circle of our knowledge. We 
would notify you expressly, that we have been 
peculiarly guarded against the 'least semblance of 
interference with' your 'result, in the case of Mr.* 
Parker. . . > 

« We are convinced, that you are under far supc-^ 
rior advantages to be acquainted with the facts,- 
and the various bearings and circumstance which^ 
have led to your decision, than we can possibly* 
bfe, at so great a distance from the scene in which- 
the difficulties had arisen and the tr^aiactjons ta- 
ken p(^ce» 
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Eei»8 H ih ake'tkii^i>PtMf',itkd tbe ifttc^tjr of one 
Bitty that durii^ o&r irfaroie seMk^nywe haviS beeb 
tclMfMH^'t^bder and^ btfiAerijrfeeikig^itovfardt 
foifV and feeeti eipeeWly 'watchful agaiiist diji^g 
M»«Mtlg sftiy tlilii^ylirofli^irbtelrit ttiight betiiifcfsf 
h9 Ami '^ ^dd'jHbt l^m ^nd; v^pect jroii^<iri^ tlw 
4minas ^fi^M^^I' ftflfe<5l^i7f«Mi( «re' do 4)iie anotlion 
We fe«) <<Ki^vilfi ftM^e<^ltd«r iJdbMrers twitliiyaie 
ill -tli^ I4iey«rfil<^f • ^e^iiaib^ >«ett|iinm Lioid^ atid^ ter 
bifr y^ted witb y^w in tfaesfttte! niai and tn-tU 
aMtte'«{«rdgteeftt'fiiiom>>'ri«^ batkojidocttwal anA 
Mjp!^{menta(lrengk>n. '^kny ittmnmHim^ thetpfore^ 
VMiikf^ to'jrdtt^ fnjvA^yflwift'^feel as^^liengh ain»d 
i^i6«i^i|e&;'': AM^Io Hii^id^tfae'pMsibilitj itf d»^ 
Mf ^y^m0gmmitt}(fiit:^we Ae leart ^learkigfto 
V^^r€Jdd9»tf; o^t mMfeklgr i|ia» hbtir tteid >witb 
tit6«ed^d6ofl»;^o'th« dbappeiiKliaisiit of Ae<expee«»K 
tioiia' of nmhy/Hoiie bemg pmietxt^inki ihp mem^ 
lieffir tfT tit<i odiAicit^^Md^ WtJ PMl^fi; ^Wjjb^ Jireab 
op and 8e{>arate m4^M$t)B^t9e&ia>^yna^{slidi wevf^ 

(f V<H4^8^4egetliier ti^tb m t» ptmag m'-ih» 
a^tfldiH0i^eefcro^4K$i>d.' (AntdaMit eertokii}^ 
ii^^lfi^ beeo-bii^pj'^Md Mi otameUw^sbatbnA 
tfalM^ We inii^' i«tlK3r«c}ivibretiKi^ a&dlthiitytit^ htv^ 
retiprecated u^; fi^ifh thi» ri|^t hand of feUowship 
ik^eb6fymiiS»tryV'f > ^^'i J-?" ^ li-v ://;,! .,.1., .* 
'*- <*Di^not, deaFtl1N9tb^^n,alii|tl1]•t,no^tllillkw^de« 
tfete (i<6ai wlMitriwfeiel wfteti^'we tetl yrou, that rea^ 

S^V^f 'aild iWeA^ ytfu hia^faad ab p6frerfal «n iO'*. 
uericeio*md}ic%n9 HBit^idthlk^^uncily a» avf^. 
dther tonaidierfttteb Wkatefrei^. ^H had becqme^a 
matter of no little grief fo tis to:1»ecoai'peUed to> 
fear, thatjoopnanie^ which n precious t^.us, wag. 
Buffering in some degree in this region of conntry, 
ifi coilaequenee of your ^epoeition of Mr. Parker^ 
at the Ame> and under llie ^JriDutnataacea ia whichr- 
fkeerenllocikptaee* v 
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liMi, to kiqwre, #lie<li«t jMr 4emiom m ^ 
•f llr% P. iPMid not iNffff f|oiiK$.ii;ilb oMeiwdJUt 
Mi Ind ft iNtttlM* eifeen^q^ecMlsrajts 4ktaBe«t 
Mivstod te kftd b«ni fMweit, aM Unis 6«(Mr«4 
iie ippeclimit^ of mmplhffimg trmy fovm^ M 
dremmUMc^ t^hidi might biHK«r bftA»<^944iiQ9E «ci 

tt^tiUa ft riling ptincqpift 10 nU juimiftl ffoofM^ 
iftfpi mildcrffliiftfti |pfroB«M«if»|iS|i that the Ttpftftiftit 
it sotJiMtftced^xHr m aftj^ wfty Uftdaiiftd fc9fti-JM» 
Offing liiiftMir» boiretrftr dark wd deapetftle^^liift 
€aftft ftift^r «f»p0* to thft /publk miftd^-i^f ftvii0i«|g 
iMiisilf t»C tfl Uifttft efa>eMisM«Mf anjLjyteadi^ftgpj 
irtiicli Bii^r Im^lheftitetrHtf *rft«i«Mf«|tfa« ftee% 
ifttiftni ftUegftd ftgftitwl Wm? la not tWft-ft ^hiw 
kMd pri^rih^i ftnd'to^e beld aiost Bucred^f. ▲b4 
bftride% bf^thl^Bfti dftrngh #e luw C0Qfidf ftt youmm 
BO vteBgfthi U^ifeftt'tbftiiiy wliH;ii Ibiaketh m ftviy 
vm iHHf i>erniitM<io ftri^^^-irJi^Aftr it be not tncnnir 
%nt fUM m ift rfi;«fttNWi, t#toy'tte4M9t' f^^^mblft 
eotntrvctiftM vpotf ^ Dliftrftetok^ ftod €Md«ict ft| 
0uhUiam amb, ftift) eiQiecWJ^ ^ tlioM^ wiionfts* 
IhHi Hm iama a«M ^Itli «mNav6«iii the mibftrf$ 

Iftct and aa^e k brother frotfi aeMdal^ in^ mvmjr ift* 
ataBce in which it can be dene^^eMiateftlhr iritfti 
riigk^emmw^ws^ mgti Mpi^m^ tng^ Ut the boMot 
aad^ory.of fli^? And^evMMir, ##^eifc«iftalaft* 
ees are vvfh Mr* PaHM-^Tit. i^^iir deliberatft..^o|iHh 
fcftihftl beis tnliffed to a nehearii^ before jronp 
bodyv Md tint p>ur bedy e^ili faeve tfiftaea to h« 
better satisfied with itself after grafttios him a ef» 
hearings )hea te let <be ftlattar MOiain, m H« pee8«4i* 
state. 

^* Frem ail ire,eftii ieai^^ef jour feeUagfkOfttthiip 
ftttb^et^ we we cenfideftl frftU' are^diii|Nia^ tp gpenk 
Mt, P. this privilege ; but we fi^ thftt^mlea^y^pft 
ahould procare for him a s^e conduct^ or af^pejatii 
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•mirer w gDod«p«r{Mit to «MSMit« aji^ MaL 

A4 Aoir OHok Itey a<4ed oMmlljr. io refuBitg I0 
(WOM tlM9it«e Uoivlist wedo iwidlgfl tbeocttifiilait 
bope, that wken thejr cMae to i;«t<nirider tbooa*- 
iBi^iiMj w^ y^^eoamsBA to 4ci tt» fluffer «•, a» 
toetiiniii) #]h> da ii0t£||r^«iuBe towrugpEi jmur do« 
«i9i(te% tft oSht mwm w9mom wMuk baw 4ttt«al: 
m» BtMs ia fsvoor^f jrmur MBseotiae to tins pv^ 
famdymhitk waa^nvdo^to yoni^ Mri i^rker at tU 
tiMof Ike Mtfbtiiig MCmmwwA* Awi onamkft 
ifNMjitiw a* fiiij» (tiitf4gfa ^lotiM tliejB^ffitaof tiie 
trikrvgea m^mitMt*/BJ) m% thavk^mtt Bgm ifta,BitU^ 
tiOtt.tofireoarfffiattdl)r«fivtee» . J ^ 

<« 1. Wccaasot h^lhrm t&ai 4homWo«Ubfi ttiJT 
lUagrikjr in the poQcaedaig^ ifTonv bodf wfire to 
Mse iaio ih^ ital* of NovwXorii lo.altaiKilD ibo 
trial <^ Mn P.. for yon go otit o£ jaut eoantj^io do 
boimonu ICa^nMitflar i« ttda irtaio beloogod to 
your body, }rimeaa|4«ot doabt tiKBl^Uy)<Cy«ur 
proeojodinga because yoU. $bMld all a# bja bouMl-^ 
and besid^> you seiid your ]iiit^8tfi».ioto another 
aiala te tafca the fart aad aoooiid^ate]^ (««,paf the 
fmwiOkUt.P.) Would it, thoat^boan^awroUf 
legal lor ikm. aMnebtio* to^^crosa the UM, to taho 
tbe hat atop oC diedpliao ? .. 
.H For}otirMive% we ate igaocaat Aat aay noeoiai^ 
can osiatso ibia eoimtry^ laraaeociciBBaatiofdhQd|r 
Io i(ao# «rstk pnacbiaa wbora tb* -coality or jMbi 
Km« ms, to ordarlo roadev theirdoiagft,aitvididity» 

^ a« I'ha emfaamra^aodl atete of Mr« f aikor proioMi 
afiolhet foatoa te iMfaicA year body to eaofta tbf 
line*. • .V i 

>* Without daliiwiaiajB aay thtngaboirt hia^ap» 
Maoe or erioiinaifly ia boooanng: iBvohned iir poW 
jiia»y dHEcaltiea^ AaembegBO i i aicait , it isgraal^ 
iaaa«rreala<Ml-aoljpffetaadadk;iNi tldBfc»tdieil»for% 
il.amdd appear to bo ao anniMila ^odoicaniiM 
^JR»bte4»^» aafar ta aiocoflnadali ib&mtelwn 
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4a4i» prcMiit «ifetlBHrtaafe«i»<«B to tonaent to cMa^ 
iBiaa.plttce where he can meet them in safety* . 

*^ A thMreaBon w^ weuid suggest is, that Dirkie 
ProTideiice has ' located yotnr members so near Ibe 
litoe^that it irrald be attended wiHi little tro^« 
to coa^l J urtdi the reljoest. ' 

r <<Bat we forbclar tevrgeotherireasensfor a rehear^ 
•bg, being persBaded thatjroii wiitde* what the inte^ 
tesl 4^ Mligioii: shdl 4<eqaire, asd we tmsl tfait you 
-will considif our communication as .the dictate of 
footheriy love and "tevder concern for the common 
-^aHse, and- not as. an c^cious meddKi^ with things 
^tfaat4i<HSot helMg to us. Praying that the greet 
4Bbiad«olthe chvrckmy lead" you to act ashecom*^ 
eth the gospel, we snlmribe owsehFOS yonr l»retiip 
. VffiS in tfarehristiM tmnistrjr.- 
' ^* Signed in the behalf of asomber of inimsters of 
the i ncHrdier&.. associated presbjterji ifae Pr esbyte--^ 
MB and.A^ormed Dutch churches. 
i - ^ « DAYID PORTER;, Moderatofv 
. '<^Oni8£srR«Liviiiosv0v, Clerfc^^ 

1 Weoiitf audi moiithr passed Itway without reeecr^ 
joj^ my hileffigefice fcom the associatiott relatiTe to 
ttefov^n^ eoniBMiiiieation. In the tmhth of May 
last I was verbally informed, that the commnnics^ 
Ijbnr wsBi wesented hefiMre. the assoeiatira, at an c^- 
4)inrf]0» iw l^dMbuty the March preceding, hy the 
Bi^y. Mr.Halioctyto'wfaom'it was direc^dasihe^ 
la^ti Dtod^ator.t <The con»M:iation were together, 
irft«iiMr.:^Halfecfc gave notleei that ho had in his 
MSsesMoo the VconuttiinitatMrn, 4Uid proposed t4 
nave it read before them. Mr. Stone imikiediatel|r 
ofayopted, to)vin^«s IwrniaSEomtdf*' that it would 
he imprdper fort the delegi^es fn>m the fihuorchea t» 
hear iL'^ TJbe delegato^ aoeordh^ly withdreir> 
imd^it wtts rend befoce -tiitt aciiefiMtiaMi^ lounett- 
ate^'subseqiienC to Ibetieoding 'of tit^ the associa- 
tiodJe£tthektlomi» Xtea of the 49kgaleftr i|K>aw 
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Ulfodmi Mr.i£bU»di, «iid<iiU|iiif^d df4iw wfi^^ 

tbe communication did not relate to my case ? '.'^Wm 
answered in ibeaffimatii^^ He «kft then jm^^ir'ed 
of whether the. association wieie , about to:tdo atqr 
Ibidg for^'me ? Mr. HaUock reptieidi aa^I^uiidersto^^ 
in these words: <' Yorii stale . seeoas dispoaedta 
ba.vB. Sir* ^EarkfiTy. and. they teust make the^mcMit of 
him.'' . . • ... -1 .• / >. . . ; \ •••••) 

t)n receivii^ ItbisilnfiaiBtatidn,. il appeared m% 
dent there was to be no opportunity girwa^me-tate^ 
keard inrnj^tdefeiHoe^as tmaano^iatiobrkad araikd 
themselvesi o£ilke.e^clifi€^'^^ that) Ikey eonldnetxic* 
ai^ a body oM of tkeir own limi^ and* eqsedaHjn 
«Aitof the st»te,'' ^andlhey weUknewI couldnoi 
go into that state to attend a trial. Thia was cti* 
dently their strong forti^essi on which th^ placed 
tiieir reliance. '. . .,♦'';» 

. Under these circumstance I klre w up a petition^ 
and sent on to tbe legislature of GanBceficiitv lii 
their May 6e6sion» requesting areaolotUut to he pafr*, 
sed^ granting me a prote^tieaita^ xnto that state, 
for the purpose of obtaining, a hearing and defenee^' 
I was afterwards informed that my mtiti^n passed 
the house of a^semblj) but by ^gular arlifioeand 
maaagementy it was negatived in f the senate. Mr. 
St. Johi^ whu had moved to Hartford ^ut a few 
djays previous to the hearing of my petition, oiigfail 
dot/btleas giy« ample infortnation on this subject, 
and no doubt realized the same fears which he had 
before expressed, if I were sot ^< barwd out of the 
Btat*.** 

. In the month^of Jimja, the IbUowkig answer to 
the communication of Ik^ctor Porter and olhei* 
waft received. 

<^^Sbif#k Camum, Jnm Itfb, 1'818. 
f^ To Utte Rev. David Pmier, D. D. and Rev. €i^ 
bert R. Livingston. 

<* Rev. Mid dear brethren. * 

*< By vote of the iiorth association of the 
douftty of liitck&dd, We tr«i8mit<to you the Mij^ 
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[ in rM&finirii t^fiMiir lite 
ulcation* 
. ^f JMa MsbooCtbe B«rtli«MiicialkMtof iiitelu 

)Bi6. Tfae«Ma^«iimaclcMidedgeflierec^ifft:«i 
ft; conniiMatiM oadla' to Ihflif nled^nliNr lo be laUl 

Gilbert R. Livbptoo, rewectin; the situatfiMi of 
Mr. Daaiel Pmrkbr, lii fOMehlo lop l«it teial ke* 
teethuiJiodjr. 

i f^BmoWekibmtmm meeheAe afisfffsaid eoB^ 
AMrfectidii ■! exfiresdve 9f 'thotifaanitberlapr aSbctiad 
«pd cm^itoei vlUeli we ^eamefetly ideeire aiigbt 
giwail auKiog 4iie akiigtenoC €IiFii^ aid; aiiikb 

1 ^ llesglied tkot tkU a«H>dat|pii.a«r8r comidisr* 
«d Mr. Parker as excluded by any act of dicivsfrofti 
4Bftndii{g. kpiDsdlf liefaire ^m^^tliat tbaj did act 
flbfjie tiaa* they aetod oa his case sufifidse that 
Aejr precladed bialibertjr eCappepriiis-baftira thes^ 
at asy after periodj to shaw ^aqse, if any ke hatiet 
why iheir jMioceMai^ shodld he rtveraad-*-^f iKirhat 
flu^are.now ready it fis a tnnfe aad-pkce Jo Jwar 
Utt, thoald he request it. 

'f JQMATHAK MiLiLEa, jtllyd«ra/ar. 
\ <* ▲ tsu^io^^y fiom tbeaMUteaaC th^.^ixBOciaf' 

. I muat be aHaved tot barmoaiae jo >tbe d^sdaaraiieo 
of two of the members of that body, who wei-ejlaax 
g^nt when tiw answier was: framod, .that say^ ^ ire 
fiBri^/uxffied aadgmtr^nl wbk .tfacl aoawer to Dm^ 
tor Porter's truly kind and brotherly lelte." JHor 
cao tfai^ leaat d^M^bt b^a|9l(9rtai^i«d pf the propriety 
D^ tl\ejpf»oi(f^,.li|a(Je by (mfiof tb^^ .^u^if^ef, f^ 
the answer was .^pt^d^ yi?. «^^ thaft it was evasive^ 
tmtruey and unchristtafi^*^ j^d j^tf .Jf yv^a oddbi-* 
4ar tM»pr9dMCtipn,a8 ^ i^indic^tiw a»^ shield to 
^«^ F^^H^^^^Sf) ;f9l¥ldit ^v<9 beep j[ipoa a}»|»r^- 
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priafely drdpi'd^^^^ coard that body deliberht^ 
f^, andin vieif^.of the grdss enormities which ^aA 
D^ed perpetr^itiid fey their proceedings; of which 
jsome of their number had complete knowledge, he 
billing tb^ fr^at those Bev/ gentlemen, to whotfD 
iheir answer was returned in so unbecoming a maiV- 
ier^'apd stiT 
aially to "^l^ 
^ence f: po 
ings, * when 
i^onsidered 
theirs, from 
intrenchmei 
^Seseryed oj 

TTUaik call kr^ «U^ UXV^CUllll^ VA I.U^ -U«>Jk.«. a%igM.\%iU\j\if 

^^ that they did not, at the tim^ they acted upon 
fiis (Jase, suppose that'they preclude^ his liberijr pf 
telheariBg before 'them 'at any ftfter period, &c.^ 
i^h'en there is'abiii^daiiit testimony, that'they were 
'^^iVthe fitie'reiquestedtp adjourn even to meet in 
tfiS sdiAe placij whicH had they done only for'ong 
'v^eek, f 9Quld have obtained ^ protection and given 
Ipy attendance, but they rc/}«W to comply with my 

Se'quest. Hiving refused my request, with the cer- 
rftn ferioWfedfgf that^' co^^ ;hav^ given my atten- 
dance, wilt thejp stitf Sjpiy, ^Ith^ did not suppose 
<bey' preijli^ded my liberty pf appearing before tnieia 
^t any^^li^rc period f l>6es this appear tp be sim- 
ply " ^vUsidn f*^ T)i^n to complete the climax, do 
they say t^at " the^ are now ready, to fix, a tinie and 
plsfce to hear lum, should' he request it T' Had I 
not . raqde€ted Iti and been refused? Arid, had not 




clearly understancl it f^^Y^at! 

tWti flttqsrtW the ^ri^ations of diose ftev^^yhieg, 
fet'whom'^hW answer 'was framed, on perusing it ! * 
\^' Scfoh 'after the recfetpt iT the foregoing ahVw'ec^' a 
Conversation took plj^e between two individuals., of 
whotn one was a member bfthfc assdciiaition when the 
24 
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Miwer was jErasied. The Uiquiff]^ was aiade, why 
the association did not answer the conimiunicatioii 
^f D^KCior Porter and others^ wh^n it was presented 
before them at Salisbury, in March ? This qoeatioii 
djd not receive any direct answer* The inqairy 
was then niade> why th0 association did not give an 
ainsw^r, when they met iyi^(^onivaIl ,the first week 
in lllay ? It was replied, the subject waji not then 
introduced. It w;i8 then inquired^ wh^ ti^ aaaocia- 
tion took .up ^the subject at thiBir s^i^annual meet* 
ing m, June ? The^answer wk^ (bafioiarm^tion was 
tnen obtamed* that the petiUon wh|clt 1 Had senton 
to the iegiflatiire of • Cpniiecticut the preceding 
month, had passed the house i>f asiENsmbly, but was 
a^pitived in the senate; of course it was thought to 
be a very eamfmimi* time to give an answer. It 
iras stated|-that a comn»ttee W8» appointed to frame 
an answer. . When the report of the committee 
was read before tbe body, one of the m.embers en^ 
tered his protest ji^ainst it, ' deciaring it to be evat 
site, ufUrue, and unehristiah* Sbme of the zett" 
lous partizans immedfiUely attacked 4hi8 member 
with engagedness, ancl he was compeiied to desist^ 
as the expression was used, *^to save his distance."' 

These active partisans were the same who had 
rendered themselves (^nspicnous on former- occa^^ 
sions ; and two or three oT thein were appomted on 
the committee to report an answer. Tbffs 'their 
audacity and threats, which h>ng experience musi 
have rendered familiar, as tfa<y had proved sucoessi 
ful, enabled them to quell all oppositiop to the ac« 
compltshment of their disgrace apd infamy ^ 

it Qught not to be omitted, that a vejT o|Bcii>u9 
Qiiiiisteri who was not a Inember pf that nbdy, wan 
present, who appeared to take np small interest m^^ 
the proceedings. lie b^ beennemiBated as pne. 
(df. their committee, dready mentioned, but It waft 
afterwards suggested by pne of their membersj^ tha^ 
it was unsuitable to appoint any one who was not ^ 
Ofembei pf their body> toaf?tin the capaicit^^ir 

i : 
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«0mmittee9 and Iblr did iiot fdc^ire the ajfpobd 
aienf. 

Solicitude was at this time manifested, on thd 
ground that their pfoceedingn were diselosed by 
some of their members, from time to time, other- 
wise I.coutd not hfite obtained the knowledge o^ 
tliieilr doings. This appeared to b^ aH ala^miii^ 
coii3ideWtk>Q,:and it seemed to be enjoined upoif 
fbie membe^r^, bj thdr visiting brothei', that mor^' 
oantion must be exercised on tMs subject. 

fSome strictures were made in relation to the ex 
parte council which had met in Greenviiie, whos^ 
commiinicatibn they then attempted to answer ; and 
afewiremarks were made relaitive to some of the 
]»eaiber4 who had composed that council. Th^ 
nidderilfor p( that board had been called upon pre^ 
Vibufiihr to this, once or more, by clericar authority 
fromCoimecticut, andquestfonedon the subject oi 
Ms con$eii1iog to attend on such an occastei^. The 
d|feto^s elergjmai), of w|iom mention has been 
niade^ with his #onted*self'-importance, remarked, 
^iie wished %e ooiildsee this moderator ; he was not 
afraid to teQ fttmhis mind, and hf would lalk plain- 
ly with him^" Thufi a scistie wai exhibited no Tesii 
tfii^ulat, than the producti<m wfaioh was nourished 
aiid se^t ottt into the world. 

-Not* hmg after, Mr. Beeeher, in conversation 
wltbn ver^ respectable layman, as I have received 
tfer^ltifqramtioik, eicpressed his. gratiflcaticHi at the 
WBWc^rHo the communication from Dr. Portetatid 
ot^erlir, intimaltng that he thought it was *^ cunning 
aod.propei^," and that *< they had done well.'' 
'^ As the prececRiig answer was deferred, until the 
week bafiore the' ijaeeting of the general association- 
of Conuecticut,, ai|d would not. In all probability, 
reachr nfte until' the sessibn of that body w:ould be ^ 
p^ed, so tb^t ido agent/coidd be iientt6 lay the' 
tfiiftjieet before them, althotigb that body had no 
<$GftitroUing power over district association^, yet a 
more fiivourabie time eopld net have been selected- 
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i0giYt their ai^Bwer^iar tbe^purpose oC eo'tf^fini^ 
iheir conduct, probd)!^, from public aotice, for aa-' 
^tberjear. , i.. 

Under these circi|msta9ci^9> every avenue heii)^. 
carefullj guarded to prevent me from ,^iq ^Ppof t^* 
uity of being heard in my defepc^ i aa the Ja«i re- 
port/! sent on to the superior court, at their Ai^* 
gust session in Litclifield, to endeavour to procure^ 
a protection, which might secure my attendance be- 
fore the association, within their limitBy that I mipht 
obtain ahearing. This wi^s ^pronouoced. ta h^ m- 
practicable. Thus» as if chureh aad Ma^te Verf 
combined to bar their doors against i|[^^ on no con- 
ditions could I be privileged with %n oppartunity 6t 
vjadJcatiB(g myself against vite,asi^Si9ii§.apd filay^ 
«ers. .;..»..•. 

r At the meeting of the northern associated pres- 
bytery, in October last,. ,1 n&r4 on to ^hat \pAy the 
s^iswer of the^ association to tjajd xoiQOPUinicatioii 
which Ii^ad |)een made^ fpr their j^dviqe ^d di^ec-*^ 
1ion« It was.'consid^red ta.tfnjijhfr ifhat had alreadjr. 
been declared by one^ of its infBi|(ibers ;^yet i^( the^ 
atssociation had stated that ^^ they v^ere ready to fix. 
atime and placed lihpujd i\i*^4ttii*e> lit^'- it.vaA^ 
thought advisable that I should make one more n>. 
qiiest of them to be heard, where. J migl^t, attend|. 
that they should not b^ able to avail thema^lv^ sX? 
tfrward^Vith ikeevusimirtly^^l ha4 V^ i9f4^ tl^^ 
];^uest» aftejr thc^r sp^Otts lure hafl bf^n te^dei>?;' 
ii. Should they asr«tn.reA«?e i^J^ r<iw«»t» I ^JMIfifci 
upt any , longer to be withheld -from ^ pi|blicaijoA>»£ 
the facts* Accordingly Iwxote once rnorc^ to th^. 
last moderator of that body, req^stijqg ab^arVog^ 
Xhe following is a copy of my c9i]^aMinic^|ioii. .> 

moderator of J^ fSi^atioQ. of ,)M^Q^^ ^or^ 
I Jake the liberty, t^) address. .you, a)S.<the.^^ 
organ of comJ»u«icatiQn to. yqu^ lUiYi, body»..^ropa?t 
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hfy fbfik^ Ust tiiie in. dw n^jf^ tad ik6 on. the 
Milmmatrf&hfeGty uribicll h»\ faecelctfofe iM»«a<tte^ 
fiBtoie of iiqpM»d jcmnteimkal^^ 
' nff I *]^ie»inBer. wi& 9ome^ little b«s been realized^ ^ 
<far |perli»p9'^ery imperfect idets have been enter- 
t«iDed,ibr4tii#reali ^te'cf /acie wfaiefa bave trani^ 
pired within: a.feir yeate past; wli3e doubtless 
with atkMTSy it inilj ha#«» beeir presluiMdy'tha^ out 
#hft had bees |iroitMi»ceii dmdi could meter ridm 
to vHidicate his injured tif^By or brin|; the reef 
cff^dxfsio justice, A short period will, I trust, 
uttkmd health permittiilg, clearly develope to the 
^ttUie an: authentic narrative of the nature of the^ 
f^libject^' with the* extrac^dinary measures wilh^ 
irhieh tl.has been condtteted from the beginning; 
attdiaceonipaniM with documents end aftdarits iu'* - 
contforrert&le^ I ^presume, in the public esttomtioiit 
to snbstaiitisfte the facts. 

. «< And if.jtistieeeanQDtbd obtained in this worlds* 
I firinljr bdteve the.|itdgment d^ will redress our 
weoBgs, and ci^sriy eadiibit the light t^ trvth. 
Tet 1 feet it'tef be ]Mper to make this last effort, 
timt y€fd cshnbt pli«d hersafter, that yon were yn^ 
appru^ ef s^Ebe few facts, at least, as Ihejr wUI be 
mnd. to exist) and ako of the cerisuntjr that tfiejr , 
wUhberi^witMield but aisw di^is more frompubtte^ 
.insfpection« Nor do I^ enferliin the teast doub^ 
i^ere a trae picture of the facts lUthfally delinea- 
ted before yon, that'you would be constrained to 
decjirej that my fbfbearanee m^il this time i to 
pttldish to the ' world a taMdnl narrative of put 
tranmaetions^ «&leariy evinced a' tenderness and ki»i^ 
BOSS HiHKmy part for you, fair beyond what perJufs 
yon have exercised towards yourscilves* ' 

*^ Yourenawer io the communicaiion of the Rev* 
Doct* Forter and others, has been received. If it 
is thl)ught^ to be singuhr, and even exiraordinary 
by any in this region, I presume it will be acknow- 
ledged, it mm even'SO^ ooiMMered^ at the titte it 
WM duafte^ by yeoi? eesriQuttee, afid prei^ntedbe-i 
24^' 
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s«Mr was MMBteA bjr }f0]a»9aiiiiii]ttie^,i^ k«d> 



bM» mMMt«d lo^diaft it, ^itfail! ^mta rnaak^ 
t9U$9, and «iic4ieMi0»/'' And wa» net tUs nu e ial wr g 
d^somomMftm^db^itma,^ ikrm ^Am iMfcar jiiw»n 
banti? ifHM aatiier claaa>:Mfc*^Aftii# , ii Miih tti*1 aBJir 
tiit Oi^ are mm saadj^ to isa iiiM and piMe toi 
li(My»]Biai,<akraUkJie reqpeil it.'^ HadltmlJbe^ 
tee iHidk tlw» raqoaal^ aiai it waa^ "laftiaad t uiodi 
dUvDOtlba Mfliammetttiosiof Baator Partenrnds 
oAen flHdia the K«|«eaft? Pferiii^ytheafeply wrighti 
fear, aa befere^ we^ «ilL meet jrouj io Coanactietit^ 
wiatei we kmer jmk eaamet coaie.; 'bat wniraeanli 
ga- oot of the slate, because in the laagnage af) 
yevf lale modemtor, in a leilnr-to>me,Jhe daidia«a^ 
^']^Q«aie4|ueit caMotbeceiBidied^iih.: JSlteas* 
BoeiatienatCaiiiwaK eonsideaadit 3legal.fiir theou 
to^.aeet to. do^bedneaa^aaan asaoriatiei^ OBk\4& 
ibm liflMla^aiid mnf^citiij^ out of tib.attie.!' £ 
aal^ haperl greater than the lotole/ ..flShia if es^ 
pireMlljF denied, in; inaAeiBatibat iproUaflUu-i 7Vheft$ 
VwpakilM not grenter than the wM,^ Iwenbl Hm^ 
qnilwyirhetfaer jMPoeaMnittee, aff^eiMledl hyymmr 
araeeiattonuki Mee^rlilifeZyte eeniaoiit ioMAMeniv 
eomt^fin Ibis al«le»le.lake:tlie'|flM£ and smmnd* 
al^ai, and in the said cennt j, t4 draw a dltalion 4e» 
snauBiHi my attcndahee before joartbedjr infioff^^ 
ne^fcoty which ^cilfeikHt is dated,: HyQaa ea ^ii Ue vi 
Jwty mkr ]»l?:^" amt B^pied b;^ Aem^^ihs^lte) 
iiape»! afnd eetfaig^ !» the beb9tf'of<-.tpi9«aMweiaiM 
tion/' coaldact legaHyr? fihi year 'Oia« ?€wym i ian i> » *. 
there£ofe, I ^viedid ash^ wlietfaer j bwite «aw dbeen 
ctiled ^^m'h«sgalkft,b^y your bodjx,. ond-of >ci»ane^^^. 
wlpalbeii ymu prooee^g'cai): be proeouneed^ie-t 

i^^Botn aeeend oMsMeration* isf tbi^yew Mai*i 
laittee Vjpieiijsiea to me, at €hEeett?iti^> aa I deMtfi^ 
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va4tMM«lnili#i]teil» ftnmmtMliitkiiM^ ItVbr 

ai|ram it)^«i tbmet » tfat Mii»*pkoeiiMi«in 

liiqee;. .1 -i- .i.n !--: i i f ;'.-!. .... «. -.♦:•» 
i-i^c BVarthehknto/*lM Aw dtegw »€Ai bitrfiagtiaiC 

vj^^ Urn iiwojfy i£ iiiy:aiiAnritafa»dvalher wMtin^ 

kave entered a complairit twice. l^vhiBtcnifrof^tlieiitJ 
iill€hMMetic«t^i>it1dU7i|iitife«^»tliBt it bar been 

vl^fSiMiriilmi wav wilbll7ttB4Nvlr^iaairitt'a^p6ar. 
blfi Boi^ntial ^Mmmag^ mai bmai.r i^I^ba^e ik^. 
ntaaelkath^rity*^ t tmst^td fivbfia 'tM jpu- fselit^ 
fvbh^dr tkoiqiwhokii^jRiiii called wjcwitaeaaea^iiiv 
tbV6ig*t»iiillfig5<^'tbe trU;: idlktlielaaGcaptioii of^^ 
pefrfaipS) idaacid# Woodwlitd^ who wsm caMd i^Kxn? 

jroii iHdaani wfatff to: call opod^wpia^MtcNrii,: Inl; 
dlioaa wta»9toAM:te8li%^ i^Miaf me, or^diimt poM 
paH;! ^ 'iAlfl% tkat tfaaise: meiifMrs w«rc^ paeticimrijf i 
ii«Mpi9('«t ttie Irial^ with wlioiii Ikad^ loiig:b0fei»^ 
eoamenatda AM for fanohriattei ooiKhset, wA^ 
a^imte aaVc^d^^of wIiobi, (had-fiiad'cafflpbdiitay aock 
M^ifei ttefi»witkac^e« for^tntl oathw 1 ttIii)C Jv^i 
lj^,^lt45,^at trlRdb^tee1lieicoB«liioa>ir of fta ^wn^ 
«latl0ir waa t^rAi^midter^i^^ 
winch depriradi inaidS«A0(ioppof<iJHHly.of ^^cUichB^^ 
gii^ iny dii^yatid-Gfioblaittffig aa^-ianwatigalkiDi^ 
tkkfcip vaqpactinr oises;^ MovaaFcr^lie tMatmaiiia 
of 4kar: Bav* 'Mi^i HJateHein^^al jCWnwali^ai appeana: 
hf hf$ teatiofotiy,. and affidatrhs from others^ wa» 
at4efiKrt Mi^if ^pt mpaecddatitiad ini 
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ikr, aud^ I cMlbiS9.Mel|''«i:i io pot Tecbllect/tir 
kmTe seciiyiiifermy'en'^iDf^Mfroecasioii. ^Froiii 
tii^ copf of tbadoSngi tratmiitM to(aB.^bjr jovr 
regtster, sttestod «t o ttue copjr, Tani loft igBonnt 
whetkerltift oi7irif,'Ar tkA otebcuUioBtlimt bin. 
fttult ; nor do I find for what I am ceDsnred, exoept 
ftr the nao of m j odoiaierial tredenAkfau Thur4a 
o-ipilNoetOD wUchihadndtmidhrodiae loaatia* 
timatmiv until ildJacowered itfwitb the eesanre ac'^ 
eomp^/ing the loforinaliQn. Nor do I bdiere^ 
had the'criMlratials been before'your bodj^at the * 
tfane» that, the cenaure woaAd have been tNCEitrded. 
These are bnt-O'feir eooaidecitioQB toat of man jr»» 
^t I BM^t soggeat. 

1 ^.I wiUffeelj atate alao, that I hate doeonento 
and affidavita, in relation to those againat .#hfom I 
had cqmmmencedfaTeetigaMima, wfahA wat wiitaWy 
actompaBly^ the oonmkints, and cleave afr fa^artiid' 
pablic to judge who has been fai fault. - Shotndthe 
nicta tranapire,iio aa to indoee the imprMidoii, that 
the caae i« analogouli to that of the ^^ goittf judge/* 
Ipresikme it wiil be reidiij conceded, that I bnre 
been compelled tei this ttareldpementv aa no ether 
jfeMiiible method oould be drrised to redeeaa my in* 
jnred rights. I am fuHy persnaded the porleait 
HiU pmpear yerjr urohaaaat to some iadiliriduala^ 
aftoola it extend no ftirther ; and hioet aiweveljr re-> 
gret, that lam -dritett to this idteriatrve. 'fltat- 
Econscienlioaslj feel it td be mj boandett dutyc- 
and pledge myaelf tha^ I ahall soon comoMt the 
work, which will ahordjbe compieleid, to the preaai 
uirfess th^rci is a apeed j conntwmand^ in order t0 
give' me acaodM and impartial^heviag. 

'M beg yon. Bey. Sir, to rest assured, that the 
above' suggestions are by no means -deaitpml^to 
awe jou with threats, for the puiipose of gafamg ^ 
bearing, in accordance with the repeated requeata. 
whfch have already been nnide. These are byno 
means my own feelings, if { know them. Iffy dev 
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^ wm^? .^^ter^imtiQB. X;£^ .that the im 

terelsts of religioD add pub)ic good, demand Jftpm** 

« The prpposal I have.; to n^e w this:' Will 

f» DorA afusfpcijj^on, of J^iif^Meld fi^mij^ i 



tfe^^jtatfi af.lJew^Yorky at, or ne^ il}^ ^pf^cei^ 
plac^rso^lled^op Tui^ii^jr^ thii Utbdi^of Navs 
ije^t, ^tf^t^^oT lifp 9^^cladk» afternoojO} s^d 0ve ,%^ 
heafios oa^lM^^^^^^ of the i|iquirie9« oir cbarifeSf 
as exhibited by jour fiommitte^ 9S/IWt fli^ at 
C^enviBe, oo thfipth of Julj, 1817 1 If »p» will 
Xft% Bey. Sir, J|av,e ^ie.gppdoes8^ to return 91^ afi 
%nsyrer }>j ih,e iSrajt of Nov. next? Or^ should yovt 
a€{i^' ^^,th^; ig^qgii^t of giviog me. a hearings .at 
the;.:pla^e^%|;)0y^ >pc^i@ed,,aiid the tiasb^ v^hicli J^ 
^ve ^3ai»<^ he ii}coi|ve0iea4 7011 will d9 one the fsH 
TOf^r^lP iii^fi^me.f^^. lOtswer. bj the said first of ffov^ 
Should;! hear: lathing fi*oia this je^^est, I design^ 
t4|Cog;i90|^e tb^ priQtii^tbe J^i^gionUig of th^ 
nej^t jQooiilh. ,1 am, |be v; Sir» jours, 3cc . , 
- J : ;. i.» > DANIEL PARKER. I 
f i Rbv* >ili.siUl^.QI^R jQm^T,, Moderiator . j 
., . */• ;. i. ". of. Ilie lai»t ^fl|i^iatiQ|Lof Litcbfi^l^ 
, " *^ North, to b0 coisflwinicate^.'* . ,1 

. .Ths^t the fiji^kve comiQupicatioo might be duly, 
lfic|uved,>i,8fipl«iy^^ * nian.tOifo purppsejj aQ^ 
4rtiiitr it -to jihp Rey..Mr, Qiltet, Not the le^t; at^ 
ifmihi^ however, has >eejD p«Bui to my: i^fffH^Bti^ 
T^-lHIftOci^io^ w#0 npt PUf^n notified, to as^^hleji 
m^iWm jtbe traoJMe.j|aken to rejtivn me any answer.} 
I^igsf^ 4uiy 'mjf^d me to. comioMQe.the public 
catioiu . ; j 

•3 jKlmriiillPi^i'y luvvby^haA be^ token, of a cqm- 
^iil^m MdJto dik)e^ effectSr uiV^eel^dented iit 
^^ aoA^i!#( .^i^teistent comitrieiu Seclbded a» 
I timi0 %l<»d«.&wi libi^usc^w tx>r actioiv for^ nearly^ 
t)ivrf%^ye%r»j|>^lii i^' it somewhat singular thiti 
shoii^d h*^'^9 enable to ft^kmn^ docuoti^Kit^i. 
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Whkh go f to detdop<^^ »d cxtcnliitiBly. «Wfc tfthti* 
Mb kttettiots to aecomplislt a prc^thedjUitM ^< pro^ 

^- Coold a fun Attrvey be takeii of all the hiddea 
wVts-wl&A have been ado{ited bjr indttid aal and 
JMMhbhied ex^tidns, and 'ai-tfully ^fainaged to cn- 
SBamthe ViirtdbuBand unaaspectingiinordtfrtb s^ 
€tit€ theb joint cooperation and Ba&ction, in the 
^om^Ietioii Of the object 'of their de8fa>esy how 
would this series of- ini^nity^ if possible/ be stiS 
ll^eaHy ^^lWn<5fed; ^ " ' : !'' '^'***;r^' * . 
Iwhh'to be distinctly u&derlittoodi I ifu fur 
ffom iiitl>p08iii|, that all the members ofth'e^ortbl 
adsoGiatfon cf Litchfield- county were actii^y.cbm^; 
btned^^or nild^rstandingly engaged' ift 'the iftiljftii 
^lis pui^atts which had been devised aifd'puraued« 
Tiie troly tirtnous^ who have acted at all^ have no 
doobt been inflnenced by the artful ^si^ of tbe 
^Ity, without entertaining the least suspicions that 
the Achans v^ere In their own ^samp^ and the ae^ 
live ,instnimerits ib each' sAccesslve'pHJc^durei 
JNoT' Vould I, by any dieans' indulge the idea,, that 
because Achans may be nbrnSfbua ib' onti carnp^ 
it must necessarily foUow^'fhat €vei^ck]np laequal-* 
ly infested with tnem« But wherever' ihej are^ it 
is a^ duty which we are solemnly bound to dia* 
e^argC) to hunt them out and expose thek iniquity* 
In the accomplishment of thisimpottant dutyyainll 
aa^ a forther nefineation of- facts m the * iUus'tilil^oivi 
df the ** proscripHoni'' I deem it proper tO'enf^ 
upon this nainfol task^ and exhibit some of tbeeTikk 
deuces which influenced me to enter on a «oufse 
of discipline with some of the megibers of llitt is^ 
aociatiod« - 

' It will be remembered that I hfA cMHiMMMd a 
labour with Mr. Perrt, on tibe alleged ^/kmHe^ 
of his having been guilty of prev'aruMUm^ and 
f^nhAood^i buthad sot filoda eompittbH t^hoA 
friil, at the lime to which otfaei^ hbd betelt ^Itefd^ as 
the important witoesseii to prove the facfis, Wor« 
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ont of Jlijs. state at the ^in^, and tJi^^iratteodaoeft 
could Dot tj^eh be pro<?ured.: .^.Tbe cmm Qi4tmv% 
ance then alleged^ will be found ioaettfs^diiom ithe 
I6th ta the 22d pages iQcJIp^tve. In confiriuatioB of 
my statementi I shall subjoin ^ kyr cdJrtjQ^at^iei*' 

In the autumn of 1817, 1 sentbj Thomas Smithy 
Esq. a respectable mercha^it }n fh^ .Ticititjr . o£ 
Oreenville, frho was. goip^ on to ^[fsw-.Yock^ «ta 
call on Judson jpanfield f^d^.^iUi^ A. T^Jofy 
^squirei^ late^of Sbaron^.aod prpcura.thtsir.iifida? 
Tjts reIajdYe,\iQ t^e faJ|^e^po4)? ,of^ JPwjr, r^B* 

Jecting .taeiSchooU On bi^ Return he infotrin^d mn 
e^ bad 'Communicated mj r^^ae^t to theoiywd 
they declared^ that Mr- Perry had b^.€p guilty of 
falsel^opds^^and prevaricationsi piiepisQly im X had 
atated the particulars to him; but. tl|at they, dei^li-r- 
ned making affidavits, as I bad not;^ ^t the.. time. oC 
Wr. Perry's instituting his ^chpoli re.spu(d^Mrt 
Taylor from the snares, into which Mr. Perry had. 
^ftiBy drawn him, which it was then, ip iny. power 
to have done, '[j^he following qertifi^^t^ feas l^eM^ 
received from Mr, Smiths , . ... \. 

^f I hereby certify, that in the fall of 1817^ Jud^ 
son Canfield and Ty illiam A* Tf^ylo^r, Esquires, of 
New-Tbrk, in a converBatiqn, stated to i^e, that the 
Jlev. David L. Perry, of Sharon, had bef^nguilty of; 
falsehoods and prevaripatious with the Rev. Qaniel 
Parker relative tp a school ;,anfl had the said Daniel 
dealt with the said Perry as he ought to have dop^ 
Mr. Perry would, or ought to have been silenced* . 
" THOMAS SMITB. 

^♦N9vember9th/18|8," 

The certificate of Stoddard Smithy Esq. df 
QreetiyiIIe» is of similar import, .: . . . 

* ** I, ^e sifbsc^rilier, dp certify, that Judsop Can- 
geld, 'Aiq. in the month of January last past, stated^ 
tfi me, tbaf the Kevi Pavi4 !*• Terry, of Sharon> 
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luid btragiHltf of falsebodds aad prevaricc^'om 
with tJie B«T.'Dttaiel iVkef reIafiTe> to it acboel,' 
andotlMr'tluagt.' ■■■.•'■'.'•' 

•« SfODDARD SMITH. 
«»Nav. 9lb,,1818." .^ , 

• . , ' 

« Im tii« numthof October last I went tp' New- 
Foflit accompanied by Mr. X)avid L*. Goe, a late 
graduate -of WiUiam's college^ a^d an simtznt 
4*acherm :tbe HadiM)ii aeademj. We, -csdled on 
Mr« Taylor,* (Mr. Canfield was abd^t op a jotir- 
ttey) to #honl I read the statement wbicfc I bare 

fiven relative to Mr.- Perry, cantaiped &om * fhe 
6th to the 82dpi^ei of tills publication. Mr. Tay- 
lor declared that it was a true description of facts, 
and that Mr. ^erry pi^t Um^ , nin^e to h^ye been 
jpooifthed for his frisefaopds; ', 
• I'he foliowii^ is the certificate of Mr. ObeJ^ , * / 
*..;•>..;... r » • ' ,■ ■ :; ■. ^ '•■ ; •' •' 

" « These toayxer^ifyj^ *at;T ^^^jiitl'Mr. WHRanr 
A*-lf aytor d^iai-e to : ]]|Ir. Parliei^ m October iksif, 
that the statement which Mr. Pxrrter had readto 
liim respecting the£ev. .Di 
^OB, * which i» contained fn 
jtagev inclodive, ot his pi^bF 

.Mr*. Packer migh^haVe adc 

Nations and. fahH^heodfi of j^ 

jec* of *be^ schebl, Wiiich' 

atateiiierit. Mr.' Taylor ad^fed,- that he well ^ncw^ 

that Mr. Perry was giyity ' of Mwrrtny ■ JMs^koods iflr 

irelation to the dchooly. 

« Hudsouj Nov,, r, 1818.'' 

The coMPLAiaragainst Mr. HjtRTrr will Iwr 
AOticed, by reverting to the 65th jpagie, JThe 
ground of ^clbarge,! together w^ith'the singiilar ex^r- 
4ions of Mr/Harvey, and aii accompanying state- 
4»ent, WillberfiaeaiVfaiil the 4iklti>thi^'^th pages; 
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Umm^lmhtlm^A aM. tfnt Krw HttMjr, 3a U$ 

widei|yc^irfl lo dtfainelNKAibdol^SfDM^ befiNn 
tk» CQOisaQ&tiam » AeiMeBbcr» 14f 16, «i: I ntcMMa 
the ■m|^wiiMUQiL;fieoaL (tttt B2^i lirl iagnnaiv ifaoM 
4iHltt^ mi hw leMm^lMBe; Iteaqisteill tUt ,<f^Mr{ 

MikiiiFi0Miftjift.lMfrapqpem8, aiMl li^^^ 

lagfi^ iaaerlMl jn tkeuMiii.pAge, «ill:lie.ifiiiiiMlrili 
MulradktiBEr; SMrvejfs A^aiitaV UtlNwgl^ 
■ttOeltlKLidtebaiioi^ dM J14 .«< faaA rcciiTed'kii Jib 
lbriii«tion|fiMBi «n« of the wBom (Uiaitf*. the preee^ 

"^^11 mihjdB :a,ieii dtoMM whMliny exUhit 
loithev^roofft oii thisBiibjeet^ ' : . ' ' ^: 

lO^OUbntpdMhjddfdl, or Norfolk, in the county 
of Litchfield, of la^i)rfidlig^^G^r^,ai^«e«e<ahibg 
to the best of 017 recollection, on or alMot Septem* 
koVciaUrat^he meeUh^ ii^ Tdrripgbrd^I reclAr^ 
edb^eid^thttRaii49%di^^t^^ n^B^:iieedleiftitir 



MUM) tttat?hd ^m^dmdmwt than.vat^nbecSMqf 



#it»icihJM««. and must Aam hit ^oofttet las mdt te 
«tten;.^d:in.ciMiaei|attifie«£tlM abmeilalfeMM 

ideiloodijb my vote to gimtlno filvther^atiiilrM 
Mr. »fi}aK^flrQm.4he; fiinda df flie chtfitaUe flo^ 

tlK lUk bS!Gkpt«iiiUer/^llftIB».llib ■— 'Hjfc 
25 
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tUved iittii«r> nie^tn>hbg6 it- tHe said chmtM^ 
•odetJTrM^ ref^eivediUndt from' the «ftitie,'} prejv- 
Mcifti to 'tke repiifaitidB ^ flic isMd Mr. Btoap^ 
Mri Hanrcjwdd (fiat ^MK fitone rnkde/iieed^H e^- 
psiisf^, thii be expended moie . Akok irmb mecebtevj^ 
BigetA^'an eduditioii ; gadJtewi^ ItBbioiiabie'aild 
diMsed m atjde ;.kDd iq etameqaemcei^i Afr. B«v 
ifey's statenent I kkd fioraedi «a utifeFoiirable' opiiH 
idn of' Mr. -Stbhe. - A mbtldn^as inatte*^ t ai cqimj 
^ettce of MnHarrey^B atatemefaft bef6re:tbe:abMR 
«iaten^ txylknitflie expijmenlod ibuitaMe^oholani 
to iwp'j|MiiM|lM<d(rfianr, liad iii:;coiMieqiiehcei df 
which, Mr. Stone was cut off from fai-Aar ulaahit^ 
iwde. Mr. Ibi^ey likewise l»tated, ;that it^obld 
be injuriomi to the institution td bestow Iheirlmo^ 
nev on unworthy objects who were lavish or it. ' 

/iTo^^ibye the faUUyot Mr. HarVey^slM^i^sen* 
tatioas of Mn moil's pro€lig*a<tfy,*it ma^ioe )pro« 
to observe, thit Mr. 3toii§.4^ beeti at college 



ed him. He had no funds during that year, bxcrat 

niial 1 advanced him, of whicji I madela regular<fc 

trV on book of -^afeh. 8um» ind » lhe.dafe rrsnAde* 

fteTcd the whote of hteexpensesat the close of tfaj^ 

wr ^ TAd origina entries mi open ifeir insjj^ctiott 

to any one who is desirous of seeing thein. . 3%e 

wh6R*khioiiiftbf expanses! fliiting the year, for 

clothing,board, tuition, 'bwbi, .feddtto^dciel, s^ 

«ticnses of every description, including the 

S?taetitbf ithirly doHtfs for l«k thWon/ dgllict 

5riiimt^c^bundredai|deiehif dollars^ .New 

tfdiia buttery biH ia cottegie amount! to wc^dafcr 

k «iiacter^ ^ Indeedy he hiui assured meiA^ the 

«tele amewil of iisbtttleBy WiBs, wMle miiodle^, 

iw5d not exceed i»o dollars. In rei^e^Wo hii 

•hiianfethc whole tatden of hisrexpense. havng 

dev«H»a tpmeliir imre ftaii*fo^yeari>^(« — 
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cept charities, which I fhall herf||fie|: ti0>|)^f^ ^jjj^^ 
Stone uniformty couauUed aie ia the pii^i^k^^ 
articles for I^s clothiQg; and very ' coiii^P^llj 1 
made the selection of the various |iiitic}q8^ ttij^sc^f* 
^ore economjr and prudence, if .as 4ucb; '{ i^^eii 
discovered in any young gejatleman^ ^^^^ 4!^ '^^ 
mu|t dearly testify, ; . . \\ . , / , 

AsjUfurthex. confirmation of the fritgalil^ of Mc| 
Stone, and the estimatipn in whic^ he was held bj( 
the members of the benevolent society in college, 
vilfp j^ere of coarse ^ijjiiainted withbifi apj^lipatioii 
of mqnejf I shall her^ ms^rt % docposfenti^uantldiitr 
led bjf the comipittee^if tfaatspci^tjr, f^siA^ piur> 
jj^ose of repelling the foul slai^der (4 l^r*!£Ucy«jt» 

. . ^f^l^e,^ Ae uj}dei^»iglied» nae of /'tbO'icovti- 

mittee of appropriation of the Tale col|eg«i.h||iteyi)h 
lent jfqpie^f having eicamioed the records of said 
Bocjetf-, do-hereby, certifyi thftt it appears from the 
records^ that since the establishment of the socie: 
tjji there has been no distribution of monies, in 
which Randolph ,Stpne, now a member of the. sen? 
ior class in Yale Cpllfge, h.as not shared. We 
have even ranked Mr. Stone amoAgthe mpst wor- 
thy objects of charity in College; an4 we hav^ 
jjfS^e appropriations to him^ for no other rea^on^ 
jp^n be cause we ^tho.i^ht him |i#edy an4 d^servingi 
^r\y^e fyrtlier qertify.that, fvi.cQmparlng thetsiimft 
giyen ^ J^r.. ^toni?^ wi^h ihq^ »9efk. to Qtker^Jt 
l^ei|rs thai he l^as re/^eivfid, (ia toto,) more \imt 
gey from the society than any other iodividua^^.e^'j^ 
cept one, who belonged to the class above him. 
1. ^* ^B a proof of this, we inclose a'list.pf *lh9 
largest appropria.tions pf the Qeipevolent Society^ 
pm the dates pfithi^ orders: ., 4 .. ,/ li . 
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gaHjr wd jvdicioinljr expeodect by Mjn Bjfooe; 
^li» itfMriMfi^ ef the Beoetidettt SoewijrliMirTe 
iMfd ciia be tittle dovbtt but be miSt beve m hofg^ 
fisprapriatmi wheo thej sit next* . He b«i «bM>b&d 
«|» prirriliB^ «f ^e^AeioMiUsr ^IriH^g l^edke fbei 
4^ hkiBMf £9r 4ito uee. ^^iiile in eeUege. 

«» BDWARD CLARKE^ 
. « JOHW M. QIiAYTtMf, 
« jaHN D. BCCIiBB; 
^ MeflMbers ef ' tbe edminHtee ^ f|p^ 
*« priiprtetioii ef t1i# fieeeT«ie|il S«^ 
/::' ^ cietjr of Tele Odllj^. - '\ 

Tfae GQ»fd»Dl» VBfiin»t Bfe8im*iS«mr« tnitf 
dfiftrB^ inserted fimi page m4o 74» »* te tfti* 
foul criiM of Muni^4 Tbe ^ticle #f dbei^ge 
Igfl^Mrt Mrv aMoite,>e Jiar«ckiiewjedged» bttt jtttiti^ 
fiM hS» plroeediir^. Titeevid^ee iH fk^tfm^ 

CHetJug Mr. Stjirr^ is soffieieefl^ Airkiisfaed i^ the 
tier of Mr. Tribaadgs, inset^ iH Ae MAjmi 
' St Is Mt witb the reader to detMe, w&Oof 
ti^re wito just aaim'ot grienteet^ mitfa 0#|wr» mr 4^ 
.•gainst wbom I had ooitioieMed m Mbour; ^9A 
whether poEejr did i|et Keqnire a speedy 4ilteflatkei 
of the conatkatioor ^ thfr <^ij posaibte melhod.oC 
escape. Under th^tcironeistentresy is it a umMm 
of wonder^ that chiucfea aheiiid hiure \mm AtHWd 
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llMt4lMf «mU wt iS'S todk Mtoiit^t HwirliiM 

i«pt VlMitrMriiaii^dir Med^lrivMli^^ 

ed at tlie trials to accom^isfa the suoiimt Of Aaki 

MhiimiiiiiiHinil rtirtiiiifti iif rulitlwrti ^ lib«^ 
and abroad? And the abyd wtiiaJibf fftiU^ttiiiii 
Hag fciartd^ f n iHagirf Or tmnfAeaiagtfar qtec- 
^ti0 atte|i<lMi>iriaMiti»i^<MiiAi|[^^iii^ 

r «b .lEiaiiiiB.aTlieai, tbat tb» red JktM Mtf |mfw 

>^it4NntMI n^perii^iB;tP<aca«&.^i» i l i jli i ii; , flwi t 
tia^ a a it tfM io of ^(ite tkulefllf Mt evMttMaacM'tif 
lakiligMB wMi>^bel^| pliMgad<M^^^^ €a«eaii( 
the world." Tfaoariv4ioi»ftt ui^Ah pkslivM 
coiitUlbQf^dt Iflbenify to^ Ite^ tocoafttriniaDtof it. 
Ote of ^mn ihortlyr aftcr'peattjr ineitetaad tlaa 
iHmhfd, ^fapni»%)r Mi saeeeeiM aiandMEk of Vh^ 
R. SfoM, » oanabd tbe MfMttlsa of h» odaaatiov 
chieflj to devolve ttpoir me. But their tim7eil 
edfortethave greMlj ofUetf Mtk^ateek^ Tkvftit 
jperfecatibB. invoivad m^ m'm expenae of morft 
mm vm^1iMt%j Wie^lMHJ htrpaoiiiibad a aaeri^ 
flea. «fi fltoM ISM dblMra*^ Itiia Is trai|f' tote 
4.fkiiigodiaito^MMi<mr<6ofiha#0#]d.'^ Wiiltha^ 
data <tfiai it ia aarf HOekigioe mf omi? Ob wilf 
tiiaf mA9 w tmrU'iJ^ thei^ pioa? 

r Bat ditf^hraieiity hy Ihair alaoder% it /aiaridi 
aaaiai ^liave' ^al^staiMd alt foelioiiiBg&V Thei^ 
•BtMlif ID Aiara^^act^doeaiiiot'aiiiiaar to btv# 
akatbd-' filkathoAajrf eria a» dirt»l,tliiiiHlarv thv^ 
liuteefea ¥o4r*. 8fa«;e( Mi^y hava beas apprliadl 
Mtt» i^waaaboat to publtob-^ttaiir 'pmeeedn^, iii.^ 
ainaaliMf ham* b^ea^rtdnatriaaiiy propagated by^ 
fMA;>llial i was a atiauMty lilifcu t tiiwardB 4heiiia, 
am tlMl^il amEwidb«tiliM«iiai^itf 'a diMliaBs teaser.. 
25* 
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•fft]iia.aaimHiin, dihoiigli Iteflii^JM dadbA imne^; 
^^dtMi ? '. WiH il be-deMMiMedl TOolteci^ld^dk^ 
ted piilt iii4«rf«littt»T«s4irnM*? If *fMi^wliel a]^|i9r 
ktioBBimitbegitaD te the diligcirtjeagiBtn^e,1iie 
Meicttk'jtil^,«iAillie^fiailtfidreiBl*HMd^ tf lo^ 
Olaevel? . :<...; r;--.-'!- <- . .^!»v fni' rr .' > 

u: Tlmriirery plea dieooeen tte er^fvMiid tfet^in? 
Aad yet, thoiiv^tj JnliDiiitiMrl here^tneeAteliie 
tlmriieM.oHln»iaMdlriiii^0m : : / \ -: . ^m 
^*^^A|i it llhie:«edds not enciteiMdideat «^i«in| «i 
0ie puUk 'nusaif to prevent llk».YeftdKDg,er wedft- 
tion of the pubikatioo, whidi nnght defebpe timet 
iniqiiilj, these active partitaee hive, 40:late,4%eB 
laborieiiBly engaged, in ciicidaitlbg freih^alfsdieia^ 
deiHginid te wAcVmy moral »€faaraeier« : iiteae rer 
eeivMl inlbraiatian:frdBi a citdtble aoitfec^tluit thie 
mi aafiendenthas ibeeii trjftced baeki and finiedttor 
ceofter ki thisie'fo«l ^aktenialoni. i '. o.; »>.-r 
. (The ddteatiae of thb ^ pcoiwription'') wafcboi 
deiedt Midi .a few coDsid^mtioss aodnNwedto Aei 
mill] Wa of the aaaeciatkiii^ who cMv^eMAat ConH 
wall, on the a^cond TifiMdayror An|^i IM7«i . 

: Rkt. SERft."*-^!^ luhni been^.altMc&ig'ftei'ftite) 
devdopemeat of ja iaitl]^l.awfaUfr» ^raMhg*4a;'itai 
Batnrey aiMl ii»iiiei|8ei)^ ililereafhgie4tiMeMtttel)iMm 
ceil. . Itt ^Kcts wiU not /be iiniitedrte ihbi iiaina>#> 
boanda ef titne^ but wW extend ioflo^ai< »w#abtad 
boandlesB'efemitf • li l»s been wkb pafaifid emii- 
tions and heartfelt >regretj that 4faeiittwieleoBie iMdb 
Hwdovolvod on. me, in the diMhrtgi ^eii'i»|fof 
dntgr, wb]6hiflip«rioii8 neciaidl^ a^aaied4alfe<faMia.i - 
Tet. thi ca^e otQoA^ot tru^i and ^. airfMni^ 
hninaatt^, appeanedi to m^- iondij fto^idhmaiid U* 
Had no other intt rest been tnvtdved btitei^oWw,' 
aid were ^ereno dtoefM ^cM miattlng' MoH^ 
era, in time and etemtj^^I wonldiliaiae bMiieMK- 
I^oa uodor the 'aNiri' woenda'jWbiob'halire^Nit^iitt^ 
flteted^aodhevfe Mda«edythe sltf^ 
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lQi««i«lrieli li^YerAiif tt liQ^^ iwrnnae ii^A»i«|ni 

ttonj'* «Qd to involr^^Ur/ii^lf ».9^Ti!fH} gmlh *m«W^ 
Q^ing the. ii90wi) iguilt^tf Ah»aA,^bic|i I wnf .mk 

tbr; ^if teriMit^i >C i5eK|^o»f f will ; mfi^r, ^ l|jf>c,f^^,,p| 

riMiflitmiiio .0f 49Wiitf jT t)|i9 fpfiwnfd garb of 

jmity.ni^ ^iH>Jbrelf|^bB.:i .,Qod' cap take care itf.bu 
dm^hitwW^WtA^hf^d^^ot th^i^paKly^^^iciQus to^ 
pf»fi|efivteitfiiNa.hartB.. •.:>.{•'•'. 

4<Wliat4^ki0ftti{Hl^k)ir^d MAbkffB^ \hp 

Sr0ihl^^mf9t»i49r aico-weorher ifiHbiipMtf iP«ri|pr.?t 
MHiait^^ob land people eoiiMieffi^l ti^ginjlep, 
tl i(0a(rftt w4er .i9U€b, iHk/ a4«MNi^ioiiJ. Wk^^ 

<OVld|ltieV€i )>€ €iMl|I^tPQ||fiidf»Pf6^ i«pJ «(^f^^t)^i^ 

If: 1^9^ «Miy ]^e . proscribed, wHh; ippoflity, merely 
lo««ie<eeD 1 guilty qr^atiUe^av^F,^ not o^ri^ 

tbave.a sMter f^» wbo eudapger tb« ifiewiriof the 
gnyjly, 0i;riiD|N9de tb^!:4mbiljo|^ o^.t^e jMipicipg?* 
WqM POt Wil^tiT/ Hw« !->giPff w-|tbitheif gw.wftW 

-riWfitb/jtbe«eii<¥VN4eisitii$iM> Itc^Mbi mt-km^f 
re»|i€i«t^ <b««iltb :of if ttlj^ff m li» 4^ipH^^if« die- 
T^l^eBieilt, jtfIf»fiU beenzinj uoQere-apfiiif to exhibit 
a^ tfiim t^^hmM -^he: re<d Nate of facts, lo f^r .a% 
I bevet lieen. enaM^; ,le,.i^dikct Jii£irnmtioi». . If 
tb^€[ jf» the le.aal^iit|gge(ltien.w^icii ^yiafen froin^ 
timtf^9thioflwUPh }lk^x€im\ th^ teaBt l^ipwje^ 
9r..^iei9fmi0|i«MAl IMW'I^J rasretitt and uosti 

IHlrt*iljrirettl^tit*-.n t ■••■' -t •.!*.... ■ .:-..^. . ^ • •;- 

. ! Jli reiMYir:of 4hi9 0iibjeQtsi,ceq«esl jou to pauses 
and (<^eii^ .tih Mfejct |ipw i^bet yo^ bfTe ,4oiief 
Ca0^7OQ jii»tify^jpiHr proceediii^, irbra yoi^ afaali 
1^ 04^4 to^app^a??bef<wc tbe bar- of ii^fti^^pu^ ity^ 
•^ mh#re e)i?ierar.,irp>rk,«Ul,bft broi^ iptp jpd^^tft 
«it^«niQ^i»MqM»/' ai||i^'a]|.iH(bUc>tj|m«^^ 
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to ftee bd^Mt n righCMir infi •Impitftial jiili^ 

^. "Thera no intilgae, fihmdiftiv fMMtogcl^^rjwfy 
te^ifice, of opprMiA>o oaii <tedb dttlbctii^ ' w^ 
femo, mM tiour f P^mit ifie to ask^ ym^ 'who tev^ 
KeencAciouB^ and* aelhrehf -mi^gdl iftcvdipeit*^ 
iMhin, wiietlier jron €«n Teflect upm 'fdwmmimHk 
|riidbofttiheniio«f#krmittgq^pi<BlieiiBMiiBr I Pbafcy 
gnage ef fmfifnetieD ist, ** ivhow jHrfvify ilmMhtftlil 
iifr neighbor, him will i cut oA^ And Iniro jwf 
MV waTing* an otkor €Oiwidel«tfoiNiy^JvMa|ife4l4lb 
golden rule, '^dp to others as yoii WMid fbatoAoff 
AouM^do unto ym ?' ■ WoiiMyeu hMraboen vrfflhg 
to be calaimniAed andtradao^; #li<^ aAleoiiiMiMi 
afhaThii ^fvw any Juat, eaiiae^ for vepoteyf 

STotitd j^off hffire h^n nflUing tob€ iMtittiied, Id 
e Btanher ML ferm w^ich yon hav^ adbj^ml^ and 
puraued with me,- mfh lA the s^grairatilDg ciHmiii^ 
atancea attending, when yW were ^noi^nt of llttffaj^ 
^▼en the slighteatooeaaiotifor eitl^r oetta«ra<jr*4re« 
proofs and wheil' yon aonght for no pritilega Imt 
Ifcat of being heard in y^it own ^^indiealioa f WonlNf 
yon be willing; to bo ei»n«iirwil aii# vHlfied^ flar flNf 
of6e)r-»ea8on» fhan to oM^ yoa»ie<fvo mitveta*-- 
foH fi^m the di^ctipn and piinishoi^irt of liMr owlf 
ertfiaea ? tfad you atfaeked tne on ffie highway^ Ifter 
f tianddT robbers, and dMti<6yed ^ life, I lAmtiit 
have fleebed the act et moiiRl tovpititda far leaa ifi 
mvated, ibm in the'^^aeattaho. My vepatH^ 
flte^ and'fhat of my finaihr' anH iHondS) wonM^not 
have been wantonly tamisncfft ' Aiid eiMil 4^"%^ 
of the perpetrators haye been conceaMd, thll«riala( 
try wwM not. hare beck 'ihus Ibidly dhAonilorad. 
Wlio^wtllbe answerabtefbr thoae-eTHi), ftndthe jcotfi- 
aeqnencea ^v^cfa will flow froM their eommisaian^ 
Baveno€:^eprobi^tefiiilaeho6da att^riaiidera at 
two of ybuV liuaiber prftnarHy ^n'on rlae • to^^Uli^ 
whek^^ttia^^niQf'e^ill? jlad h«d MI^m «l< 
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RttwMl^WWvvCMiilBNiUuVfefetf L, 

Ve^tt dkrcOVek^d, ^d'fli^.ageiitt bare necei^d ilieit 
MeriieA)gw^hm^ti HaVe fteix ifrjrei&rtd to ifeiifcf 

4kI ierie tbejf ^f^lf dLi^iiecseicilted for rifghteoa^tit»6^ 
nHki^mihxXifiin Acthffiddfti of Iveavea-"" ; ' ' 
r. Will yorir hev, bod^' loagkt pemh guSt lo te- 
kkvtantst&tie^te^i xtr sofltbr, the Wooj^ds of srn **to^ 
h^ 'lEiHghtly Iteal^d ?^' ^11 litre cT/gleb &b atill pur^ 
^ed^ifh idiotobity by the abttv^^^artfsans^ of pet- 
•ectithtg iffdiViduafri^Iro wffl nbt corcfially tu)it^ 
liritfa' them'.to deaboy tttose whrq end^n^ef their 
millytyr iftip^de^fhe accovnptishment of their liefa- 
nam di&«i^? Will threatening ibsintiations '^bd 

r'D teQdeited. to Mr. Cowles^* becatrse be has usea 
candour to confirm any of tbe facts, i*eli|tite i6 
ttte laj^rious efforts which were adoptedtb procure 
% iitianintons'vet^ of c^nstiire'?J&hoaId tbis^be at> 
tempted' eitb,er d^iAy or clandfeitinely, will not thi 
world know'tl^at M is fblJbiB^ea witij persecntibii, oA 
tteffro«mt} tfkat he faas^^'becohi^ an enemy becahM 

fie has told ttetmtbr; ' ; ' ' . . '/^ 

,lf you take a survey of jfour churcbi^s, especl^l- 
ty-tnose under' the' care of the active abettofv^ 




_ •^tlhi' bid J^aVjen -is pijf:£ 
' hti not these 'serious iaSt i(Kip(i|rta&t 'c9ii8icf^t'fi- 
tions? And are you not deeply mtidredted In a l!bo^ 
rough retrospect and careful examination of them ? 
We are assured of the awful consequences of <^ those 
who know their Lord's, i^iU^iwd do it not.*' Oop^ 
the holy angels, and glorified spirits, have been 
•pectatprs of all the transactions which have bees 
piirsued. 
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ik^y^h^ifm^nUm ki iddrecu^g tp jou these consi- 
derMioDS? It will lui^ujrij^ly^be.srante^, that the 
tful^ec^ lULflthe oc^ it*, ^nm* 

act 10^9.0180. ex triyDr4jf»af7:«^ aiiik- 

tuT^i i^efieMs^ilj; pr^^uice strong ; emotioiiiiy ^Fhidb 
flbw'outin enreftspna pf for4ible and maiq lioiguage* 
ScriptupaV ((leclaratians are couched iu ,the same 
pI^inneBsj. ^ f < , Wcpe Jiy^a, the. F^9l^e^» . it sliaH b^^iU 
with him, for the reward of his bands shall be given 
him*'', « Woe pQtQ toe, pastors that destroj and 
scatter the .sheep o^ ^nj p^st^re^sa^tb tjic I^ord/^ 

And now, I(ey,. sirs, having endeaToured to dia- 
eharge a painful clutjr, permit me. to assure 700^ 
tljat I entertain np fears of the success of any coin; 
i^med eiertions of the iniquitoiis and designing, id 
aoj attempts they may make to repel this dbTelo|pe7 
'ment of facts, for the purpose of stilf concealmg 
their enormities* Bhou)^ an effort l^e entered upon^ 
Xhs^ye «o fears to meet them in time; but such 
p^ust rest assured i\iej cannot escape the judgment, 
/..{.suggest jTor your consideration the language pf 
Zaccheut. If you ** have taken any thing from 
anjr man by false accusation,'' what are your obli* 
gations-of duty ^ Are- you |ioti>ound, to heilthe 
wounds you have inflected? 

I take my leave, on addressing to yo9 the words 
i^f inspiration : *^ Let the wicked forsake his way, 
Md the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him 
t|ipi Wo^tbe L<)rd,;and he will h?ivie; Wi;cy, .«nd 
wHiidiantiy pardon/^ 



vfix mn9'. 
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